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DEDICATION, 



TO ■WASHINGTON IKVTN(J, Esq. 

My Dbak Uhclk : 

I KNOW of no pereon to whom I can with more 
piopriety dedicate ibe following pages than to youtsel^ 
Bince they were written at jonr soggestion, and the 
materials of which they are oompoaed were moulded 
into their present form and feature under your a^o- 
tionate and judicious advice. 

Often, in the course of my labors, when I have 
been dismayed by unlooked for difficulties, and dis- 
heartened by those misgiTings which heset an inexpe- 
rienced writer, you have dispelled my doubts, cheered 
forward my faltering spirit, and encouraged me to 



N Google 



I would be pardoned for alluding to other And 
greater obligations yet nearer to my heart: with the 
anzious interest of a parent'a eye, you have watched 
over the most critical period of my life. Amid tha 
excitement and snarea of foreign scenes, and in the 
quiet employments of our home, your counsels have 
been*%y guide — your friendship— th© circomatanoes will 
excuse the term from one bo much your junior — ^your 
friendship my happiness and pride. The heedleaaneas 
of boyhood could not arrest your as^doons care — ^the 
wayward habits of youth have not wearied your un- 
ceasing soUcitude. That I have been thus ^ led in 
sa&ty, daima the fervent gratitude of 

Your affectionate nephew, 

THEODORB tttVINa. 
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PREFACE. 



Whilb itiidjiiig the Spamish laagoage, Bome few ytim since, at 
Madrid, aa old chroniole «U plai»d in mj baads, relating to tbe 
early discorerieB and aoHerementJi of the Spaniards in America. 
It was denominated " The Florida of the Inoa, or the History of 
the Adelantado, Hernando da Soto, Governor and Captain-Gene- 
nl c^ the Kingdom of Florida, and of other heroio oatraliers, 
Spaniards and Indians -. written by the Inoa GaniUao de la 
Tega-" As I read, I beoane insensiblj engrossed by the extra- 
wdinary enterprise therein narrated: I dwelt with intense 
interest upon the haretvained adrentnreB and daring, exploits of 
steel-clad warriors, and the n« less valiant and ohiyalrons deeds 
of sarsge chiefUine, which entitle this nanative to the U^ 
praise bestowed npon it by Hr. Sontbey, of being one of the 
nost deUghtfnl works in the Spanish language. 

While thus employed, I bad the good fortone to meet with 
a narrative on the same aabjeot, written by a Fortngnese soldier, 
who wag present in the expedition. This led to ftirther reseanh 
aad closer examination ; and, finding tiiat tbe striking aventa 
and perihrns adTentnres in tht ehronielea of the Inoa were bocne 
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oai, in the mBin, by this DumtiTe from uiotlier h»ad, and that 
TftTiooB lights had been thrown by modem tr&vellers upon tli« 
line of march said to have been taken by the adventarous band 
of De Soto, I was conTinced, that vhat I had before regarded 
almost as a work of fiction, was an authentic, though, perh^M, 
oooauooally exaggerated history. 

Deeming, therefore, that a full acootint of an expe^tion 
irtiioh throws suoh an air of romance over the early history ctf 
a portion of onr ooontry, would possess interest in the eyes of 
my oooDtiymen, I resolved, to the best of my abilities, to digest 
a work from the materials before me. 

Tfa» two mun sources from which I hare dezdfed my ikois, are 
the nanatiTes already neationed, by the Inoa Qarcllaso de la 
T^a, and by tite anonymous Portngnese adTentnrer. The f<^ 
ner I hare oonsnlted in a folio edition, printed in Madrid, in 
1723, and in the history of Ute Indiss, by Herrera, in which it is 
inoorporated almoit at full length. The PortngDese narratiTe Z 
have found in an KngUsh translation, published in London, is 
16S6,«nd in an abridgment in Pnrchas'a Pilgrims. 

It has been tho fitahion, in later dnyi^ to distroat the nan»- 
firs of tbe Inoa, and to pat more &ith in tfaat of Uie Portngnesa 
This has oooadonaUy been done without doe ezaminatioa into 
thui reapeotive claims to credibility, CkrciLuo de la Tcga was 
K man of rank and honor. He vrtA descended from an ancient 
Spanish stock by tbe iather's side, while by the mother's, he was 
of the l(Ay Peruvian line of the Bieas. His narratire was 
original]^ taken down by himself, from the lips of a friend ; a 
eaTaiier of wordi and rospeotability, who had been an offioer mt- 
d«r Be Soto, and for whose probity wa have the word of the Inca 
M « goaiuitM. It was ant&entioated and enriched by the writ- 
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ten jonmala or mMuonndoms of two other soldiers, who hkd 
serred in the ezp^tion. He had the testimon;, therefore, of 
tiiree eje-vitneBses. 

The Portngaese namtive, on the other hand, is the evidenoe 
<tf merely m single eye-witneu, who gives himself ont u & ontr 
lier, or gentleman ; hat for this we have merely his own wor^ 
and he is saonymonB. There is nothing intrinaio in his work 
that should entitle it to the ezolaure beUef that has been olaim- 
ed for it It agrees with the narrmtire of f he Inea, as to tho 
leading facts which form the frameworic of the story : it differs 
ttom it oooasionally, as to the plans and views of Hernando de 
Soto ; bat here the Inoa is most to be depended upon — the 
Spanish eavalier &om whom he derived his principal information 
being more likely to be admitted to tho intimate oooncils of his 
commander than one at a different nation, and being tree from 
the tinge of national jealousy which may have inflnenoed the 
statements of the Portngaese. 

The narrative of the Portngaese is more nLeagre and oon- 
<ns8 than that of Gareilaso; omitting a thousand interesting 
Boeodotes and personal adventures ; but this does not inereaae 
its credibility. A multitude of &ots, gathered and gleaned from 
three difierent persons, may easily have escaped die knowledge, 
or Uled to excite the attention of a solitary individoaL These 
■neodotes are not the lew credible because they were staking 
and eitraordinary ; the whole expedition was daring and extra- 
TBgant, and those omoemed in it men who delighted in adventure 
aad exploit* 

I have been induced, ttuorefiwo, in the following pages, to 

• Hw raader will bid a note e utti w nis g OMtOMo de U 7«ga and Us 
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ixKw m; &oti more fnelj uid oopionaly than others, in later 
dsjB, hare seemed ioollned to do, from the work of the Inca ; 
still I hare scrapnloosl; and diligently collated the two nam' 
tiTes, endeaToring to reoonoile them where they diaagreed, and 
to asoertun, with striot impartiality, whioh was most likely to 
be oorteot, where they materially varied, and to throw upon 
the whole subject tiie scattered li^ts fomiahed by various 
modem i&pestigators. WhUe I have discarded many incidents 
which appeared hyperbolical, or which savored too strongly of 
the gosmp of idle soldiery, I have retuned, as much as possible, 
those every-day and &miliar aneodotes whioh give so lively a 
picture of the eharacters, habits, persons and manners of the 
Spanish diseoveiera of those days, and to my nund bear so 
strongly the impress of truth and nature. My great object has 
been to present a dear, connected, and oharaoteristic narrative 
of this singular expedition : how far I have suooeeded, it is for 
the pnVie to Judge. 
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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION. 



SnTCB pablishing the laat ediUon »f tlie Conqaest of Florida, 
Bvch Tiliubls light hu been thrown npon the expedition l^ 
the inTestigatioii of eereral literary gentlemen reeiding in on 
Southern Btatea, and 1 li&Te been gntified to find, that th^ 
itKtementa eorrobonte, in the sudn, the Moonnt I lure given of 
De Soto's expedition. 

I am indebted to G. B. Fsirbanb, Esq., of St Aogustine, 
for the remits of a very oarefnl personal exanunation of the 
route of the Spaniards until the;r reached Apalaohee Bay, and 
hare been moch aided, by a diagram with which he very tandly 
famished me, in tracing the line of marcli tiirougfa Xast 
Florida. 

Bneldngham Smitli, Esq., very politely forwarded rae from 
Washington, the most recent maps of Kast Florida, and gave me 
■one UNfyl hiata wittt leferanMto the mnte of Se Beta 
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A. raloable article, entitled " Sketchei of the Hutory of AIm- 
buna," bj Alexander Meek, Esq., pablUhed in the " Soathron 
Monthly Maguine and Beriew," Jan., 1839, oonfinuB the gene- 
ral aoonrao3r of my work In r^ard to loealities. 

Col. Albert J. Piokett, a young author of reputation, at the 
Sonth, has issued in pamphlet form the first chapter of a History 
of Alabama he is preparing for the press, and which promises to 
be a valuable addition to the historical literatnro of our oonstry.* 
This chapter is taken np with the Expedition of De Soto, and 
has been written, as he says, " while armed at all points with the 
best traditions and anthorities." As X have differed from soma 
writers on oettun pointa, it is grati^ingto meet the following re- 
mark in Mr. Pickett's pre&oe. " Theodore Irving, In his Con- 
quest of Florida, has in a great measure been accurate and &Ith- 
fnl in describing the route of De Bote, and the inoidents attend- 
inglt." 

A third account of this expedition, written by Biedma, Da 
Soto's commissary, was placed in my hands by Joseph Q-. Qogs- 
well, Esq., the accomplished and oourteoos librarian of the Astor 
Library. It is a confosed statement of an ilUterata soldier, 
iriio, although an eye-witness of what he relates, had sot the ^ft 
of describing lucidly what he saw, but, so fkr as his narrative 
throws any light on tbe subject, the accuracy of History, as here 
^en, IB confirmed. 

• -IbHwtctyofAbhanuKsndEoddvatattyofOetiigjaaaaiDiriMipIM.'' 
I7 AttNrt Jam* Fkfat^ of Mm^MOify, Ala, S Tola 
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Tbe growimg interat m&niflBBted in oar oonntry for eroiy 
Aiog that tends to oImt up the misty umala of onr early 
biatory, baa induced me to prepare a rerieed edition of my 
work for the presa ; and if it only serrei this pwpofli^ I akall 
he folly rewarded for my labors. 

Binoe the pnhlioation of tiie first edition of this irork, tiie 
war with the natire tribes of Florida has ooonrred ; in whioh 
the TTnited States troops hare sustained many of the diffionlties, 
hardships' and perils snstuned by the Spaniards in their adven- 
tvKnis expedition. The same proud and unyidding spirit was 
exhiluted by the native chieb, which aotnated their ancestors, 
and called forth the admiration of the Spanish historians. In- 
deed, the recent Indian campaigns in Florida east back much 
Olustration pai intoest on the romantie enterprise of Do Sota 
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CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 



KaST OISCOTBRY OP n-OBIDA. 

Netkr was the spirit of wild adventiin more nnivemllj difltued 
tiun «t th« dawn of the aizteetitli oentnry. The wondroiu dii- 
ooreries of Columbiu and hia hudy oomp*nions and followera,, 
tlie deMriptions of tbe beautiM sammer isIeB of the west, and 
tlLe tales of unexphnvd regiom of wealtli lo<^ed np in tmbounded 
wildemesBefl, had an effect vpon the imfginatiopji of the yotmg 
and the adrenttiroas, n«t imlike the preaohing of the chinlric 
ortuadea for the recovery of die Holy Sepolohre. The gallant 
knight, the serrile retainer, the soldier of fortune, the hooded 
friar, the painstaking meohanio, the toilful husbandman, the loooe 
profligate, asd the hardy mariner, all were tonohed with the per- 
Tadiag passion, all left home, oonntiy, friends, wives, children, 
lores, to seek some ima^ary Eldorado, confidently expecting to 
return with ooantlees treasnre. 

Of all the enterprises nndertaken in this spirit of daring ad- 
ventore, none has surpassed for hardihood and variety of inddenl 
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th^ of the renowned Henuindo de Soto and lus band of OftTalien. 
It wu poetrj pnt in action ; it was the bnight-emntry of the 
old world carried into the depths of the American wilderaew ; 
indeed, the peraonal adTentoceB, the feats of iDdividiul proweas, 
the piotoresqne descriptlonB of steel-clad cavaliera, with lanoe 
and helm and prancing steed, glittering through the wildernesses 
of Florida, Qeorgia, Alabama, and tite prairies of the Far West, 
would seem to ns mere fictions of romanocj did they not come to 
us recorded in matter of fact narratiTCS of contemporaries, and 
eorroborated by minuto and duly memoranda of eye-witnesses. 

Before we enter, however, upon the stirring and erentfiil 
atory of the fortimes of Do Soto and his followers, it is proper to 
notice briefly the disoorery of the land wMoh was the scene of 
hia adventures, and the varions expeditions to it whioh stimolated 
him to his great enterprise. 

Those who are oonrersant with the history of the Bpaaish 
diBooreries will remember the ohimerioal omiie of the braTO old 
goremor of Forto Rico, Ponoe de Leon, In search of tiie Fowl- 
tain of Yonth. This fabled fountain, according to Indian tra- 
dition, existed in one of the Bahama Islands. Ponoe de Leon 
aongfat after it in vain, hat tn the oourae of his cmisings diseor 
«ted a Country of fast and nnknown extent, to vbioh, from tite 
abundance of flowers, and from its being first seen on Falm Bon- 
day (Pasona Florida), he gave the name of Florida. 

Obtaining permission from the Spanish gorenimenl to subjo- 
gate and govern this country, he made a second voyage to its 
■bores, but was mortally wonnded in a conflict with the natives. 
Snob was the fate of the first adventurer into the wild regions of 
Plorida, and he really seems to have bequeathed his ill fbrtone 
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A ttw jean after his defut » captain of % mnni, lumed 
Di^ Hinwlo, ma driveii to the oout of Vloridft I17 atroM of 
mather, wbero ho obtained a Bmall quantity of uhnr and goU 
in traffic from the natirea. With this he returned well pleaiad 
to San Domingo, ipreadtng the &me of the oountry he had naii- 
ed. About the same time a oompanj of seren wealthy men of 
San Domingo, ooneemed in gold mines, at the head of which WM 
the Beentiate Luna Tasqnea de Ayllon, an^tor and jodga tt 
ifpeals of that island, fitted ont two reiMla to onuse among the 
itIandB and entrap Indiana to work in the mines. In ttie eonne 
of this righteons anuse the Teeeels were driven by strasa of wea- 
ther to a cape on the east eoast, to which they gave tiie same ot 
8t Helma. The oonntry in the nei^borhood was called Chieo- 
Tea, asd u the suae now called South Carolina. Here they 
anehored at the month of a river whitA they called the Jordan, 
after the name of tlia aeaKs^tain who diaeovcred-it It is the 
same now known by its Indian, appdlation, the Oambahe&* th» 
nativcfl' hastened to the shores rt si^t of the Alps, lAmh 
they raistoc^ for huge sea-monsten ; bnt, iriien they beheld mea 
issue from tfcem, with white complexions and beards, and dad in 
raiment and shining armior, they fled in terrw. 

The Spaaiatds soon dispelled their fean, and a friendly intok 
eonrse took place, The poor Indians were kind and hospitable^ 
bnni^l proviaimis to the ihipi, and made the strangers presents 
«f marten skins, pearls, «id a sm^ quantity of gold and silvBr. 



* W« tilknr tho geeertl apiDkn, itraigtheDed by thi dTcmnriuice Oat 
the nd^ibamg Sound and Idtnd nt atiU caUed by Dm dbiim of 8i Hcltaa. 
Hemmt pUcea C*.pe St Heleoa and Ibe liTer Jordui in the Uurtj-MOODd 
dtgree of Utituds, irtikh ia tliat of SaTsmiah rijer.— Vvie l£eTr*ra,l>.&ySb. 
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Tbe Spuiiardi gave them trinkets in return, and, having oom 
pleted tfaeir anpplies of wood and water and proriiiens, inrited 
their Barsge friends on board of the diips. The Indians eageri; 
accepted the inTitation. They thronged the TeuelB, gaxing with 
wonder at every thing Brvnnd them ; bnt iriien a niffieient nnm- 
berwere below the decks, the Spaniaids perfldiotislj ekised Hie 
faatohei upon them, and, weighing anohor, made sail for San 
Domingo. One of the ships was lost in the oourse of the voyage, 
the o^ier arrived safe, but the Indians on board of her remained 
■nllwi and ^oomy, and refused fiwd, so that most of them peri^ 
ed of &niine and melancholy.' 

The reports, however, brought back by the kidnappers, of the 
oountry titey had visited, as well as the specimens of gold and 
nlver brought home about the same time by Diego Hiruelo, 
roused the cupidity and ambition of the auditor Lnoaa Tasqnei 
de Ayllon. Being shortly afterwards in Spain, he obtained from 
the Emperor Oharlee Y. permission to conquer and govern the 
sewly-disooTered provinoe of Chioorea. With this permission he 
returned to San Domingo, and fitted out an armament of tliree 
large vessels, embarking personally in the enterprise. 

Diego Hiruelo persoaded him first to steer in quest of the 
conntry he had visited, and vhiiA hs represented as much rieher 
than Ohioorea. He accompanied the expedition as pilot, bat 
haling, with a negligence unworthy of a practised mariner, ueg' 
leoted in his first vifiit to take an observation, he was unable to 
find the place at which he had formerly landed, and was so much 
mortified by the ridicule and reproaches of his employers, that he 
fell into a profound melancholy, lost his senses, and died in the 
oonrse of a few days. 

• B]rt.nsni]a,iMrdIaca,L.Le.S. Hcnws, D; iL L. z. & S. 
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Lams Yuqiiei de Ayllon now proeecoted his voyage to the 
eutwwd in search of CMoorea. Arriring in the I'mr Jordan 
(or Cambahee), the scene of peddy in the preceding voyage, his 
principal ahip stranded and wu loBt. With the remaining two 
hs passed further to the eastward, and landed on a coaat adjoin* 
ing Chioorea, in a gentle and pleasant region. Here he was so 
well received that he considered the country already under his 
dominion, and permitted two hundred of his men to visit the 
principal village, about three leagues in the interior, while he 
remained with a small force to guard the ships. 

The inhabitants of the village entertained these visitors viCh 
feasting and rejoicing for three daya, until, having pnt them com- 
pletely off their guard, they rose upon them in the night and 
massacred every bouI. They then repaired by daybreak to the 
harbor, and surprised Vasqnez de Ayllon and his handful of 
guards. The few who survived escaped wounded and dismayed 
to their BbipB, and making all sail from the fated coast, hastened 
back to San Domingo. According to some acoounts Ayllon re- 
mained among the slain on the coast he sought to subjugate, bnt 
others assert that he returned wounded to San Domingo, where 
the humiliation of his defeat, and the ruin of his fortunes, con- 
spired with his bodily ills to hurry him broken-hearted to the 
grave. Thus signally did the natives of Ghicorea revenge tho 
wrongs of their people who bad been so perfidiously kidnapped.* 

• Hi*t Florida, por d Inca, L. i & S. Eeirrfa, D. il L. x. c «. Idem. D. 
GLUhTiiLc.8. Peter Mh^, D.vil& 11. Heylynt OoHHograpliie, U iv. pk 
100. IamL Ed. 1SS9. 
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CHAPTEBIL 

THE EXPEDITION 07 PAWEILO DE SiXVASZ. 

A CAVALIER of greater note «u the next who uplred to vahr 
jttgKte the onkDovn realms of Florida. This was the brave but 
ill-starred Pamphilo de Narraei, the same who had attempted to 
arrest Hernando Cortes in his conquering oareer against Mezioo, 
in which attempt he was defeated in battle, and lost an eje. 
Karraes possessed favor at court, and was enabled to fit ont a 
oonuderable armament for his new enterprlso. He was invested 
ij the Emperor Charles T. with the title of Adelantado, or mili- 
tary governor of the country, he expected to anbdne and oocnpy, 
which was that pari of Florida extending (torn itA extreme cape 
to the river of Palms. In this expedition he trusted to wipe off 
the disgrace of his late defeat, and even to acquire laurels which 
night vie with those of Cortes. 

On the 12th of April, 1528, \arvaei anchored at the month 
<tf an open bay on tho eastern coast of Florida, with a squadron 
of four barks and a brigautina Here he landed his fbrces, 
oonsisting of four hundred men and forty-five horses ; having lost 
many of his men by desertion in the West India islands, and 
wraal of his horses in a stoim. 
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Erecting the royal stancUrd, he took pOMeuion of the oonn- 
tiy for the orown of Spun, with no opposition from the natifea. 
After having explored the Ticinity, Narrsei detennined to pene- 
trate the conntrr in a northward direction, hoping to disoover 
■ome great empire Tike that of Hexioo or Pent. In tbe mean 
tine, the ships were to proceed along the ooast in quest of some 
convenient harbor, where they were either to await hia arrival, or 
to Bteer for Havana and retom with supplies for tbe army.* 

This plan was strongly opposed by the treasurer of the ex- 
pedition, one Alvar Naitei Cabeu de Taca, a prudent and 
sagacious man. He represented tbe danger of plunging into 
an unknown wilderness without knowing a word of tbe language, 
and advised, rather, that they should continue on in their ships, 
until they found a secnre harbor and a fertile country, from 
whence they might make incnrsions into the interior. 

This sound advice was slighted by Narvaea and his adventu- 
rous companions, whose imaginations were inflamed with the idea 
of inland conquest. . The squadron, accordingly, set sul to the 
northward ; and Narvaei and his troops set out by land in tbe 
same direction, accompanied by the faithful Alvar Xuiiei ; who, 
since be could not dissuade bis commander from his desperate 
career, resolved to share his fate. 

Tbe fbrce which proceeded by land consisted of three hun- 
dred men, forty of whom were mounted on horses. The allow- 
ance to each man consisted of two pounds of biscuit and half a 
pound of bacon. For the flrst few days they met with fields of 
muse, and villages containing provisions. Here, however, they 
outraged the feelings of the natives by rifling and laying waste 
tlidr •epnlohres, mistaking them for idolatrous temples. They 
• Hcmn, Decad. iv. L. ir. e. 4, 
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aftermrdfl joarneyed man; dsya throaglt ieaett solitudes vith- 
ont houM or inhabitant;, suffering greatlj from want of food. 
They oroBsed rapid rivers on rafts or by swimming, continually 
exposed to the aasaalts of hordes of larking savages ; they 
traversed swamps and forests, making then way with great dif- 
ficulty through matted thickets and over fallen trees, and Buffer- 
ing every variety of misery and harddiip. 

Still they were oheered onward by the asBurances of certun 
captives who served as guides, that at some distance ahead lay a 
vast province oalled Apalacliee, extremely fertile, and abonnding 
in the gold they so eagerly sought after. 

At length they arrived in sight of the place which gave its 
name to this long desired province. Narvaei had pictured it to 
himself a seooad Mexico, and was chagrined at findbg it a mere 
village of two hundred and forty houses. Alvar NuBes was sent 
forward to take possession of it, which he did without opposition, 
the men having alt fled to the woods. 

The Spaniards remained twenty-five days in the village, 
•xploriag the neighboring country, and suhsisting upon the pro- 
visions they found in the place. During this time^they were 
harassed, day and night, by the natives of the province, who were 
an exceedingly warlike people. They were disappointed in their 
hopes of finding gold, and discouraged by the accounts given 
them of the country farther on. They w^ told, however, that 
by shaping their course to the southward, towards the sea, they 
would, after nine days' jonmey, oome to the village of Aat«, 
where there was maise and vegetables and fish in abnndanee, and 
where the natives were of a friendly disposition. 

Towards Ante, therefore, did they turn their steps, moro 
eager now for food than for gold. The jonmey was perilous and 
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fbll of disutor. The; had to cross deep Ikgoons and dismal 
■wampa, with the water ofteo up to their breuts, their passage 
obatnioted by rotten trees, and beset hj hordes of savages. 
These appeared to the dUbearteued Spaniards of gigantio 
height ; the; had bows of enormons sixe, from which th«jr 
discharged arrows with su^ force as to penetrate armor at the 
distanoe of two hnndred yards. At length, after incredible 
hardships, and with the loss of many men and horses, they 
anived at the vilUgs of Ante.* The natives abandoned and 
bnmt their bonses on the approach of the invaders, bnt they left 
behind a quantity of muse, with which the Spaniards appeased 
their hunger. 

A day's mareh beyond the village brought them to a riTer, 
which gradually expanded into a large road, or arm of the aao. 
Here they came to a pause in their adventurous career, and held 
a consultation as to their foture movements. Their hopes of 
wealth and conquest were at an end. Nearly a third of their 
original number had perished ; while of the survivors a great 
majority were ill, and disease was daily spreading among them. 
To attempt to retrace their steps, or to proceed along the ooast - 
in aearch of the fleet, wonld be to haiard all their lives. At 
length it was suggested that they should oonstmct small 
barks, launch them upon the deep, and keep along the coast 
until they should find their ships. It was a forlorn hope, but 
they caught at it like desperate men. They accordingly set to 
work with great eagerness. One of them constracted a pair of 
bellows out of deer-skins, fomishing it with a wooden pipe. 
Others made charcoal and a forge. By the aid of these they 
soon turned their stirrups, spurs, crossbows, and other artielu 
• Ban«Kd to b« en what it DOW called tb* Bay of BL MaAa 
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of iron, into mula, saws, and hatchets. Tlie tails and manes of 
tlie horses, twisted with the fibres of the palm-tree, served for 
rigging ; their shirts, out open and sewed together, furnished 
sula ; the fibrous part of the palm-tree, also, was used as oolnun ; 
the resin of the pine-trees for tar ; the skins of horses were 
made into vessels to contain fresh water; and a qoantity of 
maixe was won by hard fighting from the neighboring natives. 
A horse was killed every three days for provisions for the labor- 
ing hands and the siok. Having at length by great exertioiu 
oompleted five fnul barks, they embarked on the 22d of Scptcm- 
bn, from forty to fifty persons b^ng in each; but so aloselj 
crowded were they, that there was scarcely room to move, while 
the gunwale of the boats was foroed down by their weight to the 
water's edge. 

Setting sail from this bay, whieh they called the Bay of 
CaballoSt'tbey continued on for several days to an Island wUero 
tiiey seoored five oanoes that had been deserted by the Indiana. 
These being attached to their barks, enabled them to sail widi 
greater comfort. They passed thnmgh the strait between the 
island and the mfunland, which they called the Strait of San 
Miguel, and sailed onward for many days, endnring all the 
torments of hunger and parching thirst : ^e skins which con- 
tained their fresh water having burst, some, driven to despera- 
tion, drank salt water, and died miseraUy. Their sufierings 
were aggravated by a fearful storm. At length they approached 
ft more popnlons and fertile part of the coast, upon which they 
landed occasionally to pronnre provisions, and were immediately 
involved in bloody affrays with the natives. Thus harassed 
by sea and land, fiunishing.with hunger, tlieir barks shattered 
and Boaroely manageable, these unfortunate wanderers lost all 
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presenM of mind, and becune wild uid desperate. They mn 
■pin driven out to aea, and actittered dnriag a atonny night. 
At d&ybreak three of these tempest-tossed barks rejoined each 
other. In one, which was the best manned and the best sailer, 
was Pamphllo de Narraei. Alnr NnSei, who had command of 
another, seeing the Adelantado making for the land, called npon 
him for aid. Nairaei replied that it was no longer time to help 
others, but that every one must take care of himself He then 
made for the shore, and abandoned Alvar Nniies to make the 
best of his way with the other bark. 

After wandering along tte ooast in his bark for many days, 
Narvaei anchored one ni^t off the land. All his crew had gone 
on shore for prorisions, excepting one sailor and a page who was 
aok. A violent gale sprang up from Uu north, and the vessel, 
in which was neither food nor water, was driven ont to sea, and 
no tidings ever heard of her »Rer. Thus periled the iU-&ted 
Pamphilo de Narvaez. 

The only sorviTOrs of this disastrous expedition were Alvar 
NnBea Cabexa de Yaoa, and fbnr of his companions. Afier the 
most nngnlar and nnparalleled hardships, tiiey traversed the 
northern parts of Florida, crossed the Mississippi, and the desert 
and monntainoDS regions on the confines of Texas and the Roelgr 
Mountains, passing firom tribe to tribe of Indiana, oftentimes as 
slaves, until at the end of several years they sncceeded in reaoh- 
ing the Spanish Mttlement of Compostella. From thenoe Alvar 
Nnnec proceeded to Mexico, and ultimately arrived at Lisbon in 
1537 ; nearly ten years after his embarkation with Pani|dulo de 
Narvaes.* 

* litis chaptar k diiafij taken from the " NaotrapM de Ahtr Nnnei 
OsboB de Yaca," with oeemwtvi retuwicw to Beirera. 
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HIKHIVDO DE SOTO— EE8 BIRTH — ^ADVCNTVSEB IN PSSTf — ^FITe 

OUT AX AKKAimrr roa flobjda — toucbss at the canast 

ISUSDfi — ^ABBIVAL AT CUBA, 

One wonld luve thonglit Uiat after the melancliolj resolt of 
these sad enterprises, and others of less note, but equally vnfoi^ 
tnnate, the coast of Florida would liave been avoided u a fated 
land. The Spanish diBOoreren, however, were not to be deterred 
b; ditScnlties and dangers, and the acconnta rendered of the vast 
extent of this unknown country, and of opnlent regions in its in- 
terior, serred to prompt to still bolder and more costly enter- 
prisea. 

It is proper to note that the Spaniards, at this period, had a- 
yery vague idea of the country called Florida, and by no means 
limited it to its present bonndaries. They knew something of 
the maritime border of the peninsula, but Florida, acccrdiog to 
thmr notions, extended far beyond, having the confines of Hexioo 
in one direction, the banks of Newfoundland in another, and ex- 
panding into a vast Terra Incognita to the north. 

The acoonnte brought to Europs by Alvar Nunei, of tlie ex- 
pedition of Famphilo de Names, oonkibnted to promote this 
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Um. It wu snppond that tlus imfortiiiUit« okTslier, in hip ez> 
tenaire tnaroh, h&dH)ut skirted the borders of immetiae internal 
empires, which might riT&l in opaleooe and bubftrio splendor tba 
recently diaMreied fcingdoms of Mexico and Pern; and there 
«BB not mating a bold and ambitions spirit to grasp immediately 
at the palm of conqnest. 

The candidate that now presented himself for the subjngation 
of Florida, was Hernando de Soto, and as his ozpedition is the 
sttbjecb of the snooeeding pages, it is proper to introdnee him 
particularly to the reader. Hernando de Soto was bom abont 
the year 1501, in Tilla nnera de Barearota,* and was of the old 
Spanish hidalgoia, or gentry, fbr we are assured by one of his 
biognphers that " he was a gentleman by all four descents ;" that 
is to say, the parents both of his father and mother were of gentle 
blood ; a pedigree which, according to the rales of Spanish herald' 
ry, entitled him to admission into the noble order of Santiago. 

Whatever mi^t be ibe dignity of his descent, however, he be- 
gan bis career a mere soldier of fortune. All his estate, says his 
Fertngneae historian, was bat a sword and backler. He aooom- 
paaied Pedrarias DaTila,t when he went to America to assnms 
the command of Terrs Firma. The merits of Be Soto soon gain- 
ed him favor in the eye of Pedrarias, who gave him command of a 
troop of horse : with these he followed Pizarro in his conquering 
expedition into Pern. Here he soon signalized himself by a rare 
ecHubination of pmdence and Talor : he was excellent in eounoil, 
yet foremost in every periloos exploit ; not reohlessly seeking 

* Hie PartagaeM mmlar MaigiM Xctm de Badajoa ai tl>e birthpbce of 
De Soto ; ■we Mlmr, hmreTer, the Bathcrttf of Ibe IiKa Qarwluw da ]a 
Tiga. Herrera (HkL Ind. Dec tL L tiL c 9.) agren whfa ths lucn. 

t Propcriv wriHen Pete Aria* de AtIU. 
2* 
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danger for danger'a sake, or throogh a tuh tfiint for notoriety, 
bat bravely putting every thjng at haaard where any important 
point WBB to be gained by intrepidity. 

Piaarro Boon singled him ont from the hardy apirita aronnd 
him, aad appointed him hia lientenant.* Was there a aerrioe of 
especial danger to be performed — De Soto had it in charge ; vas 
there an ento^rise requiring sound judgment and fearless dariag 
— X>e Soto was sore to be sailed upon. A master at all weapons, 
and a oompleto horseman, bia prowess and adroitness were t&e 
admiration of the Spanish soldiery. They declared that his lance 
alone was equal to any ten in the army ; and that in the manage- 
ment of this chivalrons weapon, be was Moond only to Ficarro. 

He was sent by that oommander on the first embassy to the 
renowned and ill-&ted Inea Atahnalpa, whose subjects, we are 
told, wfre filled with surprise uid admiration on beholding hia 
wosdoiful feats of horsemanship, t 

He afterwards commanded one of the squadrons of horso that 
captured thu onfortunate Inea and routed his army of warriors.^ 
He led the way with a band of seventy horsemen, to the disoo- 
Tery and subjugation of the great province of Cusco, in which ha 
distingnished himself by the most daring and rontantie aohiere' 

• HeiTen, Hirt. Ind, Decad. v. L. n. c 2. 

t Heirera, Hist Lid, Decad. V. L. iii c 10,nji,Eai)Midodc3o(ospni9 
upon hii bone, and awre that the eyes <£ the Inn were upon him. he made 
W steed cmre^ canoole and leapk and itriknig in hi* qmn daehed up 10 Dear 
to the MV*g« prioM tiut he felt tba vny breath of the tatwtiDg aaimaL Tht 
haughty Inea was as sercae and unmorad as if he had been accnstonied all 
lus life to the chai^ ol a horse. Many of the Indians, lunrerer, Bed in tei- 
jor. Atahualpa immediately ordered the fbgitivea to appear belbre him, and 
■tetnly iKpr^imrbng tham irith their cowardice, ordwed them alt to be pnt to 
death (or having behaved so dastardly in hii royal {sesoiee. 

t Tega, Con. d« Peru, L. I c. SI. HCmn. Dl v-IliLc. 11. 
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mentB* We migbt trace him throo^ont ths wholfl history of 
tbe Peranui oonquest by & series of penlons escoonters Mid mw 
Telloas esospes, but our purpose is only to state briefly the at- 
oiunstances which directed bis ambition into tbe career of coit- 
qneat, and which elevated him to the notice of his sOTcreigB, and 
of all coatemponrj cavaliers of enterprising spirit 

Hernando de Soto returned to Spain enriched by the spoils of 
the new world ; his share of tbe treasores of Atahnalpa bansg 
unonnted, it is said, to tbe enormous snm of a bondred and eighty 
tltousand crowns of gold. He now asBuned great state and equip- 
age, and appeared at the coort of tbe Emperor Charles T., at 
Yalladolid, in magnificent style, having bis steward, bis m^jor- 
domo, }A master i>t the hone, his pages, UokeyB, and all tbe 
other boosebold officers that in those ostentations days swelled 
the retinue of a Spanish nobleman. He was sooompasied by a 
knot of brave cavaliers, all evidently bent on poshing their for* 
tones at court Some of them had been his brothers in arms in 
the conquest of Pern, and had returned with their parses w<U 
filled with Pemvian gold, which they expended in soldierlike 
style, on horses, arms, and "rich array." Two or three of them 
deserve partionlar notice, as they will be fiinnd to figure conapi- 
euonsly in tbe course of this narrative. NuBo Tobar, a native of 
Seres de Badajos, was a ycnng cavalier of gallant bearing, great 
valor, and romantic generosity. Another, Luii de Moscoso de 
Alvorado, likewise of Xcrea, had signalised himself in his cam- 
pugns in the new world. A third, Juan de ABasco, was a native 
of Seville. He had not been in Peru, but was not inferior to tbe 
others in bravery of spirit, while be was noted for his nantioal 
■kill and his knowledge of cosmography and astronomy. 
■ Honn^ Daa v. L. iv. e. x, and Bh v. cl t. >. 
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IS CONQinST OF FUKttDA. 

The world was at tluit time resounding with the recent eon- 
quest of Peril. Xhe appcarkiice at court of one of the conquer- 
ors, thus brilliantly attended, could not fail t« attract attention. 
The personal qualifications of De Soto corresponded with his 
fiune. He was in the prime of manhood, being about thirty-six 
jeara of age, of a commanding height, above the middle site, and 
ft dark, animated, and expressive conntenance. With snch ad- 
nntages, of person and reputation, he soon sncoeeded in gaining 
tbo afi'ections and the hand of a lady of distinguishod rank and 
merit, Isabella de Bobsdilla, daughter to PedrariasDavila, Count 
of Pu&o en Bostro. This marriage, connecting him with a pow- 
erful &nuly, had a great effect in strengthening his inflnonoe at . 
oonit.* 

De Soto might now have purchased estates, and passed the 
remainder of his days opulently and honorably in his native 
land, in the bosom of his oonnections, but he was excited by the 
remembrance of past adventures, and eager for further dis- 
tinction. Just at this juncture, Alvar Nuiio Gabesa de Voca 
returned to Spain with tidings of the fote of Pamphilo de Nar- 
vaez and bis followers. His tale, it is true, was one of hardships 
and disasters, bat it tnmed the thoughts of adventurous men to 
the vast and unlcnown interior of Florida. It is said that Alvar 
Kuiiez observed some reserve and mystery in his replies when 
qaestioned, as to whetlier they bad found any riches in the 
oonntry they had visited ; that he talked of asking permission of 
the orown to return there and prosecute the discovery, and thai 
he had even sworn his fellow survivors to secrecy as to what 
thoy had seen, leal others should be induced to interfere with his 
prospects, t 

* FotDgiUH NairatiTa, cl. f Pcttngneu H'ttratlre, e. 2. 
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EXPEDrriOH AGAHTST FLORIDA. » 

The ima^sfttion of De Soto took firo from what he gBthercd 
of the narrative af AlTar Nunei. He doubted not there existed 
in the interior of Florida some regions of wealth, equalling, if 
not exceeding, Mexico and Pern. He had hitherto onlj followed 
in the course of conquest ; an opportunity now presented of 
rivalling the fame of Cortes and Piiarro; his reputation, his 
wealth, his past gerrioeB, and hia marriage oonneotions — all gave 
him the means of securing the chance before him. In the mag- 
nificent spirit of a Spanish cavalier, he asked permission of tiie 
Emperor to undertake the conquest of Florida at his own expense 
and risk. 

His prayer vraa readily granted. The Emperor conftsTred on 
him in advance, the title of Adelantado, which comlnnes military 
and civil command, and granted him moreover a marquisite, 
with an estate of thirty leagues ii; length and fifteen in breadth, 
in any part of the country he might discover. He likewise cre- 
ated him governor and captain-general for life, of Florida, as 
well as of the Island of Cuba. The command of this island had 
been annexed at the especial reqnest of De Soto, as he knew it 
would be important to have the complete control of it, to fit out 
and supply armaments for the meditated conqnest. 

No sooner was he thna gratified in his wishes, than he pro- 
vided for the brotberff in arms who had accompanied him to 
conrt Nuiki de Tobar he appointed hia lieutenant-general, 
for whitdi post he was well qualified by bis great valor and hit 
popular qualities. Luis de Moscoso de Alvarado he ntade camp- 
master-general, and he procured fiir Juan de ABasco the ap- 
pointment of Contador, or royal accountant, whose duty it was 
to take account of all the treasures gained in the expedition, and 
to set apart one fifth for ibe orown. 
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De Soto vonid likewise lutTe engaged Alnt NaS.a C«ben 
de Tua to Moompui; liim, and offered Iiiin highly advantageoni 
terms, which he was at first inclined to accept, but Bubseqnently 
refused, being anvriUing to march under the command of another 
in an enterprise in which he had aspired to take the lead. He 
afterwards obt«ined from the Emperor the government of Bio de 
UFlat».' 

But though AlTar Nnnei declined to embark in the enter- 
priae, hia r^reeetitationB of the oonntry indaced two of his kina- 
men to offer their services. One of them, a brave and heartj 
eavalier, named Balthasar de Qallegos, was so eager for the expe- 
dition that he sold his houses, vineyards and cornfields, and foor- 
score and ten acres of olive orchards, in the neighborhood of Se- 
ville, and determined to take his wife with him to the new world. 
De Soto was bo well pleased with his ceal, that he made him Al- 
guasil Uayor. The other kinsman of Alvar Nnfiei was named 
Christopher Spinola, a gentleman of Gknoa, to whom De Soto 
gave the command <f seventy halberdiers of his body-guatd. 

It was soon promnlgated tliroa^oat Spain that Hernando de 
Soto, one of the conquerors of Peru, was about to set out on the 
conquest of the great empire of Florida, an nnknown ooontry, 
equal if not superior in wealth and splendor to anj- of the 
golden empires of the new world, and that he was to do it at his 
own expense, with the riches gained in his previous conquests. 

This was enough to draw to his standard adventurers of all 
kinds and olassea. Cavaliers of noble birth, soldiers of fortune 
who had served in various parts of the world, private oitisens and 
peaceful artisans, all abandoned their homes and fiuniUes, sold 

* F«(tapM«* Nanatir^ & 4. 
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their effeets, and offered thenuelTeB and their reMitrces for this 
neir ooDijueat. 

A Btriking acoonnt is given as of the arrivfti of « party of 
tiMse Tolunteera. Ab De Soto wu one day in the gallery of hii 
honae at Seville, he saw a brilliant band of cavaliers enter the 
eonrt-yard, and hastened to the fbot of the stura to receive them. 
They were Fortagnese hidalgos, led by Andres de VascoDOeloa ; 
several of them had served in the wars with the Moors on tlie 
Afiican frontiers, and they had oome to volnnteer their serrioes. 
De 8ota joyflilly accepted their offer. He detained them to sap- 
per, and ordered his steward to provide qnarters for them in his 
neighborhood. A master being called of all the troops, the 
Spaaiards appeared in splendid and showy attire, with silken 
doablets and oaseocks pinked and embroidered. The Forta- 
gnese, OS the contrary, came in soldierlike style, in complete 
armor. De Soto was vexed at the unseasoDable ostentation of 
his oonntrymen, and ordered another review in which all shoold 
appear armed. Here the Portuguese again came admiraUy 
eqnipped, while the Spaniards, who had been so gaudy in their 
silken dresfMS, made but a sorry show as soldiers, having old " 
rasty coats of mail, battered head-pieoes, and indifferent lanoec. 
The general, tt is said, marked his preference of the Fortagnese, 
by placing them near his standard. It mnst be observed, how- 
ever, that this account is given by a Portuguese historian, who 
natorally is disposed to give his countrymen the advantage of 
ibe Spaniards. Other aceoonta speak generally of the exoellent 
equipments of all the foroes. 

In little more than a year from the time of the first prod*- 
nation of this enterprise, nine hundred and fifty Spaniards of all 
degrees had assembled in the port of San Lnoar de Barrameda, 
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to embark in the expedition.* Never hod a more gdlftnt and 
brilUant bodj of men offered themaelvos for the new world. 
Scaroelj one among them had gray hurs, all were young and 
^goroua, and fitted for the toils and hardships and dangers of 
BO adTenturonB an nndertaUng. 

Se Soto was munificent in liia proffers of peenniary assist- 
ance to aid tlie caraliera in fitting themselTea ont according to 
their rank and station. Many were compelled, through neces- 
sity, to accept of his offers ; others, who had means, generonsly 
declined them, deeming it more proper that they should assist, 
tlian accept aid from him : many young eavaliers came eqnipped 
in splendid style, with rich armor, coBtly dreases, and a train 
of domeatios. Indeed, some young men of quality had spent a 
great part oftheir snbstanos in this manner. 

XuRo Tobar, Luis de Moscoso, and several other cavaliers, 
who had distinguished themselves in the oonquest of Peru, ex- 
pended the greater part of their spoik in snmptuous equipments. 
Beside the cavaliers already specified, we may mention throe 
brothers, relatives of the governor, who accompanied him ; Arias 
Tinoco and AIoueo Romo de CardeTIOBa, both captains of in- 
fiuitry, and Diego Arias Tinooo, who was standard-bearer to iho 
army. 

There were also enlisted in the enterprise twelve priests, 
eigbt Aergymen of inferior rank, and four monks ; most of them 
relatives of the snperior officers : for, in all Uie Spanish ezpedt- 
tions to the new ^rld, the conversion of the heathen was not lost 
sight of in the rage for conquest. 

* 71m PorbigoeM onratcr giivM ui handrad a* the number of men m- 
•emUcd, but we fallow the Iitea Oamlua da la Vega, whoM auUicci^ k 
ovTobonted hj Hcnera and otbitn. 
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This brilliaDt anoameut embarked at San Lucar ie Bam- 
meda, on the sixth of April, 1538, in eovea large and three 
■mall resselB. In the largest, called (he San Christoral, which 
was of eight hundred tona, embarked the governor, with his wife 
Do?lB Isabel de Bobadilla, and all his family and retinue. Thcjr 
set* sail in company with a fleet of tweoty-siz sail bound to 
Mexico,* and with great Boand of trumpets and thnnder of artil- 
lery. The armament of Do Soto was bo bountifully supplied 
with naval stores, that each man was allowed double rations. 
This led to useless waste ; but the governor was of a magnificent 
spirit, and eo elated at finding in hia train snoh noble and gallant 
caraliers, that he thought he could not do enough to honor and 
gratify them. 

On the twenty-first of April, the fleet arrived at Gcmera, one 
of the Canary Islands. Here' they were received with great 
parade and oourtosy by the goreruor, who bore the title of 
Count do Gomera. The count seems to have .been a gay and 
loxnrions cavalier, with somewhat of an amatory complexion, his 
domestic establishment being graced by several natural daughters. 
When he came forth to receive hie guests he was dressed ia 
white from head to foot, hat, cloak, doublet, breeches and shoes,; 
BO that, according to the old Forttiguese narrative, he looked not 
unlike a captain of a gang of ^psic). During three days that 
the fleet remained in the port, he entertained his guests in jovial 
style, w|th feastings and rejoicings. 

Among his daughters was one named Leonora de Bobadilla, 

who pulioalarly attracted the notice of the youthful cavaliers. 

%he was not more than seventeen years of age, and extremely 

beautiiuL De Soto was so pleased and interested with her ap- 

■ Fnti^ueM NanaliT^ c 4. 
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peamiM and numnera, that he entreated the oonnt to peraut her 
to Mcompsny his wife, Dona Isabel de Bobadilla, who would 
oheriah her as her own daughter; intimating that he would 
proonre an advantageous match for her among the nohle cava- 
liers of his army, and advanoe her to rank and fortone in the 
ooontrjr he shoold oonqner. 

The Count de Gomera, knowing the munifioenoe of De Soto, 
and that he would be disposed to perform even more than he 
promised, eonfided his daughter to his care, and to the maternal 
protection of his high-minded and virtuons wife. 

Ob the twenty-fourth April the fleet again set sail The 
voyage waj £ur and proeperous, and about the last of Hay. they 
arriTod in the harbor of the city of Santiago de Cub^ 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SEIOICINOS OP THE 'iKBABITANTS 0¥ CVSk ON THE ASRIVAI. OV 

DB BOtO. DEPOSITION OT NUflO TOBAK. — DON VASCO POR- 

CALLO DK naUEROA, ATTOINTED UEUTENANT-OENE&AL OT 
TOB FORCES. 

Th£ urival of the new gOTernor with bo important ua »rmMr 
ment WIS an event of greftt joj thronghoDt the iiluid of Caba. 
When De Soto knded, the whole city of Santiago turned oat 
to receive him. Ha found « beautlfal horse, richly capuisoned, 
waiting for him, and likewise a mole for Donna Isabella ; which 
were furnished hy a gentleman of the town. He was escorted 
to his lodgings, by the burghers on horse and on foot, and all 
his offioera and men were hospitably entertained by them ; some 
brang quartered in the town, and others in their coantiy-hoases.* 
For several days it was one continued festival At night there 
were balls and masquemdea ; by day, tilting matches, bull-fights, 
contests of skill in horsemanship, running at the ring, and 
other amusements of a ohivalrons nature. 

The young cavaliers of the army vied with eaeh other, and 
with the youth of the city, in the gallantry of their equipments, 
the elegance and novelty of their devices, and the wit and in- 
genuity of their mottoes. What gave peculiar splendor to 
• PcrtariMe Babluo, & 4 
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then entertunments vaa the beauty and spirit and exoellenoe 
of the hoFBOS. The great demand for these noble aoiiiuds, for 
the oonqaeats of Mexico and Peru, and other parts, rcDdered 
the rtUHing of them one of the most profltahle sonnies of 
flpeoulation in the isUnds. The ishrad of Cuba was aatarallj 
favorable to them; and as great oarc and attention had been 
given to mnltiply and improve the breed, there was at this 
time an uncommon snmber, and of remarkably fine qnahties. 
Many individuals had from twenty to thirty horses in their 
BtabloB, and some of the rich had twice tiiat number on their 
estates. 

The cavaliers of the army had spared no expense in fnmiah- 
ing themselves with the most superb and generous steeds for 
their intended expedition. 9fany individuals possessed throe or 
four, caparisoned in the most costly manner ; and the govomor 
aided liberally with his purse, such as had not the means of 
equipping themselves in suitable style. 

Thus freshly and magnifioently mounted, and arrayed in their 
new dresses and burnished armor, the young cavaliers made a 
brilliant display, and carried off many of the priies of gold, and 
silver, and ulks, and brocades, which were adjudged to those who 
distinguished themselves at these ohivalrons games. ' 

In these, no one carried off the prise more frequently than 
NuRo do Tobar, the lieatcnant-generaL He was, as has been 
said, a cavalier of high and generous qualities, who had gained 
laurels in the conquest of Peru. He appeared on these occasions 
in sumptuous array, mounted on a superb horse, of a silver gray 
dappled, and was always noted for the gracefulness of his car 
riage, his noble demeanor, and his admirable address in the man- 
agement of lance aod steed. 

■ n,gN..(jNGoogle 
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TTnfortniuLtel; the sunlf qiuUficatioiu of Nnfio Tobu lud 
proonred him great Eavor in the ejea of the beaatiful Leonon do 
Bobftdilla, the daughter of the Coont de Gomera. A seorat 
■moor vu carried on between them, and the virtue of the lady 
w» not proof against the §olioitatioD8 of her lover.* 

The eonaequenoea of theii anfartnnate intercourse were soon 
too apparent to be conoealed. De Soto was incenaed at what h« 
oouBidered an outrage upon his rights as a goardian over the lady, 
and his oonfidenoe as a &iend. H« immediately deposed NviJo 
Tobar from his station as lieutenant-general ; and, though that 
really generous spirited caralier endeavored to make every repa- 
ration in his power, by marrying the lady, De Soto oonid never 
afterwards be brought to look upon him with kindness. 

At this time there was on a visit to the governor in the city 
of Santiago, a cavalier, upwards of fifty years of age, named Vasoo 
Poroallo de Figneroa. He was of a noble family, and of a brave 
and galliard dispoution, having aeeu mnoh haid fighting in the 
Indies, in Spain and Italy, and distinguished himself on varioiu 
occasions. He now resided in the town of Trinidad in Cuba, 
living opulently and lozorioasly upon the wealth he had gained 
in the ware, honored for his exploits, loved for his social qualities, 
and extolled for his hearty hospitality. 

This magnificent cavalier had come to Santiago with a pom^ 
pons retinue, to pay his court to the governor, and witness the 
festivities and rejoicings. He passed some days in the city, and 
when he beheld the array of gallant cavaliers and hardy soldiers 
assembled for the enterprise, the splendor of their equipments, 
and the martial style with which they acquitted themselves in 
pnblio, his military spirit again took fire, and forgetting hit 
* FcvtugncM NuTotiTe of Oonq. of Florida, e. 1. 
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jean, bis put toQs wA tTou1>Iea,.uid his present euo and opn- 
lence, he Tolnnteered his serriees to De Soto, to follow him in 
hiB anticipated cKnat of conquest. 

A Tolnnteer of anoh militu; experience, ample wealth, and 
great influence in the island, was too important not to be receired 
with open arms ; the goremor immediately made him lientenant- 
general of the anny ; the post from which the gallant but nnfb^ 
innate Nnfto Tobar had recently been deposed. 

The conduct of Yaacc Poreallo showed the policy of this ap- 
pointment He was~EO elated with this distinction, that he lav- 
iahed his money without stint in purdusing prorisiona for the 
•nnada. He was magnificent too in all lus appointments, camp 
equipage, armor and equipments, having caught the gay and bra^ 
gart spirit of his youthfnl companions in arms. He carried with 
him a great train of Spanish, Indian and negro servants, and a 
stud of thirty-six horses for his own use ; while, with the open- 
handed liberality for which he was noted, he gave upwards of fifty 
horses as presents to various cav^ers of the army, ' 

The example of this generous and high-mettted, though some- 
what whimsical old cavalier, had a power^ effect in animating 
the inhabitants of Cuba to promote the snooeas of the ezpeditiim, 
and in inducing some of them to enroll themselves among the fol- 
lowers of De Soto.* 

* Hie Poctaguew uiratar dryly aawrta tliat Taaco ForcsUo ei^aged m 
the expedition merely with a view to get slares for Ms ettatea in Cuba, His 
narrato', however, ii to be dkbuMsd, vhm he usgns motirea to tlie SpaiuA 
Itadt w t far whom he leuui to have entertained a tietinna] jealooiy, I have 
pefcncd the motlTM attnbat«d by the Inca, u fhej uem home out hj Uisb^ 
and by the general omduct of this Tsteran Pcmallo, whwe character U quit* 
Spaddi and peeolkr. Indeed, throi^hout the whde wtrk of the Inca, Vm 
ridi and oopiNu beta are ahraya in hanoGoy widi the dMraeterialiai of hii 
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ceaJtert. 

lUAlt IIS ARASCO TWICE DISPATCHED TO rLO&ISA. — HIB NAUCOW 
ESCAPE AND flATE KETUKH. — riNAL FKEPASATIOKS or THS 
GOVEKNOS. 

foB three montHs the gorernor made t, tonr of the iBland, Tistt- 
ing the prinoipal towns, appoiating officers of jnatioe to rule in 
hiB BbseDoe, purchasing horses, uid making other proTisions for 
his expedition. Towards the end of August he repaired to Ha- 
Tftsa, where he was afterwards joined by his family and all Ids 
foioea. Here he remunod for« time, uding the inhabitants, out 
of his own fortune, to rebuild their houses and ohnrohea, which 
had recently been destroyed hy French corsairs. 

While thus occupied he twice dispatched the Oontador Joan 
dc AQaseo, in a brigantine manned with picked sailors, to ooaet 
the shores of Florida, in quest of some commodious harbor to 
which the expedition mi^t sail direct, and find secure anchoiage, 
nnd a good landing place for the troops. 

Jnan de Aftasoo was well fitted for such a seiriee, combining 
the siulor with the soldier, and possessing some skill in nautical 
■denoa He was fond, too, of hazardous enterprise, noTcr flinch- 
ing from toils or perils, and was an excellent leader, though some- 
what toncby and choleric. 

n,gN..(jNGoo^le 



60 OOITQUBST OP FLOBIDA. 

Three montlu elapsed after his departure on his seoond T07- 
age, without any tidings of him, &nd great fears were entertained 
for his safety, when at length his tempest-tossed bark arrived at 
HaTsna. 

No sooner did Juan de Afiasco and his orev pat foot upon 
land, than they threw themselves on their knees, and in this way 
crawled to church to hear mass, in fulfilment of a tow made in an 
hour of great peril This done, they related all the dangers they 
had passed on sea and land ; having once been in imminent peril 
of foondering, and having passed two months on an nninhabitod 
island, subsisting on shell-fish gatbeted along the beach, and wild- 
fowl knocked down with olobs. 

ASasco, however, had fulfilled the great object of his cruise, 
having found a secure harbor on the coast of Florida. He 
brought with him four of the captured natives, to serve as inter- 
preters and guides. 

All his forces being now assembled in Havana, and tlie sea- 
ion favorable for suli&g being at hand, the governor made his 
final arrangements, appointing his wifia SoiJa Isabel de Bobadilla 
to govern the island during his absence, with Juan de fioxas as 
lientenanb-govemor, and Francisco de Gunnan as his licntenant, 
in the city of Santiago. These two cavaliers had been in com- 
mand prior to his arrival at the island, and had proved them- 
selves worthy of this great mark of oonfidence.* 

• Tbe Inca, lib. L 0. 18. 

f F(«tDgneM RaUrtion, « viL, Harnn, D. vl L vii. & •• 
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CHAPTER VL 



Wmi^ the goveraor was waiting for a fair wind to embark and 
Mt soil, a ship was Been faovering off the port, driven thither by 
atreBS of weather, bnt eTidentlf eudeavoring to Veop to aea. 
Three times it was forced to the mouth of the harbor, and as 
often fought its way agaluat contrkry winds to the broad ocean, 
as if the greatest anxiety of the crew was to avoid the port. At 
length, after Btmggling fonr or five days against tempeatoous 
weather, it was compelled to come to anchor in the harbor. 

This ship came &om N'ombro de Dios, on the Isthmus of 
Panama, and this was the story of its singular conduct. On 
board it was Heman Ponce, an old comrade of Hernando De 
Soto. They bad sought their fortunes together in Peru, and 
when De Soto had left that country for a time to visit Spain, he 
entered into articles of partnership, or brotherhood, as it was 
called, with Heman Ponce, as was frequently done by the Span- 
ish discoverers and soldiers of fortune ia the new world. By ' 
these articles they bound themselves, during their lives, to an 
equal participation of gains and losses, and of all things, whether 
of honor or |«ofit. 
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After the depurtnre of De Soto for Spiun, Heman Ponoe liad 
ftmasBed much veslth, and had recovered Beverat debts whioh 
De Soto had left with him to be colleoted. HaTtng tamed all 
his property into gold and silver, and jevels and prectons stones, 
he embarlced for Spain, but, at the port of embarkation, heard of 
the new enterprise of his old oompauion De Soto, and that ha 
was at HftTsna with a great and expenuve armament for the oon- 
qnest ctf Florida. 

Heman Ponce had no ambition of joining in the conqnest ; 
mod feared that De Soto, having expended all his own wealth 
npon his oatfits, would claim his right of partnwBhip and seek to 
share the treasures he was carrying home, if not to gmsp the 
irtwle. Heman Ponce, therefore, had been anzioas to steer 
clear of the port of Havana and parsae his voyage, and had 
made large offers to the mariners to induce them to keep to sesi, 
but tempestnons weather had absolutely driven them Into port 
No sooner did Hernando De Soto hear of the arrival of his 
andent comrade and partner, than he sent persons on board to 
compliment and congratulate him upon his arrival, and invite 
him on shore to share with him his house, his possesaiona, and 
all his honors and commands. The message Jie followed up in 
person, repeating his congratulations and offers. 

Heman Ponce would gladly have dispensed with both com- 
pliments and fraternity, and quaked in secret for the safety of 
Us treasures. He affected, however, to reciprocate the joy and 
good will of his former comrade, but excused himself from 
landing until the following day, pleading the necessity of sleep 
and repose after the fatigues of the late tempest De Soto left 
him to ids repose, but suspecting, or having had some intimation 
of his real circumstances and designs, secretly stationed senti- 



N Google 



BONOEABLB OONBUCT OF DB BOTa M 

mIs "by BM and "by land to keep miek upon his moTotnents. Hu 
precautioDi were not in run. Henun Pouce about midni^t 
Mnt two eoffen, eontuning bU his gold, pearla, and preoiong 
etonu, to be conoealed in none hunlet, or bnried on the shore, 
IcftTing only the silver on board, to keep np appeuwices, intend- 
ing to pua it off on hie partner as the whole of his wealth. 

No sooner had the mariners landed the ooffers, and conTej^ed 
them some distanoe from the boat, than a party of sentinels 
mshed ont tna a thioket, pnt them to flight, seized npon the 
tressore, and eonvejed it to the goremor. 

The eonfnaioB and distress of Heman Ponoe, at losing his 
beloTod treasure, may easily be ima^ned. He landed the next 
day with a sorrowfol oountenanee, and took np his abode with 
DeSoto. 

In private conrersatioo, he revealed the misfortone of the 
preceding night. De Soto had been waiting for the oeoasion, 
and now broke forth indignantly, repraaehing him with having 
attempted to eonoeal his treasnres, throng^ want of faith in his 
juatiee and friendship. To show how groundless was hia di>- 
tmat, he ordered the ooJien to be brooght in, and requested him 
to open them and see if any thing were missing. 

He forthermore declared that all he had expended in his 
present nndertaking, and all tiie titles, eommanda, and privileges 
he had obtained ftxim the orown, he had eousidered as for their 
mntnal benefit, according to their terms of co-partnership and 
fraternity ; as he oonld proTS by witnesaes with him, who had 
been present at the ezeention of the writings. He now offered, 
whether he choee to aooompany him in his conquest or not, to 
share with him his titles and eommanda, or to yield to him snali 
of tlMm as he ought prefer. 
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Hernuf Ponce wu coofonnded b; the orerwIielDdng ooortesj 
of the governor, and the sense of his own delinqnencj ; but his 
heart yearned more after bis own treuorea than after all De 
Soto's anticipated oonqnestB. He excused himself as well as he 
eonld for the past, pretended to be highly gratified at being still 
considered partner and brother, but declined all participation in 
De Soto's titles. He bt^ged that their writings of oo-partner- 
■hip might be renewed and made public, and that his ExceUenoy 
would proceed with bis oonqoest, while he should return to 
Spain ; leaving to some future occasion the division of all their 
gains. To testify his aooeptanco of one half of the conquest, he 
entreated his Excellency to permit his wife Soiia Isabel da 
Bobadilla, to receive from him ten thousand dollars in gold and 
silver, to aid in the expenses of the expedition ; being the half of 
what he had brought from Peru. 

De Soto granted his prayer ; the ten thousand dollus were 
pud into the hands of Dona Isabel, the articles of co-partnership 
were renewed, and daring the whole stay of Heman Ponce at 
Havana, he was always addressed as his Ezeellenoy, and received 
Uie same personal honors as the governor. 

The heart of Heman' Ponce, however, rested with his money 
bags, and delighted not in these empty honors. Under varions 
pretexts, he deferred sailing for Spun until aftor the departure 
of De Soto and his army for Florida. Eight days after the 
governor had stuled, when there was no likelihood of his prompt 
return, Heman Fonoe addressed an instrument in writing to 
Joan do Ilojas, the lientonant-govemor, declaring that the ten 
thoosaud dollars given to Hernando de Soto had not been paid 
as a just debt, but extorted through fear lest he should make use 
of his power to strip him of all his property. He begged, there- 
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fore, tliat Dofia Isabel d« BobadilU might be compelled to refund 
them, othenriso be should oompbiin to the Emperor of the injiu- 
tice with which he had been treated. 

To this olum, Boria Isabel replied, that there were manj 
accounts both new and old to be settled between Henutn Ponce 
and her husband, as would be seen bj their writings of oo-part- 
nership. That Heman Ponce owed bcr husband more than fifty 
thonssnd ducata, as half of the amount expended in the outfit for 
the conqnest. She demanded, therefore, that be should be ai>- 
rested and held in safety until all these aoconnts could be ezam- 
ined and adjusted, which she offered immediately to attend to^ in 
the name of her husband. 

Heman Ponce obtained a hint of the new troubles preparing 
for him, and fearing, should he fall into the hands of justice, he 
would meet with but little mercy, he hoisted sail before the har- 
pies of the law could get hold of him, and made the best of his 
way to Spain, leading bis ten thousand dollars and all the nosct- 
tied accounts in the bands of DoHa Isabel.* Having thus dis- 
posed of this episode, we will step back eight days in our chro- 
nology, to relate the swling of the expedition for Florida. 
• BkL ot Florida, per el Iocs, Lib L 0. I^ 16. 
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" CHAPTER m 

THE ARHAIIENT BETS BAIL PltOM CUBA — ARRIVAL AND L 

FLORIDA — EXPLOIT OP VA8CO FORCALLO — THET COME VPOK THE 
FIRST TRACES OF FAJIFHII/) DB NARVAEZ. 

Ok the t2tli May * 1539, Hernando Be Soto sailed from Havana 
on liis great enterpriae. HU squadron DODBisted of eight largo 
Teseels, a caravel, and two IrigantineB, all freighted with ample 
meam of oonqaest and oolonixatioiL In addition to the forces 
brought from Spun, lie had been joined by manj volunteers, and 
Tocmits in Cuba, so that his annament, besides the ships' crews, 
amounted to a thonBand men, with three hnndred and fiftj 
horses. It was altogether the most splendid expedition that had 
yet set out for the new world. 

The prevalence of oontrarj winds kept the squadron toadng 
about, for several days, in the Qulf of Uexico. At length on 
Whitsunday, the twenty-fifth day of Hay, they arrived at the 
month of a deep bay, to which, in honor of the day, De Soto gave 
the name of Espiritu Santo, now known as Tampa Bay. 

They had Bcaroe arrived on the coast, when they beheld bale- 
fires biasing along the shores, and oolnmna of smoke rising in 

* In De Soto's letter to the m^futratM of Ssntltgo, he tjt, he taLed 
m the IStfa ti Maj. 
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difierent direcUona. It wu erident the natives hkd taken ike 
alarm, and were summoning th«ir warriors to assemble. Ds 
Botto was cautions, therefore, as to debarkinj; his troops, and A- 
mained sereral dajs Od board ; soandlng the harbor, and seeldng 
a secure landing-place. In the mean time a boat sent on shore 
to procure grass for the hones, brought off a qoantit; of green 
grapes, which grew wild in the woods. The; were of a kind 
different from any that the Spaniards had seen either in Mexico 
or Fern, and they regarded them with exultation as proo& of a 
fntitfol snd pleasant country. 

At length, on the last day of the month, a detachment of 
throe hundred soldiers landed, and took formal possession of the 
country, in the name of Charles T. Not a single Indian was to 
be seen, and the troops remuned all sight on shore, in a state of 
careless security. Towards the dawn of day, howerer, an im- 
mense number of savages broke npon them with deaiening yells ; 
several of the Spaniards were wounded with arrows, many were 
seised with panic, as new levied troops are apt to be in their first 
enoonnter, especially when in a strange land and assuled by 
strange foes. They retreated to the edge of the sea in oonfu- 
uon, crowding together so as to prevent each other from fighting 
to advantage, and sonnding the alarm with drum and tnuupel 

The din of the tnmnlt reached the fleet. The late seemingly 
li&Iess hulks were immediately as busy as hives of bees, iriien 
their republic is invaded : armor was buckled on in haste, and a 
reinforcement landed. The lieutenantgencral Vasoo Poioallo, 
with seven horsemen, took the lead, not a little pleased with 
having so early an opportunity of displaying his prowess. Bash* 
ing his spurs into hia horse, and brandishing his lance, he charged 
-upon the savages, who made bat rii^t resistance, and Sed. He 
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punned them fbr some distance, and then returned highly elated 
with this first snnff of battle. 

Scarcely had he reached the camp, however, when his horse 
staggered under him and fell 'dead, having been wounded bj an 
UTow in the course of the skirmish. The shaft had been sent 
with such force as to pass through the saddle and its housings, 
and to bury itself, one third of its length, between the ribs of 
the horse. Tosoo Poroallo rose triumphant from his fall, vaunt- 
ing that the fint horse that bad Mien in this expedition was his, 
and his the first lance raised against the infidels. 

The remainder of the troops were sow disembarked and en* 
camped on the borders of the bay, where they remained a few 
days reposing after the fatigues of the sea. They then marobed 
to a Tillage situated about two leagues distant ; whQe the ships, 
being lightened by the landing of the troops, were enabled, with 
the aid of the tide, to take their station opposite. 

The village was deserted by the inhabitants. It consisted of 
several large houses, built of wood and thatobed with palm- 
leaves. At one end stood a kind of temple, with the image of ft 
bird on top, made of wood, with gilded eyes. In this edifice w«re 
fonnd strings of pearls of small value, having been injured by 
the fire, In boring tiiem for necklaces and bracelets. 

In an opposite qnartor of the village, upon an artificial emi- 
nence near the shore, so oonstmcted as to serve as a fortress, 
stood the dwelling of the cftcique.* Here the governor took up 

* Mr. O. It. FairbaiikB infbrau ms tliat there k unr at Tsmpa, in utificU 
eadiKDca near the water, aoTrespoDdiiig to that m irhidi the hoose of file 
CMique is laid to h^iVe ttood ; and add^ to (rtreiif^«ii the belief thnt nidi 
•rtifidol Etmctures could last so Jimaj centuries, that excaratioiiB or emlulk- 
meiite ooce mads in a Bofl Uke that at Florida, do not beoome tSued for cni- 
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his remdence, with bis lieutenant, the retenn PorcaQo, and bis 
camp-master Lais de Moaeoso. The other honses were conTerted 
into buracks for the troops, and- atorehoiuoa for the proTisiona 
and ammanition bronght on shore from the vessels. The trees 
Hid boshes were cleared away, for the distanoe of a bow-shot 
roond the village, so as to ^ve room for the cavalry to act, and to 
guard against sadden surprise in the night time. Sentinels also 
were placed at every point, and parties of horsemen patrolled the 
neighborhood. 

The governor at length incoeeded in capturing a few strag- 
g^ng Indians, natlTes of the place, from whom he learned the 
oaiue of the fierce hostility of their countrymen, and their deser- 
tion of the village. Here it was that he firat came upon the trteea 
of his predecessor, Paftiphilo de Narvaes, and unfortunately they 
were of a cmel character. Narvaex in hie expedition to Florida 
h&d been bravely opposed by the cacique of this village, wbose 
name was HirriUgua.* He snooeeded, at length, In winning his 

tnriea ; and that eTen the alight ridgea made hj eaWTaticn, vaxj be traenl 
Tith ezactnefla in loreals deotely corered -with huge mka. He mjb it ta abo 
GO with tho tnuEs or patha, and as De Soto uDdoubtedJf roUowed these aa br 
u he was ahle, he thinks that in juilging of liia route, mndi attention diotdd 
be paid to tbeae Indian tiail^ -whidi, bom the many iatOTBDing ctnami, 
nrampe, and iaket, moat have been geuerally uaed. 

* We give thia name according to Onrdlaw de la Tega ; the PortugueBa 
nanator ccdla the cadqne Udta. Tbeee two authorities often ttiffer a« to In- 
dian ttameo. SonetimeB thej mcrdjr vary in tlra tptiSii^ aa is nattaal 
irlieie the names were caught by ear, and did not originally eoA in writing. 
At other ^es they differ entirely ; ooe oamtor haring probably beaid a 
Tillage and province called by its proper and pennanwit name, the other t^ 
the name of ib cacique. These diacrepaocies are commco and nnaToidsfal^ 
in the nanativee of adventures among aaTflge tribea, whose language is mv- 
written and but Mttle understood. Where irrecwJcilaMa differoMes occur, we 
are gtnei^y indined to UDaw the Inca, as he received hit fkcta from three 
3» 
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fnendship, and » imAy wu formed between them. Snbseqnent- 
~ ly, however, NuTaes becune ennged At the osmqiie for some no- 
known reason, and in a tnuuport of paaaion had ordered his nose 
to be cat off, and hia mother to be torn to pieoee by dogo. These 
jaercilesH wrongs, as may well be mppoaed, had filled the heart 
of Hirrihigna with the bitterest hatred of the white mea 

Be Soto endeaTored to appease the eaeiqae and gain his 
friendship. For this pnrpoee he treated his aabjects whom he 
had captured in the kindest manner, and sent them, laden with 
presents, to seek their chieftain and invite him to amicable inter- 
oonrse. The cacique was indignant at his snbjeots for daring to 
bring him meosages &om a race who had iignred and insulted him 
M dec^y. " I want none of their speeches nor promises," said 
be, bitterly, " bring me their heads, and I will reoeire them joy- 
ftiUy." 

De Soto was reluctant to leare so powerful a foe between 
himself and his ships, and endearored, by repeated enroys, to 
soften his animosity : bat every message only provoked a more 
Intter and soomful reply. 

While thus negotiating with this vindictive savage, he receiv- 
ed intelligence that there was a Spaniard, a surTivor of the fol- 
lowers of Punpfailo de Narvaei, living onder the protection of a 
neighboring caciqne called Mscozo.' To obtain the services of 
this Spaniard was now a matter of great moment with the gover- 
nor, for, having lived upwards of ten years in the oountiy, and 

diS^rent members of tba eipeditioQ, coe a gmtlanan of nink, tLe othci two 
prirateaoldien; irhcreaa tlia Pui1iigu«M account hu merdj the authori^ 
of a angle iritiicBa. Hie account of the tiansactioas eo Uudliig are diiefly 
taktti from tbc Inca, lod occasioiiaUf from the Ptatugoeee Narrative. 
* MocoKk Porhigueae SarraHivn. 
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become aoqnunted with the lu>gmg« and castoms of the MtiToa, 
be was well fitted to act U guide, interpreter, and ne|;otistor. 
He Bceordingly dispatched the hnve and traaty Baltasar do Gal- 
legos, the ehief Algtuiil, at the head of sixty lances, and under 
the gnidanoe of a native Indian, on an embassy to the oaciqne 
Hnooio, to oht^ the release of the Spaniard, and invite the 
ohieftun to the camp, witli assoranoes of great friendship and 
mnnifioent rewards. 

As this Spaniard was snbseqnentl; of great service thron^- 
oot the expedition, and as his story is illustrative of the oharaoter 
and customs of the natives, and of the implacable reseotment of 
the eadque Hirrihigua, we will diverge t<a a moment from the 
BKun ooorse of our umtive, to relate whim ptttioolars of his fed- 
Tcntoree. 
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Shoetlt after Pampbilo de Karraei had left the Tillage of 
Hirrihigna, on his disastrooa inarob into tHe interior, a small 
Tesael of his fleet, jthiA vas in quest of him, pnl into the bay of 
EspiritD Santo. Anchoring before the town, they eaw a tew 
Indians, who made aigua for them to land, pointing to a letter 
in the end of a oleft reed, atnck in the ground. The Spaniards 
Bnppoaed, and probably with jastice, that it 'was a letter of in- 
stmction left by Narraei, giving information of his moTements 
and destination. They made signs for the Indians to bring it to 
them. The latter, however, refused, bnt getting into a canoe 
came on board, where foor of them offered to remain as hostages 
for snob Spaniards as chose to go on shore for the letter. Upon 
this, four Spaniards stepped into the oanoe and were swiftly 
conveyed to the shore. The moment they landed, a multitude 
of BBVageB ruBhed out of the village and sarrounded them, and, 
at the same time, the hostages on board plunged into the sea and 
Bwam to shore. The crew of the vessel, seeing the number of 
the enemy, and dreading some further mishap, made sul with all 
haste, abandoning their Incklesa comrades to their fate.* 

c 1. PortugncM Nurath-e, c 9 
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Th« captiTM were conreyed with Bsvage trininph into the 
village of Hirrihigiu ; for the whole had been a Btntagem of the 
cacique, to get some of the white men into his power, npon whom 
he might wreak hia Tengeance. He plaoed his priaonera under 
A Btroag guard, until a day of religioua festival. Thej were then 
stripped naked, led out into the public square of the Tillage, and 
tamed loose, one at a time, to be shot at with arrows. To pro- 
long their misery and the enjoyment of their tormentora, but 
one Indian wati allowed to shoot af a time. la this way the 
first three were saorifioed, and the oaetque took a Tindiotiva 
plearare in beholding them, running in their agony from corner 
to comer, vainly seeking an asylum in every bdo]^ nntU after re- 
peated wounds they were shot to death. 

Juan Ortii, a youth, soaroe dghteen yean of age, of a noble 
&mily of Serilte, was the foorth victim. At they were leading 
him forth, his extreme youth toiuhed with eompaasion the 
heattji of the wife and daughters of the eaoiqne, who interceded 
in hia lavor. 

The cacique listened to their importunities, and granted fbr 
the present ike life of Ortis ; — ^bot » wretched lift did he lead 
From morning until evenii^ he was employed in bringing wood 
and water, and was allowed but little sleep and scanty food. 
Not a day passed that he was not beaten. On festivals he was 
an object of barbarous amnseitmit to the cacique, who would 
oblige him to run, from suniise until sunset, in the puhlio 
sqnaie of the village, where hie companions had met their nn- 
timtlf end ; Indians being stationed with hows and arrows, to 
shoot hira, should be halt one moment. When Iha day was 
spent, the unfortunate youth lay stretched on the hard floor of 
the hut, more dead than alive. At such times the wife and 
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^n^tera of the csoique would come to him priTat«ly irith food 
■nd clothing, and b; their kind treatment Us life vu preseired. 

At length the caciqae, determining to pat an end to his 
Tiotim'a existence, ordered that he should be bound down npon 
a wooden frame, in the fonn of a hnge gridiron, placed in tlie 
public Bqoare, over a bed of lire ooals, and roasted aliTe. 

The cries and shrieks of the poor joath reached his female 
protectors, and their entreaties were once more Bncoessfnl witJi 
the csciqne Thej unbound Ortii, dragged him from the fire, 
and took him to their dwelling, where they bathed ?iiin with the 
jnioe of herba, and tended him with asaidaons care. Afta 
many days he reoorered from his wounds, though marked with 
many a soar. 

His employment was now to gnard the cemetery of the Til- 
lage. This was in a lonely field in the bosom of a foresi The 
bodies of the dead were deposited in wooden boxes, ooreied 
with boards, without any ftstening except a stone or a log of 
wood lud upon the top ; so that the bodies were often earned 
away by wild beasts. 

In this cemetery was Ortii statimied, irith a bow and arrows, 
to watch day and night, and was t«]d that should a single body 
be carried away, he would be burnt alire. He returned thanln 
to God for having freed him from tiie dreaded presence of the 
oadqne, hoping to lead a better life with the dead than he had 
done with the living. 

While watching thus one long wearisome ni^t, sleep OTer> 
pcnrerad him towards morning. He was awakened b; the fill- 
ing lid of one of the chests, and, nmning to it, found it empty. 
It had contained the body of an infiuit recently deceased, th» 
diild of an Indian of great note. 
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Ortii doubted not some animal had dragged it away, and im- 
mediately set oat in parsniL After wandering for some time, 
]ie beard, a abort diatanoe trithin the woods, a noiae like that 
of a dog gnawing bonei. Warily drawing near to the spot, he 
dimly perceived an animal among the btuhes, and invoking eno- 
OOF from on high, let fly an arrow at it The tiiick and tangled 
underwood prevented his seeing the eSeot of lus shot, bnt aa the 
animal did not stir, be flattered bimaelf that it had been fatal : 
with this hope be waited nntil the day dawned, when be beheld 
his viotim, a huge animal of the panther kind* lying dead, 
the arrow having passed through bis entrails and oleft his 
heart 

Oathering together the mangled renuuns of the in&nt, and 
raplaoing them in the cofin, Ortii dragged bis victim in trinmpk 
to the village, with the arrow still in his body. The exploit 
gained him credit with the old hunters, and for some time sof- 
tened even the ferocity of the oariqae. The resentment of the 
latter, however, for the wrongs he had snfiered from white men, 
was too Utter to be appeased. Some time after, bis eldest 
dangbter came to Ortii, and warned, him that hei father bad de- 
termined to sacrifloe him at the next festival, which was just at 
band, and that the inflnenee of her mother, her sisters, and 
henelf wonld no longer avail him. She wished bim, therefore, 
to take refnge with a neighboring oaciqoe named Unooso, who 
loved her and songht her in marriage, and who, for her salw, 
would befriend him. " This very night at midnight," said the 
kind-hearted maiden,' " at the norUiem extremity of the .village 
yoc will find a tnisty friend who will guide yon to a bridge, 

* Tbe Idcb calls tlus aaiihal n Vaa, u the Spanish diicoTeT«ri were 
prmo t« tan ■mmab of Um tiger o panther kind. 
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abont two leagues henoe ; on airiTing there, yoa. mtut lend Um 
back, that lie may reach home before the morning dawn, to avoid 
Bnspicion — for well he knows that this bold act, in daring to 
assist jou, may bring down destraction upon qb both. Six 
leagues further on, yon will come to the Tillage of Hneoao— tell 
him that I have sent jou, and expect him to be&iend jon in your 
eitromity— I know he will do it — go, and may your God pnteot 
yon I" Ortii tiirew himself at the feet of hia generous pro- 
tectresB, and poured out his aoknowledgments for the kindness 
die had always shown him. The Indian guide was at the place 
appointed, and they left the village without alarming the warlike 
Bavagea. When they oame to the bridge, Ortii sent back the 
guide, in obedienoe to the injnnetion of his miBtraas, and, oon- 
tiauiDg his flight, found himself^ by break of day, on the banks 
of a email stream near the village of Huooio. 

Locking eautionsty around, he espied two Indiana flihing. 
Aa he waa unaequainted with their language, and could not 
explun the oause of his eoming, he was in dread lest tht^ should 
take him for an enemy and kill him. He, therefore, ran to the 
place where they had deposited their weapons and aeiaed npon 
them. The savages fled to the village without heeding lus as- 
Burances of friendly intention. The inhabitants sallied ont with 
bows and arrows, as thongh they would attack him. Ortii fixed 
an arrow in his bow, but cried ont at the same moment, that 
he came not as an enemy but as an amhaasador from a female 
eacique to their chief. Fortunately one present understood 
him, and interpreted his words. On this the Indians unbent 
tiidr bows, and returning with him to their village, presoi.ted 
him to Mucoio. The latter, a youthful obieftain, of a graceful ■ 
fonn and handsome countenanoe, received Ortii kindly for I'-t 
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uke of her who had sent him ; bat, on further acquaintanoe, be- 
Bame attaohed to him for hia own merits, treating him with tfi« 
affection of a brother. 

Hirrihigna soon heard where the fugitive had token rofngfl, 
and demanded several times that he should be delivered up; 
Mnooio aa often declined ; conBidering himself bound b^ the 
laws of honor and hospitality to protect him. Hirrihigua then 
employed as mediator another caoiquo, a brother-in-law of Ma- 
coio, by the name of Urribarraouii, who went in person to 
demand Ortis. The generous Mucozo, however, refused to 
deliver np to a omel enemy, the poor fugitive who had oome 
recommended to his protection, and treated the very request as 
a stain upon his honor. The two caciques oontinned their im- 
' portnoities, hut the high-minded savage remained faithful to his 
guest, though in maintaining inviolate the saored rites of hospi' 
tality, he tost the friendship of his brother-in-law, and forfeited 
the hand of her he tenderly loved, the beautiful dav^hter cf 
Hirrihigua. 
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CHAPTER a 

BALTAZ&& DE OALLEOOS DISPATCHED IN SEAKCH QT JVAH ORTIZ 

— THE CACIQUE MVCOZD, AND ArrEKWAODS uis hotht:k, visit 

TU£ SPANISH CAMP. 

IS39. 

At this junoture tidinga reached Mucoio of tho Rrriral of De 
Soto and hia troopa at the Tillage of Himhigna, and tiiat it was 
their intention to conqner the oonntry. Alarmed at this intelli- 
gence, he addressed himself to Ortts. " Yon all know," said he, 
" vbat I have done for jon ; that I have sheltered you vhen 
fHendless, and hare chosen rather to fall into disgrace with mj 
relations and neighbors, than to deliver jon into the hands of 
jonr enemies. This I did without thon^t or hope of reward, 
but the time has come when you. can repay me for m; friend' 
ship. Qo to the chieftun of this army of white men — represent 
to him the asylnm I have extended to yon, and which, in like 
ease, I wonld have afforded to any of your countrymen — entreat 
him, in return, not to hiy waste my territory, and assure him 
that I and mine are ready to devote ouraelves to his serrice." 

Ortii gladly departed on the mission, accompanied by fifty 
chosen warriors. It happened that about the same time Baltasar 
de G alleges had been dispatched, as has been already mentioned, 
on his embassy to Mnooio. 
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As Ortii and his Indiua Moort, thorefora, were on tktai my 
to the Tillage of Hirribigna, thej eune in sight of Bftltuu, and 
his bond of laneen, gliatcning at a diatanoe, in the midat of r 
Tordant plain, skirted bj a wood. 

The Indiana vonld have oonoealed thenuehrea in the forest, 
until the Christians could be informed that they were friends ; 
bat Ortis slighted their adyioe, insisting that his ooontrymen 
would at once reoognise him : not reflecting that in appearance 
he was in nowise different from his savage companions, being 
like them almost naked, his body browned by exposure to the 
snn, his arms painted, a qnirer at his baok, a bow and arrow in 
his band, and his head adorned with feathers. 

No sooner did the Spaniards descry the Bttragcs, than they 
oamedown upon them at full gallop, heedless of the voice of their 
captain ; for they were newly raised soldiers, full of spirit, and 
eager for a brush with the natives. 

The Indians fied terrified to the wood. One, however, was 
overtaken and slain. Joan Ortia was assaulted by Alvaro 
Nieto, one of the stontest and boldest troopera in ihe army. 
Ortii parried the thmat of his lance with his bow, ronning at 
the same time, and leaping from side to side with great agility to 
avoid the horse, crying out lustily Xivilla, Xivilla — ^meaning 
Serille, Seville ; and making the sign of the cross with his arm 
and bow, to signify that he was a Christian.* 

Alvaro Nieto hearing him cry out XlviUa, demanded of him 

whether he was Juan Ortis. On his replying in the affirmative, 

he seised him by the arm, lifted him npon the cronp of his 

saddle, and sconred away to present him to Baltacar de Gallegos. 

' The captain received him with great joy, and ordered his troopers 

• Bitdma Mjs he iat<tod tbs name of tb« Vkgia 
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to be recalled, who were beating up the woods and banting the 
poor Indi&DH like so many deer. 

Ortiz himself went into tbe forest and called to the Indiaos, 
to come ont and fear nothing. Many, however, fied back to their 
village, to acquaint MncoEO with what had happened- Others 
joined Ortiz in small parties, npbraiding him with his rashness, 
bnt when they found one of their people wounded, the; were so 
exasperated, that they would have laid violent hands npon him 
had not the Spaniards been present. 

They were at length, pacified. The soldiers bound up the 
wounds of the Indian, and placed him apon a horse. The troop- 
ers, having taken up all the Indians behind titem, galloped 
away fbr the encampment of the governor. Previonsly to setting 
off, however, Ortiz dispatched an Indian to Maooso, with a true 
account of the late events, lest that cacique should be irritated 
by the alarming statement brought by the Aigitivea.* 

Tbe night was alreadyforadvanoedwhenBaltaiardcGallegoa 
and his band reached the eamp. When the governor beard the 
tramp of their horse, he feared some mischanae had befallen them, 
OS he had not looked for them before the expiration of three days. 
His apprehen none were soon turned to rejoicing. He praised Oal- 
legos and his men for the skill and snooess of their expedition, and 
received Ortiz as his own son, sympathiEing with his past soSer- 
ings, and presenting him with a suit of clothes, arms, and a good 
boree.f The Indians he treated with kindness, and ordered the 
wounded savage to be carefully attended. He then dispatohed 
two of the natives to Hnoozo, thanking him for hia past kindnesi 

* FortugueM Hanative, a 8, Hemra, D. vL L. tE t 9. 
t Portuguese IfBrrstiTe, c. 1. QftrdkM de la Vtfft, P. i LiL ft 1. Bte- 
rera, Decad vi L, tii c. 10. 
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to Ortii, accepting Iiui proffers of friendship, and inTiting him to 
the camp. Not ta eje was dosed this night, hut ono and all 
joined in the rerelry which weloomed the liberation of poor 
Ortis. 

On the third day afler the envoys had been dispatohed, the 
«wiqne arriTed, aooompanied by his irarriors. He kissed the 
iuuide of the governor with great veneration, sainted each one of 
the oSoers, and made a slight oheiaanoe to the privates. De 
Bote received him with affectjonate courtesy, and assured him that 
hie people would bo ever grateful to him for all his past kindness- 
«. " What I have done nnto Ortii," said Mnooxo, " is but little 
indeed ; he came commended to me, and threw himself upon my 
protectioa There is a law of our tribe, which forbids our betray- 
ing a fugitive who aaks an aaylnm. But his own virtue and 
courage entitled' him to all the respect shown him. That I have 
pleased your people, I rejoice exceedingly, and by devoting my- 
self, henceforth, to their service, I hope to merit their esteem." 
These words were uttered with so much grace, his bearing was so 
noble and lofty, and his manner so full of kindness, that De Soto 
and his officers were touched, and made presents to him and bis 
warriors. 

Two days afterwards oame the mother of Muooso, overwhelm- 
ed with grief because her son was tn the power of the Christiana. 
She never would have consented to bis visiting the army, but was 
absent at the time of his departure. She pasBionatcIy entreated the 
governor to deliver up her son, and not serve him as Narvaez had 
served Hirrihigna. " He is young," said sho ; " only give him his 
liberty, and take me, who am a poor old woman, and treat me as 
yoa please. I will bear any punishment for both." So goto en- 
deavored to reassure her by expressions of gratitude and friend- 
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ship for her son uid herself ; but thongli she remained three da^a 
in the camp, and ms treated b; every one with respect and kind- 
ness, she continued anxious and snspicioua. She ate at the table 
of the governor, but would partake of nothing nntil Ortii Iiad 
tasted it ; fearing she nught be poisoned. " How is this," said k 
Spaniard to her, " that jon have now so great a fear of death, yon 
who offered to die for yonr son !" 

" I hare the same love of life as other mortals," replied she, 
" but most willingly would I lose it to sare a son, who is far 
dearer to me than life itself I" 

Even when assured of the perfeot liberty of Hacoio, and that 
he (mly remained for a time with the Spaniards through eboioe^ 
because they were young braves like himself, she was but poorly 
comforted, and departed sorrowing for her horaa On parting 
she took Juan Ortii aside, and besought him to liberate Uuooio, 
isBsmueh as he.had saved him from the vengeful bands of Hir- 
rihigna. 

Th« cacique remained in the army eig^t days, and dunag this 
time became very fomiliar, and was inspired with perfeot confi- 
denee in the Spaniards. He went home well contented, and tn- 
quently afterwards revisited the governor, brining always a Dum- 
ber of presents.* 

• GHcOaao de la V^a. P. L L iL & T, 8. 
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CHAPTER 1 

XHE OOTEKNOB ENDEAVOKB TO GAIN THE FKIENOSBIP OF THE CAOIQUI 

OF msBiHiauA — GALi-Eaos disfatcheh om ak expedition to 

THE VILLAGE OF mtEIBAUBACAXI — HE HEARS OF A BEOION TO 
THE WEBTWABD ABOTTNDINQ IN GOLD. 

1030. 
While these thinge were pasBing in the ctmp, the proTi- 
■ioni and mnnitiona were landed from the canvela, and stored 
away ia the rillage of Hitrihigoa. The Adelantado, foUowing 
the example of Cortcfl and other renowned capt&ins, dispatched 
■eren of the largest TeBsela to the Havana, in order that hie fol- 
lowers might lose all hope of leanng the con&try, retaining only 
a caravel and two brigaatines to ke^ command of the lea-coaat 
and of the baj* He ^pointed Pedro Galderon to the command 
of this important post. He was a hardy Teteran, norsed in a 
rongh school, amid camps uad battle scenes, and had served in 
bis youth under the great Captain Gonsalvo do Cordova. 

De Soto left no means untried to gun the friendship of Hir* 
rihigna, being aware that the example of this powerful chieftain 
would have great swaj with the neighboring oaciqnes. Accord- 
ingly, whenever the troopers, in foraging tho adjacent country, 
eaptared a Tassal of this cacique, he instantly sent him home 
loaded with presents and kind messages, urging Hirrihigua to 

• Hcmn, HM. lad, Decsd vi L vii & la 
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accept IiiB proffered unity, uid promiBing every repufttion fi>r 
the wrongs inflicted upon Um by Pamphilo de Nmraex. These 
wrongs, howerer, were too deep to be easily obliterated from the 
stem boBom of the chieftain. The only reply he deigned to give 
was, " The memory of my injuries forbids my sending a Und 
answer, and a harsh one your courtesy will not allow me to re- 
turn." Still these constant and onwearied exertions of De Soto 
in some measure mitigated the deadly rancor of the cadque 
against the Spaniards. 

The goremor made many inquiries of Ortii respecting the 
country, and whether there was any region abounding in gold 
and silver. Ortii knew of none, and could yield but little in- 
formation. When with Hirrihigua he had been closely watched, 
and not allowed to wander: and although while dwelling with 
MnooEo he had perfect liberty, yet he dared not venture fiir, 
through fear of being waylaid by his enemies. He had heard 
.much, however, of a cacique named Urribarracaxi, whose vil- 
lage was thirty leagues distant, who was the most powerfnl 
chieftain of the country. To him Mucoio, Hirrihigua, and all 
the otiicT caciques of the coast paid tribnt«, and his territories 
were &r more fertile and abundant than those nearer ibe 
sea.* 

TJpcn this the governor dispatched Baltozar de Gallegos on 
an expedition to the village of this powerful cacique. Gallegos 
chose the same sixty lances that had accompanied him when in 
search of Juan Ortiz, and other sixty fcct-soldiera, aimed with 

* Pcrtoguese Belatuii, c. 9. TL* name of Oie cacique ai the PcrtngiWM 
NairatiTe ia Pamcoid. In the relatkn of Luia Heraaudei de Biedma, and 
ID D« Soto'a letter to the mtglstnites of Saatiogo, he ii called Hmr^ncuii 
Wo Itilow the Idcl 
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erou-bows ukd bnoklen. He vu Mcompuiied b; Ortiz, u 
guide uid interpreter. On kpprokcliing the Tillage of Hnooio, 
the nciqne came forth to reonve them, and cntertuned them fiw 
the niffht with great hospitality. On the following morning 
the oaptain demanded of him a guide to the village of Urribar- 
racazi. The cociqae at first thought their designs npon the vil- 
lage were hostile, and shran): with noble spirit firam what would 
have been an act of perfidy against Ma relative and neighbor. 
When be found, however, that they were on a friendly errand, 
and only wanted one of his vassals as a precursor, to go before 
and inform Urribarracazi of their amioable intentions, he gladly 
furnished them with an Indian for the purpose, who bad been a 
bat friend of Juan Ortiz. 

In their march thus far into the interior they had been oc- 
casionally impeded by moraases, whi<^, however, became less fre- 
quent the farther they went from the sea. They observed many 
tre«a similar to those of Spain, such as walnnt, oak, mulberry, 
plain, pine, and evergreen oak. There were vrild grapes also in 
abundance. 

The distance from the village of Mucozo to that of Iiis bro- 
ther-in-law was about seventeen leagues. They arrived there in 
four days, but fonnd it deserted, the iuhabitants having fied to 
the woods. They sent their envoy repeatedly to the oaoique, 
with the most friendly messages, but every effort to draw him 
from bis retreat proved fruitless, thou^ he manifested no hos- 
tility in word or deed. Qallcgos made diligent i&qniry of ths 
Indians they met with aa to any provinoa whero gold and lahm 
were to be found. They replied that there was a country to the 
westward called Ooali, the inhabitants of which were continually 
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at mr with tho people of uiotfaer pnmnce, ia vhieh the Spring 
luted all the jear long, and gold was bo plenty that their war- 
rion wore head-pieces of that preoions molal* 

* FortngoeM NmtMre, c. 10. * 
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CHAPTEK XL 

THE SXFXDinON OF THE TTTEKAN VASOO 7OaGJU.L0 IN QtlEVT 
OF TBS CACiqUE HIBRIHIQUA, AND HOW HE FABSD IK A 
SWAHr. 

ISSB. 

Aptkr Hernando da Boto bad dispatched Qallegoa on his ex- 
ploring expedition, he received intelligenoe that the oaaiqno 
Hinihigua was conoealed in a foiest at no great distance ttonk 
the oamp. He was about to Bend a captun with an armed' 
force in quest of him, when the enterprise was clumed by the 
Ijeatenaut-general, Vasoo Poroallo de Figneroa. This brave old 
esTBlier had » psesion for militarj' exploit, and was, withal, a 
little Tsinglorions. He thought this a fitting opportonity to 
sign&liEe himself, and Insisted upon having the honor of oaptnr- 
ing this fogitive, yet formidable cacique. The enterprise being 
gTMited to him, he preptued for it in his usual style ; for ho vu 
fimd of parade, and generous in all his appointments. Having 
selected a hand of horaemcn and foot^oldiers, he put himself at 
their head and sallied forth from the camp, well mounted, and 
eased in glittering armor, vaunting that he would bring home 
Hinihigua either a prisoner or a friend.* 

* QsTcOaao de la Yt^ F, L L. H c 9. Borcn, WtA. lad, Decad. tL L 
yiLclO. 
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Ha Itad not proceeded far, however, when he wu met b; an 
Indian mcBsengcr, Bent by Hirrihiguo, who had receiTed intelli- 
gonoe bj his spies of the armed force marching in quest of him. 
The meseeoger entreated Vasco Forcallo on the part of Hirri- 
higua, not to proceed any further, as the caciqne was in so secure 
a foitresB that, irith all his exertions, he oould not get to him ; 
whereas he and his troops would be exposed to infinite perils ^m 
the rlTers, morasses, and tangled forests, which be would have to 
pass. The caoiqae added, that be gave this advice, not throo^ 
any fear for himself, bat In consequence of tbo forbearance mani- 
fested by the Spaniards, in not injuring bis territory, or bis 
subjects. 

Vasco Forcallo listened to the messenger with incredulity; 
persuading himself that fear, not gratitnde nor conrtesy, dictated 
the message ; so he ordered the trumpet to sonnd, and marched 
on. As he advanced, messenger after messenger encountered 
him, all repeating the warning to return, and they at length be- 
came BO frcqaeut as almost to overtake each other. The more, 
however, he was warned to retnm, the more obstinately did tho 
stout-beartcd' and hot-headed cavalier persist in advancing;' 
taking every thing by contrary, and judging of the panic of -the 
cacique by the frequency of his messages. Hts only fear was 
that the priie might take to flight, and escape him. He sparreil 
on hotly, therefore, with his troops, until they arrived at a vasC 
and dismal morass. 

Here his mon, percdving t&e truth of the warnings, remon- 
strated about the diffionltvand danger of attempting this morass. 
Yasco Forcallo, however, nt^ put himself too much on his met- 
tle to be easily daunted. H^ insisted upon their entering ; but, 
being an old soldier, be knew the efieot, in time of diSculty, of sct- 
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iaag u ezunple ; bo, putting apnn to his hone, he duhed for- 
vturd, Bad his men fbllowed him pell-mell into the morus. Vosoo 
Porcallo l^id not proceeded tu, however, irhen, ooming to k deep 
miry place, hie horse fionndered and felL The peril of the lies- 
temmt-genoral wu immiamt ; the horse had fkUen npon one of 
his I^a BO as to pin him down, while the weight of his armor 
contributed to sink Mm in the mire. Both horse and ridor were 
in danger of safiocation; nor oonld anjr one come to their aid, 
being in a perieot quagmire, where all who entered wonid be ez- 
poaed to like peril 

At length, with infinite diScnlty, the worthy oavalior eztri- 
eated himself and his steed from this dismal bog, and landed 
onoe more on firm ground, covered with mud and mire. All bis 
Tunglory was at an end, he was out of hnmor with himself and 
felt mortified in the sight <^ his soldiers. The sarage whom he 
had oome to fi^t and captnre, instead of encountering him with 
deadly weapons) had oonqoered him by oourteons and friendly 
messages, and his Tainglorions enterprise had ended in a straggle 
in a qnagmire. 

Ordering his men to &oe abont, he set ont on his return to 
eamp, in &r different mood &om that in which he had sallied fbrth. 
Amidst the mortifioations of his present plight, he called to mind 
hi* pleasant and oomfortable home at Cuba, and the easy and 
InxnrioaB life he had led there. He reflected that be was no 
longer a boy ; that the rigor of his days was past ; that his 
present disaster was but a slight foretaste of the toils and 
troubles that most attend this oonqnerlng expedition ; that ho 
was not obliged to encoonter them, but had better return to hia 
home, and leave the oonipieBt of Florida for the young hotheads 
who were embarked in it 
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BerolTiDg these and similar thoughts in hii mind, the wortlij 
old oaTalier, kIL bedabhled «nd bemired, and totally oreBt-&lIeB, 
lode along in omsty and querolonfl jet half-whim^^ hnmor, 
mattering his fanoiea to himself, and ejaculating, in a broken 
manner, the bard Indian names, with an t^ioasional enrse upon 
them f(» their mggedness. " Hnrri-harri I Horri-higa I Barr»- 
cozal Hnrri-harri — the devil take a conntrj whera the great 
men have such infamous names I A fine oommonoement this 1 
promising omens of fntare Inok I Qloriona middles and ends to 
be aagored from such beginnings I — Well, let those work for food 
and fame who are in need of them. For my part, I have riches 
and honor enough to last for the rest of my lifo, and to learo 
behind me." 

In thia moody way the worthy Tasco Porcallo arrived at the 
eamp. All his dreams of conquest were at an end. The martial 
fire caught from the young sparks of the army, which had bUied 
np SO suddenly in his bosom, was as suddenly extingoished. 
His only thought now was, how to get rid of his command of 
lieutenant-general, and to get safe back to his comfortable horns 
in Cuba. With those views he presented himself at onoe before 
De Soto, and, stating bis reasons with honest force and hearty 
sincerity, applied for permission to naiga. The governor 
granted it with the same promptness and grace with which he 
had accepted his oS'er to join the enterprise, and moreorer fiir- 
nisbed Lim with the galUot San Anton, to convoy him to th« 
island. 

The worthy veteran now set to work as eagerly to get out of 
the expedition as he had dona to enter npon it His trua of 
servants, Spanish, Indian, and negro, were embarked with all 
speed ; but when the gallant old cavalier eame to take leave of 
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hia yonng oompaniona in aims, and the eoldiera he had Utely 
aspired to lead so Tainglorioosly, his magnificent spirit broke 
ibrth. He made gifts to the right and left, dividing among the 
offioera and knights all the anna, accoutrements, horses, and 
camp equipage with which he had come so lavishlj and osltenta- 
tionsly proTided, and gare fbr the use of the army all the ample 
store of provisions and munitiona brought for the use of himself 
and his retinne. This done, he bade &rewell to campaigning, 
and set sail for Oaba, much to the regret of the army, vho 
lamented that so galliard a apirit should have burnt out bo soon. 
The only one that remained behind of the train of Vasco 
POTcallo, waa hia natural son, named Gomec Suarei de Figueroa, 
whom he had by an Indian woman in Cuba, and with whom he 
left two horses and arms, and other neoeasaries. This youth, 
throughout this expedition, conducted himself as a good knight 
and soldier, and a worthy aon of such a &ther, serving with 
great promptitude on all oocasiona* 

* Tike Inea, P. I L. IL & 11. 
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CHAPTER m 



m BOTO LEAVES PEDKO CALDEBOM WITH A OARKIEON IN KIRU- 

taaVA, AND SETS OUT ON HIS HABCH IKTO THE INTE&IOU 

THE DIFFICULTIES HE ENCOUSTEJtED— OONZALO BlLTESTHa BENT 
BACK WITH A MESSAGE TO CAL&EKON. 

Ifi39. 

On tlM day after the departure of Tasco Porcallo, a young wnt- 
lier named Gontalo Silrestre, followed by three other horsomeD, 
rode into the camp, sent by Baltuar de Qallegos. They brought 
&Tonble aooonnts from 6«Uegos of the oonntry he had explored, 
and aunranoes that in the village of TJrribarracaxi and ite neigh- 
borhood were provisions euongh to sustain the army for several 
days. 

One drawback on their favorable intelligence was, that beyond 
the town of Urrabarracaxi extended a vast and dismal swamp, 
czoeedingly diffionlt to be traversed. The Spaniards, however, 
vbo were all alert for action and affventnre, made light ct 
this obstaele, averring that God had given man gnnios and dex- 
terity with which to make his way through every difficulty. 

Satisfied from the relation given by theso men that lie might 
readily penetrate into the interior, the governor issued orders 
fi>r every one to prepare to march on the fourth day. In the 
mean time he dispatched Gonsalo Silvestre, with twenty hotio- 
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men, to notify BalUsar d« Gallef^ of his intended march to join 

As there was a great qnttntlty of arms, unmomtion, and pro- 
liiioDB in the Tillage of Hirrihigua, he left a garrison there of 
forty horsemen ^d eighty foot-soldiers, with Pedro Calderon as 
osptun ; vho 'bad oomnumd also of the shipping in the harbor, 
consisting of a caravel and two brigantines with their orews. 

Thejr were enjoined to remain quiet, and not to more to any 
other place without orders from De Soto r they were, moreover, 
to oidtivate peace with the Bnrroandiiig Indians ; not to make 
wur npou them, even thongh they were tannted and insulted ; 
and, above all, to treat Sf uooeo with marked friendship. 

Having made all these aTrangements, and trusting, as well he 
might, in Pedro Galderon as a good soldier and discreet captain, 
De Soto set ant on the appointed day, with his main force, from 
the Bay of Espiritu Santo and the village of Hirrihigua. It 
was an ardaons and difficult tosh to condnet snch a body of 
troops, enoiunbered with armor and with all kinds <^ baggage 
and supplies, through a wilderness, exposed to hardships and 
dangers, and & wild kind of war&re, to all which most of them 
were entirely onaccnstomcd. 

As a leading object with the governor, also, was to found a 
colony, ho was encumbered with many things that embarrassed 
the march of his army. Aaong these are particularly noted three 
hundred swine, with which he intended to stock the country when 
iM should settle, having been found the most advantageous stock 
for the sustenance of new colonies. These animals were plaoed 
in charge of a oompany of horse, to keep them to the line of march, 
and guard them in traversing the swamps and rivers. 

Besides the matchlocks and cross-bows with which the infitn- 
*• 
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irj trere armed, there wu one piece of ordnaoce in the army, the 
traaBportation of which maat have cost Tast labor, while it ap- 
pean never to have rendered any efficient seirice. 

After two daya' march, always to the northeast, De Soto, on 
the moraing of the third day, oame in sight of the village of Hn- 
0010.* The caoique came forth to receiTe him, expressing great 
grief at bis intended departure from the oonntry, and entreating 
him to remun that night in his Tillage. The gOTemor, however, 
ezcttsed himself, not wishing to taslc his hospitality with bu<^ a 
mnltitade of guests. He again expressed his thanks for the kind- 
ness shown to Juan Ortii, and commended to his friendship and 
good offices the raptalnand aoldiers who remaned in garrison in 
the village of Hirrihigna. The t^oique promised to observe to- 
wards tbem the strictest amityV- He then took leave of the gth 
Tonior and his principal office'rs and csvaliers, with many em< 
braces and apparently sincere t«aMij praying that the son might 
chine upon them thronghout their' journey, and prosper them in 
all their undertakings. The Spaniards, tbemselves, were greatly 
affieeted atpartingwith this generous sara^, who bad in all things 
proved lumself so tme and noble a friend. 

On arriving at the village of Urribarracaxi,t Be Soto found 
Baltazar dc Gallegoe wtuting to receive him. Tlie <^ciquc, how- 
ever, was still absent, remaining in the fastnesses of the forest, 
and though the governor sent envoys with offers of peace and 
amity, nothing coold draw him forth tioai his place of refnge. 



* Called Dov HichipuclwaKa. 

of Uie HQliboTougli river, and remarka, that tha lodiaiu altrayi mads thoii 
nttlements ia the vicimtj of the hummacfa lor purpoces of cultii'atioii, a* 
tb« best lauds are olwajs found there. 
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A gnad obflUoIe now Uy in th« w&y by which the Spauiudi 
ware to proceed. About three Iwgaes from the Tillage extended 
ft great mormss a league in width, two thirds mire and one third 
water, and Ter; deep at the borders, finunere were sent forth in 
three different directions to discover a pass, which they Buooeedod 
in doing after several dajs' searcL By this pass the army cross* 
ed with ease, although it took a whole day to do so. 

They now arrived on a broadj^hdii, and sent the runners 
ahead to explore their routa Tb*i]a|ter vtumed the next day, 
declaring that they coold not p^eee£l&rVer on account of the 
many bogs made by streams nCHh ifin/ii^ of t^e great morass 
aad inundated the country, e|»n j^i^n governor determined 
to seek a road himself Chomlllg^e^^e, one bundred bone 
and as many foot-soldiers, haptjj^e "jam of the army encamped 
with Uie cunp-master-genem^ I^s wufoscoso, and reoroBsing 
the great swamp, travelled n|e^s]&long one side of it, sending 
nmners, »t different distaiioe(tA soK for some oatlet. 

Dnting the three days, Indiana incessantly sallied forth from 
the woods which skirted the swamp, discharging their arrows at 
the Spaniards and retreating to their thickets. Some, however, 
were killed and others taken priBODcrs, The latter were vsoi as 
guides, bnt they led the troops into difflcnlt passes, and plaoes 
where Indians were lurking in ambush. Discovering their per- 
fidy, the Spaniards let loose the dogs, who killed four of tbent 
Upon this, an Indian, fearing a. similar fate, offered to guide thom 
surely, and accordingly, after a wide circuit, brought them to a 
place tree from mire, but where they had to proceed for the dis- 
tance of a league breast-bigh in water, nntil they came to the mid- 
channel, where, for a hundred yards, it was too deep to be forded. 
Here the Indians had oonstruoted a rude bridge, by felling two 
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larg<) ticc3 into the irater; and, wher« they did not Tinite, the 
apace v» supplied by logs tied to each other, vith {ioIe§ aorosa 
tiiein. By this same bridge Famphilo de Nuraei hkd passed, 
ten years before, with his unfortunate army. 

Hernando de Soto, well pleaeed to have fonnd this bridge, 
BnmmonGd two Boldiera, half-breedB of the Island of Cnba, named 
Pedro Moron and Diego de Olira, vho were expert twimmers, 
and ordered them to take hatoheta and cut away several branches 
wMch obstructed the passage of the bridge, and clear away all 
other impediments. 

The two soldiers set to work with all diligence, but in the 
midst of their labor, several canoes with Indians darted forth from 
among the mshcs, and galled the workmen by a flight of arrows. 
The two half-breeda plunged from the bridge, swam under the 
wftter and came Dp near their comrades. They were but slightly 
wounded, for bdng under the surface of the water the force of 
the arrows was broken, and they did not penetrate deeply. 
After this sudden onset, the Indians retired. The Spaniards re- 
paired the bridge without being again molested, and at a abort 
distance above they discovered a very good pass for the horses. 

Earing thus socceeded in the object of his search, the gover- 
nor called to him OonEolo Silvestre, one' of the most hardy and 
spirited of his youthful cavaliers, and the best mounted of his 
troop. " To yonr lot," said he, " has &llcn the best horse iu the 
army, and-the moro work you will have iu conscqoenoe, for wo 
have to assign to you the most dil&onlt tasks that occur. Retom 
this night to the camp, and tell Lui^ de MoBCoso to follow us 
with tho army ; and to ^lispatch you ahead with provisions for 
our immediate supply. That you may return with more safety 
than yon go, tell him to give yon thirty lanoes as an escort. I 
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win wait for yon in this same place until to-morrow night. Tha 
road may seem long and difficult, and the time short, but I know 
to whom I intrust the undertaking. That ;oa may not go alone, 
take with yon the companion you like beat, and he off at once, for 
yon should pass the swamp before daybreak lest the Indians cap- 
ture and kill you." 

The very peril of the mission put the yonthfnl SiWestre upon 
bis mettle. Without answering a word, he left the governor, 
vaolted in his saddle, and was already on the way when he en- 
oonntered another youth, named Juan Lopez Cache, native of 
Seville, and page of the governor, who had an excellent horse. 
" Joan Lopes," cried Silvestro, " the general has ordered that you 
and I go with a messa^ to be delivered before daybreak at the 
oamp ; follow me, therefore, immediately, for I am already on the 
rood." 

" Take some other person, I entreat yon," sud Juan Lopes, 
"I am fetigned, and cannot make the journey." 

" As you please," replied Silvestro, " the govomor ordered me 
to choose a companion, and I have chosen yon. If you are so 
disposed, come and welcome; if not, remain. Tour company 
will not diminish the danger, nor will my going alone increase the 
toil." 80 saying, he continued on his way. Juan Lopez, much 
as it went against his will, leaped into his saddle and galloped 
after him. 
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CHAPTER Xra. 

■niK PBHILOUS TOUENST OF OONZAU) BII.VESTKE, AMD HIS TRtEXD, 
JUAN LOFEZ. 



The sdn wiu jiut letting aa G«nialo SiWestre and his oommdo 
departed on their hazsrdooB mUsion. These youthful csvnliera 
irere welt matched in spirit, hnrdiliood, and sprightly valor ; and 
neither had attained his twenty-first year. 

They passed rapidly over the first four or five leagues, the 
road being clear, free from forests, swamps, or streams. In all 
that distance they did not perceive a single Indian. Having 
eroaaed this opes tract, their dangers and difficulties began j for, 
being ignorant of the country, Uiey were obliged to trace back, 
step by step, the track they had made three days prcTion^ 
through bog and brake, brambles and forest, and across a laby- 
rinth of Btreams iDeandering from the great morasB ; guiding 
tbcmsclveB by the land-marks noticed on their prcvions march. 
In this toilsome twilight journey, they were aided by the instinct 
of tbo horsea. Thcso sagacious animala, aa if possessed of under- 
standing, traced the road by which they had come, and like 
spaniels or setter dogs, thrust their noses along the ground to 
diaeover ^e track. Their riders did not at first understand 
their intention, and checked them with the reins to raise their 
beads. Did they at any time lose the track, on finding it again 
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the ateeds wonld puff nd snort, whieh alanned thnr masten, 
vho dreaded being orerbcard by the wnges* 

OodebIo Silrestrc, comprehending at length the intention i^ 
his horse when he lowered hts head to seek the track, gare him 
hie will, without attempting to guide him. Enooustering theae 
difficulties, and many others more easily to be imagined than 
written, these two daring youths trarelled all night, without any 
road, half dead with hunger, worn out with ezocssire &tigue, 
and almost overcome by sleep. Their horses were in no better 
plight, IS for three days they had not been unsaddled, the bits 
being merely taken from their mouths oocaaionally, that they 
might grate. 

At times they passed within sight of huge fires, aronnd 
which the sarages were stretohed in wiM and fimtastic groups, 
or capering and singing, and making the forests ring with yells 
and bowlings. These were probably celebrating their feasts 
with war dances. The desfening din they raised was Hie safe- 
guard of the tvro Spaniards, as it prerented the sarages notioing 
the clamorous barking of their doge, and heavng the trampling 
of the horses as they passcd.t 

* Tbe Inca is curioual; minute in his accoinit of Umm iianea. Tlie steed 
of Oontnio Silvestre, says he, -ma Ae moat mre in the track, tuid certain to 
disoorer it wlien loat Howt^et, lie ndds, we touit not be surprised &t this 
excellent qnnlltj, mod mimj othcra thit this horse possessed ; for, bis mBrb 
■i>d ai/jr [NroTetl him ndmlniblj fitted either for pence or war. He wu of a 
dork cheatnut of a pitdiy shade, with vhits on one of his left feet, and 
rtriped above tha noMrili, ntarlu which po^nmsa more excellawe and geuOe- 
ness than any other. Tho dark cbestuuC color, especially vhcn of a pitchy 
hue, M above all others the moat excellent, either for light «■ heavy labor, 
Tlie st«ed of Juan Lopei Cachero was of ■ U^t bay, ccmmoily called te- 
edar, and hia extremities were black, excellent marks, but inferior to the dark 
dkestmit color. Oardht.''0 de U Vegf, P. L L u. <x 11. 

t The Inca, P. u lib. iL c U. 
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Thus they journeyed for more tlun ten le«gne& Juan 
Lopes wu repeatedly so maoli orerpowered by sleep, that be 
entreated they should halt and repose, but SilTeatre resolntely 
refosed. At lengUi poor Lopei oonld ooutain himself no longer. 
" Let me sleep for a short time," sud he, " or kill me with your 
lanoe on the spot, for I cannot possibly go on any flutber, or keeifi 
my saddle." 

" Dismoont then, and sleep if yon please," sud Silvestre, 
" uDoe yon had rather mn the risk of being batobered than bear 
np an bonr long«r. Aeoording to the distauoe ire have oomo, we 
most bo near the pass of the mormsa, and cross it we must 
before dawn; for if day finds ns in this place our death is 
oeitain." 

Juan Lopes made no r^ly, but let himself &11 upon the 
ground like a lifeless body. His companion took from him his 
lanoe, and held his horse by the bridle. Night now rapidly 
drew on — the donds poured forth » deluge of rain, but 
nothing oould awaken Joan Lopes from his deep and death-, 
like slumber. 

As the rain ceased, the clouds dispersed and StWestre de- 
clared that he found himself suddenly in broad daylight, without 
having perceived it dawn ; it is probable that ho had been nn- 
oouseionsly sleeping in his saddle. Startled at beholding the 
day so near, he hastened to call Lopex, but finding that the low 
tones in which he spoke were insufficient, he made use of his 
lance, and gave him some hearty blows, calling out, " Look what 
your sleeping has brought upon us : see, the dsyli^t which we 
dreaded has overtaken ns, and we hare now no escape &om our 



Jnan Lopes, roused at last by this summary process, sprang 
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into hi* asddlo, ud they set off at m handgnllop. VortnnKtely 
for them, the hones vere of auch bottom, that □otwithstondtiig 
p«st fittigne, they were yet in qiirit The tight revealed the 
tro cavalieri to the Indians, who set up yells and howlings, tint 
seemed to uUe from erery part of the moran, acoompanied by a 
frightful din, and clangor of drums, trumpets, oonches, and other 
rude instruments of warlike music. 

A perilous league remained to he made, over an expanse of 
water, which the horsei would hare to ford. Before the Span- 
iards reached it, they beheld canoes darting forth from among 
thickets and oane-breaka, until the water seemed oovered with 
them. They saw the imminent danger that awaited them in the 
water, after passing so many on land ; but, knowing that in 
oonrage alone consisted their safety, they dashed into it ; seek- 
ing to pass it with all speed. Throughout the whole iistanic, 
they wore beset by Indians, who were disoharging arrows at 
them. Portnnatcly they were cased in armor, and their horses 
were nearly covered with the water, so that they both escaped 
without wounds, though tho caToliers declared that, on reaching 
land, and looking back, tho whole surboe of the water seemed 
strewed with arrows. 

The Indians continued to pursue them on land, plying thdr 
bows, and speeding flights of arrows, when a band of thirty 
horsemen came galloping to the rescue, headed by Nuiki Tobar, 
on his famOBB dapple-gray charger. Tho wild cries and yells of 
the Indians having reached the army, had caused a surmise 
that some Spaniards were in danger, and Nuiio Tobar had pro- 
posed this sally to their rescue ; for that cavalier, now that he 
was ont of &for with his general, seemed, with the pride of a 
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noUc spirit to pique himself the more on sigiulinng himself by 
worthy deeds. 

At sight of Nofio Tobxr and his band, the Indiana gave over 
the pnnnit, and retreated into the thiokets and morasB. 
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THIETT LANCES SALLY FORTH WITH SUPPLIES FOK THE OOVSKNOI. 
—TBS HAUOHTT SPEECH 07 THE CACIQUE ACUEEA. 



Tbb two ftdTsntnroiu troopers reaahwl the srm; in safety, and 
were received with BCclioiatioiu. On learning their errand, 
Lois dfl MoBCoflo, the eamp-master-general, immediately or- 
dered two horses to be laden with supplies fiir tho gorwiuv 
and his troops, and thirty horsemen as an eaeort With this 
band Gouialo SilTestre set ont on his retom, without having re- 
posed an hoar in the ounp, and having soaroely taken any 
re&eshmont. His friend, Jnan Lopes, remained behind, ezens- 
ing himself nnder the plea iliat the governor had nMther ordered 
him to go sor return. 

The thirty horse pawed the morass without opposition, and 
travelled all day without seeing an enemy. With all their 
speed they oonld not arrive at the plaoe at which the governor 
had promised to awut them, until two hours after ni^tfkll, 
when, to their great chagrin, they found the late oamping-gronnd 
deserted Ignorant of the route taken by the general, the little 
band made arrangements for passing tiie night in this perilous 
situation. Being exposed to the attacks of lurking savage^ 
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oonstant rigiUnoe tu uecessary. They JiTtded tiieir party, 
therefore, into three bands of ten men each. One, nionnted and 
umed, vent the rotinda the first third of the night; another 
band kept mtoh at the enoampmeat, with their horses saddled 
and bridled, and leaAj to be monnted. The third merely took 
the bridles off their steeds, and, suffering the saddles to remain 
OS, turned the horses loose to graze while they suatohed a brief 
repose. In this manner, going the rounds, watching and sleep- 
ing by turns, they lightened their toils, and the night pBsa«d 
away without molestation. 

As soon as the day dawned thej songht the track of the 
general and his troop, and following it, came to the seoond pass 
of the morass with the Indian bridge. Here, having to advance 
for a great distance breast-high in water, they feared an attack, 
for the Indians might hover abont them in canoes, and assail 
them with flights ot arrows : to their great joy, however, they 
aeoomplished the whole passage without any assault This o^ 
prieioufi conduct of the savages— one day attacking with blood- 
tbirsty fury, and the next keeping entirely out of sight— oocnrred 
repeatedly throughout the whole of this expedition, and has 
been sometimes attributed to superstitions notions and observ- 
ances in their warfare. 

Having travelled six leagues, the convoy came to a beautiful 
valley, in which were large fields of Indian com, of sneh luxu- 
riant growth as to bear three and four ears upon a stalk. The 
horsemen leaned down and plucked them as they rode along, 
eating them raw to appease their hunger. In this valley they 
found the governor onoamped, who received them joyfully, lav- 
ishing praises upon Silvestre for his courage and hardihood, and 
promising to reward him for his servioes. He excused himself 
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for not liaTing waited mt the appointed plftoo, bj mllogiBg tlie in- 
tolerable hunger of the troops, and tbeir donbt« wbothcr Silrutn 
bad Dot fallen into the bands of the Indiana. 

Within a few days the governor vaa joined by the reaidue of 
the snuj, oondncted bj Lnis de Moboobo. The; had traTersod 
the two pasges of the morass with great toil and diffioult^r, bat 
fortanat«l; without any hostility on the part of the natives. 

The fertile province in which the army w«s eneamped,* wu 
twenty leagues to the north of that of Urribarracaxi, and WM 
ruled by a caoique named Aonera, who, on the approaoh of the 
Spaniards, had fled with his people to the woods. Hernando de 
Boto sent Indian interpreters to him, representing tiio power of 
the Spaniards to do injury oif confer benefits ; their disposition , 
to befriend the natives ; and that their only object was, by ami- 
cable means, to bring the people of this great conntry into obo- 
diencc to their sovereign, the powerful emperor and king of 
Castile. He invited the oaoiqne, therefore, to a friendly inter- 
view. 

The eaeiqne returned a haughty and vannting reply. " Others 
of your accursed race," said be, " have in years past poisoned 
onr peaceful shores. They have taught me what yon are. What 
is yonr employment 1 To wander about like vagabonds from 
land to land — to rob the poor — to betray the confiding — to mur- 
der is cold Mood the defenoeleas. No, with such a people I 
want no peace, no friendship. War — never ending — eztermi- 
nating war, is all the boon I asL You boast yourselves valiant 
— and so yon may bo — ^but my fiuthfnl warriors arc not less 
brave — and tiiis, too, you shall one day prove, for I have sworn 

« Suppoanl ta be the place known now ai tbs <dd bidian PslaUanhe. 
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to muntun an anaparing ooufliet vhile one white a 

in mj bordon. Not openly in battle — though even thTis we fear 

not to meet jou — ^Wt by atratagem, and ambush, and midnij^t 

fttrpriBal" 

In reply to the demand that he shoiild yield obedienoe to the 
uoperor, he replied: "I am king in my own land, and will 
never become the Tasaal of a mortal like myself. Tile and 
pnaillanimoiu ia he who will submit to the yoke of another, when 
he may be &«e I Aa for me and my people, we ohooee death, 
yes, a hondred deaths, before the loss of onr liberty, and the Bub- 
jogation of our oonntry I" 

The goTemor admired the pride and han^tiness of spirit of 
the MTage ohieftain, and was more praBsing than ever to gain his 
friendship ; but to all his messages and OTertnres the answer of 
the caeique was, that he had already made die only reply hs had 
to offer. 

In this prorinee the army ramuned twenty days, recmiting 
from the fatigae and priration of the past joaraey. During this 
time the goTemor Bent persona in every' direction to explore the 
eoontry, who retanied with favorable reports. 

The Indians, during this time, were not asleep nor idle. To 
fiilfll the bravadoes of their oainqne, they lurked in ambnah 
about the oamp, so that a Spaniard eould not stray a hundred 
steps flrom it without bung shot down and instantly beheaded ; 
BO that if his eompaniona hastoned to his rescue, tbey found 
nothing but a headless trunk. 

The Obristiana buried the dead bodies of their unfbrtuitato 
eomrado wbcnerer they found them, but the Indians would 
return the following night, disinter them, out them up and hang 
tbem upon xhe trees. Tha beads they carried a« trophies to 
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th^ eacigne, According to hia orders. Thus fourteen Spuiiudi 
perished, and a greater number vere wounded. The saTages in 
these BtirmiaheB ran compantiTely but little risk, as the Spanish 
encampment was skirted b; a thicket, whither the lodiaos, after 
making an assault, could easily esospe. Xa this manner the 
Spaniards saw efiisctaalljr verified the threats vhioh liad been 
shouted forth by the Indians who had hung upon the rear during 
the maroh. " Keep oa, robbers and traitors," cried they, " ii^ 
Acuera and ApaUchee we will treat you as jou deserve. Every 
captive will we quarter and hang up on the highest tioes along 
the road." 

Notwithstanding their great vigilance during all this time, 
the Spaniards did not kill more than fifty Indians, for they were 
most prudent and wary in their waylayings.* 

"TheIiias-P.i.L.ac.lfl. Berrera. D. tL L. viL c 10. 
17oTE.— Tlie i»tiduct sod Uogasge i^ llie cadque Acueia are comjdetel)' in 
QiD ifHiit inauleatod ty «ome of Iheddebof tlw late war) themodeof'war> 
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Thk army reposed for twenty dayi in the provinoc , of Aeuora, 
during whicli time De Sota permitted no injury to bo dona 
either to the hamlets and TillageB,-or the fields of grain: they 
then broke up their encampment, and set out for another prov* 
inoe, about twenty leagnei to the north-eastward, called Ocati,* 
the saute of whioh Gollegos had heard at the village of Urribar- 
rwaxi. Their way lay across a desert traet, about twelve leagues 
broad, interspersed with open forests, free from underwood, 
through which the horsemen could ride at ease. They then tra- 
versed seven lesgnes, where dwellings were scsttersd about the 
fields and forests. At length they arrived at the principal vil- 
lage, containing six hundred honaea, called after the cacique 
Ooali. The inhabitants, however, had fled with their effects to 
the forests. 

This province, being further from the ses-coast, was less cut 
up and intersected by the deep creeks and bays, whioh in other 

* This name is spelt Cole bj the Portuguete NutsIot. It is fuppoaed to 
have bMO in tlw De%bbcriiood of Fort Kii^ 
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parts penetrated an immense distanee into this low and level 
comitry, caoaing yaat stamps and bogs, difficult and sometimes 
impossible to bo passed. Id some of tho morasses they had tra- 
Tersed the Borfacc would appear like firm land, yet, on stepping 
upon it, would tremble for twenty or thirty paces aronnd, and on 
being trodden by horses would give way, and plunge steed and 
rider into a saffocating quagmire. 

Besides being giore free from morassea, the province of Ocali 
was more populous and fraitfnl ; and this the Spaniards fonnd 
to be the ease, throughont this conntry, in proportion as the 
provinces were remote from the aea. What they chiefly' suffered 
from thronghout this whole expedition, was scarcity of animal 
food, as the natives did not raise domcstio cattle ; and, although 
deer and other game were abundant, the Indiana only killed suf- 
ficient to supply their immediate wants. 

The Spaniards took np their quartera in the village of Ooali, 
where tbey found vast quantities of maize, vegetables, and various 
kinds of fhiits. The governor sent three or four Indian mes- 
sengers daily to the cacique Ooali, endeavoring, but in vain, to 
draw that ehicftain from his retreat, with proffers of peace and 
friendship. With one of these messengers, came to the camp 
four young Indian warriors, gayly decorated with plumes, who 
manifested an eager curiosity to see the Spaniards, wondering at 
their drees, their arms, and, above all, their horses. The gover> 
nor gave them presents, and ordered that a collation should be 
set before them. 

They sat down and appeared to be eating very quietly, when, 
pereeiving the Spaniards to be off their guard, they rose sud- 
denly, and ran full speed to the woods. It was in vain for the 
BpaniardB to pursue tliem on foot, and there was no horse at hand. 
5 
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A honni of tuoommon aagaoitj, howerer, bearing tha crrj of 
the Indiana, ind Heeing them run, pnrsned them. OverUking 
And pftBfiing bjr the firet, and Beoond, and third, be sprang 
upon the Bhonldera of the foremost and pulled bim to the 
ground ; u the next Indian passod on, the dt^, leaving the ona 
already down, sprang upon his Boooesaor, and seonred him in the 
Bame waj. In like manner he served the third and fourth ; and 
then kept running frc«n one to the other, polling them down as 
fast as Uie; rose^'and barking so fiirlonBly, that the Indiana 
Tare terrified and confounded, and the Spaniards were enabled 
to orer^e and capture them. They were taken back to the 
camp and examined separately, for, u they were armed, the 
Spaniards apprehended some treachery ; but it appeared that 
their Budden flight was only by way of exploit to show their ad- 
dress and fleetnesB. 

This same liound had signalised himself on another occasion 
before the army reached OcaU. As several Indiana and Span- 
iards were talking in a firiendly way on the bank of a river, one 
<f the In^ans struck a Spaniard violently with his bow, and 
threw himself into the water, all his companions following him. 
The dog immediately sprang in after thom, but passed by Beveral 
of tlte Indians without molesting them until he came to the one 
who had oommitted the assault, when, laying hold of him, he tore 
him to [oeoeB. 
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AvTBK repeated •olieitetions, ihe caoiqne Oroli, at tbe end (tf six 
days, Tentnred from bis place of refnge, and visited the arm;, 
vbera he was vdl treated, althoogh the Spaniards doabtad mnob 
the sinoeritj of hia professions. 

Hard by tbe Tillage ran a wide and deep river, witb preoipi- 
tona banks. NotirithBtanding it was the sammer season, tliis river 
vaa too fnll of water to be fordable ; it was necessary, therefiMre, to 
oonstntot a wooden bridge for the army to pass. Se Soto hav* 
ing treated witb the oaoiqne tor a number of his subjects to aid 
in its oonstmotion, they went forth one day to decide npon the 
spot where it should be erected. As they were wallcing along the 
banlc, oonferring on the subjeot, more than five hundred Indians 
started np from among hashes and thickets, on the opposite bonk 
of the river, crying, "Tou want a bridge, do you? meroilesa 
robbers I but you will never see it built by onr hauda 1" Thus 
shonting, they let fly a volley of arrows towards the place where 
the caciqoe and goremor were standing. 

De Soto demanded of hia savage companion the meaning of 
this ontiage, seeing he had ffna him pledges of bis friendship. 
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The ckciqae replied, that these vere of a refntotor; party of his 
subjectH, irho bad oast off allegiaDce to him on ooooiuit of his U- 
taehment to the Spaniards, and that he was not therefore answer- 
able for their aots. 

It happened that the hound already mentioned ms at hand, 
held in a leaah hy the govemor'a page. No eooner did he hear 
the yells and see the menacing actions of the Indians, than ha 
was furious to get at them. In his Btrngglee he drew the pa^ 
along, threw him on the ground, and then breaking loose, 
pltmged into the stream. The Spaniards called him baok in 
Tain. Tht Indians, knowing his valor and exploits, and the 
harm he had done to their oonntrymen, were glad of an opportu- 
nity to revenge themselves. They showered their arrows about 
him as he swam, and with snoh dexterous aim, that more than 
fifty struck him about the head and shonldera, which wen abore 
the vater. Still the coarageous animal kept on, and reached the 
land, bnt had scarcely left the water when be fell dead. His 
death was lamented by the governor and the army, as if it bad 
been that of a brave warrior : for he had been of signal aerrioe 
throughout the expedition, a vigilant guardian of the camp by 
night, and a fierce champion by day. He was one of a rare and 
renowned race of dogs, several of which were noted for their 
feats in the course of the Spanish discoveries and conquests. 
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De S<rto mr tlimt the ohieftuu Ocali was bnt lightly esteemed 
b; hia snljects, who disobeyed his comnunds with impniiity ; 
and, thinking that th« neighboring oaciqnes might sappose he 
was detuned agamst his irill, gave him permission to go to his 
people, and revisit the oamp whenever it pleased him. Xhe 
oaoiqne gladly availed binuelf of this offer, but declared he only 
went in order to bring his sabjects into more perfect sninaission 
to the goTernor, whiob aoeomplishedjhe wonid joyfully rejoin the 
Spaniards. With these and many similar professions, he de- 
parted ; bat nerer agun showed hia face in the camp. 

Upon the departure of the caciqne, the Spaniards oommenoed 
oonstmeting a bridge over the river. The work was superin- 
tended by one Pranoiseo, a Genoese, the only shipwright in the 
army. He was likewise skilled in every kind of carpentering 
work, and by his art rendered incalculable services to the Span- 
iards thronghont ttus expedition. Large planks were thrown 
vpoa the water, and these tied together with strong oords, which 
tbey bad brought with them for snch emergenoies ; crossing and 
fiutening the planks with immense poles liad on top. It was of 
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sufficient strengtb for the pasBsge of both men and horaea. Hat- 
ii^ csptored thirty Indians to Borre as gnidoB, the SpaniardB 
oroased the bridge, ^d set forward on their march. 

After travelling aboat three days, the goremor threir himself 
in the adrance of the army, with a hundred horse, and a hundred 
foot ; and, puBhing forward in the night, oame by daybreak to 
the frontiers of a proTiaoe, fifty leagues in breadth, called Vitk- 
ohuco. It was under the dominion of three brothers. The 
eldest, Titachnoo, bearing the name of the country over which 
he ruled, had fire parts out of ten, the second brother governed 
three of the remaining five, and the youngest of the family, who 
was chief of the village of Ocbile, and of the same name, possesa- 
ed the residue. - This was contrary to the usage of the other 
provinces through which the Spaniards had passed, in which tha 
eldest son inherited alL 

It was scarce daybreak on the first day, when the governor 
and his advanced corps arrived at the village of Ochita* It con- 
tained fifty large and strong dwellings, being a frontier post, for- 
tified against the adjacent provinces, with which it appeared this 
country was embroiled in warfare. 

De Soto and his little band rushed into the village, with 
clamor of dram and trumpet; aeiied the Indians, as, terrified 
and amaied, they came forth from their houses, and surroaDded 
tho mansion of the cacique. This was built in form of one large 
pavilion, upwards of a hundred and twenty paces in length, and 
forty in breadth, irith four doora ; a numbw of smaller buildings 
were connected with it like offices. 

The cudque had with him a guard of his principal warriors, 
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and mftny others li&d hutened to his defeooe. He wonld htm 
sallied forth and mule h&ttlc, but the Spaniards had possesdoa 
of the doors, and threatened to fire the home. At length, hy 
Bunrise, he was persnaded, through the mediation of Indian pris- 
oners and interpreters, to yield to the superior power of th« 
SpaniardB, and aooept their proffered friendship. The goTomor 
received him kindly, bnt kept him with him, whOe he set at liberty 
all the other prisoners, ordering his soldiers to treat than in tho 
most friendly manner. 

The governor, boweTer, did not feel himself secnrfl. The 
neighborhood was popnlooa ; the Indiana, seeing the small nnm- 
her of his band, might attempt a resone of their oaciqne. Taking 
that chieftain with him, therefore, and a nnmber of warriors who 
adhered to his fortunes, the governor marched ont of the village, 
and returned ip qneat of the main body of his troops, whom he 
found encamped at three leagues distanoe, fidl of anxiety on 
account of his absence. 

The day following, the army entered Oohile; the foot and 
horse formed into squadrons, and trumpets, fifes, and drnma 
Bounding. The troops being qoartered, the governor prevailed 
upon Oehile to send envoys to his two brothers, inviting them 
to acoept the offer of peace of the Spaniards, and warning them 
of the disastrona oonseqnenees tiiat wonld attend a refusal 

The second brother, who ms nearest, readily complied, and 
at the end of three days oame accompanied by many of his war- 
riors gayly decorated. After kissing the hands of the governor, 
he entered into familiar conversation with the officers and dis- 
tinguished cavaliers of the army, asking the name of each, and 
bearing himself with as much ease as if he had been brought ap 
among them. 
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The elder brother, however, who was much the most powerful 
of the three, made no leply to the message, but detained the 
esTojs hy whom it was sent. The two brotherB, by the persoa- 
sioD of Be Soto, sent again other messengers with still more 
Ufgent counsel and entreaties. They represented the inTinoibla 
power of the Spaniards, who were children of the son and moon, 
their gods — that they had come &am the remote region, where 
the snu rises, and withal, that they had with them anrimals called 
horses, so fleet, conragGous, and powerful, that it was impO(Uible 
to escape them by flight, or resist them by force. 

The answer of Yitachnco is given at len^ by ^e Inca 
Garcilaso de la Vega; though he quotes it &om memory, after a 
lapse of years ; and declares that he cannot Tonch for its being 
arranged exactly in the order In which iji was declared, or that 
it was the whole of what was said ; but he pledges his word 
that, as £ar as it goes, it is truly the message of the cacique. Ha 
declares that if the whole could be written as recounted by the 
•UTOys, none of the knJghts that the divine Ariosto or his pre- 
decessor, the illostrions and enamored Count Matheo Maria 
Boyardo, have introduced in their works, could equal in haughty 
spirit and extravagant bravado this savage ehieftun. Withoat 
claiming for it all the praise so liberally awarded by this ancient 
author, still it shows the fiery spirit of this wild warrior, whose 
gallant efforts were, alasl of but little avul against the t 
might of the Spanish invader. 
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BAITOHnr MESSAOE OT TH£ CACIQUE TTTACHUCO. 



" It is evident enongli," obserreB the oaaiqo^ in nply to the 
embtMy of his biothen, " thkt joa &re jowng, and have neither 
jndgmeot nor ezperienoe, or you would never speak U yoa 
have done of these hated white men I You extol them greatly 
u virtnons men, who injure no one. You »j that they are 
valiant — that they are children of the sun, and merit all o«r 
leverenoe and owvice. The vile ohains whioh they-have hong 
npoD you, and the meaif and dastardly spirit whioh yon have 
aoquirod dnring the short period yon have been their slaves, 
have canaed you to speak like women, lauding what you should 
oenaore and abhor. Yon remember not that these strangers oan 
be no better than those who formerly conunitted so many cruel- 
ties in onr country. Are they not of the same nation and sab- 
jeet to the same lawsl Do not their manner of life and aotione 
prove them to be children of the Spirit of Evil, and not of the 
•UD and the moon, onr gods 1 Go they not from land to land 
plundering and destroying ; taking the wives and danghters of 
others instead of twinging their own with them ; and, like mere 
vagabonds, maintaining themselves by the laborions toil and 
5* 
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nrmtiiig brow of others ? Were they Tirtnous, u jon represent, 
the; never vonld have left their own oonntry, einoe there they 
might have practised their virtues, pUnting snd cnltlTating the 
euth, muntuning themBelves without prejadioe to others or in- 
jury to tbemselTes; instead of roring about the world eommitting 
nbberies and murders, haring neither the ahame of men nor Urn 
feu of God before tham. 

" Warn them not to enter into my dominions, for I tow that, 
as Tsliant as they may be, if they dare to put foot npon my 
soil, they shall nerer go ont of my land alive— the wliole race 
will I exterminate !"• 

This was the first reply of Titaohnoo; but he sent many 
otbera, insomuoh that eveiy day there arrired two or three In- 
dians, sounding always a trumpet, and bringing greater braradoes 
and menaces than the last. The oacitjne thought to terrify them 
by tlie varioDS and hideoos snpematnral deatJis with which he 
menaced them. At one time he threatened, that the moment 
they entered his provinoe the earth should open and swallow 
them ; that the hills by which the Spaniards would have to tra- 
vel should join together and bury them alive. Again, the trees 
of the forest through which they had to pass were to be blown 
down and crush them ; flights of birds were to hover over and 
pounee upon them, with corroding poison in their bealcs. And 
again, that he would have the waters, herbs, trees, and even the 
air poisoned in such manner that neither horse nor rider, man 
nor beast, oould escape with life. 

These extravagancies provoked the laughter of the Spaniards, 
who oonsidered them the hrsvadoes of a vaporing spirit; but 
the deeds of the oaoiqne afterwards showed that they were the 
• 1b« iDca, P. L L. it c. SI. 
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vidies and oonoeptiona of » proud mriior ; who, it u pnbftbU, 
Tu promised all these miraoles in his tnot by Btaaa ladiaa 
prophet 

These sad many other mesaages arriTod during eight dajs 
Ih&t irere spent by the goremor in travelling about tlw donuuns 
of the two brothers, who did every thing in t&eir power to 
gratify the Spaniards. At length the two brothers themselvea 
departed on a mission to Yitaohuoo. The fierce cMeftun pi»- 
tended to be at length won by their persBasions, and agreed to 
enter into friendly iateroonrse with the stntngers ; but he 
wished first to know how many days they would be in his 
domains, what quantity of provisions they would require when 
they departed, and what other things would be necessary for 
tlieir journey. 

The two brothers sent an envoy to De Soto witli this m«- 
sage, who replied, that they would not sajoum in the territory 
id! Vitaehnoo longer than he desired them to remain, nor did 
they wish any more provisions than he saw fit to give than, 
neither had tbey need of any thing bflstdes his friendship. 
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TiTACHUco pretended to be well contented with the reply of 
the gOTornor, a day was appointed for their meeting, and the 
caciqne ordered an abundant snpplj of prorisions for the troops 
and horses to be broa^t from all parts of bis domains, and de- 
posited in the chief Tillage. 

On the appointed day be vent forth from his Village, accom- 
panied by his two brothers and five hundred Indian warriors, 
all graceful men, adorned with plumes of Tarions colors, and 
armed with bows and arrows of the finest workmanship. At the 
distance of two leagnea they found the goremor, encamped widi 
his army in a beautiful Talley. 

Their meeting was cordial, and the eainque eadetTored to 
atone for past threats and menaces, by professions of present 
amity and promiaes of future serrioes and alle^ance, all which 
were graciously receired by De Soto. 

Titachuco was about thirty-five years of age, of very good 
Btatore, and strongly formed, as the Indians of Florida generally 
were, and evinced in his coantenanoe the bravery of his spirit. 

The enntbg day the Spaniards entered in order of battle, 
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into the principal Tillage, beuing tbe Bune uutie u the eamqne.* 
It oonsiated of two hundrad faoaaeB, large and strong, besides 
man; otlwra of smaller sUe in the aabnibs. Tlie goremor and 
his bodf-gutda and servants, hither with the three brother 
oaeiquea, lodged in the honae of Vitaohneo, as it waa of ample 
sise to accommodate them alL 

Two days vere passed in feasting and rejtnoing. On the 
third day, the two brothers of Vitaahnco obtained lean to re- 
turn to their reapectlTe territories, and departed, welt pleased 
with the good treatment and the mway presents they had re- 
oeired from the Spaniards. 

After their departore, Titaahnoo redoubled hia oonrtesy and 
kindaesa to the Spaniards, and seemed as if he thought he eoold 
not do enough to serre and gratify them. Five daya only had 
elapsed, however, when Juan Ortic came to the governor, and 
informed him of a perfidious plot devised by the tiaeiqoe, and 
which bad been revealed to him by four of the Indian interpret- 
ers. He had selected several thousand of his bravest warriors, 
and ordered tbem to oooeeal their weapons in the thicket near 
ihe village, and to appear at aU times uaarmed, so as to throw 
the Spaoi^ds off their guard. On an appointed day he was to 
invite the governor to go forth and see a general muster of his 
aubjects, drawn up in battle array, though without weapons, tiiat 
he might know what a number of Indian allies he had ab hia 
command for hia future conquests. 

Trusting that the governor, from the amity existing between 

* Ur. Fairbanks is mclined to fix the Bt« of Vitacboco oil vhat la now 
known u the Wacahautu prairie, -which is partly wet and portly dry, and ia 
■bout fifleoD tnilM wert at Miooopy. Ha mj» that in this Tidnity are do- 
nwooi lakes and [Miriei whidi n]d^ be taken ai the aoeD« of the battk. 
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tbsm, would go forth oftieleasl; u>d klone, a doien of the fieroest 
and most powerful IndUne were Boddenl; to seise htm and 
bear him into the midat of the wmrriors ; who, s«xing their amu, 
were to attack the Spaniards in their eamp. In this way, be- 
tween the nij«iie of the sudden aasanlt, and the dismay at the 
capture of their general, he tmsted to haro an easy oonqnest : in 
which ease, he intended to make good his extraragant menaoei, 
and inflict on his prisoners all kinds ef cmel and tormenting 
deaths. 

The AdeUntado having oonsnlted with his captains, it wu 
deterniined to take Yitachnco in the same way that he intended 
to take tba governor ; bo that he wonld thus fall into his own 
mare. For that porpose, twelve of the stoutest soldien were 
selected, to be near the governor at the time he should go forth 
to view the Indian army, and at a oertun signal were to seise 
upon the oacique. These things being concerted in secret, the 
Spaniards watehed Tltaehoeo's movements, but at the same time 
maintained an air of oareless nnoonoem. 

The day so much desired having arrived, Titaohnoo eame to 
the governor early in the morning, and, with much homilit^ and 
seeming veneration, begged bim to oonfer a great fkror on him- 
self and all his subjects, by going out of the eamp to behold 
them arranged in order of battle, that he might know the num- 
ber that were at his service, and might see whether the Indiant 
of this oonntry knew how to fbrm their squadrons as well as 
other nations who he had heard were skilled in the art of war. 

The governor replied, with an unsuspicious tit, that he would 

, rejoice greatly to see them ; and that, to make the display more 

striking, and famish tlie Indians likewise with a sij^t, he would 

order his horse and fixrt-BoldierB to go out and plaoe themselves in 
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; ftnd h^n a mook figbt for OMh other*! entertun- 
ment. 

The oaciqne did not mnoh reluk tliu proposition, but ngrMd 
to the uruigement ; tnuting to the number and valor of his 
lusalfl to orerthrow the Spanurds, be thej ever ao well pre- 
pared. 
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Ai.L tUngB being uranged, the Spaniaxda marohed forth, hone 
and foot, in battle array, with glittering anna and fiuttering 
banners. Ab to the governor, be remained behind, to aooom* 
pany the caoique oa foot, the better to appear onaoBpioioiu of the 
latent treason. He went, howerer, secretly armed ; and he or- 
dered two of hia finest horsee to be led forth caparisoned for ser- 
Tioe. One of these is especially mentioned as a beaatifial and 
noble-spirited animal He was named AoeytnOo, after Mateo 
de Aceytnno, a caraller who had made him a present to the 
goremor. 

Near the village was a large plain. It had en one side a 
dense forest, on the other, two lakes : the one abont a league 
in oircnmferenoe, clear of trees, bnt so deep, that three or four 
feet from the bank no footing could be fonnd. The second, 
which was at greater distsnee from the village, was more than 
half a league in width, and appeared like a vast river, extending 
as far as the eye could reaoL Between the forest and these two 
lakes, the Indians formed their squadrons, having the lakes on 
their right Sank, and the forest on the left Their bows and 
arrows were concealed in the grass, in order that they might 
appear to be totally unarmed. Their force might be about ten 
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thousaiid, ohoeen wuriora, with lofty plames, whicli incmaed 
tb«ir apparent heigbt^ and, being drawn out with Bontewhat of 
military order, they made a beautiful display. 

The caciqae and Hernando de Soto came forth ou foot, each 
accompanied by trweWe of his people, and eaoh burning with the 
same spirit and determination against the other. Tlte Spanish 
troops were to the right of the govomor; the infantry drawn ap 
near to the forest, and the oaTalry advanced iato the plain. 

It was between nine and ten of the moTniDg, when De Soto 
and Vitachnco arrived at the apot, wbioh the Utter bad fixed 
upon for the seizure of the governor. Before the cacique, how- 
ever, oonld make his preconcerted signal, a Spanish tmmpet 
gave a warning blast.* Is an infant the twelve Spaniards 
roflhed upon the cacique. His attendant Indians throw tbem- 
boItos before him, and endeavoured to r^tel the assailants, but 
in vain. He was borne off captive. 

At the same time, Be Soto leaped upon his favorite steed 
Aoeytullo, and sported him upon the thiokest of the enemy,' with 
that headlong valor which always distinguished him in battle. 
The Indians had already seised their weapons. Their first ranks 
were thrown into confusion by the impetuous charge of De Soto j 
bat as he pressed forward, a shower of arrows came whistling 
abont him. They were principally aimed at his horse, the Indi- 
ans always seeking most to kill these animals, knowing tbetr 
importance in battle. Fonr of the arrows wounded the generous 
animal in the knees, four pierced bim in the breast, and be fcQ 
to the earth dead, as if shot by a piece of artilleiy-t 

* Ptntugoeae IfuratiTe, c. 11. 

t Herrera, Decad. tI L viL c 11. QurdUao de la Vega, P. L L iL c 2S. 
Pcrtognsn NuntiTa, c IL 
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In the meuL time, the Spanish troopa, At the trumpet signal, 
had uBuled the Indian sqnadrons, and came np at this critical 
moment to the aid of their general. One of his pages named 
Viota, a yonth of noble birth, sprang from his horse and aided 
De Soto to monnt him. The goTsmor, onea more on bono- 
back, pnt himself at the head of his cavalry, and spnrrod among 
the Indians. The latter had no lances to defend themselrea ; 
and, being amailed hj three hundred horse, broke and fled in 
erery direction. A great number of those who were in the rear 
took rehge among the entangled thickets of the forest ; others 
threw themselves into the large lake and escaped, while othem 
scattered themselves wildly over the plain, where more tiian 
three hundred were killed, and a few taken. 

The worse fate attended the vanguard, composed of the brar- 
est warriors ; who are always doomed to fare the worst in battle. 
After receiving the first charge of the cavalry, they fled ; but, 
being unable to reach either the forest or the large lake, more 
than nine hundred threw themselves into the smaller one. Here 
they were sarroonded by the Spaniards, who endeavored by 
threats and promises, and occasional shots from their cross-bows, 
and arqnebusses, to induce them to surrender. The Indians 
replied only by flights of arrows. As the lake was too deep to 
give them footing, three or four would cling together, and sup- 
port eftoh other by swimming, while one would monnt apon th^ 
backs, and ply his bow and arrows. In this way an incessant 
skirmishing was kept up all day long ; numbers of the Indians 
were shun, all their arms were exfaanated, yet no one gave signs 
of surrendering. 

When night oame, the Spaniards posted themselves round 
the lake, the horse by two and two, the foot in parties of six, 

n,gN..(jNGoogle 



BTTBREBBER OF THE INDXABS. Ill 

nesr to esdi other, lest the Indiana ahonld eso&pe in t1i« dark. 
Some of the latter endeaTOred to avre themBelves, by covering 
their heads vith the leaves of water-lilies, and swimming noise- 
lessly to the shore ; hot tlte watchful troopera, perceiving the 
turmoil and bnbbling in the water, would spnr their horses to 
the Imnk, and drive the Indiana again into the channel,* in 
hopes of tiring them oat, and thus forcing them to eapitnlate ; 
for, while the Spaniards threatened them witii death if they did 
not yield, the; offered them peace and Mendship if they would 
Borrender. 

So obstinate were they, however, that midnight arrived befi»e 
one of them anbmitted, although they had passed fgnrteen honis 
in the water. At length, the intercessions of Jnan Ortiz, and 
die fonr Indian interpreters, h^an te have effeot. The most 
ireary would render themsclv^ one and two at a time, bnt so 
■lowly, that by the dawn of day not more than fifty had snrren- 
dered. The residue seeing that these were kindly treated, and 
being admonished by them, now gave themselvea up in greater 
nombers, bat still slowly and reluctantly. Some when near the 
bank would return to the middle of the lake, until the love of 
life compelled them to yield At length, at ten o'clock two 
hondred osme to shore at the same time, and sorrendered them- 
selves, after having been swimming fonr and twenty hoars. 
They were in wretched condition, swollen with the water tiiey 
had swallowed, and overcome with &tigue, hunger, and the want 
o^sleep. There still remained seven Indiana in the lake, men 
of such uooonquerable spirit that neither the prayers of the 
interpreters, the promises of the governor, nor the example of 
their comrades, who had surrendered, had any effect upon them.f 
* Fortognese Nsnatin^ & II. f I^ 
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Th«; treated «11 promiBes vith scorn, and defied both menaoes 
and death. In thia way the^ remained ttntil three in the after- 
noon, and wonld hare remained there nntil they died. The go- 
vernot, however, was stmck with admiration of theit conrage and 
magnanimity, and thought it wonld be inhuman to allow ench' 
brave men to periaL He ordered twelve Spaaiardi therefore, 
expert Bwimmere, to go into the lake with their swords in their 
months, and draw these warriors forth. The Indians were too 
much exhausted to resist ; tiie Spaniards seised them by the legs, 
the arms, and hair, drew them to land, and threw them upon the 
bank, where they lay extended npon the sand, more dead than 
alive ;* having, according to the Spanish narrator, been for thtrljr 
hoars in the water, apparently withont patting foot to the ground 
or teeeiving any other relief: an exploit, adds the Inca historian, 
almost incredible, and which I would not dare to write, if it were 
not for the authority of so many cavaliers and nobles, who, in the 
Indies, and in Spun, assured me of the truth of it, besides the 
authority of him who related this history to me, and who, in all 
things, is worthy of belief 

The reader, however, without qnestioning the veracity of the 
oavaliera, will be prone to surmise that the Indians were enabled, 
from time to time, to snatch a few moments of repose, on shallowB 
near the banka' of the lake. 

The heroic obstinacy of the seven Indians had extorted the 
admiration of the Spaniards. Moved to compassion by their pre- 
sent deplorable state, they bore them to the encampment, and 
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used sneh undaona meuia, tbftt they were reitored to utimation 
in tbe coorae of the night. 

The next moniing, the goTernor snmmoned them before him, 
ud pretending to be ftngry, demanded the reoaon of their des- 
perate resistuiee, snd why they had not anrrendered themselTei 
as their corapasiona had dona 

Poor of them, who were in the prime of manhood, replied, that 
they were leadera, or captaina, ohoaen aa such by their caoiqoe, 
from hia eonfidenoe in their courage and oonatanoy. Their ao- 
tiona were to justify hia choice. They were bonod to set an ex- 
ample to their children, to their brother warriors, and above all 
to aaoh as shonld thenceforth be appointed as leadera. They felt 
as if, being alive, they had failed in fulfilling their dnty and rin- 
dicatiog their honor ; and, while they acknowledged the kindneaa 
of the governor, regretted only that he had not left them to periah 
in the lake. " If yon want to add to your favora," said they, 
" take onr lives. After snrviving the defeat and eaptnie of oar 
ehieftsin, we are not woilhy to appear before him, or to live in 
the world,"* 

The governor listened with admitetion to the beroio words of 
these savage warriors ; and when they had finished, he tnmed to 
their three companions, who had remained silent These were 
yonng men not more than eighteen years of age, sons and heirs 
to eaoiqnes of the adjacent provinces. The governor demanded 
of them their reason for persisting so desperately in their defence, 
as they were not leaders, nor bound by the same obligations as 
their companions. 

They replied, that they had been ininted to hostility, not 

*OardlaaodataT«g%P.LIi.i>.c2S. Heirers, Deead. vLLriLc. 11. 
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thnm^ a desire for gtun, or throngh any implaoable ipirit aguiut 
the Spaniuds, bat msrely from a thint for glory. That althonj^ 
th^ were not ohiefs, yet at the eons of cadqnee, and deatined one* 
day to be oaeiquee themaelTea, they felt bound more than all 
oUien to lignaliie themselTes by bravery in aetion, and by a ocm- 
tempt for Bjiffering and deatb. " These, ofipring of the snn !" 
■aid they, " are th« reuons for our obstinate hostility : if they 
are auffioient in your eyes, pardon tu ; if not, ire are at your 
mercy. Strike as dead, for nothing is prohibited to the oon- 
qneror." 

The noUe spirit and heroic words of these yonths oharmed 
tbe Spaniards, and their hearts were tonched at seeing them e>- 
poeed so yonng to snoh adversity. The governor, likewise, who 
was of a oompBBsionate nature, was moved to pity. He embraced 
them as if they were his own sons ; oommending their valor and 
heroism, whieh he oonsidered as proofii of noble blood, and lUna- 
farioiu deeoent. 

Por two days he detuned them tn the oamp, feasting them 
at his table, and treating them with every distinction ; at the 
end of whioh time, he dismissed them with presents of linen, 
doths, silks, mirrors, and other articles of Spanish mann&otnie. 
He also sent by them presents to their fathers and other rela- 
tionB, with proffers of his friendship. The yonng caciques took 
leave of him with numy expressions of gratitode, and departed 
joyfdlly for their homes, accompanied by a number of their oonn- 
ttymen whom he had liberated. 

Aa to the four captive leaders, they were retained as prison- 
era, and on the following day were summoned before the gov- 
emor, with their caoiqne Titaohnoo. De Soto reproached them 
with the treaoherons and mTirderoos plot devised against him 
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aod hu soldiers, at » Ume when tbey were profeuing the kindeat 
Bmitf . Saoh treason, he observed, merited dekth : yet he 
' wished to ^Te the natives an eridenee of his olemenoy: he 
pardoned ttem, therefore, and restored them to bis friendship ; 
warning them, however, to beware how they again deeeived him, 
or trespassed against the saflBty and welfare of Spaniards, lest 
they should bring dowa npon themselves dire and terrible 
revenge. 

The Indians who had eome ont of the lake and surrendered 
themselTes, were distributed among the Spaniards to serve them 
as menials, during their sojoam in the province. This was 
partly as a punishment t« them for their partioipation in the late 
treason, and partly as an example to warn the nei^boring 
Indians from lilce aggressions. 



jnGoo^Ic 



CHAPTER XXL 

DEATH OT VITACHUCO AND HIS WASKIOBfl. 
1689. 

VmcHnco now remained in some Bort a prisoner in his own 
house, bnt was treated with great kindness and respect, and 
dined at ihe governor's table. Bage and hatred, howerer, 
rankled in his heart ; and he HOon conceived another soheme of 
vengeance. Nine hundred of his most noble, valiant, and well- 
tried warriors, were dispersed among the Spaniards ; eqaalling 
the latter in nnmber, and, as he thought, in personal prowess. 
They attended their new masters ss slaves at meal times, when 
the Spaniards would be seated, off their guard, and many of 
them without weapons. At such a moment, he oonceived it 
would be easy, by a preconcerted movement, to strike a signal 
blow, and rid themselves at once of their oppressions. 

Scarcely bad Vitaohuco conceived this rash scheme, than he 
hastened to pat it into operation. He had four young Indiana 
to attend him aa pages. These he sent to the prinrapal prison- 
ers, revealing his plan, with orders that they should pass it 
seoretly and adroitly from one to another, and hold themselves 
in readiness, at the appointed time, to carry it into effect. The 
dinner hour of the third day was the time fixed upon tot striking 
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the blow. Titaobaoo would be dining with tbe governor, and 
the ladiaoB in general attending upon their respective mastera. 
The cacique was to watch his opportiiDity, spring npoa the 
gOTcmor and kill him ; giving, at tbe moment of aasanlt, a war- 
whoop that abonld reBoood tbron^out the village. The war- 
whoop was to be the signal for ever; In^n to grapple with bit 
master, or with any other Spaniard at band, and dispatch him on 
the spot. - 

Many of the Indians saw the madness of this second project ; 
bot, aoooBtomed to yield implicit obedience to their ohieft, prom- 
ised to cany it throngb or perish in the attempt. 

On the day appointed, Yitachnoo dined as nsoal at tbe table 
of the governor. When the repast was concluded, he stiaight- 
ened himself upon tbe bench upon which he was seated, and 
twisting bis body from side to side, stretched first one arm, then 
the other, to the full extent, with clenohed fists, then drew them 
1^ 80 that his fists rested on his shoulders, then jA'ked them out 
two or three times, until every joint oracked like a snapped reed. 
In this way the Indians of Florida need to rally their strength 
when about to undertake any extraordinary feat 

After this preparation he sprang upon his feet, closed in- 
stantly with the governor, seized him with the left hand by the 
collar, and with the other fist dealt him such a blow in the &ce 
as to level him vUh the ground, the blood gushing out of 
eyes, nose, and moutL The cacique threw himself upon hia 
victim to finish his work, giving, at the same time, the signal 
war-whoop. 

All this was the work of an instant, and before the offioers 
present had time to recover from their astonishment, the gov- 
ernor lay senseless beneath the tiger grasp of Titaohnoo. One 
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more Uow from the mrtge would hare been flU&t ; bat befbre be 
oonld ^ve it, ■ doceu swords and laoces wen throst tbrongfa bii 
bod;, «nd he fell dead. 

The var-whoop had resounded thronghont tiie rillaga At 
bearing the fkted signal, the rndians attending npon their nuu- 
ters, uaailed them with whatever weapon or misaile thej oonld 
e<»nmand : some seised npon pikes and swords ; others snatched 
up the pots in which meat was stewing at the fire, uid, beating 
the Spaniards about the head, braised and scalded them at the 
same time ; some oaagbt np plates, pitohera, jus, and the pestled 
wherewith the; poonded the maiie ; others the bones remaining 
from the repast ; and others seized upon stools, benches, and 
tables, strilcing with impotent for; when their weapons had not 
the power to harm ; others snatched np burning firebrands, and 
rushed like very devils into the affray. 

Hui; of the Spaniards were terribly burnt, bruised, and 
•ealded ; some had their arms broken ; others were maimed hy 
sticks and stones. One was knocked down by his slave with a 
flrebnnd, and beset by three other Indians, irbo dashed out his 
bnuna. 

Another was assailed with blows, his teeth knocked out, and 
he was on the point of falling a sacrifice, when some Spaniards 
oane to his asmatanoe. The savage assailant fled and mounted 
a hand-ladder into a granary opening npon a conrt-jard, taking 
irith him a lanoe which he found leaning agunst the wall The 
Spaniards attempted to ascend after him, but he planted himself 
in the door-way, and defended the entrance so bravely with the 
lance, that no one dared to ^proaoh him.* At length, Diego de 
Soto, a relative of the governor, arrived in the court-yard, 
* PortugneM NsirativB, ell. 
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armed with a cross-lMir. He presented it tad took aim. The 
Indian never attempted to draw back or eoreen hinualf; his 
object wu, not to save his life, hat to sell it as dearlj^ aa posst 
Ue. At the instant that De Soto drew the bow he threw the 
lanoe. The steeled point gmed the right shonlder of the Span- 
iard, and the shaft knocked him down iqHin his knees, pass- 
ing half a lengUi beyond, and remaining qiUTering in the 
gronnd. The um at De Soto was more oertain. His shaft 
pierced the Indian throng the breast, and lolled him on the 
spot. 

It was fortnnate for die Spaniards that most of the Indiana 
were in chains, and none of them were regolarlj armed, other- 
wise their assault wonld hare been attended with great carnage. 
As it was, many of the Spaniards were maimed and mangled, and 
four were slain before the savages could be overpowered. 

Some of the Spaniards were so exasperated at the wounds 
they had received, and at the intcUigeaoe of the maltreatment 
of the governor, that they wreaked their fiiry upon every 
Indian in their power. Others, who were cavaliers, thou^t it 
beneath their dignity to take away the lives of slaves. Thej 
bron^t their prisoners, therefore, to the grand square of the vil- 
lage, and delivered them into the hands of the archers of the gen- 
eral's gnatd, who dispatched them with their halberta. 

Among the cavaliers who thus brought their captive slaves to 
be executed, was one of a small and delicate form, named Fran- 
cisco de Saldaiia He entered the square, leading after him a 
powerful Indian, by a eord tied roond his neck. No sooner, 
however, did the savage perceive what was passing, and the &te 
that awMted him, than he closed upon SaldaSa aa he walked 
before him, amsed him with ono band by the neck and with the 
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other 1>7 the thigh, ruMd him like a child, toned him tops^ 
tnrvy with his he&d dowowarda, and daahed him to the gronod 
with a Tiolenoe that gtmmed him. Jumping then upon hii bodj 
he vottld hare dispatched him in an injtant had not a number 
of Spaniarda mshed with drawn sworda to his reecue. The 
Indian eeiied Saldafia's sword, and received them w> brarely, that 
ihongh there were more than fifty, he kept them all- at hay. 
Grasping the sword with both hands, he threw himself into the 
midat of them, whirling himself round like a wheel, and dealing 
abont blows so rapidly and madlj that no one dare oppose him, 
and they were obliged to shoot him down with their firearms." 

These, and many similar aoenea of desperate Talor, oooorred 
in this wild afiray. That the interpreters and the Indian allies 
who had accompanied the army from the other provinces mi^ 
be embroiled with the natiTes of the neighborhood, so that they 
would not dare thenceforward to abandon the Spaniards, they 
were compelled to aid in the destruction of the prisoners, many 
of whom were tied to stakes in the pablio sqoare, and ahot down 
with their arrows, t 

In these battles, and the subsequent massaorea, fell Tita- 
ohnoo and thirteen hundred of bia warriora, the flower of his 
nation, among whom were the four brave leaders who had sor- 
vived from the lake. 

* FertagOMt RonatiTe, a. 11. 

f Idam. Tlw Portnguew natrator ealli the viDtge whara tbii afibay took 
place Napataea. 
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THS ABUT FABS THBOGOH THE PBOVINcE 07 OSACHILE — COME TO 

A VAST MORAae SEVERE BKinHlBHlNG WITH TVE SAVAoe^- 

PBEFABATIOHB TO CSOeS Tn& OKEAT MORA^. 

1G3V. 

Thk blow vhich Hemuido de Soto reoeired from YiUohaco had 
l>een lo violent that it was half an hour before he recorered his 
senAOB, His whole &oe was braised and disfigured, and Beveral 
of Lis teeth were broken, so that for twenty days ho oonld par- 
take of no solid food. , It was necessary to remain foor days in 
the village, before he aud his woonded soldiers were sufficiently 
recovered to bear a jonmey. On the fifth day he resomad his 
march, departing in searoh of another province, called Osaohile.' 
The first day they journeyed fonr leagues, and encamped on 
the bank of a large and deep river, which divides the two prov- 
inces, and over which it was noeessary to throw a bridge.f They 
had scarcely begun their preparations, however, when they beheld 
the Indians on the opposite ude in hostile array. Abandoning 
the constmction of the bridge, they hastily formed six rafts, on 
which a hundred men passed over, cross-bow men and arqnebo- 

• Ttu lUDDe U spelled Uadiil, hj Hu FsrtugaBM BMiatw. 
t Bdiared to be the BmniMB. 
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men, and fifty horsemeD, caxrjing with them the saddles for th«r 
horses. 

Ab soon u these reached the knd, their horses were driven 
into the water, and made to swim acrofls. Their owners reccircd 
them on the shore, saddled and mounted thorn immediately, 
and galloped out into the plain. At sight of them the Indians 
took to fiigbt ; and the Spaniards worked without molestation 
at the bridge, whioh was finished in a day and a half. 

The army passed the river, and after travelling two leagues 
through a cooutry free from woods, came to large fields of maiie, 
beans, and pumpkins, with scattered habita^ons. While they 
were dispersed about the field a number of Indians, lurking in 
ambush among the grain, assailed them with flights of arrows, by 
whieh many of them were wounded. The Spaniards started in pur- 
suit of them lance in hand. There was some sharp akirmishing ; 
many natives were wounded, and a few taken prisoners. The 
latter had chains put about their ne<^, and were distributed 
among the soldiers ; and made to carry the baggage, pound the 
muze, and fiilfil other servile employments,* 

The Spaniards arrived at Osacbile, a village about ten leagues 
from that of Titachuco. It contained two hundred honses, 
which were deserted, the cacique and his people having fied to the 
woods, terrified by the rumors of the suigniuary massacre of 
Titaehuco.t The governor sent proffers of peace and friendship 
to him by the Indian prisoners. He made no reply, however, 
neither did any of the envoys retnm. 

The village of Oaachilet resembled moat of the Indian vil- 

" PcitugiieiB NaiTBtive, c IS. f Idem. 

} WQlunw tUnkt tUt i* Ae lUlalnaodM <4 the Sembols*, near lOeo, in 
Hamillnnconii^; but we we indiMd to belierg^ wiUi Hr. FairbHiki, that 
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lages of Florida. Tke n&tivea always endeavored to build upon 
liigh groand, or at least to erect the houaea of the oaoiqne or 
ohiet npou an emioenoe. Am the country vas very level, and 
high places seldom to be found, they constraoted artificial 
mounds of earth, the top of each being capable of containing 
from ten to twenty honses. Here resided the oainque, his fiunily, 
and attendants. At the foot of this hill was a square, aocording 
to the sin of the Tillage, around which were the houses of the 
leaders and most distinguished inhabitants. The rest of the 
people erected their wigwams as near to the dwelling of their 
chief as possibia 

An asoent in a straight line, from fiileen to twenty feet wide, 
ted to the top of the hillock, and was flanked on each side by 
trunks of trees, joined one to another, and thrust deep into the 
earth ; other trunks of trees formed a lund of sturway. All the 
other sides of the mound were steep and inooceNuble. 

Many of the artificial mounds noticed by the traveller at the 
present day, and about which there has been so much curious 
and learned specolation, were doubtless artificial structures 
thrown up by the natives for the purposes here given. TbeM 
mounds of earth seem to be for similar purposes with those of 
stone, on wbieh are erected the ancient edifices &uad in Central 
America. 

While in the village of Osaehile, the Spaniards learnt that 
that they were not &r from the province of Apalachee, the 
country of the Apalachians. Of this province they had heard 
much as to its great extent and fertility, and the bravery and 

tUa wu SowiDsa ffld Town, whidi ke wjs bu good hstrnniwV land aboot 
il^ and ii a very old Indian tows. Ilw river OtdUa may taks its owne bcaa 
thiadd Inditn village and prermce. 
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ferooity of its inhnbituita. Throagout their muoh the Indiana 
had predicted that the wuriors of Apalachee wonld transfix 
them with their lanoes, hew them in pieces, or conenme them 
with fire. Se Soto was little mored by their menaces ; hia great 
denire waa to see this boasted proTince ; and, if it were as fertile 
and abundant as represented, to winter there. Ho remained, 
therefore, bat two days in Osachilo, at the end of which he re- 
sumed his march. 

T£e Spaniards were three days traTeraing an Tminhabit«d 
desert, twelve leagues in extent, which lay between the two pro- 
Tinoes, and about noon on the fourth day arrived at a great 
morass.* It was bordered by forests of huge and' lofty trees, 
irith a dense underwood of thorns and brambles, and clambering 
Tines, BO interwoven and matted together as to form a perfeot 
barrier. Through this the Indians had made a narrow path, 
scarce wide enough for two persona to walk abreast. In the 
eentre of the morass was a sheet of water half a league in 
width, and as &r as the eye could reach in extent. 

* TtoB ii luppond bj Hr. M'Cullodi and otlien to have beoi the graat 
Swamp i^ Okefomdiee, Ijing in l&t &I° Iforth, oa the fronticn of Oeorgia 
and Floiida ; but we are inclined to igree with Mr. Fairbiinks, Uiat it waa 
liie (wamp at the bead of the Eataohatchee, a river emptying into tlie OuU 
Be remarka that it oould not have been the Okefcndioe, aa that ia 150 naim 
neaiiy from ApaUcbe, and is altogether uoHke the morsM, and no Indian 
fai^nray goes through it; its diameter being 12 or 10 nileL Ahncet any wet 
Honda nran^ at the head of a river would sniwer the ittexiplkD given <£ 
the motsM crossed by De Sota Be add^ that from his pn-tonol knowledge of 
the countiy, he feels qmta confident that the eome we have thus br maited 
evt must be neaily, if not exactly the one taken ; and the bet that tha 
Beminoles kept the whole army of the United Slates at bay tea seren ye«r^ 
■nd DOW require to be bought out^ is itself an eridowe of the nature of 
the country. Vide Kerr's Vojages and Twrels, VoL v. p. 488. M*OnUod^a 
BeesardieB, p. G2i. Darby's Florida, p ID, SO. 
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De Soto enounped tt ui early boor on & fine plain on tin 
Bkirt« of tin forest, and ordered ont a hundred crou-bowmen, 
anhers, and pikemen, witb thirty hor» and tvehe expert 
nrimmerB, to explore the paaaage of the moraie, aMertain the 
depth of tlte water, and seareh for a ford, agunat the following 
d.;. 

They had penetrated but a little diatanoe, when they were 
opposed by Indian warriors. The paaaage, howerer, wu ao nar- 
row, and BO completely walled on each Bide by thorny and im> 
perrioofl forest, that not more than the two foremoet of eaeh 
vanguard oonld oome to bbwa, The Spaniards, themfore, or- 
dered two of the etoateflt to the front, armed with sword and 
bnekler, followed by two orosa-bowmen and archers. In this 
way they drove the Indiana before them until they came to the 
water. Here, as both parties oonld scatter themselves, and had 
room for action, there was some hard fighting. U«ny good 
ehota were given, and seTeral were killed and wounded on both 
sides. 

finding it impossible, under such heavy fire, to examine the 
depth of the water, the Spaniards sent word to the governor, 
who came to their aid, with the beet soldiers of the army. The 
enemy likewise received a reinforcement, and the battle became 
more fierce and bloody. Both fon^t to their waists in the , 
Water, stombling about amoi^ thorns and brambles, and twisted 
roots, and the sunken trunks of fallen trees. As the Spaniards 
were aware that it would not do to return without disooTering 
the pass, they continued to charge the enemy with great impetn- 
osity, and snoaeeded in driving them out of the water. They 
found that the narrow pass through the folrest continued through 
the water, being cleared of thorns and roots and sunken trees, 
6* 
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SO tbat tbo Indiuifl eonld wmde up to th^r tniddlM, ezoopting 
■bout forty paces of the mid-ohannel, when it wu too deep to 
be forded. Tbis they passed by a bridge of two trees batoned 
t(^;ether. The opposite side of the moimsa was bordered by the 
same, kind of impendoos forest as the other, and, like it, tra- 
versed by a narrow Indian path. The distanee throngh the two 
forests, and aoroaa the moraas, was about a league and a half 

The goremor, having well reoonnoitered the pass, returned 
with his men to the encampment Here he held a oonncil of 
war, in wliioh the diAoulties and dangers of the case were dis- 
cnssed, and the mode of meeting them determined upon. 

It was arranged that two hnndred picked men should be 
thrown in the advance to seoore the pass, and prepare the way 
for the paasage of the main body. One hundred of these were 
to be honemen, and one hundred foot-eoldiers. The former 
being better armed than the infantry, and protected by bucklers, 
always received lees injury from the arrows of the enemy ; they . 
were, therefore, to take the lead on foot, as horses would only 
be an embarrassment in such a narrow pass. In this way they 
would, as it wore, form a shield to the hundred foot-soldiws, 
oousisUng of arquebusicts and arehers. 

They were all to be provided with biUs, hatch^ and other 
implements for clearing an encamping place in the opposite for- 
est, on the side of the morass ; for, as ttie Spaniards would have 
to pass the narrow ford one by one, in the fooe of a ferooioua 
enemy, it would be impossible for the whole army to traverse 
the morass and both borders of woodland in one day. It ap- 
peared advisable, therefore, to make a lodgment in the (qiponta 
forest." 

■ QwdlaM de U Ytg*. P. iL L a. c. 1. 
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OF TB£ PERILOUS FASSAGB OP THE OftXA.! HOBABS. 
1689. 
All the requisite prep&ntions being made, two hundred pelted 
nteii sallied oat of the encampment, each oarrTiiig in his bosom 
his day's allowanee, eonsisting of a little boiled or hMsted maiie. 
Two hoon before dawn the; tTaversed the defile of the forest, 
as sUentl; as posrible, until they reached the water. They soon 
fbnnd the ford where the stones and roots and sunken logs 
I had been cleared away ; keeping along thia they came to the 
bridge of &llen trees and h^, mcroea the deepest part of the 
channel This they passed without molestation from the Indi- 
aoB, who had left the whole pass nngnarded, not imagimng that 
the Spaniards would dare to penetrate the dense forest, or ford 
the deep aod perilous passage of tbe morass by night. 

When they perceived at daybreak, however, that they had 
passed the bridge, they rushed with ones and howls to dispute 
tiie passage of tbe morass yet to be traversed, which was abont 
» quarter of a leagne. The Spaniards received their attaok man- 
ftilly : both parties fon^t up to the middle in water. The tit-' 
dians were soon repulsed and driven into the defile of the (^^po- 
ute forest, into which they ooidd only enter one at a time. This 
defile being so narrow, and walled in by an impervious finest, it 
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was caaj to blookade the pass&ge and keep the enemy from sally 
ing forth. Portj men were ordered to do so, while the remain- 
ing hundred and fifty went to work to oat down trees and dear 
a place for the army to encamp. 

In this manner they remained all the day, the Indiana in the 
bosom of the forest shonting and yelling, aa if to frighten with 
their noise those whom they would not engage with their arms ; 
some of the Spaniards watching, the others felling trees and 
burning the &llen timber. When night came, eieh one remained 
where he chanced to be. Disturbed by the yells of the Indians, 
and obliged to maintain a constant Tigil, the Spaniards passed » 
sleepless night. 

The next morning the troops undertook the passage, aad al- 
though they met with no opposition, fonitd many difficulties in 
the ford, and, being obliged to pass one ^ one, were tbe whole 
day in crossing. 

By night they were all encamped on the cleared ground, , 
where, however, they enjoyed but little sleep, in conasqueuce of 
the yells and attacks of the enemy. 

At break of day they pressed forward through the defile 
ol the second forest, driving tbe Indiana- slowly before them, 
who retreated step by step, plying tbeir bows inoessantly, so 
that every inch of the way had to be won at tbe edge of tho 
Bwwd. 

At length, aft«r fighting onward for half a league, they 
emerged f^m this dense and thorny forest into more open wood- 
land. Here, however, the Indians, foreseeing more scope for the 
horses, had taken preoautions accordingly. 

It was in a part of tkls very morass, though not in this im- 
mediate neighborhood, that Pamphilo do NarvaoE had been de- 
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ft>ted abftot ten or eleren jMtrfl before ; uid the Indihiu, proftt- 
iBg by the experience then guned, and enoonragad by the reool- 
leetion of tlwt triniaph, tnuted for like sncoeas in the present 
inataaoa 

To render the nrach dreaded lioiaM ineffeotlTO, they had 
Uoeked up and tiareraed the open plaoea of the fbreat with great 
lOgH, and branches tied from tree to tree ; and in the close 
and nutted parts had made narrow paaaagee by which tliey 
might dart forth, make an asaanlt, and Tanish again in an 
instant. 

Ab soon, therefbre, as the Spaniards entered this more open 
woodland, they were assailed by showers of arrows from eveiy 
ride. The Indians, scattered abont among tbe thickets, sallied 
forth, plied their bows with intense rapidity, and plonged again 
into the forest. The horses were of no avril ; the arqnehnsieTB 
and archers seemed no Konger a terror ; for in the time a Span- 
iard oonld make one discharge and reload his mnaket, or place 
another bolt in his cross-bow, an Indian wonld launch six or 
seven arrows ; scarce had one arrow taken flight before another 
was in the bow. 

In their hampered situation, the Spaniards fonnd it impossi- 
ble to assaolt the enemy ; their only alternative was to defend 
themselves and press forward. All the whHe, too, that they wwe 
exposed to this galling fire, they were insulted by the Uunts 
and threats of the enemy, who reminded them of their victory 
over Pamphilo de Marvaes, and menaced them with a like 
defeat. 

For two long leagues did the Spaniards toil and fight their 
way forward throngh this forest; irritated and mortified by 
these galling attacks, vexatious taunts, and ^e impossibility of 
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retoUating; kt length they emerged into ui open and Isnt 
oonntry. Hen, orerjojed »t being freed from this foreet primn, 
they gave reins to their horses and free Tent to their smotbared 
rage, and Boooted the plun, lanolng and catting down every 
Indian they encountered, out of rereuge of their own annoyanoei, 
and of the past defeat of Nairaea. But few of the enemy ware 
taken priaoDerB ; many were put to Ihe vword ; and thas did 
they Buffer aererely for the prMmnptuous confidence ini^ired itj 
their former triumph orer Spaniards.* 
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CHAPTER IXIV. 



I MAKE A QE3PE2ATE STAKD AT A DIEP t 
BPADUKDS QAIN THE PASS ARD ABKIVE AT THE OTDUK TILUOB 
or AKHATXA, IN TBE PBOVtHCE OF APAIuloaSB. 



Tbe Spaniftrds had now urired at the oonUBenemnent of * 
fertile rc^on, oovered witli thoae vilUgei and fields of grain fbr 
wliich the province of Apslaohee wae famons throoghoat the 
oonntiy. Wearied vith thur toilsome mareh and ineessant 
fighting, they encamped fbr the night in the open plain, near a 
■mall Tillage. Still they were deprived of the repose so oeoesBarj 
to them. All night they were disturbed by yells and bowlings, 
by repeated assaults, and flights of arrows disoharged into the 
camp. 

At daybreak they resumed their march tluoa^ oxtenmro 
fields of malic, bewu, pompkins, and other T^ctables, extending 
on each side of the road as far as the eye ooold reach, in* 
terspersed witit small calnns, showing a nnmerons but scattered 
population. 

The inhabitants jostified their ferocioos and warlike lepnta- 
tion, tor they kept up incessant attacks, sallying forth from their 
dwellings, or starting t^ from corn-fields where they had lun in 
ambush ; and though the Spaniards wreaked upon them a bloody 
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revenge, slangliteriiig them vtthont mercy, jet notbing ocnild 
check the faty of the BorviTorB. 

After contending for two lea^es'throag^ the fields of com, 
the Spaniards oune to m deep stream, bordered hj forests;* 
where the Indians had erected palisades and barriers, to impede 
the passing of the horse, as well as to protect themselTes. As 
this was one of the strongest and most important passes, and in 
a manner their last hope, they bad prepared themselTes to defend 
U vigoronsl;. 

HsTing reconnoitered the pass, the Sptutiards made arrange- 
ments acoordingly. Xhe best armed horsemen alighted, and 
bnekling on their shields, advanced witii swords and hatahets in 
hand, gained the pass, and broke down the palisades and harriers. 
The Indians fought desperately to defend them ; several Span- 
iards were killed and many wonndod, bnt they snooeeded in 
forcing their way with leas difficulty than they had apprehended. 

The stream forded, they marched two more leagues without 
opposition, through the same kind of fertile and eultiTsted coun- 
try ; then chooring a place dear from forests, encamped for the 
night. After fonr days and three nights of watching, toiling, and 
fighti^, they needed repose, and had hoped, in this open place, 
where the horses bad free career, that they should be able to en- 
joy it without molestation. The darkness of tho ni§^t, however, 
encouraged the assaolU of their restless snd daring foes, and 
obliged them to keep up a constant vigil with their weqions in 
their hands. 

Even the Indians who were eaptured evinced the implacable 
and unconquerable spirit for idiich the Apalaehian tribe was &• 
mons. Though in the power of their enemies, they oontinned to 
• Mr. U'Oulladi roppooea tUi to be Iba liver TJdi& 
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CKcry an air of hanghtineBa and defiance ; boaating of their origin, 
Tannting the valor of their nation, and telling the Spaniards that ' 
thej wonld soon arrive at the village of their oaciqne, vhere he 
and a host of warriora were vaiting to destroy them. Xhe name 
of this oaoique was CapaS ; the first they had heard of, whose 
name diflfered from that of his village. Learning that this for- 
midable village wu aetaally bat aboat two leagues distant, Her- 
naDdo de Soto, on the following morning, which was the fifth 
since crossing the morass, put himself in the advance, with two 
hundred horse and a bnndred foot On their way they pnt all 
the Indians they met with to the sword. 

On reaching the village they found it recently deserted l^ 
the caciqne and his men. They pursued them for some distanoe, 
killed some of the Indians, and captured others ; but the cacique 
made his escape. They then took up their quarters in the village, 
which was named Anhayea,* and contained two hundred and fifty 
large and commodious houses : the Adelantado took possession 
of the dwelling of the cacique, which stood at one end of the vil- 
lage, and was superior to the rest.f 

In addition to this principal village, they nnderstood that 
there were many others in the province, containing from fi^y to 
a hundred houses, more or less, besides a multitude of dwellings 
scattered about the country. The province thronghout was re- 
puted to be pleasant, the soil fertile, producing maiie, cucumbers, 
beans, and wild plums ; the rivers abonndod in fish, vhioh the 
natives caught in vast quantities throughout the year, and dried 
for use, J > 

* Fortnguese N'uratiTe, c 13. 

f Tliu ritlige is Bupposed to bo in tlie neigbborhiwd oT the modem town 
of TaUabanee. Colonel Pickett layi, Tndiiui tndilioDB eonflnn thii opimca 
X Qarcilan de ]> V^a, F. ii. L. iL & i. Fortugueae NairatiTo, e. IZ. 
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JOAN KB ASASCO BFTS OFT IN ffEAROR OF TBE OCEAM — THE ADVBf* 
tn&BS H£ MET WITH BT THE WAT. 



The army remainel in the village of Antiajea for serond days, 
recruiting from its past toils, altfaongli the enemy did not fail to 
CDDtinne their attacks by night and day. The gOTCmor now sent 
oat bands of horse and foot to explore the sorronnding country 
for fifteen or twenty leagues. Two captains, the one named Ariaa 
TisDco, the other, Audroaa de Yasoonoelos, were sent in different 
dir93tioDB to the northward. They returned, the one in eight, 
and the other in nine days, having met with no adventares wor- 
thy of relation. Both reported that they had found many popa- 
lous villages, and that the country was fertile and free from 
morasaes or extensive forests. A third captain had been sent 
about the same time to the sonlhward : this was Joan de Aittsoo, 
the Gontador of the army. He was one whom Be Soto often 
ohoBO for undertakings that required a stout heart and active 
spirit, though he was sometimes prone to be a little hasty in tem- 
per and positive in command. He had under his command forty 
horse and fifty foot, and was accompanied by Qonsalo Silvestre 
and Oomei Arias. The latt«r was a relation of the govemor'a 
wife, and a hardy soldier, seasoned in all lunds of perils and 
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Tinrntades by Imd and w&ter, m most Spuush adTentnrenwera 
in thcMW dm; B. He bod seen rough timfm in Hooririi mjUm ; 
faj^ been a Blftre tn Barbary ; and, to his adTeotoroiu nlor, add- 
ed sage experience in oonnoiL 

Thus accompanied, Joan de Afiasco let off towards the south 
in quest of the ocean, which was said to be less than thirty leagoes 
£stant from Anhayca. Ho was goided in his expeditbn by an 
Indian, who professed greai fidelity and attachment to the 
Spaniards. 

For two days they travelled over an ezoellent road, wide and 
level, passing two small rivers which were easily forded. Here 
they came to the village of Ante, which was abandoned by the in- 
balntants, bat well stocked with provisions. Taking with them a 
snpply for foni days, they continued on by the aame commodions 
road. At lengtfi the Indian diverged from it, and led tbe way 
into dense and thorny forests without any path. The ground 
was in many places rough and broken, and covered with fallen 
trees. In other places were deep bogs covered with grate, that 
presented the appearance of firm land, but into whidk horse and 
foot sunk and floundered, and were almost smothered. 

In this wildomess they wandered about for five days, fre- 
quently crossing their former track, until their stock of pro- 
vinons was nearly exhausted. Three times they oame, as they 
thought, within sound of the distant surges of the sea, and eaeb 
time the Indian struck in an opposite direction. In their vexa- 
tion and perplexity they began to suspect his fidelity, and that 
he had a design to make them perish with hunger in this inextri- 
cable forest, even though he should share the sameflite. These 
suspicions, however, they Irapt to themselves, for they had do 
other guide. 
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Thej now determined to retnra to Aute, get a fnah sapply 
of provisions, and renew tbeir geftrch. Their retani wms the 
more toilsome, u they h4d to retrace their footsteps throngh 
fear of losing the road, and the mire of the bogs was so mnoli 
trampled that the; sank deeper in it than before. Four days did 
tbej keep on in this painful way, and tbeir snapioions of titar 
Indian guide reTived. They grew peeviali in their toudoct 
towards him ; quarrels ensued between him and tbe soldiers ; ha 
was beaten, and would hare been slain on the spot, bad not 
Anasco interfered. Exasperated to revenge, be watched an 
opportunity at night while tbe soldiers slept, and enatobiog a 
brand from tbe fire, struck those who had maltreated him. This 
only bronght on him severer pnnisbment. A chain was then put 
round bis neck and the other end given to a soldier, to keep clow 
watch over him. 

The neit morning^ in the oourse of tb«r rugged marob, tlu 
guide, as be followed tbe soldier who had him in dia]^;e, sprang 
suddenly upon him, tbrew bim to ike ground, and bq;an to 
trample apon bim. 

Upon this tbe Spaniards fell upon tbe Indian with sword and 
pike : even Jnan de ABasco, losing all temper, raised himself in 
his stirrups, and with both bands, dealt him a terrible thrust 
with bis lanoe ; after which, as be lay for dead, a hound was 
turned loose to tear him to pieces. 

Their guide being slain, and their anger being thus orueUj 
appeased, they began to think wbiob way they should direot 
tbeir steps. In this dilenuna they turned to an Indian whom 
they bad captured on their return to Ante. From bim tbey 
gathered by signs, and a few words which they understood, that 
it would be impossible to go to the sea by their present route, on 
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Koootint of tiM BWimpfl uid forests ; but thmt if thoj woold 
retnm to Aute lie would t&ke them by a direct road to tbe oout, 
Mid to tlie very pUoe whore Punphilo de Narraei had built hu 
Teaaets and embarked. 

Thej had no altematiTe bat to tnut to this new guide, ]iop- 
ing that the fate of hia piedeoeuar would have a aalntaiy effisot 
on him. They returned, therefore, to the Tillage of Aate, after 
fifteen dajs of toilaome and fmitless wandering. 

As Gomel Arias and Gonulo SilTestre were riding in the 
advance, they took two Indian prisoners, near to the vijUge. On 
questioning them aboat the sea-coajit, and the proper route to 
find it, they oonfirmed all that had been said by the present 
guide. The Spaniards comforted themselves with the hope, 
therefore, that they would now be able to acoomplish the object 
of their journey ; and with this persnuion, slept soundly and 
oontentedly that night, after all thw toils. 
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JJJAS DE JlUXSOO ASBIVES AT TH£ BAT, WHEKE BE FCfSS T£ACEB 
OF FAMPHILO DE NASVAEZ. 

IBM. 

Om tlw following day Jiua de Afiasco and his followsrs set out 
onoe moie from the village of Aut«, nnder the gnidance of the 
thrM Indiana, by the new ronte they pointed oat. The road 
was wide and open, free from any bad puaages, excepting one 
narrow marsh, in wbiob the borsee did not sink over their fet- 
looka. They had not joomeyed more than two leagaes when 
they arrived at a spaoiona bay,* and, proceeding along its sborea, 
came at last, to their great joy, to the very place where the OB- 
fortnnate Famphilo de Narvaei and bis people had Bojonmed. 
Here were the remains of a rude forge, where the iron work for 
the Teasels had been wrought ; and around it lay scattered diar- 
ooal and cinders. There were large tronks of trees, also, hol- 
lowed out into troughs, in whioh the horses had been fed ; and 
Bol far off lay the bonee of the horses that had been killed. 

The Spaniards gaied with melanoholy interest on these relics 
of a disaatrooB expedition, and eagerly sov^t to g^ean from 
their savage guides farther partionlars respecting Narvaei and 

* EridaaUy tlM Bay ei Bt Uufa, or Apdadiaa. 8m ChuleTobc Jov- 
nal Hiihaiqaa, LaL zxdv. 
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lu> men. The Indiuu had picked up Bome Spuiiih phnsH 
dniing the time th>t Narrftez sojourned here ; with these, uded 
by ugns, mi bjr words of their own Ungnage, partly nndenitaod 
bj their hearen, thej oontriTed to give some aooount of the 
traDsaotions at the bay. They led the Spaniarda, step by step, 
over the fioenes visited by Narraei ; showed the place where ten 
of his men had been surprised and slain ; and pointed ont every 
spot where things of note bad hi^pened to that ill-starred oom- 
mander. 

ABasoo and his oompanions searched in eyery direotion to 
find if any letter had been Ufi in the hollow of a tree, or any 
inscription on the bark, as was the common praotice with disoov- 
erers, bnt fiinnd nothing (^ the kind. They then ranged along 
thft shores of the hay to the sea, which was three leagues distant. 
Here, finding some old oanoes oaat npon the beach, ten or twelve 
expert swimmers embarked in them and sounded the bay, in the 
mid-channel of which they fonnd snl^ent depth for large shipe. 

After this, they placed signals in the highest trees, so as to 
be ai^Mnnt to any aiw luling along the ooaat j and took down, 
in writing a minute aooonnt of the place and its bearings, for the 
information of any one who might faenoeforth seek it. Having 
taken these precautions, Aey made the best of their way baok to 
the army. Be So^ was rejoiced to see them, for their long 
absence had caused him great uneasiness. He was lughlj satis- 
fied, also, to learn that they had diaoovered so exoellent a harbor, 
and the very one trtim which Pamphilo de Naivaea had set sail 
with his ill-fated barks. 
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E BXFDinOII (V 1J3AXI DE a3aSCO and his bans 07 THIRTr 



As the seuon was br ftdvanoed, De Soto resolved to proceed no 
litrthet for the present, but to winter ia this ftbondant prorinos 
of Apsl&ohee. He cansed the vHhtga of Anhkyes, therefore, to 
lie strongly fortified, ftddittonal boildiogs to be ereoted for bar- 
racks, And the snrronndiog country to be foraged for a stoek of 
pnmsions. In the mean time, friendly messages and presents 
were repeatedly sent to the cariqne Capafl. He, howeTer, rejected 
all overtures, and buried himself in a dense forest, Burroonded 
by morasses and perilons defiles. 

As De Soto saw no nse in keeping np a garrison at Hirri- 
higna, in the bay of Espiritn Santo, he determined to send 
orders to Pedro Calderon to break up bis eneampment there, 
dispatch the Tessels which lay in the,liarbor, and march with the 
forces nnder his command to rejoin the army in their winter 
qnarters. How to get these orders to Pedro C&Ideron was now 
the question; for whoever bore the message would have to 
retrace the wilderness through which the army had marched, to 
re-crosa the deep and rapid rivers, thread the gloomy forests and 
miry swamps, and, u it were, run the gauntlet throogh tribes of 
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warlike and orael uti^, snurting from late oonfliots, and thirst- 
ing for revenge. 

After mature coDaideration, he resolved to intnut the peril- 
ens enterpriae to a band of troopers, Bofficient in namber to make 
head against a considerable force of savages, yet not too nomerons 
to move with secrecy and expedition. 

No sooner did he propose the daring errand than there wa4 a 
oompetition among the young cavaliers of the army to be sent upon 
it 'j for the very danger ezoited their ardor. De Soto chose from 
among them thirty prime lances, and appointed as their leader 
the stout-hearted and well-tried Juan de AAasoo. Along with 
him went the shrewd and hardy Qomes Arias, his comrade in the 
late expedition to the buy of Ante. 

Among the lanees was one Pedro Uoron, a moatiao, or 'half- 
blood, between Spaniard and mulatto, a native of the island of 
Cuba. This soldier, beside being an admirable swimmer, was 
gifted with a scent slmost equal to that of a dog ; so that ho had 
often, in the island of Cuba, winded and traced n fugitive Indian 
into the ihit^ta and oaves in which he had hid himself He 
also could scent fire at the distance of a leagu^ though no li^t or 
■moke was to he perceived.* In company with him went aootfaer 
mestiio, his friend and countryman, likewise a native of Cuba. 

It was on the 20th of NoTembert>(1539) that this small and 
intrepid band set out on their haurdous errand. As celerity of 
movement was all important, each horseman was lightly equipped 
with a easi^ue, a coat of mail under his doublet, and a lonco ; a 
pair of alforjas or wallets were slnng across the saddle-bow, in 
which, beside a small supply of food for himeolf, and com for his 
ateed, he had two or three spare horseshoei, and a few nails. 

•Q«reaaiO(Ukyeg«,P.EL.iLi!.7. f P<«t«p)«w Belalitn. 

t 
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Long Wore the Smj davned Ae gaUant troapen irara on Ao 
road.* Preannj; formrd, thej Monred iloog Mi full speed, when 
prutlnUe, feariiig lest the rnmor of thdr ooming might precede 
tliem, mnd give the Indiiuu time to UMmhle and dispute the 
pwBei. Overtaking two ot the nntireB, they pnt them to death, 
to present thnr giving the alarm to their oomndes soatterod 
about ihe fields. They traversed the extensive morass and nst 
forests of Apalaohee, vithoat opposition, and halted in an open 
plain on its skirts ; ten c^ their nnmber keeping watoh while the 
ronainder slqit. 

Bre it was Il^t they were agun in their saddles, and made 
the best 4^ their wa; over that desert traet of oountiy lymg be- 
tween the morass of Apalaohee and the village of Osaohile. Ap- 
prehensiTe that the Indians might have heard of their approaeh, 
and would make stont resiatanoe in the village, ACasoo ordered a 
hall. As night oloeed in, tibey pushed onward with great caution, 
and eame in si^t of the viUage aboat mldnighL Not stopping 
to reconnoitre, they loosened their reins, olaj^ed spun to their 
hcnes, and dashed throng at fnli speed. Having gaflt^ied about 
a league further, they struck off their oonrse for a short distanoe, 
and halted f<>r the remainder of the night ,- having travelled this 
day more than thirteen leagvea. 

At daylffeak they reBun\ed their journey, putting th«r horses 
io their speed, as numbers of the natives ware soatt«red about 
the flddo, and might give the alarm. Thus, they went five 
leagues on a soamper to the river Osachile, at the risk of tiieir 
boreea ; bat these were, luoUly, so high mettled that they suffiai^ 
edbutUtde, 

•Hw ■oeoDDt tt tin* nn»nt>c and pmkMt expadition of the tUi^ 
bwipwi, I* MriMgr fan tba Ihea Osrihao d* k Tags. Tha FtxtagOMe 
' M v«;r farirf BMnticM df it. 
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On KpproMUng the Tiver, Oonnlo SilreBtre, vho luu! piished 
hu bone more tiam Iub compBiiianH, «u in kdvuice. He was 
fearfiil lest the mer Bboold have Bwollen sinoe the trmj erosBed 
it. Fortonatelj', howoTer, the water had fallen. He was so 
oreijoTed that he plunged in wiUi hii hone, Bwam the stream, 
and mounted the bank on the opposite side. When his oom* 
panions came up they were rejoiood to see him on the opposite 
hank, for they had entertuned the same fbar, that the river might 
hare inoreased : they all dashed in, guned the other side withoot 
aooident, and, with light hearts, dismoonted and made their 
1»eak&st on the green-sward. 

They were soon again on horse, and at a moderate pace ap- 
proaohed the Tillage of Titaohnoo. Thinking to have fbnnd the 
pUee as they had left it, they looked forward to some severe fitt- 
ing with the inhabitants, and expected to pass through it at the 
point of the sword. A oonsnltation was held, and it was resolved, 
that none should atop to fight, but at fall gallop out their way 
^hmngh the enemy ; for the death of one of their number, or of 
ft horse, would be a serious loss, and increase the perils of theex- 
pediti n. Thus determined, they spurred on, and were soon re- 
lieved from their apprehensions. They found the village a soene 
of ntter dosolatbn ; the housea burnt, the walls thrown to the 
ground, and the bodies of the Indiana who had fallen on the day 
of battle, heaped up into a mound, and left uasepulohred The 
Spaniards afterwards learnt that the natives had destroyed and 
deserted this village, ^m an idea that it had been built on an 
evil and ill-&ted site ; and they had left the corses of their peo- 
ple unbnried, food for carrion birds and wild beasts, because, ac- 
cording to thur superstitious belief the onfortonate and defeat- 
ed in battle were infamous and accursed. 
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OOHTIinjATlOK OF THE BOLD AND PERILOUS EXPEDITIOM 07 nzilf DB 
ABaSCO, AMD BIS TSlETr LA»CE& 

1689. 
The Spanmrds okeoked dieir steeds, and wound slowly thn)ii|^ 
the minji of the village, wondering at the desolation around them. 
They bad left it bnt a short distanoe behind them, when they en- 
eonntered two Indian wamors, on a hunting expedition, who toed: 
lefbge under a large wabint tree. One of them, however, quit- 
ting the tree, made an attempt to readi the woods on the o[^o- 
nte mde of the road, bnt two horsemen dashed a&er him, and be- 
fore he atttuned this asylum, transfixed him with their lancos. 

The other Indian, of more courageous spirit, kept his station 
under the tree ; and, aa fortune nsnally fxron the daring, hs mat 
with a better &te. Fixing an arrow in his bow, be facrlcsaly 
&cod the Spaniards, who oame galloping one behind the other, 
and direatened to shoot, ihonld they approach him. Borne ot* the 
eavaliera, piqued at his defianoe, would fain have dismounted to 
attaok him lanoe in hand. 

ABaseo, however, represented to them that there was neither 
ntor nor pmdenoe in attacking a desperate mas ; eepocialjy at & 
time when the death, even of a horse, would be deeply felt ; and 
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when they were Iwdly provided with medioines to heal the wonnd- 
ed. He tiken wheeled his hono, uid the; made a large oiroait 
from the road, leet the Indian shonld shoot anj of the horseB as 
the; paased : for thin the; dreaded inoit. He allowed them all 
to pass, and finding that, instead of attaeking him, the; had turn- 
ed on one side, he started after them, tannting them for fijring from 
a single foe. At this moment a shrill and wild outer; rose from 
etrer; part of the anrronnding fields and fbresta. Savages started 
Qp on all sides, and called upon each other to barrioade the road. 
But the Spaniards gave their horsea the reins and spnr, and 
Boon left the enem; behind them. This n^t, the third of their 
wa;fitHng, the; halted in a level and beantiM plain, having tra- 
velled seventeen leagoea since morning ; the last' eight thna^ 
the province of Vitaehnoo. 

On the fourth da; the; jonme;ed other seventeen leagues 
through the same province. The natives, thirsting for revenge, 
on account of tlieir late defeat, were on the alert ; and seeing 
the Spaniards passing through their oountr; with so small 
» fbrco, determined to massacre them. The; sent seven Indian 
runners ahead to spread the alarm of the coming of the white 
men, that their wamora might assemble at some narrow pass and 
dispute the wa;. The Christians, however, ssspecting tiieir 
designs, pushed on so elose upon &e runners, that the; tO(A 
them all prisoners. At nightfall the; encamped as usual in an 
open plain. 

A little past midnif^t the; roused themselves from their 
slumbers, and b; sunrise had alrcad; travelled five leagues, and 
arrived at the river Oohali, where, on a former occasion, the 
Indians had killed the hound with their arrows. The; hoped to 
find the river with less water than when the; had crossed it, bat, 
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on the oof timry, it hwl orerflowed ita buika, uid was now ■ deep, 
torbid stream, boiling and founing with whiilpoola, fearful even 
to look upon, and dangerous to traverse. 

The Spaniards held an earnest oonsoltation tot a few nto- 
nents : the first object was to seonre the opposite bank before 
the Indians ihoold arrive there. It was determined, therefore, 
that tweWe of the best swimmers, stripping themselves of ever; 
thing except their oasquee and ooats of mail, and disencnmbering 
their borsea of saddles and saddle-baga, and trting oulj their 
lances in their hands, should swim their steeds to tiie opposite 
bank, and take post there, to protest the orosmng of their com* 
panions widi the baggage. At the same time, fourteen were, 
with all speed, to eonstmot a raft of driftwood, to transport the 
baggage, and such of the party as conld not swim ; wlule four 
were to monnt guard at their present post, until all shonld be 
effected. 

All this was no sooner sgreed upon than it was put into 
ezeoution. The twelve swimmers threw off all snperfinous 
clothes, and, taking lanoe in hand, urged their horses into the 
ra^ng stream. Eleven of them landed in safety at a large 
opening on the opposite bank: ih« twelfUi was Jnui Lopea 
Oacho, page to the governor — the same youth who onoe acoom- 
panied Gcnzalo Silvestre on his perilous errand to the oamp. In 
attempting to oross, he drifted with his horse somewhat below 
the opening. Finding he oonld not stem the oorrent up to the 
place where his oompaiuons landed, he let bia horse swim lowor 
down the rirer, and sought some other landing-place. He at- 
tempted several times to scramble up the bank, but it wus like a 
wall, and there was no foothold for the horse. Be was com- 
pelled, therefore, to return to the opposite shore, but before he 

n,gN..(jNGoogle 



BBSOUX or JUAK LOPBZ OAOHa IS! 

naflhed it, his boise b^an (o Mter thnni^ fiAigne. He oalled 
oat for sQOoor to his oompanions wbo wws felliog wood for tha 
nft Four of them thnv thenuelraa into the water, and 
dragged him and hiB horse to shore. Bjr the time thej reached 
H, the poor 7011th was so elulled and ezhanated that he was more 
like a corpse than a living being. 

Leaviag the caraliera to eomplete the onMsIng of the rirer, 
m will oast a look back to the oamp, to aotioe the proceedings of 



N Google 



CHAPTER XHL 

SE BOTO'S XNTEKPBIBE AOAINBT THE CACiqilE OT 0APA7I. 

loss. 

Havihq dispatched Jun de Anaaoo >ind his thirty luiow on 
theit expedition, the next thought of De Soto «u for the secnri- 
tj and comfort of his army. Ever ainoe he had been qnutered 
in the village of Anhayea, the Indiana had kept np a seriee of 
haraaBing attacks and alarms, by day and night The whole 
nei^borhood was beset by them, lurking about in ambnah, so 
that a aoldier oould not xtray a bow-shot from the camp without 
being waylaid and asaanlted. 

Knowing the devotion of the Indiana to their ohieft^SB, it 
occurred to De Soto, that if he oould onoe get Capafi, the osotque 
of Apalachee, in bis power, hia anbjecta wontd cease from thdr 
. atratagema and attacks. It was a long time, however, before ha 
ocold get upon the traces of the cacique, or discover where ho 
had concealed himself, for he did not take the field with his war* 
riors like the other obieftaina. In faot, Capafi, thongh redonbt- 
able fojm his sovereign power, was so enormously fat and un- 
wieldy, that he conld not walk, nor even stand. He went aboat 
in bis dwelling on his haada and knees, and, on moving, from 
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jhrc to plaM, wiS bonte is a litter on the aluraldera of his 
nbjBots. 

At length De Soto reoeind intelligenoe thkt tho oaoiqne IumI 
posted himself in the midst of ft dense and extennTO forest, 
about ei|^t leegnei fiotn the camp, snrrounded bjr tangled thick- 
ets and treaoherous morasMB, eo as to be almost inaooossiUe. 
Il was, moreover, fortified in their etrongeat manner, and garri- 
HMied by tho ohoioest Apalaohian warriors, so as to be deemed 
bj tbem porfeotly impregnable. 

As an enterprise against this stronghold was' one of peoaliar 
peril, Se Soto, with his aconatomed intrepidity, took it upon him- 
self and, at the head of a body of horse and foot, made his way 
i* three days, with great diffioulty, to the Indian citadel, the 
eDUtraotion of which deaerree partionlar mention. 

In the heart of this close and imperrious forest, a piece of 
ground was eleared and fortified far tho resideaoe of the caciqne 
and his warriors. The only entranoe or outlet was by a narrow 
pAth, eat throagh the forest. At erery hundred paces this path 
was barricaded by palisades and trunks of trees, at each of which 
was posted a guard of the bravest warriors. Thus the fat 
eteiqae md ensoonoed in the midst of the forest, like a spider in 
the midst of bis web, and his derotcd subjects were ready to de- 
.fend him to the last gasp. 

When the goremor arrived at the entrance of the perilous 
defile, he fi}and the enemy well prepared for its defence. The 
Spaniards pressed forward, but the path was so narrow that tiio 
two foremost only coold engage in the combat. They gained 
the first and seoond palisade at the point of the sword. Here it 
was necessary to out the osiers and other bands with which the 
Indians had fiutened the beams. While thus occupied, th^ 
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««n apoaed to & g«Umg fire, uid reoeiTed jbkhj woands. Not- 
wiUutftnding all these obfltaoles, they guned one palisado after 
the other, until, hy hard fighting, tiiey ■nired ftt the ptaoo of 
refuge of the oaoiqne. 

Hero was the hottest of the battle. Tlie Indians, driven to 
desperation by the immlneDt peril of their eaeiqne, thew them- 
selves upon the swords and spears of the Spaniards. The latter 
were animated by the sight of their wished-for prey, and by the 
example and Toioe of De Soto, who not only foifght as nsnal, in 
the thickest of the affray, bat ealled on his men by name, and 
cheered them on to action. 

The confiict lasted a long time, with many feats of pn>W«M 
on both sides. The Indians, however, for want of defennv* 
armor, fonght on nnequal terau, and were most of them ont 
down. The oaoiqne called ont to the survivors to surrender. 
The latter, having done all that good soldiers could do, and 
seeing all their warlike efforts in vain, threw themselves on thor 
knees before the governor, and offered np their own lives, bat 
entreated him to spare the life of their eaciqua 

De Soto vns moved by their valor and their loyalfy ; reoeir- 
ing them with kindness, he assored them of his pardon for the 
past, and that thenediwth he would consider them as fnends. 
Gapafi, not being able to walk, was borne in the arms of hii 
, attondnnts to kiss the hands of the governor, who, well pleased 
to have him in his power, treated him with arbuity and 
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anouLUi xscATx or thk caoiqux oipatl 
16I9. 
Di Boio-ratartAd wdlplMsed to tbe tOUc* of AnhajM, ilatt«^ 
ing himMtf tluit the >u>lMt»tion from the Mngw would now tm 
Kt ui «nd, dnoe lie held their oaoiqae » captim. Hia hopei, 
however, were Tais, tm the In^Kua, freed &«■ the eharge of 
^tMtiag thmr elneftaui, bow devoted theBuelrei to audeeting 
tite OhnetlMis. The genentl oonndered thii a hue instenoe of 
iugratitnde, Mong that he had refrained froia rava^sg the eooD- 
iacj, and he threatened Ci^iaft to eommesoe a war of extennin^ 
tion B^wnrt hii peofde. 

The eaeiqne esEpreaaed much grief at thmr oondnot, ud 
infonned De Soto that the most eminent of them wen ooneealed 
in a ttuek forest, five or six leagoee from tbe eamp. He oSeni 
to go there, goarded by a bodj of Spaniards, and penoade them to 
submit, adding, that no meseagefl would arail, as thej would not 
he eonvinoed that bo waa net a prisoner in irons, and badly 
treated. De Soto, aooordini^y, ordered a eompany of horse and 
ftot to SMort bim, obarging them to watoh him olosely, and not. 
allow him to eseape. They left the Tillage before moniing, and, 
cUreeting their nmroh inji sontberly diieotion, reached the Anest 
about nuuwk 
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Ben &6 Moiqoe aent some Indiana of liu tnin to hia mr- 
riOTS, who were oonoealed in the foreat, with orders for tbem to 
uaemble before him on the following momiDg. Trusting thmt 
tLe order of Captifi would be pnnotn&Ilj obeyed, the Spaniards 
betook themselvea to real for the night, haTing first placed aenti- 
neU at the outpoats, and a atrong gnard aronnd tho caciqne ; 
whoae unwieldy balh, in &ot, aeomed a sufficient guarantee for his 
safety. Partly throtigh negligenoe, howorer, and partly through 
wearinesB from three days' journey, sentinels and all fell sateep. 
Upon ihiSj ^e wily owiqne, watohing his opportnnity, crawled 
. OB all fonn through the drowsy eamp, and soon fell in with ft 
prowling party of his anbjeoto, who raised him on tJieir ahonldwa, 
and bore hbn off to the foreat. 

When morning came, and the Spaniarda awoke firom aleep, 
the eaoiqne waa not to be seen. They beat np the snrroondiog 
forest, bat without sneceu. Baoh one wondered, and questioned 
the other, how ao imwieldy a man had eeeaped without being seen 
or heard. The aentinela all swore thai they had been ezoeedinglj 
TigiUnt on their parte j it waa unanimously agreed, therefore, 
that the Indians must have eonjnred np some demon to oarry 
him off through the air. They set off en their return, deeply 
mortified; followed by the ^diana at a distanee, taunting 
ud jeering them, bnt offering bo other molestatim. They 
■rtiTed in the camp much erest-fidlen, ud invented a thousand 
fiibka to aooount to the gOTenor and his offioera for the escape 
of the prisoner. They all certified that tiiey had witnessed 
strange eights that ni^t, and insisted that the oatnqne oould 
not have esoa^ted nnless be had been spirited away by deviht, so 
tmwieldy was his bulk, and bo I'igilant had been th«r watch- 
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The goTsmor, thongh anM th*t they had neglected their 
da^, knew there wu no remedj, and pretended to be oanvineed 
t^ the trnth of wh&t they had represented. He inereaBed their 
Mtisfiujtion by saying that the Indiana were aach notoriou 
BeeromanoerB, that they nU^t have performed even more won- 
derfnt feats tkan oonjoring off a &t oaoic|ue. 
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ooimiiuA'noR or tbs xxFzsrnoif of juak ds aSjjko un> an 

TSIKTT ULNCBS, JkSD WHAT FUKTHEB. BSPBU. THBH. 
1SS9. 

Ww mtut now ntnm to the thirty eanliers whom we left pt»- 
paring to eroM the nver Ooali. Those employed in felling Uie 
timber, is k short time finished the raft; for they were provided 
for nuh emersenciee with batehets and oorda ; they batened two 
large ropes to it under the water, by wHah it was to be drawn, 
l*okwards and forwards, from bank to bank 

Two good Birimmers carried one of the ropee to the oi^osite 
ahoie. They had bnt jnst aooompUshed this, when the Indians 
of Ooali raahed down to the river to assail them. The eleren 
oavaliers who had orossed to the opposite bank, dosed witii 
them, kiUed immo and pnt the rest to flight, and remained mas- 
ters of the field, excepting that flights of arrows were discharged 
at them from a distance. 

The eombat oessed, they called out lustily for tiieir cloaks to 
be sent over on the first raft, as a north wind had risen, and 
being dripping wet, with no other oorering bat shirts and coats 
of mu], they were soffering from the cold. 

The rafts made sereral royagea to and fto, before all the baig- 
g^;e, and sn^ of the Spaniards as oonld not swim, were ftrried 
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MiMS. As ftflt u th^ Imnded tbej hutoaed to jmn their oom- 
ndec, who w«r« keeping tlie thickaning host of urtges at }mj ; 
two onl; remained to onloftd the nfi 

The fonr horsemen who had been posted u a reugoKrd, ta 
protect tEe men m the; embtrked, had meoeeded in eorering 
them from uunlt Two of them, Heraasdo Athuuiio and Goo- 
■alo BilTeetre, rematoed fiw the Uet arosBing of the nft; whioh, 
u then would be no one left to keep baek the •aTtges, wonld be 
the most perilona. When tiie raft wai laden and read; for Uto 
traTerae, Athanasio sprang upon it, leading his horse into tha 
water to swim alongside. Bilrestre then oharged upon the sar- 
ages, drove them to a distanoe from the shore, returned at fall 
speed, les|«d from his horse, n^ed him into the water, oast loose 
the fastening of the raft, and, springing npon it, gsre signal fbr . 
it to Lo hauled over to the oppowte bank. 

All this waa aoeompiiahed with such promptneas and aetiTity, 
that they were already lulf way aorosi the river, and out of dan- 
gor, before the Indians eonld reach the shoVe. 

In all this erossing, the horses peiftrmed their part to adim- 
ration. They required no spur nor scourge, and soaroe any 
leading; they nerer flinehed nor hesitated, but seemed to eom- 
preheod their real da^iger — that an enemy was hovering noar, 
and that their safety depended upon thor doeillty and perfect 
obedience. 

It waa two o'olook in the afternoon when all had erossed the 
lirer, nuther man nor horse baring reoeired a wound. They 
made for the rillage, where they purposed resting, as Jnan Lopei 
Oaofao had been bo long in the water that he was oompletehf 
ehilled, and appeared like a statue, without the power of moring 
hand or foot 
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The liidiuii opposed their approach to the viUage until thetr 
wivei and ohildien had time to fly to the woodi, when they also 
abandoned the place. The Spaniards entered and halted in the 
middle of the pnhlio square, fearing to qnuter in the dwellings, 
lest, being separated, the Indians mij^t sarroand aid make 
them prisonere. 

They bnilt four huge fires in the square, near which they laid 
poor Juan Lopea and oorered bim with the cloaks of his oom- 
rades. One of his &iends gare him a dry shirt whioh he "t**""-* 
to hare with Mm, at this time a meat aocq>table gifL 

They renuuned in the village the rest of the day, in a state of 
anxiety. The sitoation of Josm Lopes rendered it impossible tat 
him to trarel this night, yet they feared the delay mi^t giro tho 
natiTea time to spread the alarm and hanioade the road. They 
lesolved, however, oome what mi{^ they wonld pUoe tho heal(h 
«f thur companion before any other oonsideration. Accordingly, 
they tethered one half the horses, and fed them wiUi m^ce, while 
the remainder walked' the ronnds. Borne ooeaiued themselves in 
drying their laddles and the clothes which had been soaked in 
tiie water, and others in replenishing the saddlebags with maim ; 
for, notwithstanding 'there was an abimdance of dried gtKpea and 
plums, and varioiu other fruits, they took nothing bat Indian 
oom, wMeh answered as food both for tkemselvee and horses. 

As night closed in, monnted sentinels patrolled roand tlm 
villBge and its vicinity. Abont the mid watch, two of thoni, 
while going the ronnds, heard a low mnrmnring noise, as of men 
ftpproaehing. One started off to put his comrades on their guard, 
iriiilo the other remained to reconnoitre. In the brightness of 
the starlight he descried a large and obicnro mas of ^vages 
moving towards the village, and hastened to give the alarm. The 
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Spuiiwda, finding that Jnan Lopec was somewhkt reoorend, 
threw seTenl cloatcB over him, and monnted him and batened 
him in the saddle, while one of his oomrades led his horae by 
the reins. In this manner thej left the village in deep silenoe, 
before the enemy arrired, and ho expeditiouBly did they trarel, 
that at daybreak they were six leagues from OoalL 

With the same expedition they hnrried through the popnlons 
eonntry, (bat the mmor of their approach might not precede 
them ; killing all the Indians they encountered near the road, 
lest they shonld give the alarm. Through the uninhabited tracts 
they slackened their paoe, that the horses mi^t rest and breathe, 
to be ready to mn when it shonld be neoessary. Thus passed 
this day, whioh was the sixth of their way&ring, having journeyed 
almost twenty leagnes, a part of the distanea through the prorinee 
ot Aooera, a country peopled by very warlike savages. 

The seventh day Pedro de Atienaa complained of being sud- 
denly ill. They made light of his complaint, and, not to lose 
time on the road, urged him forward. He oontinned irom time 
to time to complain, but without being attended to, until having 
ridden for several hours, he fell dead beside his horse. His com- 
rades were shocked at his sudden fate, and at their own want of 
sympathy in his sufferings. No time was to be lost, however, in 
oeremonials. They silently dog a grave with their hatchets, 
bnried him by the wayside, and then rode on, ruminating on the 
loaa of a brave soldier and a well-tried comrade. 

That night they euoamped on the border of the great morass, 
after travelling twenty leaguea It was bitter eold, in oonsequonoe 
of a keen north wind, and they were compelled to build huge 
fires at the risk of warning the Indians. Twenty of these would 
hare been sofieient to dispute this pass, and massacre every one 
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of them, u ibMj would poMou ft gre>t ftdmttage in tiieir unoai, 
while tlie SpaniaidB eoold not ftTmil themaelTOS of their honea, 
neithei had the; ubhras nor orow-bowB to dislodge the enemy. 
Thnfl tronbled and anzions, one-third of their nnmbei kept watch 
at a time, while the oUuis slept, to gain strength for the btignes 
of iba eoming day. 
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oompmnions. The remunder, perfectly luked, miltect npm their 
horses, uid endeBrored to force them into the vster ; but it waa 
K> cold thkt they Bhntnk back. They then attached ropes to the 
halters, and fbnr or fire of them swam to the middle of the cur- 
rent to drag the horses after them, vhile others stmck them 
behind with long poles. The horses, hdwever, planted their feet 
firmly in the gronnd, and oonld not be moved. 

Two or three were at length nrged into the stream a short 
distance, bnt when they came to the deep water, the cold was bo 
great that they tnmed book, dragging the swimmers after them. 
For more than three hoars they thns labored in Tun. At length 
they flueoeeded in forcing two horses orer, one of which belonged 
to the leader Jnan de Atlasoo, the other to Qonialo de Silvestre, 
Both of these cavalien, being of the nnmber of those who could 
not swim, had already passed by the bridge. As soon as their 
horses were bron^t orer, they saddled and mounted them, to be 
ready for action should any enemy approach. 

Notwithstanding two horses had thns led the way, none otiier 
oonld be prevuled upon, either by coaxing or cndgclling, to fol- 
low Gomes Arias, the hardy and weather-beaten soldier, was 
diief of die nineteen companions who, entirely naked, were labor- 
ing up to thdr wusta in water, to compel the horsea to cross ; and 
Arias had toiled more than all the rest They had now been in 
the water for more than four hours, exposed to the keen north 
wind, and so thoroughly chilled that their naked bodies were 
almost black. They were wearied in flesh, and vexed in spirit; 
and seeing all tbeir exertions useless, were almost driven to 
despair. 

At this JDUctnre, Juan de ASasoo, having saddled and 
mounted his horse, as has been stated, advanced on the oppoute 
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fide, u &r u lia aould ford, vntil he FMclied the edge of the 
deep ohumel He wu enraged thst so more horses hftd beoi 
nude to erou over ; uid, nithoat iDqniimg the reuun, or regard- 
ing the oomfortless plight of Gomei Arias tnd his oomrsdea, 
ftttribnted it to a want of respect and obedience to him u 
leader. In great dudgeon at the idea, he cried out in a load and 
oholeric voice, " Gomei Arias, bad Inok to yon I why do 7011 not 
pass those horses over]" 

The spleen of honest Gomel, who was a rough soldier, was 
already sufficiently roused by the toils, and sufferings, and vexa- 
tions he had endured, and ^s speech of his commander nettled 
bim to the quick. Casting a grim and surly glance at AHasoo, 
" Bad look to you f cried he, ■* and to the drab of a our that 
bore yoa There yon sit on your horse, comfortably clad and 
wrapped up in your cloak, and never think thst we have been 
here for more than four hours in the water, half ^len with cold, 
and doing all in our power. Dismount — ^with a curse to yon ! 
and oome here, and we shall see how much better yon oan do 
than we have done." 

Jnan de ABasco, though prone to be passionate, reoollected 
himself in hb anger, and restrained his tongue. The oompanipns 
of Ckimes Ariu told him the true state of the case : he saw that 
he had been wrong in speaking so abruptly to the veteran, whose 
rou^ reply was incited by his vexations situation, rather than by 
any personal disrespect 

Joan de Afiasoo often drew npon himself like rebnfili in this and 
other expeditions, by the hastiness of his tongue and temper ; for 
there is nothing of which a partisan commander, in these rough 
adventurous scouting parties, ought to be more observant, than to 
treat his comrades with kindness and civility. When any toils 
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Ksd hudahiiw ue to be enoonnlend, he should exdte them hy 
vords ; ud irtteo it becxiinM neoeuuy to nse the Utter, they 
■bonld be kind mnd tempente, u the; do not ooit more thut 
hugh oneo, »nd ue infinitely more efftotiuL 
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1HBT OAPTCM WOMB 07 THE NATIVES — PERTLKXED WITH TEAKS 
rOK THE UFETT OT TSE OA&EISOM AT ^ISEIHiaUA — THKIX 
AERIVAI. rSKRS. 



Wreh tlw duoord wm Kppeued the SpuiiardB reneired their 
nSorta, and tho nooutida nn hanBg Bomewlut tempered the 
eoldnen of the mter, the bonwM wen bIowIj foreed mtosb, bo 
timt l^ three in the aftenioon ell had puaed over. 

Thej were, indeed, in a wretched pll^t, drenched mth water, 
mnn out with ezoeeriTe toil, beonmbed with mid, exhaosted 
irith hunger ; and, what was worse, had but scanty proTiiionB 
wlierewith to reomit their strength and a^rita. Thej uttered 
no eomplaint or repininga, however, bat njoioed to have orouad 
tUs mnoh dreaded pass, and that so enemy had opposed tbem ; 
iar, had bat ifty of the saTSges henmed them in, where would 
here been these brave eavaliers J The n^leet of the Indiana in 
ftttaeking them was, moat probably, owing to the diatanoa of the 
morass from any hamlet or village, and it waa now the winter 
season, daring whieh time the natives, as they went naked, seldom 
left their honaes. 

The Bpaniards sgread to pass this night in an eztensiva 
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plain, n«ar the montss, for they «id their horses were so UTich 
&tigaed that the; could not travel & step. Tbej mule krge 
firee, therefore, to mrm themselres, uid found oonsoUtion in the 
refleetion, that from this plaoe to Hirrihigna, whither they were 
joomeying, they wonld encounter no difficult passes. 

When night oame they slept with the same precantions as 
before, and Tesamed their march before daybreak. In thb way 
they travelled two days without meeting any thing worthy of 
note. The horses of the two companions who had died went 
free, saddled and bridled, sometimes following the others, some- 
times taking the lead, and keeping as regularly to the rente as if 
they had riders to guide them. The night of the tenth day of 
their journey was passed within three leagues of the Tillage of 
Hneoso. 

A. litUe past midnight they were again in the saddle. They 
bad not gone far before Pedro Uoron, the half-blood, so noted 
for the qniolmesB of his soeut, suddenly cried out, " Take he«d I 
I smell fire at no great distanee." They looked about thom, but 
eould see nothing of the kind, nor oould they peroeire the smell 
of fire. 

After prooeeding about a league further, Moron agmn came 
to a halt " I am certain," said he, " that there is a fire some- 
where, close at hand." They now proceeded warily, keeping a 
sharp look-out, and after a little while disooTered a fire in a foi- 
est hard by. Drawing silently near, they pero^Ted a number of 
Indians, with tbut wives and ohlldren, seated around it, eooking 
and eating fish. Though they supposed them to be snbjeets to - 
the Mendly cacique Mnooio, they resolved to enptnre as many 
as they oould, and asoertain whether this ohiefUin eontinned at 
peaee with Pedro Galderon. In ease he did not, they would be 
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able to rebun them priBoii«rs of war mA send them m bUtss to 
Havuia. The; uoordingl; duhed forwrnrd to Borroond them. 
The MTtges sUtrted up on hearing the Budden trunp of the 
honei, and made for the woods. Uaa; eluded pursuit in the 
darkneM of the night, and many escaped in the thickets. The; 
took priBonen ahont twenty penons, women and children; who 
oontinnally called oat the name of Ortis, desiring to remind 
the Spaniards of the past kindness of their cacique. But these 
aTuled nothing ; they were detained prisoners. 

The half starred SpaniudB, without dismounting, made a 
greedy meal on the fisL not waiting to cleanse them from the 
■and with which the trampling of the Indians and the horscB had 
oorered them. 

Befreehed by their hasty repast, they continued their journey, 
keeping dear of the village of Mucoco. After travelling fire 
leagues, the horse of Juan Lopei Caoho gave out ; having never 
recovered from his sufferings in crossing the river Ooali. His 
rider had fared better, having been restored, partly by the sud> 
den alarm in the night, and chiefly, by the natural vigor of his 
age, being not more than twenty years old. Throughout the 
residue of the journey he had been as active as any of his com- 



Ifindlng it impossible to get the horse on, although within 
six league of the end of his journey, they left him in a verdant 
meadow where there was abundance of pasturage, and hung his 
saddle and bridle in a tree, so that an; Indian who should use him, 
might have him with his furniture. They greatly feared, how- 
ever, that as soon is the Indians found him they would kill him. 
After travelling for nearly five leagues, they arrived within a 
league of the village of Hirrihigua, where tiisy ezpeoted to find 
8 

n,gN..(jNGoogle 



m OOHQtTEST Og PLOBIDA. 

Ckpfaun Pedro Gklderon, Tith forty horse and eight; foot 
They examined the groimd sArrowly u they rode along, hopmu 
to find aome traoba of the horses ; for m the village vaa bo near, 
and the oonntry &ee ftom wood, it aeemed to them natural that 
their ooimtrymen ehonld have ridden oat ma tax u thia, and 
mtai farther. Diaoorering, hDwerer, no traoee of the kind, they 
wen filled with diamal forebodings, fearing that Calderon and 
hig men had been maMaored by tiie nativea, or had lett the 
emintiy in the carhvela. In either oaee, what were they to do ! 
ladated, as it were, aorronnded by eoemiea, with no bark in 
irhMk to leave the oonntry, and without the means of bailding 
one I To retam to the gorenuH', appeared to them impoanUe, 
after what they had snfi'ered in eoming. Aa they had diseuaaed 
their forlorn sttnation, they nnanioMnuly agreed, that if they did 
not find their corapaniom in Hirrihigiiai, they would retire into 
MKoe of the eeoret fiutneisea of the adjacent fbrMte, where 
there waa abondaaoe of graoa for the horsoB. The enperfiaoua 
horse they would kill, and dry hia flesh for food for the joomey; 
and when the other horses had anffioiently reortuted, they would 
attempt to itttnm to 'tiie governor. Should they be killed by 
the TO«d, diey would die like true and futhfol aol£ers ; if they 
arrived safe, they would have aooompliahed their oommander'a 
orders. 

With this heroic resolve they pushed on ; the further they 
advuieed, however, the more were they oonfirmed in thnr feais 
and snspiinoss ; for they disoovered no traoe of their oomradea. 
At Wigth, they oame to a small lake, whieh waa lees than half 
a league from Uie village. Here they found freih tracks of 
horses, and near tlte water, marks of their countrymen having 
made lye and washed their olothea there. 
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A joTfnl shout bani from the lips of every Spuiard. The 
hones were drtggiiig weurilj ftlong, but the moment thej Boented 
the truMB vt the othen, they threw up their heads, pricked 
their ears, and nei|^d loud and phriU, pluuging and leaping 
sbout as if just from the stable : setting off now at a round rate, 
thej Boen aooompliehed the remainder of their journey. 

The sun was setting as they oame in sight of the Tillage. The 
Bight patrol were defiling out two by two, on honeboek, with 
lanoe and shield, and shining armor. Juan de Ailasco and his 
ftdlowers Ml into the same order, and, as if they were tilting in 
the lists, they advanoed at a fnrions gallop, rending the ur with 
joyous shouts. Pedro Calderon and his men sallied oat to meet 
^m, and reoeired them with open arms. Instead of inquiring, 
howerer, after the health aad welfare of the army and the gor- 
ernor, and their partiaular friends, they anxiously demanded 
whether there was any gold in the country. 

Aftasoo, without delay, inquired of Calderon whether the na- 
tives of this prorinoe, and the Tasaals of Muooso, had continued 
peaceable and friendly ; and learning that they had, he direoted 
that the prisoners recently taken shorid be immediately liber- 
ated, and aent home to thetr country loaded with preeents. By 
them he sent an inritalion to Mucoio to make him a visit with 
k train of attendants, to convey to their homes the sea-stores 
and other articles which, on their departure, they intended leav- 
ing behind : at the same time he recommended to his oare the 
horse which had been left in his territory. ■ 

The Indians wmt away, delighted with this kind treatment, 
and on the third day oame the good Unooio, followed by his 
warriors and a train of attendants ; two d whom led the horse, 
while the others carried &a saddle and bridle, as Hbaj knew not 
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how to noe tliem. Hoooio embraoad ABuoo uid his oomndcs, 
inqoirad jMLrtionlarlj after the governor and the army, and nutds 
him relate the pftrticulars of their going and Doming, their hat- 
ties and slunniBhM, apd the toils, tho hanger and pmatioua 
they had anffered. After hearing the whole detui, he obaerved 
that he would rejoloe much if he* could impren his ipirit and 
will upon Um other oaeiques throughout the land, that all might 
Mm the goremor and his people sa they merited and he de- 
ured. 

Joan do Aftaaoo waa atruok with the diffigreaoe between the 
ree^lioa he met with from this uoMe oaoiqoe, and that firom hia 
own oountrymen, whose first inquiry had been aftw gold. "WiA 
a gntteful heart, he thanked him for the kindness he had shown 
Oslderon and his soldiers, and deliveied him many kind me^ 
sages from the governor. 
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ADAMO sails Uf QI7E9T OF THK BAT Or AUTE. — SOHEZ A&UI 
UBAKK8 TOa TUB HAVANA ; AND CALDBSON PREPAXES TO 
HAXCK TO JOIN TBS AAHT. 



Juan dk Anasco now set to work to disoharge the dati«B of hit 
mtasioiL He was to embark in the two brigantine^ and to ooa«t 
to the westward until he shoold amre at the Baj of Ante (St. 
Harks), which he had discorered with so mnoh toil, as has been 
already related. He bron^t orders, also, from the governor to 
Captain Pedro Calderon, to rejoin him with his troops, bj land ; 
and the worthy oaralier Gomes Arias was to sail for Havana is 
the caravel, to oarry news to DoHa Isabd de Bobadilla of the 
events of the erpedition. 

The whole harbor, therefore, was in a bustle. The brigan- 
tines and earavel were careened and repaired ; the sea-stores, 
sails, rig^ng and equipments carried on board, and the orews 
mustered and embarked. Equal stir was made for the mareh by 
land ; preparing the fumitnre for the horses, furbishing up ar- 
mor and weapons, and cnlling out every article necessary for 
the service. 

After every tJiing had been selected that was required ^thar 
Ibr sea or land,.there remained an abondanoa of all kioda of 
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arttoles, vhich tHey ootild not take Vith them ; snch u cassava 
bread, clothing, oolrafises, helmets, bncklers, laoces, pikes, beside 
sea-stores, and qaantities of steel and iron, which the generous- 
spirited goTemor had provided in such profusion for his expedi- 
tion. All these snperflnooB articles they gave to Macoio, in 
reward of his constant friendship. The caoique found himself 
suddenly overwhelmed with riohes. During fonr days that he 
remained at the harbor, and for the residue of the term that 
the Spaniards sojourned there, his suhjeots were incessantly 
busy, going to and fro like ants, bearing off these inestimable 
presents to his village. Every preparation being made, the 
crews being embarked, beside thirty soldiers who were distri- 
bnted in the brigantines and caravel, and twenty Indian women 
for Do!Ia Isabe],* the different commanders took leave of each 
other, and of their various comrades. Juan de ASasco made 
■ail in the brigaatines in quest of the Bay of Ante; Gomei 
Arias in the caravel for Havana, and Pedro Cslderon prepared 
to march, as soon as he should have seen them &jrly under 
wayt With this cavalier and bis little army we shall keep for 
the present, hoping to meet with the stoat Joan de AfiaBOo at 
some fnture day. 

• Portogncse NamtiTe, c IS. 

t OanaUao de la T^a, P. & I., n. c SV. 
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lEX«KIHO Vf or THE OARRIBOM AT HIRSIHiaVA'— PKmO OALSKKOK 
SETS OtTT TO KBlOUf THB OOVEBNOB. — DESFSRATK OONTLICT 
WITH THE NATIVES HI GKOBSINO THE OKEAT BWAKP. 



No looiieT liftd ABsBoo and Ariu Mt nil, tlun C&lderon, vith ■ 
fore« of seventjr horse and fifty foot, Bsllied out of Hinihigaa, 
leaving tbe gardena and the ftalda they had planted in foil and 
freali Tegetstion. Tbej reached the Tillage of the kind Huooio 
on the evening of the second day. He oame out to weleome 
them, hospitably quartered them for that pi^t, and the next day 
eeoorted them to the frontier of his dominions, where he took 
leave of them witii many ezpreasions of regret 

Pedro Calderon oontiuned hia march nntil evening, wbm he 
encamped in a plain skirted by a forest. The night . darkened 
Bpaoe, when of a sudden a party of Bavages mshed into the eamp ; 
the Spaniards attacked them, aword in hand, and diflpenwd and 
pnnmed them to the entrance of the wooda. No sooner, however, 
had they retnmed to the eamp than the savages were on their 
track, and in this manner annoyed them all the night long. 
During these akinnisheB, one of the horsemen porsned an In- 
dian ; who, hotly pressed, tnmed suddenly round with an mow 
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fixed io his bow, and drew at the game moment that the horw- 
man threw his lance. The Bavage fell dead, but not anrereDged ; 
for his arrow pierced the horee'i breast and brought him down 
upon the spot, so that Indian, Christian, and horse rolled together 
Upon the gronnd. 

Thia Indian most have been one of their chief warriors ; for, 
npon bis ttU, tbaj all immediataty fled into the forest, and were 
sot again seen. 

The horse thna slun, was the famona steed of Gtonulo Silves- 
tre. The Spaniards, astonished that this powerful animal should 
have died so suddenly, merely by the wound of an arrow, opened 
bis body, and fonnd that the dart had penetrated hia breast, and 
passed throngh his heart to tiie very entrails — so powerful and 
adroit were the natirea of Florida in the use of the bow. 

The next evening the Spaniards slept on the mai^n of the 
grand moraso, and the following morning trarersed it without 
opposition. They pushed on with forced marches, the horsemen 
dismounting by tarns, and rellering the foot-Boldiers. Thus 
they travelled &r several days, without a single brush with the 
natives finding refreshment and food in the Tillages. These 
were all abandoned, and the whole country was as silent as if 
tminbaUted, until they arrived at the warlike province of Apa- 
Uchee, 

Having encamped for a night upon the skirta of tlie thick 
forest bordering the morass, they entered on the following morn- 
ing the narrow defile, half a league in length, throngh the close 
woods, and reaching the water, the foot-soldiers passed over the 
Indian bridge of logs, while the horse swam the deepest part of 
the ohanneL Galderon, finding that they had passed over the 
dewiest and moat perilous part of the morass, wished to hasten 
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orer the residH*. He therefore orderedi ten honemeo to talw 
behind them five arquebosiers, and five oroM-bomnen, and seiia 
^vB the nuTow pus through the foreit irhioh ma on the oppo- 
site bank. They set off at full speed through the water, when 
■hrill oriea and yella arose from different quartera, and Indiana 
rushed forth from behind hushes, brakes, and the trunks of huge 
treei, and discharged showera of arrows at them. 

In the -nrj first discharge, the horse of Aivaro Fenuuidei, 
a Fortognese, was Ulled, and five others were wounded. The 
hones, panio-etmak with the sadden attack and elamor, tamed 
and fied ; their masters eonid not restrain them. Flanging and 
rearing in the water, which was ap to their breasts, the; threw 
off the foot-Boldiera, who were all woanded, as the wheeling of th» 
horae exposed their shoolders to the fire of the enemy. The In- 
dians, perceiving their laU, rashed forward to dispatch them, 
giving their waT'^faoop and shout of rlctcry- 

The suddenness of the attack, the overthrow of the ten 
a^-^ers, the tight of the horses, the thronging of hordes of sav- 
ages to the combat, prodnoed a soene of wild confoaion. The 
Spaniards were bewildered, and as the battle was in the water, 
and the horse ooold render them no assistanoe, they were greatly 
alarmed tot the result of the confliot. 

The Indians, on the contrary, enoonraged by the success of 
their first efforts, attacked the &llen archers with greater fury. 
The nearest Spaniards rushed across the bridge to their rescue. 
. On tbmr left advanced a formidable band of savages; abont 
twenty paces before them stalked an Indian, perfectly naked, 
fearless and bold in his bearing, with a large plume of feathers 
upon his head. His object evidently was to gain the shelter of a 
huge tree, which lay between him and the Spaniards, from 
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behind whidi be might annoy tliem, &nd even prerent their pas0- 
ing. Oonulo SQTCstre, who happened to be near the tree, per- 
ceived hU intention, and shoated out to Anton Oalron. QalTon 
WIS one of those who Ittd been dismoonted and wounded, bnt, 
like a trne soldier, be bad kept hold of hia oroBS-bow. He fol< 
loved behind Bilveotre, who shielded him iritk a quilted gai^ 
ment, wMoh he had foond floating in the water ; advising him to 
shoot at none bat the leading Indian, who was evidently the 
chief. In ibia manner they gained the tree, bat the movement 
did not escape the observation of the sav^e ; he bent bis bow, 
and in the twinkling of an eye sped three arrows. They were 
sent with unerring aim, bat SUvestre received them upon the 
garment which be used as a sMeld, whiob, bdng wet, proved an 
effeotnal dcfeaee. 

Anton Oalvon, who had Teserved bis fire until t^ Xndian 
sbonld draw near, now fixed a bolt in his crcas-bow, and sen', it 
with such good aim, that it pierced the savage through the 
breast ; the latter sta^ercd a few paces, crying ont to his follow- 
era, " These traitors have slain me." They rushed up to his aid, 
received him in thur arms with dismal marmare, and pasaing 
him from one to the other, conveyed him from the field of 
battle. 

The combat was not leas ornel and bloody in other parts of 
tbo morass. A large body of the Indiaas advanced on the right 
A valiant soldier, Andres de Meneses, with ten or twelve others, 
etood to receive them ; Andres received four arrows In his 
thi^B and fell into the water ; Inckily his large shield covered 
him, and the enemy, leaving bim, fired upon his companions, five 
of whom were grievously wounded. 

The Indians, elated by their suooefls<», considered the viator; 
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as klnady ^Mun. ?riie Spftniuds wen eridently lofling ground, 
for only fifty of their number eould be brought into the engago- 
mmt, and the horae eonld neither render aaaiatanoe, nor molest 
the enemy. They fought, howarsr, desperately, for, vith them, 
it was either vifltory or death. At this critical moment, the 
news spread among the Indians that their chief was mortally 
wonnded. It gave an immediate eheek to their ardor, and they 
began ekvly to retreat, thon^ keeping up a oonatant disoharge 
<rf arrows. 

The Spaniards, peroeiring these signs of &ltering among 
their adversaries, now rallied, oha^ed npon them, and drove 
them ont of the morasa, pvrsoed them to the narrow defile of 
ti)6 forest, aod took possession of the cleared field in which De 
Soto had formerly enoamped. 

This the savages had strongly fortified, bnt had abandoned it 
to go to the assiBtanoe of their chief Here the Spaniards halted 
for the night, aa the place was strong, and only aooMsible 
thraogh ibe narrow defile. Scarcely a man among them es- 
caped without a wound ; and the least injured bound up and 
dressed the wounds of their comrades. Not an eye was closed 
this night, every man maintained an anxious vigil, and the 
savages who hovered around them kept np a dread and dismal 
howling until brOik of day. 

The lucky shot of Anton Qalvon was the salvaUon of Ike 
Spaniards this day ; for the proud Indian who was laid low by 
his ! olt, proved to be the chief, whose &11 changed the tide of 
battle in their favor. -But for this, every one of them would 
probably have been masBaored. 

When morning came, they resumed their march, driving the 
enemy before them through the defile of the forest At length 
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tfaej lAtned into the open woods, vbere the enemy mrailad them- 
aelTes of the suue burierfl and pnliudee whieh hmd stood then 
when De Soto pawed. From behind theee they would sally out, 
disoharge a shower of arrows, and then retreat — ^woonding in 
this way ahoTe twenty Spaniards. Every inoh of ground was 
difipQted, until, at the end of two leagues, they oame to aa open 
plain, where the enemy left them through fiur of the earalry. 
They now marohed on for fire leagaea, and haltod in an open 
eonntry, that the wounded mi^t hare some repose ; but as soon 
as night set in, the Indians again beset the eamp with yells 
and bowlings, and bitter, taunting speeohes. The little army vt 
Spaniards was worn out by repeated assaults; the horsemen 
would spring into thnr saddles and pursue the enomy helter- 
skelter. The Indians would launch their arrows and then fly in 
ereiy direotim; but only to repeat the same i 
moment the troopers returned to the oamp. 
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CHAPTER XXXVL 



With the daj, tho Spaniarda continued their mkroh, and earns 
to a fbreat skirting a deep rtream, whidi the Indians had o1>- 
Btrocted with palisades, and atrong barriBra placed here and 
there. Some of the Spaniard, having formeiiy passed through 
tbifl, wera enabled to oounsel the mode of attack. It was ordered 
that those on horses should dismount, being better armed than 
the rest, and that thirtj of -them, iritfa shields, swords, and 
hatchets, should go in the vanguard to destroy the barrioadea. 
Those lightly armed were to mount the horses, as they were of 
so use in this pass, and to go with the ba^age and serving 
men in the centre. The other twenty, who were well armed, 
were to form a rear-guard. In this order they entered the forest 
The Indians, seeing that the Spaniards were few in number, 
and could not use their horses, charged with great impetuosity, 
eonfident of an easy oonqneat The Spaniards forced their way 
to the palisades, where the battle beeame obstinate, the one 
struggling to cut a road, and the othen to defend it. While 
some of the soldiers kept the enemy at bay with their swords, 
Others hacked with their hatchets at the fiuiteningi of wild vinw 
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by which the barriers were fastened as with cords. In this way 
thej demolished them one by one, bat at the expense of many 
grierons wonnds. Alvaro Femandei, the Portuguese, also lost 
another horse, which was transfixed with arrows. 

At length the Spaniards fought their way across this peril- 
ous pass, and then trarelled with less trouble over the plains, 
where the enemy avoided them, through fear of the horses. But 
whenerer there were any woods near the road, the Indians were 
sore to be in ambush, whence they would make their attacks, 
shouting, and repeating frequently these words, " Where are yon 
going, robbers 1 we have already killed your chief and all his 
warriors." 

In this manner tbese one hundred and fifty Spaniards, 
skirmishing and battling all d«y, arrived at sunset in Apalachee. 
They had to travel slowly, on aoeount of the many iriio ware 
wounded, ten or twelve of whom aftrawards died ; one of them 
was Andres de Meneees, a valiant soldier. 

As they drew nigh the village, they became exceedingly 
anxious, tor they descried neither man nor horse, nor any sign 
of life. They felt sure that the yells of the savages must hare 
reached the village, and as their comrades came not out tc thur 
amistance, they dreaded lest the boasts of ^e natives, that 
tbey had dispatoked De Soto and all his army, should prove 
true. 

They wound slowly into the village, but their anxiety was 
soon relieved by the sight of the governor, who received them 
like an afieotiouate tether. They were hailed, too, by their oom- 
rades, with shouts of joy, as men risen from the dead ; for the 
Indians, to grieve and alarm De Soto, had assured him that 
they wen all slain by the road — a &te he tbouf^t too probftble, 
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when he ooDsidered that thiB little band of k hnndred and twenty 
men had to cut their way throng a wilderness in arms, whioh 
he, with a foToe of eight hundred men, had found snoh diffionlty 
in passing. 

Among the first to greet Pedro Calderon on his srriTal at 
Apalaohee, wM Jnan de Ailasco. This oaralier had made his 
TOjage in the two brigantinee, wtthoat any adverse oocident, and 
arrived safely in the Bay of Ante on the 29th of December* 
The governor bad ealonlated the probable time it would tale for 
AflMoo to make bis joaniey and his voyage, and had taken pre- 
eantions accordingly. For twelve days before his nrriTal, com- 
panies of boTM and foot marched and conntermarcbod betveen 
the eamp and the bay, so that while one body was advanciDg 
towards the fort, the other wan retnmiog. In this way they kept 
the road clear of the enemy, and, when at the bay, placed their 
standards in the highest trees, that they might be readily 
descried from the sea. 

Jnan de Ailaeco saw them, landed confidently and without 
molestation, and, leaving hia brigantincs well manned in the bay, 
eame np under the escort of the companies to the camp. 

It was a great gratification for Afiasoo and Calderon to meat 
each other, and be onoe more united to the governor and their 
other brother officers and soldiers. Companionship in toils and 
Amgers had attached them' strongly to each other, and the proofii 
tiiey had of each other's fortitude and valor mado them ready, 
when together, to brave the greatest perils and hardships. Thus 
happily united, a little fraternity in arms, in the midst of a hostile 
wilderness, this band of adventarous Spaniards paned &ax win- 
ter cheerily together in the village of Apalaohee. 
* FwtogiMn Bdstkn, •. IS. 
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THE KXPLORIHO EXFEDITION OT DIEOO XAUMKASO. 
16S9. 

A RW daja iftw the anival of JoMt d« ABuco, the goTernor 
otUed to him the hardy and tnutj Dt^o Maldonado, and, ad- 
vising him to Imta his own band of fbllowen nnder the eonunand 
of his oomrade, Juas de Qoiman, ordered him to speed to the Bay 
of Ante, set uil witli the brigantinefl, and explore the coast to 
the westward, taking note of all iu riTers, bays, and harbors. 

Maldonado set sul as directed, and eoasted along to the west 
for aerenty leagues, when he diseorered a rery beantifiil harbor, 
called Achnsl* It was land-looked and oompletely sheltered 
from all winds, ample enon^ for a fleet to ride in, and its shores 
so bold, that a vessel mi^t anchor near the land. 

The natives invited him on shore with many proffers of hos- 
pitality. Seeing he mistnuted them, they came, without hesita* 
tion, on board of the brigantines, and traded with the Spaniards, 
bringing them whatever they demanded. This friendly Intor- 

* TIk preMot Bay of Feaaaools. Vide Martin's Louinuia, fd. i p. 10. 
"Dm Ptrtegoew tmintat mUi tlik poi 0A»4 and mj* that JMdo mdo art 
out bj Uod, with a detadunmt of fifty fDotwddia^ and maidwd akng tbs 
coait mxa he duoorered the hay. Wo (Ulow the loca's acobunt, whicli ia 
•doptad hy Hanm and othai. 
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toane gKve Haldonado oppoTtanities to go abont in his small 
boats, to take Boondingi, and note all the advantages of the bay. 
The caciqne, moTed by the representationf his Btibjeots bron^t 
of the brigantines, and relying on the good faith of the itrangera, 
in a luokleH hour ventored on board. The Spaniards, having 
made all the necessary observations, and being apprised of the 
rank of one of their visitors, haatily weighed anchor ; thus re> 
qoiUng the hospitality of the simple-hearted natives by treach- 
eroosly bearing away their cacique prisoner. In two months 
from the time of his departure, Maldonado was agiun at the 
oamp. 

De Soto was rejoioed at the aoooants given of the Bay of 
Achusi. It was the kind of seaport required for his projected 
empire ; and where he might receive the reinforcements and anp- 
plies from Havana, neoeasary to the prosecation of bis grand 
scheme of conquest and coloniaation. It wu now the latt«r part 
of February; he dispatched Maldonado in the brigantines to 
Havana, to proclaim his success, and to return with those vessels, 
the caravel of Gomei Arias, and any other shipping he oould pur- 
chase, well freighted with clothing, weapons and ammunition of 
all kinds. Gomez Arias was likewise to return with bim, as De 
Soto had a great opinion of his pmdenoe and sagaelty in eonncil, 
aild hij hardihood, perseveranee, and intrepidity in warfitre. 
They were to rendeivoas in the bay of Aohnsi in the following 
month of October, at which time De Soto proposed to meet them 
tboro, having, in the interim, made a circuit through the interior 
of the country, to explore the surrounding provinces.* 

* 'ortngueM iruratiTe, e. 12. GaidlMO de la Tega, F. iL L. il e. 2). 
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The nktivoB of Ap^lachee vere & noe large of sUtore, of unuing 
vigor of arm &nd intrepiditj of spirit, and Beemed to delight in 
war. During the whole winter they kept ap alwrma by da; and 
night, nercr ceasing from stratagems and assaults j but the vi^ 
lance and promptness of the governor, and his great skill in Iif 
dian warfare, foiled ercry attempt of oonseqnenoe. They never 
prehioded to oppose any body of soldiers drawn up in squadron, 
but roved in bands about the forest to sarprise foraging parties, 
or lurked about among thickets to ont off any stragglers from the 
oamp. 

If a small party repaired to tiie forest to cut wood, the sound 
of their axes would sometimes attract a host of foes, who, coming 
upon them by stealth, would surround and massacre them, break 
the ehains of the Indian prisoners who had been brought to emnj 
away the wood, and bear off the scalps of the slain as trophies 
wherewith to decorate their bows. In this way they picked off 
more than twenty soldiers, and rendered the vicinity of the village 
BO dangerous, that the Spaniards rarely ventured to any distance 
nnlesB weU armed and in strong parties. One day, however, 
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JvKB it ABaMo uid liz other oanBen, vliile ridii^ kboat tbe 
Tillage, ehmttii^; bmiliarlj, extended their ride into the &dJMenl 
fields. Not intendisg to venture &r, and being in a n^^Jgent 
mood, they wore no defeneire Minor, nor any weapona but their 
■words, excepting one of their number named Eiteran Fegtdo, 
'who had a helmet and lanee. 

Thus aauntering along, oonTerung, they spied in a glade of 
the woods hard bj, a male and female Indian, and sparred forward 
to make them prisoners. The female was so terrified at sight of 
the horses, that she stood like one petrified. The husband seised 
her in bis arms, ran with her to the woods, and thrust her uuong 
the bushes ; then, seeming to scorn fiight, he returned to where 
be had left bis bow and arrows, and seising them up, made fitoe 
against the enemy. 

The Spaniards were pleased with hb spirit, and determined 
to take him alive. Rushing upon him, therefore, before he had 
time to discharge an arrow, they threw him down, and crowded 
vpoii him to prevent his rbing, while Eetovan P^ado with his 
lanee kept him to the ground. The harder he was pressed the 
moto f^irions he became. He writhed and straggled under the 
horses' feet, and wounded them in the flanks and belly with 
timiRts of his bow. At length, with a desperate effort, he sprang 
OR his feet, seised his bow in both hands, and dealt Estevan Fe- 
gado such a olow across the forehead that the blood streamed 
down his face. "Plague on it," oried Pegado, " if we treat this 
sava^ thus daintily, he vriU kill na all seven." So saying, he 
rose in hb sUrrups, thrust his lanee through the breast of the 
Indian, and pinned him dead to the esrth. 

In this rough afiray all the horses wore more or less wounded, 
and one of them afterwards died of his wounds. The cavalien 
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ntnrned to tli« oainp, wondering ti fba temerity and prowoM of 
tke MVKge, and not a little ashamed to oonfeu that one nngie 
Indian had treated them bo ron^Iy. 

At anothei time, a party of twenty hone and fifty foot sal- 
lied ont on a foraging expedition to gather maise. After oolleet- 
ing ta ample supply, they plaeed themseWes in amboah in a 
hamlet abont a league from their quarters, in hopes of entrap- 
ping some Indiana. In the highest part of what appeared to be 
a temple, they placed a sentry, who after some time descried an 
Indian moving stealthily aeroes the puUie square; easting 
around furtive glanoes, as if he dreaded a conoealed fbe. 

The sentinel gave the alarm, and JAtgft de Soto, nephew to 
the governor, one of the best soldiers in the army, and an excel- 
lent horsemsa, sparred into the square to capture him. Diego 
Tolasques, masten. of the borse to the governor, followed at a 
distance on a hand-gallop, to aid De Soto in cose of need. 

The Indian, seeing them approach, trusted for safety to that 
fleetness of foot for which his eonntrymen wore remarkaUa 
Finding, however, tiut the horse gained upon him, he took rofugo 
under a tree, as the natives were aconatomed to do, when they 
had no lances to defend them from the horses. Here, fixing an 
arrow in his bow, he awuted the approach of the enemy. Diego 
do Soto eame galloping up to the tree, but not being able to rido 
under it, wheeled close alongside and made a tJimat with bis 
lance over his left arm at the Indian as he dashed by. The lat- 
ter evaded the blow, and, drawing his arrow to the head, let-fiy 
at the moment that the horse was abreast of liim, T^e shaft 
buried itself just between the ^rth and the stirmp leather ; the 
horse wont stumbling forward fifteen or twenty paees, and fell 
dead without farther motion. 
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Diego VeUaqnM spuned ap to the relief of hifl flomndo, mi, 
bnufaing by the tree, ouide ft lunge with his Inaoe in the auae 
manner. Hii Inok wu the Hme ; — the Indian dodged tho Uuoe, 
■hot taotfaer arrow jiut behind the stirmp-leather, and Mat the 
ItOTM tumbling forward to take hia place beside bia oompanion. 
The two oaraliera sprang iqmn their feet, and rushed upon the 
Indian lanoe in hand. The savage, howerer, oootentod himself 
with his good fortune, and made off for the woods, just keeping 
an even paoe ahead of them, scoffing and making grimaoes, and 
crytiig out, " Let va all fight on foot, and we shall then see who 
is the best" With this taunt he took refuge among the thickets, 
leaTing the oavaliera to monm over the loss of their steeds. 

Some few Aaya after the misfortune of these two horsemen, 
Simon Bodriguei and Roque de Telvee set out on horsebaok to 
gather frail in the woods skirting the village. Not satisfied with 
plnoking it from the lower branohes, seated in their saddles, 
thoy climbed the tree to gather it from the topmost boughs, fanoj- 
ing it of better flavor. While thus bnsied, Roque de Telves 
gave the alarm of Indians at band, and throwing himsolf from 
the tree, ran to leeover his horse; bnt an arrow, with a barb of 
flint, entered between his shoulders and came out of his breast ; 
he stnmbled forward and laj stretched upon the ground. Rodri- 
goex was too much terrified to descend. They shot at him like 
a wQd beast, and ho fell dead, pierced by three arrows. Soarea 
had bo touched tlie ground when they scalped him and bore off 
the trophy in triumph. Tho arrival of some Spaniards to the 
rescue saved the scalp of poor Rcquo do Yelves. He related 
in a few words the event, and, making confession, immediately 
expired. Tho horses oS: tlie ilaiu Spaniards fled towards the 
camp, at the tumult and attack of the Indiana. Upon the thigh 
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«f oat of them was pereeived a drop of blood. He wu taken 
to a ftrrier, wbo, Beeing that the wound waa no greater than that 
of a lancet, taid that there wu nothing to oore. On the mom- 
ing of tfao euBoing day the hone died. The SpMuards, snapeot- 
ing that he had been stntok by an arrow, opened the body at the 
woand, and, fallowing Uie traee of it, found an arrow whitdi had 
passed through the thigh and the entruls and lodged in the hol- 
low of the breast. They were perfeotl; amaied at the Teault ot 
the examination, for an arqnebose oonld searoe hare sent a ball 
w far. 
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ringi Mt with peuls uid preuouB stones ; uid endwrored to 
ksoertun if any of those articles were to be found in CofoobiqnL 
He gave them no donbt a vague and blondering reply, which 
they interpreted aooording to their wishes. They onderstood 
him that the chief tnffio in that provinoe was in those yellow 
and white metals,* and that pearls were to be found there in 
abondanoe. It was determined, therefore, to march in search of 
Co&ohiqal 

AcoordiDgly, in the month of March (1540) Hernando de 
Soto brolce np his winter cantonment, and proceeded to the 
northeast Being apprised that thoy most travel many leagues 
through an unpeopled wilderness, the governor ordered his men 
to provide themselves with provisions. The Indians they had 
captured and made servants, being exposed naked, and in irons, 
during the severe oold weather, had nearly all perished, so that 
each soldier was obliged to carry his supply on his baoL After 
a toilsome march, they arrived on the evening of the third day 
at a small^illage called C^>achiqult It was situated on high 
ground on a kind of peninsula, being nearly surrounded by a 
miry marsh, more than a hundred paoes broad, traversed in 
various directions l^ wooden bridges. The village commanded 
an extensive view over, a beautiful valley, sprinkled with small 
hamlets. Here the troops remained for three days. 

About noon of the second day, five halberdiers of the general's 
guard sallied from the village, acoompanied by two other soldiers, 
Franoisco de A^lar and Andres Moreno. The latter was a 

• Tha Pntngaete nurala- uMrti^ tint Dm lad dnaibed the mamier b 
irtiich tlie gold wu digged, melted, sod refined, wiCli tocb ■ocnracr, tbat 
llioae who were ezperieDced in miujiig declared he must hare witneMsd lite 

t FtoiogtMte NanaitT*, a. IS. 
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8»7) (pXKl hnmored fellow, and from freqaeolly tuing tho «ze!a- 
mation Angels I wu Dioluuuned Angel Horeno. Theie boon 
oompanioDB nJlied forth, withtrni orders from their saperiora, 
and in a boedlsBS manner, merely to amoBe themKlyes, and take 
a look at the ndghboring hamleta. The five gnards were armed 
with their halberts, AgniUr with hia aword and shield, Moreno 
with a sword and lance. Thej oroasod the bog, and a strip of 
thiokets about twenty pttoeB wide, beyond which was an open 
oonntry with cora-fielda. 

- Scarce had they adranood two hundred paces, when the ever- 
wxtchful Indiana sprang ont from their larking plaoea. The 
startling cries and ahcuts of both parties ronsed &» soldiersj 
who were reposing quietly in the Tillage. They took not time Ut 
cross by the bridges, but dariied across the swamp, where the 
water was up to their breaata, and rushed to the rescue. It was 
too late } the Indiana had disappeared ; and the five halberdiers 
lay lifeless upon the ground, eash pierced with ten or twelve 
arrows. Moreno was yet alive, but tianafixod witli an arrow, 
barbed with flint, and the moment it was extracted from his 
breast he expired. Agnilar, who was a hardy soldier, more 
robost than his companions, bad defended himself stoutly ; ha 
was alive, though badly wounded, and sadly battered abont the 
head. The Indians, having exhausted all their arrows, had 
dosed with him, and belabored him with their bows. With such 
might did they wield thorn, that Agnilar's shield was shiverod is 
ideces, and his i&nll laid bare: « 

As they bore him back to the enoampmant they inquired as 

to the numbers of Uie enemy, and he declared there were more 

■ than fifty, which he said was tha reason iriiy his party bad bem 

so suddenly defeated. One day, being neaily recorered from 

9 
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hif womds, Us oomndea hefftn to joer in a loogh «Mi«r-liko 
ttjle, uking him niietlier he had oonnted the blows he had 
reoeiT«4] *»d if they had hurt vaxeh. " I connted not the 
Bumber of the Howe," replied Agnilar wmeirhat orastilj, " but 
joa will, one day or other, reowTe the like, and then yon will 
Ivmi whether they hart or not" Vtaag fortiier bantered on the 
Bubjeot, he broke forth is tertimony <£ the valw and generosity 
«f the Indian warriora. " Yon must know," ^d he, "that a 
band of more than fifty saTagea sprang «iit of the thioketa to 
Kttaek na ; the moment, however, they saw that we were bnt eoTen, 
and withoat onr horses, seven warriors stopped forth, and the 
rest retired to some distanoe. They begaiT the attack, and as 
we had neither arqnebnse nor crosa-bow, we were entirely at ttieir 
mercy. Being more agile and fleet of foot than onr men^ they 
leaped aronnd tu like so many devils, with horrid langhter, 
■hooting na down like wQd beaata, withont onr being able to 
eioae with them. Hy poor eomrades fell one after the other, 
uid the saTages seeing me alone, all seven rushed upon me, and 
with thur bowB battered me as you witnessed. I oonoealed all 
this before, throogfa a sense of shame ; bat so it really happened, 
and may it serve as a warning to yon all, never to disobey orders 
and sally forth in like careless manner." 

The atory of honest Agoilar had probably seeeived from him 
ft romando ooloring; yet, such instances of nutgnanimity, or 
ratlwr bravado, are aaid to have been oommoo among the war- 
riors ot Apalaohee. They had great eonfidenee in their own 
ooorage, strength, and dexterity, oonudering themselves eqnsl, 
if not superior, to the Spaniards, when eqoally armed, and when 
the latter were sot mounted on th«r horses : at such times they 
WDvld oftsB disdun to avail themseWes of superior nnmbaa. 
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SIOSFTIOir O* THK BPAKUXDfl BY THE KAITVES OT ITAPABA— 
IBEUt JAmiTAL AT IBE rBOTnCE OP OOfA, AKD WHAT BAP- 



LxAviNo this nllAge, the &rmy in two dftja orofioed the frontier 
of Apalaohee, and entered die primnoe of AUpaha.* It wu 
the cuBtom of the goTemor, on entering a nev provinoe, to le«d 
the WAj hinuelf, uid aee every thing with his own eyes, rather 
than trut to the aooonntB of othera. He accordingly choae 
fbrty horse, and serenty, foot, well armed with shields, arquft- 
boMB, and oross-howB, and penetrated the conntry in advance of 
luB army. On the maming of the third day, they came in sight 
of the Tillage of Achese. The Indians had fled to the forests, 
oarrying nith them tlieir wives, children, and eSecta. The 
horsemen, daahing into the village, made six priaooera, two of 
whom were warrion that had remained behind to remove the 
infirm. 

Xhe two warriwa Mine into the preaenoe of the governor, 
with a fearless and lofty demeanor, " What seek yon in onr 
landf" said they, not waiting to be qneationed; "Peace or 

* Hm liTB Atapafaha may dviva Its nama tan Oia mamd jtufiaBi, 
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WW?" De Soto replied through his interpreter, Jnan Ortii, 
" We seek not war with any one, but peace and friendship. We 
are in search of a dutant provinoe, and all we ask is food by the 
road." The warriors instantly offered to snpply the wanfai oi 
the army. They eent two of tbeir oompanions to their oaciqne to 
relate all that they had heard and seen, and charged them to 
warn all the Indians that they shoold meet, that the Spaniards 
came as friends, and were to be reoeiTcd and aided aocordin^j. 
.On the deputore of the three mesaengers, De Soto ordwed Hifi 
-Indiana to he set at liberty, and regaled and treated as friends. 

De Soto, being rejoined by his army, reposed for three dayp 
in this village, and then reanmed his march northeast, ascending 
for ten days along the banks of a river, skirted by groves of 
mnlbeny-trees, and winding through loxuriantly fertile valleys.* 
The naHves were peaceable and domestlo in Uieir habits, and 
never broke the peace which they formed with the Spaniards. 

On the eleventh day they orossed the boondaries of Ata- 
jiaba, and entered the province of Go&,t having, aooording to 
custom, sent messengers in advance with proSera of peace to tltf 
caoiqne. This chieftain, in reply, sent a depatation of two thon- 
sand Indians to De Soto, with a. present of rabbits, partridges, 
maize, and a great number of dogs. The latter were held in 

* Suppoaed hf •ome to be Qie Flint rirsr; Imt Cd. TiAett is emfiilcnt 
that the Tilkga of Apolndtee, vbae tlM army bad wintered, was m As 
DeJ^bcrlKwd of tlu madem town of Tnllahueee, and that, oouaequentlj, die 
Spamarda nerer touAsd the Fbit Hver. 

f We bave Mknrod flia Pnti^DtM ITanatlTe liere. ai ilie Inea'i k mi- 
dcnt^inanorininaldiisflNSpaiiianlaeDteTUwpninnee of Adntlaqne (thf 
counby of Ibe Cberokeea) at so earlj a penod. Thii tribe dwelt modi 
further to tliB nordiward on the aUrts ot the A.palAduio Momtaln*, (iu] w«i 
' d by the Bpuuaids until a mraith attwwaida. Hm Portafpieae hi* 
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h^ «etMii by ^ Spaniards ; for, aext to thsir wuit of nit, 
tlw greatest cmIm of nifferuig was the soareity of meat. 6atn« 
VMT abundant, asd tmjAj fnnushed the natiTM with food, for 
Hxy were very skiifal in the nse of the bow and amnr, and nrj 
ozpert in making all kinds of traps. The Spaniarda, howOTvr* 
bsing eonstaatly on the mareb, had no time fi>r banting ; and, 
Koreover, dared not to leave their ranks for fear of fallit^ into 
' HUM ambosh of the enemy. 

The oaoiqne of Gofk neeired the 9paniarda with a geserona 
mleome, giying np bis own mansion to the goremor, and pro- 
fi^i^ qnarters to the army. The prorinos o-nt wbaA be mled 
was very fertile, plentiful, and populoiu. The natives word 
pnoefbl and domestio in their habits, and extremely aflable. 
Tliey treated these strangers with much kindness, and detained 
them fire days with their hospitality. 

The Adolantado had brought with him, thna &r, a piece of 
ordnance, bat finding it exceedingly borthensome and of Uttie 
nse, he determined to leave it with the caciqoa That the 
natives might have some idea of its nse, he ordered it to Iw 
loaded, and pointed at a huge oak withont the village. In two 
■hots, the tree was laid prostrate, to the infinite amaiement of 
tbe oaoiqae and his snbjeots. 

De Soto told them he left this wonderful maabine,'as a re- 
ward fbr their friendship and kind hospitality ; to be taken oare 
at nntil be should retnm or send for it The oaoiqne and his 
warriors wore deeply impreaaed with this mark of eonfidenoe, 
and promised that it shonld be guarded with vi^lant eare. 

On the sixth day the army resumed their march in quest of 
the adjoining province of Cofoqui, whose owique was an elder 
biothw (tf Co&'s, and was mnoh more opulent and powcvfoL 
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OtA u>d tut wmion eMorted the urn; dnriig one dKj'a mueli, 
Mid voold have OMtinaed to the frontier, bat ti» goremor 
woold not give kis usent The OMdqns, hftring taken an aSSeo- 
tionate lean of the Spuiurdfl, ordered his ptople to MounpMi; 
the strvngen, snd do all in their power to Berre thaa. At the 
nne time, he dtreoted a ohief to go before, and warn his brother 
Oo&qni of the approach of the Spaniards, and beaeenh hua to 
reoeiTe them kisdlj. The Adelantado eontinned his mandi 
throngk a ]deaiant and InxnriaiLt ooojitr;, ferttUsed bj man; 
riTers, and inhabited Ij a more docile and gentle raoe than any 
he had yttt seen. At the end of six days ho bid adiea to the 
tarritorj of Oofk.* 
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CHAPTER m 

ftECEFTION OP THE AKlfT ST THE CACIQCZ.— PBXPASATIOIIB VOX 
rEHETRATINO TO THE PSOYIKCX OT OOr^GHlQIfl. 



The mament ths oaoiqne Oo&qoi reoMTed the measa^ of hit 
Ivotiier, ke dupatehed finir ohiefuini, with & tnin of IndUiu, 
to weloome the Spaaimida to hia diuniiiioiu. 

This mesBftge diffused joy throngfaont the whole umj. Tboy 
nuTohed eheerily fbtwud, and soon came to the oonflnes of 
Oohqtd, where the; dismisMd the Indians of Oob. When the 
otciqae knew by his soonta that the Ohtistianfl were near, h« 
went oat to recede them with a retinno of warrion, riohlj deoc 
rated, with bows and urowa in their hands, tall planus npoB 
thfir heads, and over their shoolders rich oiantlea of oiartia 
skin, finel; dressed. Many kind words were exehuged, tha 
Indians and SpaniardB onjrospioioasly mingled together, and en- 
t«ed the village with joyons shoats. The oaciijae oondooted 
the goretaor to his own hoose, and retized himsdf to « nei^ 
boring hamlet. 

Early Ute next morning the oaoiqne came to risit De Soto. 
He freely impart«d every information respooting his own terri- 
tory, and spoke of a plentiful and popoloos provinoe, oalled 
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Com, whioh lay to tlie northvest' As to the proTinoe of Co&- 
ckiqni, he said that it Uj cootigaooB to his dominionB, but that 
a vast wildemeas of seren days' journey interyeued.t Should 
the goTomor, however, persut in Beddug it, he offered to aeoA 
« band of hie waniotfl to aooompany him, and promised to fur- 
nish him with all necessary supplies for the journey. De Soto 
had fixed his mind too intently on Cofaohiqni to be diverted 
from his course, and signified his intention of oontintting on, 
Soouts were accordingly sent out in every direction, to assemble 
the Indians, and in four days the village was thronged with 
them. Four thousand warriors were to esoort and guide the 
Spaniards, and fbur thousand retunere to cany their snppliee 
«nd olotiui^. The ehief utides (^ provisions w«r« main^ 
' dried (Jums, grapes, walnuts, and acorns ; for the Indians had 
no domestic animals, and depended fbr flesh upon the prodnoe 
of the ohaw. 

The Spaniards, seeing themselves sarrouuded by such a mnl- 
titude of Indians, although they wvre assembled fi}r their ser- 
vioe, kq>t ft TigiWtt and unremitting watdi by day and bj 
night, lest, under the guise of friendship, they should attempt 
theb destmotion. But it soon appeared that these troops wero 
destined for warbro in another quarter. A few days before 
the time appdnted for the departure of the Spaniards, the gene- 
ral and his officers being in the public square, the cacique 
orderud Mb ohief warrior to be called. " Ton well know," said 
he to him, " that a perpetual enmity and war&re has existed be- 
tween our frthers and the Indians of Co&chiquL That bitter 
hatred, yon are aware, has not abated one jot ; the deep wrongs, 
the notorious iiynrieB we have suffered from that vile tribe still 
*P«rtopinaBeUti(«i,&14. f G«dlam da la Teg^ iH c i. 
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nnkle in our hearts, onreTenged I Tb« jireaent opportani^ 
amsi not be lost I 

Too, the leader of my wriora, miut aooompao^r this chief 
and his braves, under their proteotion to wreah vengeanee on onr 
enemies I I need My no more to yoo, I leavfl onr oaase and our 
haaa in yonr hands I" 
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Tbk Indiia leader, wbove wune wu Patob, wu of % gneetal 
fonn and rtrikiiig featnraa. Hu ezpmdoa vib hftn^^ and 
noblfl, promuing danntleai oonxage tat war, and gentWeu and 
Idndnew in peace. His whde demeanor ihowed Uuit the oaoiqae 
had sot unwuely bestoved hia tmit He rose, and throwing 
aside his mantle of akin, aeiaed a broatUword made of palmwood, 
vhioh a aerrant carried behind him, as a badge of his rank 
He cut and throst with it, as skilfully as a master of fenoe, mnoh 
to the admiration of the Spaniards. After going throng^ many 
st n g nlar erolstiona, he stopped suddenly befine the oaoiqne and 
made a profbnnd rererenoe. " I pledge my word," sud he, " to 
fulfil yonr oommands as far as la mj power ; and I promise, 
by the &Tor of the Btrugen, to rerenge the insnlts, the deaths, 
and the loMea, our fathers have snatained from the natives of 
Oo&oliiqni. My Teugeaaoe ah^ be tnch, that the memory of 
past erils shall be wiped away for ever. Hy daring to reappear 
in your preseoDe, will be a token that your commands hare been 
ezeented. For, should the fates deny my hopes, never agun 
ahall yoQ behold me, nerer again ahall the snn shine upon me I 
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If the enemy deny me AeuXL, my own liuid will find the losd I 
I will infiict upon myself the pnniRhment my oowudios or evil 
fortune will merit I" 

Th« oeoiqne Co&qni roM utd embnwed him. " I oonaider," 
npUed h^ " what you ImTS promised u oertun as thmgli it 
were already aoeompliahed, therefore reward yon, as fbr serrioeB 
already rendered." Saying this, he took from his shoulders a 
mantle of beaatiful martin skins, and plaoad it with his own 
hand upon the shoulders of Pato&. A present of a mantle or 
plnme, or any other artiide of dress, was ednaidered by the n^ 
tires of this eountry as the greatest honor their chief eould oonr 
- fbr upon them, more espeeially when presented in person." 

A singular erent hiq^iened the night before tiie departure of 
the army. One of the two boys taken prisoner in the prorinee 
of Apalaohee had guided them thus fa. The other, whom they 
uamed Pedro, wis to eondnot Aem thenoe to the dominions <^ 
Gofaohiqui, where they expected to find gold, silver, and preoions 
stones. . About the mid watoh, tiiis youth woke the soldiery with 
his sereams (tf murder, and calls fbr help. The alarm spread 
tiiron^ont the encampment ; they dreaded some treachery of 
the Indiana; the tmmpeta sounded to arms ; all was tumult; 
they buckled on their armor, seised their weapons, and prepared 
Cor action. When it was disoorered that no enemy was at hand, 
an inquiry was made whence the alarm had proceeded. They 
found the Indian boy Fedro half dead, trembling with fear and 
terror, and foaming at the month like a maniac. When they 
asked him why he had called for help with Eooh strange outcries, 
he Bud that a demon, with a huge Tiaage, accompanied by fright- 
ful imps, bad sftpeared, and forbidden him, under pain of death, 
* QacdUM de la Tagis L. in. & 6. 
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to guide the Sptniuds to th« Und he hsd i^omised ; &t tiie 
same tune thej h*d drafted him out of bin hat sod bcftt hiM, 
nntil he ma so hmifled and weakened that he oonld Dot move. 
He added, that the desMO, seeing the Chriatiana approw))^ had 
mtiahed with all hia imps — he hnew from this) that the devils 
foared the Ghristiaiis, and b^ged they wonld baptiie him im- 
uediately, leet the demon sho>iild return and kill him- 

The Spaiuards wrae perplexed by this story, which seemed to 
be oorroborated by the QsntuHions and swellings on the itof* bee 
and body. The priests, being oaDed in, baptised hian, and t^ 
muned with him during this night and the following day, to 
ooofirm him in the futh.* As the boy proved to be an elaborate 
liar on Tarioas ocoasions, the foregtung tale may be oonridered a 
marvel of his own invention. The oaoiqne aooompanied the army 
two leagoes on their march, whan, charging Patolk anew fiithfoHy 
to serve the Spaniards, he took an aSeetionate leave and retomed 
to his home. 

* Hm Potngneae DHntc? aaja Qie Qoapel wu nad over bim and be re- 
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The Spuiuda numbed l^ tbemselroB, formed into BqnMlKns, 
with » Tia and T«M-gnud. Patofa uid liu fonr tbonund mr- 
riors msrohed in like order, witk the Indiani who oarHed die 
ptOTiaioni in the centre ; for the natives BOUf^t eagerly to rival 
the iriiite men in every tMng relating to the art of wu. 

B; ni^t, likewiae, they lodged separately, and as Boon aa the 
Ltdiana who carried the rappUes had delivered op the provinons 
to the Spaniards, they vent away and slept with their oompanions. 
Both armies posted their sentinels, and they watched each other, 
aa though they were enemies. The Spaniards were partieolarly 
Tigilaiit ; fcr, seeing the order and regnlarity observed by the 
Infldels, they mistrusted theu. The latter, however, were en- 
tirely free from any evil designs, and rather manijested a desire 
to please the strangen in every thing. The stationing of sentiseb 
and other camp forms observed by them, were more to prove 
themselves men aocnatemed to wai^ than throng any doabts of 
the Spaniards. These preoaations they observed the whole time 
they were together; !nw Mooad ni^ of their nanli, they at^ 
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&t the oommeiieenienl of ui extensive aniiilutlnted tnet Ijing be- 
tween tho prorinoes of Gofkqni and GofiuhiqaL 

The oonntrj upon which they now entered, thon^ deserted, 
wu pleasant, diTerstfied with euy hills, open for&ts, mud frequent 



On the foorth day aa Indian deserted, and made off in the 
direction of his home. Pato& immediately sent fimr young war- 
riors in poTsnit of him, with orders to bring him back manacled. 
They set off with the swiftness of deer, and aoon returned, bring- 
ing him prisoner. Fatofa ordered him to be led to the banks of 
a small stream that flowed thron|^ the encampment Here he 
was stripped, ^nd commanded to throw himself upon the gronnd 
and drink the streamlet dry. The peer enlprit drank until he 
could no more, but the moment he raised his head from the 
stream, five Indians who were posted over him, with olnbs in 
their hands, belabored him omelly until he resumed his taj^ 
Some of his comrades hastened to the governor, and implored 
him to intooede with Patob, or the poor wretoh would be com- 
pelled to drink until he died. The intercessions of the goremor 
were effectual ; the prisoner was relessed, but was half dead with 
the quantity t^ water he had been forced to swallow. 

In the course of their march throu^ this unpet^led traet of 
oountry, they oame to two rivers, a oroes-bow ihot broad, and so 
deep and rapid, that the in&ntry could not maintMU tbdr foot- 
ing. They made, therefore, a kind of dam by plaoing their horses 
■ids by side across tiie stream, to break its fury, until the foot- 
soldiers and Indians had forded ii 

About noon on the seventh day, their march was arrested, 
and the whole army tiirown into confnaion by the sudden termt- 
na.ti9n of the broad road which they had followed thus &r. They 
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poHoed niMiy nuTOw winding paths loading into denae and 
tanj^ed foraata. TheM aft^ being fcUowed for a short distaaw 
would Ukewiae entirely disap|>mr. 

Their Indian allies were here qalte aa mnoh at loss, not one 
of tJiem being able to point out the proper path. Be Soto then 
oidered Patofk into his preaenoe. "Why," laid he to him, 
" hare 70a nnder the mask of friendship led ns into this wilder- 
ness, wkenoe we eaa disoorer so waj of eztrioating owaelTee 1 
I will nerer beliere, that among ei^t tbonsand Indians there is 
not one to bo finmd oapaUe of diowing na ths waj to CofaohiqnL 
It ia not at all likely that yon, who bare muntained perpetual 
war with that tribe, shonld know nothing of the pablio road and 
saeret paths leading from one Tillage to another." 

Fatofa repUod that neitiier he nor any of his followers had 
erer been in this place before. " The wars," sud be, *' which 
have been waged between these two proTinoes, have not been 
carried on by pitched battles, nor inTaaims of either party ; bat 
by skirmishea between small bands, who resort to the itreama 
and rirers we have oroesed, to fish ; and also by oombats between 
hunting parties ; as the wilderness we hare traversed ia the com* 
mon houting-gronnd of both nations. The natives of Cofaohiqui 
are more powerful and liave always worsted us in fight ; our peo- 
l4e, therefore, were dispirited and dared not to pass over thdr 
own frontiers. Do you suspeot that I have led your army into 
these deserts to perish t If so, take what hostages you please. 
If my head will suffioe, take it — if not, yon may behead every In- 
dian, as they will ob^ my mandate even to the death."* 

The frank and feeling manner in which these words were de- 
livered, oonvinoed the governor of Fato&'a tmth and tnistwor- 
* QsKilMO do la Vtga, IAl iiL a fl, 
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tluBMS. He titen oaUed to lum Pedro, t&I.Indun boy wbo had 
gnided them thai &r, with such » perfect knowledge of the ooiw 
try, that, the erening prerioos, he hid pointed out azaetly wliere 
they wosld find the toad on the foUowing monting. De Soto 
threatened to thnnr him to the dogs for thns deeeiTing him. 
The boy, h owere r , appeared to be really bewildered, and Beemed 
to hare suddenly loet aO his Ibnnor sagacity ; he said it was fnir 
<a fire yaam sinee he had travdled thronj^ the wildenraas, and 
he oonld not now tell where they were. 

Tliey reeiuned ihdr marofa, wandering thnnigh the ^adet 
and op^ngs of the forest, and at sunset wne arrested by a, 
wide, deep, and unfordaUe riTer. Thia aight filled them with 
dismay. They had neither nils nor eanoea vilJi iriudi to erase 
the stream, nor food to keep them alive iriiile these were bsing 
constmeted. Theb pnmsionH were oonsumed, as ihsy had only 
bmnght ra^^ilies for the seven days, which it had been oompnted 
they would take to tramse the deaert The road lost, without 
a guide, without food, before them a deep impassable river, ' 
bdiind them an uainhaUted wildemesB, and on each ude a 
traeUeaa forest! Ibeir ntuation ww indeed dreary and dii- 
heartening. 
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FAKTIE8 DISPATCHED IN DIFFERZNT DIRECTIONS TO BEEX SOMS 
OUTLET TO THlfl WILDEKNESS — SUPTEKINGS OF THE *EMir FOR 

WANT OF FOOD— SUCCESS OF JUAN DE aiIabco'b exfeditiok. 
IMO. 

The goremor left the anaj encwnped in a grore of pine-trees, 
and, taking a gaid« and a detachment of horse and foot, atroolc 
into the depths <^ the forest. He retnmed late in the evening, 
greatly perplexed and tivnbled, haTing penetrated Ave or six 
leagues into the wildemess withoat discoTcring anj signs that tlie 
oonntry was inhaUted. 

Early the follOTring momiDg he called a council of his offieert 
to consider the critical sitnation of the snny, and decide whether 
they shoold turn fn another direotion, or retrace their steps. 
Their supplies of maize were exhaosted ; both horse and rider 
were way-woni, dispirited and enfeebled fbr want of food, and it 
was extremely doubtM whether they wonld be able to reach a 
plaee c^ refreshment ; moreorer, tbe Indians, taking advantage 
of tlieir weakened condition, night assail them, so that their 
retnm would probably be In the face of both war and &mine. It 
was resolved, therefore, not to move their enoampment nntil 
seme road or ontlet from this wildemess should be discovered. 
The governor then dispatched partiea of trix^ters in every direc- 
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tion to §eek for Bome habiUtion. These returned at ni^lftll, 
aome leading their wearied bones hy the bridle, otlieiB driving 
them before them, having diMOvered ndther road nor human 
dwelling.* De Soto then ordered ftmr bands of horse and two 
of fool to start, two up the coarse of the river, and two down it ; 
OBe party keeping along the hank, and the other a league inland, 
in hopei that one or the other would find a road or an infaabitetl 
place. He directed each of the captains to retom in five 
days. 

Captain Joan de Afiasoo, who commanded one of the detach- 
ments, was Bcoompanied b; Fatofa, who was unwilling to remain 
in the camp, and the Indian hoj, Pedro, who, abashed at having 
lost the road, tiionght that by going on this expedition he might 
saooeed in redeeming his ohancter. With each company of 
Spaniards went a thousand Indian warriors, who scattered them- 
selves about the forests to seek for a road. 

The governor remained on the bank of the river waiting 
thMr retnm, where he and Ms people suffered great distress for 
want of food ; having little to eat excepting the tendrils of wild 
vines, which they found in the woods. The four thousand In- 
dia-u who remained with him sallied out every monung, and 
retomed at night, some with herbs and roots that were eatable, 
others with fish ; and others, again, with birds and small wt'")*^!" 
killed with their bows and arrows. All of these they brought to 
the a^j ; and althonj^ they were exhausted, and almost Aun- 
isbed themselves, yet such was their fidelity and respect that 
they tasted nothing until they had first presented what they 
had to the Spaniards, The hardy soldiers were tonohed by this 
generosity of spirit, and ga^e the Indians the greater part of the 
• rwtapwu NaiTstiTe, c. 14. 
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food Huj htoof^t. TheM itqipliei, howerer, were fay bo mouu 
aifioient for tii« rabsutenoe tf moh a mnltitade. 

Daring three daya the umy niffered utnme priTfttioni. 
The goremor, flndiag they oooM no longer endare this exeew rf 
hunger, ordered some of the hogi which they had hron^t with 
them for the breed to be killed, and half a ponnd of meat waa 
pwttoned o«t to each Spaniard ; whioh, howerer, rather served to 
aoguent than to allay the hongor of half-fomisbod mea Not- 
withitaadiDg their pressing (rants, they generooaly divided their 
pttanee with the poor savages, whose neoeaaities were equally 
great 

De Soto fared eqoally with his men in every respeot ; and 
tboni^ troubled and anxiona for the fote of his great expedition, 
he wore a sonny oonntenanee-to cheer np his followers. These 
diivaltotu spirits appreciated his eare and kindness, and, to 
solaee him, they ooaoealed their infierings, assomed an ur of 
eontentedneas, and appeared u hi^py as though they were revel* 
lin jf in abnndanoe. 

In Hie mean time, the four captains who went in search of ft 
road, anffered no less from hanger than the goremor and his 
army. Joan de ABaseo, having travelled three days along t&e 
river, came to a small village seated on its banks.* Here he 
fonnd few natives, bnt a great aapply of food ; in one honse 
alone were deposited five hundred measures of meal, formed 
from toasted maiie, beside much more in grain. The joy of 
both Indians and Spaniards can easily be imagined. After 
having searched the houses, they asoended into the highest, 
from which they could see that farther on the ooontry was 

" The PortagaeM narrator wyi the Inditiu called tliii hamlet Atuu^* 
a&dtheSpuittd*gaTeittheiuiiie«rtlM - TiUiga of Qood Reli«C 
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■todded wiA nllagea and hamlete, vitk extenuve omi-fieldB on 
ereiy aide. They ben quelled the cnvings of hnnger. After 
nidni^l they di^Mtefaed four honemen to the gavemorwith 
tidingB of their anooeu. Thay took with them mtny Mrs of 
oom, uid seranl horaB of the baffido or \aaan. The ii^t of 
tbe latter perploxod t&e Bptiuards, who oonjeotored them to be 
the honiB of tune cattle. Several times in the eonne of their 
expedition they had found fresh beef, and had importttsed the 
IbidiauA to tell tfaem where they kept tbeir herda. They 
oonld never get any ntialkotory infomation from them on 
the snbjeet, and Bnpposed that they pnrpoeely concealed the 
truth. 

Pato& and hia Indiana thia night stole stealthily ont of the 
oamp, BO aa not to alarm the Spanioda, and aaoked and pillaged 
the tempU; They massaored every Indian they fiiond within 
and in the pnrliena of the village, apuing neither sex nor age, 
and taking their aoalpa aa trophiea, to ahow their caciqne, Gofa- 
qni ; for It was afterwarda disoovered tltat thia village was in the 
long-wiahed-for provinoo of Oo&ehiqni 

On the following day, at noon, ABaaco set forward to meet 
the governor, not daring to await his arrival in the village, fear- 
ing a general aaaanlt from tlie nativea, in revenge of the maBsacia 
ofFatob, 
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hgfc Hen the gftwmaot eonolnded to hmlt jbr aame d&ys, ^t 
liu men migfat recruit their Btraogth, uid likewiH to snit the 
■rrivil of the three other oi^ttung, iriio hftd been sent in quest ol 
a roed. 

Theae three cqitune hed the good fortune to And the letter 
of their oomnwles, Mid, with their different detftchmenta, joined 
the main bod; in the oonrse of four dajv, alnoBt ftmiahed; 
haring, daring theee eight days' abaenee, had nothing to eat bat 
a scant aapplj of roots and herbe. 

De Soto Ktjonmed in this frontier TiHage of the prorinoe of 
Gofhohiqni seven days ; during which time Patofa and his war- 
riors were not idle, but, sallying forth stoalthily, ravaged the 
oountry for leagnes round about, slaying and Bcalping man, 
woman, and child, sacking and pillaging villages and hamlets, 
temples and sqnilohrea, and refnuoing only from set^Bg fire to 
them, through iear that the fiamea might betray their doings to 
the Spaniards. 

When De Soto heard of this cruel ravage, he made all haste 
to get rid of his Moody allies. Sending for Pato&, he thanked 
him for his friendly conduct and valuable eaoort; and giving 
him presents of knives, trinkets, and dothing, for himself and his 
cacique, dismissed him and his followers. 

The savage warrior set off on his return, well pleased niih 
the presents, but still more gratified at having fulfilled the vow 
of vengeanee made to his chieftain. 

Two days after the departure of Pato&, the Spaniard re- 
suated tbrnr march along the hanks at the river. They met 
with no living thii^ but with dismal pro<A of the dreadful 
eamage Pata& had oemmitted. All along, the way was atrowa 
with Boalpless corses. The natives had fled into the interior of 
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tiie oonntry, lekviiig a plentifiil supply nt proTisioiu in the 
TiUanea. 

On the ftftemoon of the third daj, the *nnj hmlted in ■ 
Terdftnt region, covered with nmlberry and other frait-treea, 
Uden with frnit. The governor ma UBwilling to advBiioe nnUl 
he learnt what proyinoe he was in. He ordered Joan de 
Afiaaoo, therefore, with thirty foot-Boldieni, to poMiie tdw road 
they had thoa hi followed, and endeavor to capture eome 
Indians, from whom they might obtain information, and who 
might Berre as gnides. To encourage the doughty Anasoo, he 
told him he sent hira in preferenee to any other, because he was 
always anoeessfuL 

ASasoo and hie thirty oomradefi left the camp on foot, before 
night&lL They marched along in profound silence, with the 
aoisoless paoe and watehfnl eye of a marauding party. Aa thej 
advanoed the road grew wider. They proceeded nearly two 
leagues without seeing a living thing, when on the still ni^t 
breeie was borne a low, mnnnnring sound, like the near hum of 
a village. As they moved breathlessly forward, the sounds 
grow more distinct ; at length they eme^ed from the thiokela 
which had obstructed their view, and saw lights, and heard the 
harking of dt^, the criea of children, and the voioes of men and 
women. Certain that a village was near at hand, they mshed 
forward to seise some Indians, secretly, in tiie suburbs, each 
striving to be flnt, to have the honor of being the nu>tt diligmi 
They were, however, decmved in their hopes, for the river iriiieh 
they had followod flowed between them and the village. They 
halted k long while on the bank, at what appeared to be a 
landing-place for oanoee, and having supped, and reposed until 
two o'ebek at nif^t. tiiey set off for the eamp, where they arrived 
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ft tittle before daylceak, and leUted to the gortfoor wkal thej 
had seen and heard. 

When the day dawned, De Soto wt out witli ft hundred 
infautiy, and a hnndred hone, to reooniuiitie the village; 
Airired on the oppoaite bank, Juan Orti>, and Pedro, th« 
Indian bojr, ahonted to the natives to oome over, and receive ft 
meuage for their eaoiqae. 

The Indiana, terrified at the Btiaoge sight of the Bpaniarda 
and their horaes, nut back to the vill^e to spread the news. In 
ft little while ft large oanoe was lannohed, and came directly 
aoroaa the river, managed b; several rowera. Six In^ana, of 
noUe appearanoe, all abont forty or fifty yous of age, landed 
from it 

The governor, peroeiving they were perKine of conseqnenee^ 
rmeived them with mnch oeremony, seated in a kind of ohur of 
atate, which he always oarried witli him for oeoaaions of the kind. 
Ab they advanced they made three profbnnd reverences, one to 
the ann, with their faoes to the eastward, the second to the moon, 
turning to the weat, the third to the governor. They then made 
him the naual demand, "whether he came for peace or wail" 
He replied, Peace ; and * free paaaage thnmgh thw lands. He 
moreover reqoeated provisiona for his people, and BSBistaaoe with 
canoes or ntfU in paaaing the river. 

The Indians replied that there sapplies were small, the oooA- 
try having been ravaged 1^ pestilenoe in the preceding year, so 
that moat of the people had abandoned their honaeii and villages, 
and taken refuge in the woods, n^leoting to sow their com. 
They added that they were governed by a young female, jnat 9f 
marriageable age, who had recently inherited the sway. They 
wonld return and repeat to ber the circnnutftneas of their in(e^ 
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view, mud nude no doubt, from her diaoreet and generoiu iMtaro, 
■he would do ever; thiog in her power to serre the gtrtngera. 
With these woida they deputed. 

They hmd not long returned to the Tillage when the Spaniards 
perceired moirementfl of preparation, and observed a kind of litter 
borne by four men to the water's side. From this alighted the 
female eaeiqae, and entered a highly decorated canoe. A kind 
of afinalic prooesuon wu then formed ; a grand cano^ oontuoing 
the six ambaaaadors, and paddled by a large number of Indiana, 
led the Tan, towing after it the state bark of the prineeas, wbo re- 
clined on cnshiona in the stern, under a canopy supported by a 
lance. She was accompanied by eight female attendants. A. 
number of canoes filled with warriors closed the proceBaion.* 

The young princesB stepped on shore, and as she approached 
the Spaniards, they were qtmck with her appearance. She was 
finely formed, with grent beauty of countenance, and native grace 
and dignity. Having made her obeisance to the governor, she 
took her seat on a kind of atool placed by her attendants, and en- 
tered into oonTersation with him, all her subjects preserving a 
most respectful silence. 

Her conrersation confirmed what had been said by the am- 
bassadors. The province had been ravaged by pestilence during 
the preceding year, and proTisions were very scanty. She offered, 
howBTer, to share with the strangers a quantity of muse colleotr 
ed for the relief of her Tillage, and to pat them in the way of got- 



* The aottnnit of (Us prineeM and her territory, k t*li«o both frcu the 
gpaniih and Portugaese accomit. The fonoer is bj fiir the most ample aod 
drenmirtantial ; thou^ evidentlj indining to migtuTjr tlie importance of (he 
prineesi and her dominiuu. Kedma lajs tbit queai, Jutead of aemiag ber- 
■eU; Mot coe irf ha nieoea 
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ting nhuImp suppties from other villagei. She proffered, likewise, 
her omi hooie for the wcommod&tioti of the go^eraor, «ad half of 
the Tillage for that of his offieen and priaeipal soldiers ; and pro> 
mised that wigiramH of bark and braiioheB should be put op for 
tiie rest She added, that rafts and canoea should be provided 
fat the army to worn the rirer on the following day. He Soto 
wit orerpowered bj the generouty of the princess, and endeavor- 
ed, in the best manner, to express his sense of her kind and hos- 
pitabls offers, assuring her of the constant friendship of his sore- 
reign and Mmself. The cavaliers, too, listened with admiring 
attention to her disoonrse, and to the answers she gave to rarions 
injuries oonoeming her province ; leaving them as mnch charm- 
ed with her intelligence and judgment as they had been with her 
beauty, and wondering to find such dignity and grace, and true 
poUtenesB, in a savage brought up in a wilderness. 

While the prinoesa of Go&ehiqui was mnversing with the 
governor, she was slowly disengaging a string of large pearls, 
whi^ pMsed three times round her neck, and descended to her 
mist The oonferenoe ended, she told Juan Ortii, the inteiv 
preter, to present the necklace to the general. Ortii replied, that 
the gift wonld be more valuable if presented with her own hand ; 
but she scrupled to do it, through a dread of infrin^ng the pro- 
priety which females should always maintain. When Be Soto 
WW apprised of her scraples, he directed Ortli to tell her, that 
he wonld more highly prise the favor of receiving the gift &om 
her own hand, than he wonld value the jewel itself and that she 
would eomnut no bread) of deooram, as they were persons un- 
known to each other, treating of peace and unity. 

This being interpreted to her, she rose, and placed (be string 
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of pesrii about the neok of De Soto ;* he likewiie Btood np ; and, 
taking firam hu finger a ring of gold, iet with a mhj, presented 
it to her, as a token of peace and friendahip. She received it 
Tery reapeotfnllj and placed it on one of her fingers. This oere- 
moity ended, she returned to her village, leaving the Spaniards 
mnoh Btrock irith her native talent, and personal beaaty.f 

• PortogyBH VinBtive, c. It, CtanOuo d« U. Tega, L. in. c, 11. Biedma, 
in Bwmeil de FS*om ntr La Fkaide^ par H. Tanux-CcaipMM. 

UMired the Spaidardi that their jBiniiiM via but two daj^ Jonrtwy from tba 
•M-ooMt; but tohMqiitnt drcanNtMMM gava reaMU to belkva, ettlNr that 
>t te itwl( V mw amnaanlr rcndKed by. the fat- 
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ssb ajuct qda&nekkd in the village op tbk toung paracess 

aKamoo dispatched aftek a cxktain uob widow — bomk 
aooouxt op 1se touno waeu(» st wmx be was quisbd. 

On the felknriiig Amj, the IndUns bavbg ooDBtrocted luge nfta, 
and Iffon^t a namber of canoes, the army crossed the river. 
The pas8Bg«wu not, however, effected withont accident. Several 
of tiie horses, nrged hj their riders into the stream, were carried 
down the current, amid qnicksandB and whirlpools, and fonr of 
them w«re drowned. Their loss was as much lamented hy the 
Bpuiiards, as though they bad been brothers in arms. 

When the army bad all crossed, they were lodged puily in 
wigwams, under the shade of loxuriant mnlberry-trees, with 
which the province abounded. Around the village were scatter- 
ed many forsaken wigwams ; the rank grass growing within, as 
if the; had long been nnteuanted. A token that the pestiienoe 
hsd, indeed, passed over them. 

The province of CofikchiquI, as well as the neighboring prov- 
inces of Cofaqni and Cola, are represented as being extremely 
popnlons and fertile. The natives were of a tawny complexion j 
well formed ; frank, gentle, and sincere in their dispositions, and 
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lew mrlilca thui any of tin tribes among wliiah the Bpaniardfl 
had aojoonied. 

The; had their wars, however, with their neighbors, and had 
man; captiTea aoumg them, whom the; emplo;ed ia onltiTating 
the fields and other servile labor. To preveat their esc^»e and 
Totnm to their own tribes, the; were maimed b; having tbe 
MTVes of Hm leg out above the heel or the instep. 

In the ooorse of his varions inquiries abont the a&irs of the 
provinoe, De Soto learnt that the mother of the princess was 
still living a widow, at a retired plaoe, about twelve leagues 
down the river. He felt a stro^ desire to see her, wishing 
thOTOi^bl; to seooie the friendship of the people of this prov- 
jnoeL Hu desire was prohabl; qniokened b; learaing that the 
qneensnother had in her possession a large qnantit; of pearls. 

On making known his wishes to the prinoess, she immediate!; 
dispatched twelve of her prinoipal suhjecte to her mother to 
entreat her to eome and behold these wonderful people, and the 
strange animahi the; had brought with them. 

The queen-mother, however, refused to aeeompan; the mes- 
sengers, and expressed herself scandalised at what she termed 
the levit; of her dai^hter, in so readil; showing herself to 
strangers whom she had never before seen. She rebuked the 
envo;B for having permitted each a departure from her proper 
dignit; ; and manifested in various wa;s the chagrin which pru- 
dish dowagers are somewhat prone to indulge in like cases. 

The governor hearing of this, called to him the stout Juan de 
AAaBco, who was the ver; man for undertakings of the kind, 
and ordered him to take thirt; companions and depart for the 
retreat of this oo; widow ; and b; fair and gentle means prevail 
upon her to oome to the encampment. 
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Joan de Atluoo and bis oomndeH set off at onM on foot, 
althongti the morning was already aomewhat advanoed. Thejr 
vere gaided b; a yonthfbl warrior, whtaa the princnn bad 
granted them for the pnrpoBO. This youth was a near relative 
to the widow, and had been reared by her ; and, being kind and 
noble in hia nature, wu aa dear to her aa though he were her 
own son. For tbia reason her dan^ter had ohoaen him to 
aeoompany the Spaniards ; and had instmoted him to go in 
adTsnee of them when they approaehed the reaidenoe of her 
mother, to secore for them a favoraUe reception. 

He showed indeed, in oonotenanoe and b«aiing, bia gvnerona 
blood. He was ahont twenty-one years of age, with handsome 
features, and a Tigorons and graoeful form. Hia head was ^eoo- 
rated with lofty plumes of difiereot colored feathers, he wore a 
ntande of dreaaed deerskin ; in his band he bore a beautiful bow, 
so bigUy Tamiahed as to appear aa if finely enamelled ; and at 
his ahonlder hung a quirer fait of arrows. With a light and 
elastic step, and an animated and gallant ur, his whole appear- 
anoe was that of an ambassador, worthy of the young and bean- 
tifol prineees irttom he seired. 
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THE XELANCHOLT FATE OF TBE TOmtS INIIUII OVOiS — aSaBCO 
lUXEfl ANOTHER ATTEXFT TO OAFTUSE THK OLD P&IKCXSS. 



Juan dk AKasoo uid his comrsdea liaving proceeded nearly 
tiiree leagnea, fltopped to malce their mid-dkj meal, and take their 
repose beneath the shade of oome iride-ppreading trees, as the 
heat was oppreisiTe. The Indian goide had proved a obeorfnl 
and joyous companion, enterbuning them all the way with aih 
oonnta of the snTroniiding oonntry and the adjaoent prorinoes. 
On a andden, after thej had halted, he became moodj and 
diOBghtfol, and, leaning his cheek' upon his hand, fell into a 
reverie, ottering repeated and deep-drawn si^is. The Spaniards 
notioed his dejeotion, but, fearing to increase it, forbore to 
demand the cause. 

After a time he qnietl; took off hia qniver, and placing it 
before him, drew ont the arrows sloirij, one by one. They wera 
admirable for the skill and elegance with which they were 
formed. Their shafts wore reeds. Some were tipped with 
bnok'B-hom, wrought with four comers, like a diamond ; some 
were pointed with the bones of fishes, cnrionsly fashioned ; others 
with barbs of the palm, and other hard woods j and some were 
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three-pronged. Thej vera fathered in & triaiigalu muiner, to 
render their flight of greater soonnoy. 

The SpaniBtds coold not sofGcientlf admire their beftnty ; they 
took them up, uid passed them from hand to hand, ezamining 
uid praiEing their workmaDship and extolling the skill of their 
owner. The y ontidnl Indian eontinned thonghtfhlly emptying 
his qoirer, until, almost at the last, he drew forth an arrow with 
a point of flint, long and Bharp, and shaped like a dagger ; then, 
casting roond a glance, and seeing the Spaniards engaged in ad- 
miring his darts, he suddenly plunged the weapon in his throat, 
and fell dead upon the spot 

Shocked at the cironmstanoe, and griered at not having been 
able to prercnt it, the Spaniards oalled to their Indian attendants, 
and demanded the ressoa of this melancholy act, in one who had 
jDBt before been so joyona. 

The Indiana broke into lond lamentations over the corpse ; for 
the yonth was tenderly beloved by them, and they knew the grief 
his untimely fete wonld oanse to both of their prinoeases. They 
eoold only aecoont fi>r bis self-destntctlon by snppoiung him 
perplexed and afflicted about his embassy. He knew that his 
errand would be disagreeable to the mother, and apprehended 
^at the plan of the Spaniards was to carry her off He alone 
knew the place of her conoealment, and it appeared to his gen^ 
rons mind an onworthy retam tea her lore and eonfidenoe thna to 
betray her to strangers. On the otber hand he was aware that, 
shoold he disobey the mandates of his young mistress, he shonld 
lose her &Tor and fiilt into disgrace. Either of these altema- 
tives would be worse than death ; he had ch<fflen death, therefore, 
as the lesser evil, and as leaving a proof to his mistresses of his 
loyalty and derotion. 
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Saoh wu the oonjeotare of the Indians, to whieli the Span- 
iftrde were inclined to give &ith. Grieving orer the death of the 
hi^-minded youth, they monrnfiilly reanmed their jonmey. 

They now, howerer, fonnd themMlvee &t s Iom about the road. 
ITone of the Indiana knew in what put of the oonntcy the widow 
wu eonoealed, the yonng guide who liad killed hiniMlf being alone 
master of the aeeret For the rest of that day and nntil the fol- 
lowing Doon, they made a frnitlesa seanh, taking priMmora some 
of the natires ; who all professed utter igaoranoe on the subjoet 
Joan de A8asoo being a fleshy man and somewhat cholerio, wu 
afanost in a ferer with the vexation of his spirit, the weight of 
his armor, and the heat of the day ; he wu obliged, howeror, to 
give op the quest after the widow, and to retom to the eanp 
nnoh mordfied at having for once fiuled in an enterprise. 

Three days after his return, an Indian ofi'ered to guide the 
Spaniards by water, to the retreat of the widow. Anaaoo aooord- 
ingly set out a second time, with twenty oompaoions, in two oa- 
noes ; but at the end of six days returned with no better snoceM, 
The old prinoees, having heard of the eearoh made after her, had 
taken refuge in the depths of a forest which they fonnd it impoa- 
aible to penetrate. The goTcmor, therefore, gave up all fnrthOT 
sttMBpt to obtrun an interriew with this wary and discreet old 
wUknr. 
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UBAFFOIimBnT OF THB SPAMURDS WITH BXVXOT TO OOUh 
THE XKKASCKX THET riMD— ^TBET DUCOVXft BOME SUEOFXiH 
&EL1C8. 

While Juan de ARtaoo ma emplojed in IiiB searcli kfter the 
widow, tba Gorernor endeavorod to inform himself respeoting 
ihe boMted riehea of the prorince. For this purpose be «tlled 
to him the two Indian lads who bad fbrmerlj aooompanied trados 
into this part of the ooantry, and who had told him that their 
masten had trafficked here for jellow and white metal, similar to 
the gold and eilrer shown by the Spaniards, and also for pearls. 
He made these yontha describe the artiolea to the yonthftil prin- 
cess, and begged her, if snoh jrellow and white metals existed in 
her territories, to hare specimens brooght to him. 

The princess cheerfnlly complied, and in a little while Bareral 
Indians appeared, laden with the sappoaed treasnre. To the 
great disappointment of the Spaniards, howeTer, the yellow metal 
prored to be a species of copper of a yellowish tint much resem- 
bling gold ; and the white metal, though a shining snbstanee some- 
what of the appearance of Bilver, was extremely light, and cnunbled 
ia the hand like dry eartL Brane bare supposed it was a speoiea 
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of quarts, bat it is probable that it waa mioa. Thua vani^Md of » 
aadden the golden treaaoreB of Oofackiqiil. 

To coDBole the Spaniards nuder their erideot disappoint- 
ment, ttie prinoeaa pointed out a kind of temple or maBMlenm, 
at one end of the Tillage, and informed them that it waa the 
B^mlchre of all the ohieftains and great warriora of the plane, 
and waa adorned within with great qnantitiea of pearls ; and 
ihai at another village called Talomeoo, about a league distant, 
the aneient seat c^ territory, was a still larger mansolenm, in 
which all her anoestora were interred, and whioh contained still 
greater qnantitiea of pearls, all whioh she aasored Ae goremor 
should be entirely at his disposal 

Be Soto was in some degree eonaoled by the news of theaa 
immense hoards of pearb for his disappointment in respect to 
gold ; though eren as to the latter, many of his followers did not 
give np their hopes, insisting that there were reins of gold in the 
ot^per and brass of the conntry. They were destitute, howerer, 
cf aquafortis, or touchstones, to assay them. 

Joan dc Anasoo, the Contador, or royal aoconntant of the 
expedition, being absent, the goTemor deferred visiting the 
temple onGl he shonld be present in his official capanty. In the 
mean time, be plaoed tmsty persons to keep wateh round* the 
edifice by day and sight 

As soon as Anaseo returned, the governor visited the mm- 
aoleum, accompanied by the officers of the royal revenue, and • 
number of his principal officers and soldiers. These edifices 
were of great magnitude — that at Talomeoo being a hundred 
paces in length, and forty in breadth, with lofty roofs of reed. 
At the entrance to thia latter temple or mansolenm, were gigantic 
statues of wood carved with oonsiderable skill, the largest being 
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twelre feet in hei^t. Thej were nnned with Tarioos weapons, 
and stood in threatening attttades, with feroaioas looks. The 
interior of the temple was likewise decorated with statues of 
TWions shspes and sices, and a great profdaion of oonchs and ^• 
ferent kinds of sea and river Hhells. 

Around the sepnlohre were benehee, on which were wooden 
chests, skilfiilly wrought, bat without looks or hinges. In these 
were the bo^es of the departed caciques and chieftains of Cofit- 
chiqui, left to thetr natural decay ; for these edifices were merelj 
used as ohamel-houBes. Beside these chests, there were smaller 
ones, and baskets wronght of cane, which were filled with Talu- 
able furs and Indian robes of dressed skins, and mantles made rf 
the inner rind and bark of trees, and others of a species of grass, 
which, when beaten, was not unlike flax. There were others 
fenned with feathers of Tarions colors, which the natives wor« 
during the winter. But above all, they eontuned pearls at 
every aise, and in incredible quantities, together with the figures 
of children and birds made of pearl. The Portuguese narrator 
sajs, they obtained fourteen bushels of pearls, and that the 
female cacique assured them, if they searched the neighboring 
villages, they mi^t find enough to load all the horses of the 
army. Nor is the Inca less extravagant in his aeconnt All 
this, however, must be taken with a large dedsotion fi>r the 
en^geiation irith which the riches of the new world were 
ahreys described by the discoverers, when beyond the power of 
proot* 

The intendants of the revenue wonld have made general 
■poll of these predous articles bad not De Soto interfered. H« 

* Bkdow aijt, Hiete «»■ a gnai quanti^ ; hot that thej wve polled by 
haring been a long time under gioond. 
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npreasntod that they were &t preaent merely diwoTering the 
wnntry, not dividing it, and liBTing to make their way throng 
a Taat wildentess, it would not do to bnrden themielves with 
treaaore. They ahonld, therefore, only take npeoimena of these 
riohea to aend to HaTana, and leave every thing in the temples 
in th«r present state, lutil they eame to oolonise and make a 
•ettlenent, when all should be properly divided, and the MOt of 
the amount be aet apart for the crown. He diatribnted, how- 
however, handftila of large pearls among his offieers, exhorting 
them to make rosaries of them, and peimitted the offioers of the 
erown to retain a large quantity which they had already weighed 

Annexed to this great aepnlohre were several boildlnga, 
which served as armories, containing weapons of various kinds, 
all arranged in great order. The whole establiahment was main* 
tained with exact care, and evidently was in Hia charge of nn- 
merous attendants. 

While cansaoking these depositories of arms, the SpanJards, 
to their astonishment, found a dagger and several eoati of muL 
Nothing could equal their surprise at meeting with these Euro- 
pean relics in the heart of this unknown wilderness. They 
questioned tiie Indians eagerly on the subject. The latter 
informed them that many years before, a number of white men 
like themselves had landed at a sea-port, about two days' journey 
from thenoe. That the commander of the party died soon after 
landing, whereupon great factions and btawls took place among 
his followers, for the command, in which several were slun ; the 
lest had reassembled on board of their vessel, and put to sea.* 

* We found in the town a di^gtr and loaie ooata ot mul; -wbtieapia the 
Jmlitm* told ui, Uiat waoj yean before, the Ctniatiaiis Iiad landed in a pert 
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Tlie 8l»uii&rdB pondered over tbeM bets, and determined 
that Ute white mea in qneation mmt have been the nnfortnnate 
Lnoas Taaqnei de Ayllon, and his ill &ted foUowen, and those 
experienoed in maritime aibira gare it as their opinion, that, from 
the ooorM of the riTer whioh passed hy Cofaobiqoi, it mnat be 
the same whieh on the searoosst was called the St. Helena-f 

Elated with the riches thej had fonnd, they urged the gor- 
emor to stop here and create a oolong. The conntry was fertile, 
the; might eetabliih a Inorative pearl fishery, and oarry on a 
toade with Spain from the seaport at the month of the riref . 

De Soto persisted, howeter, in his original plan of making an 
exploring tonr and meeting Haldonado at the port of Acnai, ae- 
cording to a|^ointment He obeerred tiMi the snrronnding coun- 
try wonld not afford proviaiona for a month, that it wontd always 
be open for them to return to in case they should find none richer, 
and that, in the mean time, the Indians wonld sow their land 
with malae in greater plenty. 

After a long aojonm, therefitre, in this ferUle and opulent 
proTinee, De Soto prepared for his departore. During the time 
of his sojourn serend broils bad taken plaoe between his people 
and the natiTes. These had originated in the ill oondnot of some 

two dajB'joornejr (nxn Umdcc (Ihia wai certaiolf ^yUait, who indetloiA tha 
omqaMt of ^iorida), that the goremor died upon his Undiiig. wfaidi ocea- 
■ioDed gnti fiuttons, diviaicni, aad aluigfatcT tmnogit the diief gantlemen 
dut had folknred him, erny ow pretMMKiig to the KifnoM cooomaiid, to tbat at 
Imgth thaj left the part, and returned to Spam, without diMorering tha 
eaaDtzj.—Fortupuim Relation, & 14.— Lood. KS4. Biedma, in H. Tenm.ra- 
Oonipaiu,p.6T. 

f El lio eaodaloKs que pMara par OobUqiri, dectan lo* hnnbre* 
Huineroi, que cntrs ertoe EapaoidM iban, que an el que eo la coeta lUiiiBTao 

de Santa Qcna, no porqoe lo ■ 

panda qne «b eL OaidilMO d« la Vega, lib, m 
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of tbe low ud bue-minded of the aMMry ; probftUj in their 
npaciona eagernesB for gun. The; h&d produced & general ill 
Till among tbe Indian ^ toward their guests, and a change in tha 
feelinga of the yonng and high-minded prineeas ; who) instead of 
erineii^ her nsnal kindnesB and hoapitalitj, grew cold and indif- 
fbrent in her oondnot, and appeared to eye the Spaniards with 
groat dtatmsL De Boto remarked diis change, and reeeived pri- 
Tate intelligence, that the princesa was about to take to flight, and 
leare him without guides for hia march, or porters for tbe bag- 
gago of the army. As his route would lie through Tarious traota 
of conntry under her dominion, any hostility on bet part or on 
that of her subjects, could not but proTe extremely embarrassing. 
He determinfld, therefore, to adopt a precaution, more than onoe 
practised in the course of hia expedition, and which the Span- 
iards had found efficacious in their Uexioan and Perurian con- 
quests ; which was to secure the person of the SoTereign, by way 
of insuring the peacefol conduct of the people; Aoeordingly, ha 
placed a guard round the person of the female oaoique, and eig- 
nifled to her, that she was to aooompany him in his march ; but 
while he thus detained her as a hostage, he took care that she 
dioold be attended with the respect and ceremony dne to her 
rank. The policy of this measure was apparent in the cessation 
of all brawls between the Spaniards and the natives ; and in the 
gool treatment which the army experienoed during its subsequent 
maroh throng the territories of the prinoess. 



In datnlnig tha msrdi of tha Spuuardi, in wm t h of OoduUqul, we hare 
ai dmmI RToiled otmrli'M boUi of Ao Bpatddi and Vorbagame nairatkna, re- 
eoocJitig tbcm u br ■■ jxantde, and csertfog our jndgnHxt where Qiej rary 
frfH t^b otbcTi NothitH ii more poplezii^ than to make cot tlM xotxte in 
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Mttbrmi^ to tnodan laadiiuiki. nie diaaaraj of the ooate of miil and 
da^fr, the relioa of the nnAvtaDate AjIIcd end hia nnrnimHen tbrom en 
mexpecled light apon ooe put of (heir mote, and ihowi that the prorince of 
(Ukdnqoi waa at no ixxj great diatance frtan the aea-eaaat of Georgia, or 
Sonlh Oarolina ; thou^itcaidd not hkTetMB viUn two dajtf joamtf, aa 
the PtHtngueae namtcr mthnalea; He aimor and wnpoDa at A^ka and 
hia follovera bad probabfy been divided anun^ the nvagea, and cairied aa 
bni^iiei into the interior, nie lirs whldi poaaed bj Cobdiiqm, and vUdi 
the Bpaniarda auf^raeed to be the St. K^ko*, hat bam Tarioudj eet^ectmed 
to be the Oood^ the Ogeechee, and the SaTaanafa. Cdooel Picket^ b a Dota 
to the first chapter of bi> HiaCay of Alabama, mji that all IndiaD traditiaa 
plaoea die town of Coladdqui od tbe east bank of the Sa<nuiiiab— at the 
nMNbniSUT«rBlnl!(fianiwellDiiibiet,8oiilii0araliiM. About 1710, a joug 
Irifiiman — Oeorge Qilpn — aettled upco the miui of Cotaduqui, and gave it 
the oatDe of Barer Ku% owing to t^ tradition, that De Soto and hia troope 
•ewched ttun ibr drer in tlw bed of the river, and among the Tariow strata 
of the noC BMIM «f iriacliraaemUad dTer on. Aa to the attma itf vaat 
qvantitiea of paaris Ibnod >> the Temples, and Mid to abmnd in the viDageBi 
flisy pass oar belief; fat both Spaoiih ancl Portuguese nairatcts an rtcy 
po^tiTe and diciButnntial fat Oeir acoonot of tbem. 
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CHAPTER XLXX 

SHE BFANURDS XEStrME TBEIR lURCB — THE FRIHCESS OT OOPACIDQUI 
CABRISD AWAT CAPTIVE — A MDTINT — THE ARMY TKATERSE THE 
TEIRTIORT OF THE CHSEOKEBS — ESCAPE OF THE TOUMO PRDt- 
OBSS— ^JUAIt TEKSON AMD HIS PEARLS. 

16*0. 
Oh the third of Mbj, 1540, De Soto again set formrd on his sd- 
TentorooB coarse, tAking vith him the beantifal Princess of 
Cofsohiqni «iid her trftia* His route now lay towards the north 
or northwest, in the direction of the {nOTince of Cosa, which was 
said to be at the distance of twelve days' journey. As the co<)n- 
try through which they were to march was represented as bare 
of proTisions, Gonialo Silvestre and two other oaTaliers were 
detached, with a large body of horse and foot, to visit a village, 
twelve leagues distant, where there was a great deposit of grain, 
with whiah they were to load thenuelvM and rejoin the mun 
army. 

* tht esptivitf <^ ^^ priDecn is given on the anllioritj cf Ibe Forta- 
gmte nsmtor; tba Ion OaztHaao de U Tega nukaa no tnttitiaD of tt. Die 
Portogiwse DDnatar intjautei Oat the priocew vas treated vhh Delect; 
but (Ilia b coDtmy to the general eonduct of De Soto towards the cadques 
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Silvestre and bift oompKnionfl Mcomplialied tbeir emad, and 
having taken as aixioh maue as they conld carry, hastened to 
rejoin the army, hot were fire days before they came upon its 
traces. When they did so, they fonnd that the army had eon- 
tinned on, and must be a eonsiderable dutasoe ahead. Here 
Borne difficulties oooorred. The foot-soldiers were eager to press 
forward, but the troopers demurred. Three of their hones were 
lame and noable to travel bat, and it would not do to leare them 
behind, for they were considered the nerves and sinews of the 
army, not merely from their real serviceB, bat from the extreme 
awe and dread with wbioh Ihey inspired the savages. 

A mntinona spirit evinced itself, for a time, among the foot- 
soldiers, who dreaded being separated from the mun foroc, and 
set forward by themselves in a tnmnltnona manner. The cap- 
tains, however, threw themselves before them, and with difficulty 
compelled them to oontinne with the troopers, who were obliged 
to observe a slow pace, proportioned to the condition of the 
maimed horses. 

On the following day, as they were marebing under the bast 
of a noontide sun, thwe suddenly rose a violent hurricane, with 
tremendons thunder and lightning, and hul of such sise as to 
wonnd and bruise severely wherever it struck. The Spaniards 
sheltered themselves under their bucklers, or took refnge under 
some large trees which were at hand. Fortunately, the hurricane 
-^s as brief as it was violent; yet they were so severely battered 
and bruised by the hsiUtones, that they remained encamped fbr 
the remainder of that and the ensuing day. 

They resumed their march on the morning of the third day, 
passing through various deserted hamlets, and, at lengtii, crossed 
the fronUers of a province, called Xnala, where, to their great joy 
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THE SPiJnABDB lOUCH XtTALA. Wl 

tiie; ftnmd the Adeluitado uid tiis troops onounped in a beaati- 
fbl -nSoj, ud ftmiting their u-riviL 

De Soto, ia the coarse of his much, bad puied through the 
provinoe of Aohmlaqne,* the most wretohed oonntiy, saye the 
Portngneae narrator, in all Florida. The inhabitants were a 
feeble, peacefol raoe, and nearljr naked. They lived prinirip^jr 
on herba and roots, and wild-fjwl which they killed with thur 
bow and arrows. Their oaoique brought the governor two deer 
skins, and seemed to think them a considerable present. Wild 
bens abounded ia audi quantities, that in one Tillage the inhabit- 
ants brought the goremor aeren hundred.f Most of the 
inhabitants of this miserable province had fled to the woods on 
tite approaoh of the Spaniards, leaving few in their villages, except- 
ing the old, the blind, and the infirm. 

The army remained several days in Xoala, to recmit the 
horses.} The prinoipal village, beartiig the same name aa the 
provinoe, was situated on the skirts of a mountain, with a small 
bnt rapid river flowing by it Here the Spaniards found raaise in 
ahnndanoe, as well ss the difi'erent kinds of fruits and Tegetables 
oonmon to the country. 

This pUoe was nnder the domination of Uie youthful princesa 
of Gofaohiqui ; and here, aa every where else along the ronte, the 
Spaniards found the benefit of having her with titem. She waa 

* Spelt Chabqoe in the Partagueae namtioa. Suppowd to be Uie "bu^ 
no comitTj of the Cberakeeo. A. R Hesk, Eiq., nyithii u tiM actual naaV 
umr med by the Cherakee Indiui* to daugnste tbeir ranmtiy. Boa "SketchM 
of Qm Eittotj of Alsbams,'' <" t^ Southron. Jaimary, 1889. 

f Evidendjr the ipecies of Qnmse coramonly CBUed tbs Prairie Bea 

j Xnala, or CbouK is luppned to h&ve Iieea oo the ike of tb« pntent 
town of Qualatehe, U the lounw of the Catshootcke river. OoL Pickett says 
it wu pmbably in Habenham comitj. 

Tide H-OnUocfa'a SeMarelMt, Appendix, IH 
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aimya tratted with great rttrereme by the inhabitanti of tii« 
Tillages, who, at her eomnuuid, furnished the anny with proyi- 
uosB, and with porten to oany the baggage. And here, it is 
jiropeiL to obeerre, that De-Soto endeaTored, on all oooasiona, as 
for as his means permitted, to requite the kindness of the natiTes ; 
maUng presents to snch of the obieftuna as treated him with 
avitj, and espeeiall; leaving with each of them a oonple of swine, 
male and female, from which to nuM a future stock. 

On leaving Xoala, a number of the inhabitants aocompanied 
the -Spaniards, laden with ptonsions. The first da/s mandi waa 
tbrongh a country covered with fields of maise of Inxoriant growth. 
Do Soto had inclined his route to the westward, in seamh of a ' 
provinee called Quezale, where the territories of the prinoeas, or 
rather of her tribntary caciqnes, ended. While th^y were on their 
nmrch, the female oaoiqne aligiited from the litter on which she 
was borne, and eluding the Indian slaves who had charge of her, 
fled into the depths of a neij^boring forest Her esoape is re- 
lated by the Portngneee narrator, but no particular reason is 
^vea for it ; probably, she dreaded being carried away c^ttive 
beyond the bounds of her dominions. What seems to have caused 
some regret to the Spaniards, if we may believe the Portngneee 
tustorian, was, that she took with her a small box made of reeds, 
called by the Indians Petaca, idileh was foil of beautifii! nn- 
pterced pearls, of great value* Two negro slaves and a Barbary 
Moor aooompanied her in her Sight, and, as was afterwards under* 
stood, were harbored and oonoealed by the nativea, who rqoieed 
to have any thing remain among them, that had belooged to the 
white men. 

Daring the next five days they traversed a ohun of easy 

" PirtogaeM lT■^atil■^ c. IS. 
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BonnUiiu, Mreied with oak &nd molbeny trees, iritli IntArrening 
nUeja, rich in puturkge, uid irrigated b; eleu uid npid Btreaas. 
Tltew moDntuiu were twenty let^es Mton, mod quite wunliab- 
ited.* In the coarse of their wetr;^ march through this nnln- 
hkUted trmot, » fbot^dier, oalling to % horseman, who wu his 
friend, drew forth from his wallet a linen bag, in which were six 
pounds of pearls, prohafal; filched from one of the Indian sepnl- 
ohres. Those he offered as a gift to his comrade, being heartily 
tired of carrying them on his back, though he had a pair of broad 
■honlden, capable of bearing (be burden of a mule. The horse- 
Bout refiued to aooept so thoughtless an ofier. " Keep them 
yourself," said he, " you hsTe most need of them. The goremor 
intends shntly to send mcBsengere to Havsna ; yon can forward 
these presents and have them sold, and three or four horses and 
mares purchased for yon with the prooeeds, so that you need no 
longer go on foot." 

Jnan Terron was piqued at having his offer refosed. " Well," 
Nud he, " if you will not have them, I swear I will not carry them, 
and they shall remain here." Bo saying, he untied the bag, and, 
whirling acoaud as if he were sowing seed, scattered the pearls 
in all directions among the thickets and herbage. Then putting 
up the bag in his wallet, as if it was more valuable than the pearls. 



* ProbatJy the t«niunalian of the Apaladiun or Allagan^ rn>gB> nmmiig 
flUDogliilwaarthenipartofOeargu. Martiii,iiihi»Hufa»yirfLoniiBana,iTiit-e« 
tke Spaniu^ bsTanw tba State of Tenneuee, uid eren pawtiata the State of 
Kentodi^, u far north u the thirtj.«eTei]th<leffr»a(rfiKirtti latitude. Thianip- 
poiitkia k erideotlj errdMoiu, u both the Portugueie and Bpauiih cLroniclen 
•Ute, that, (hm the [nvTince ol Xuala De Soto itruck in a wederlj direc- 
tum, and we £nd him in a Utw dayi co the tNUiks of the river CHMuauga. 

Belkiuqs ToL i. p. ISV, n^geets that the Spmiardi en—ei the in 
within tb* lhiity41th dtgna of latitn^ 



jnGoo^Ic 



tM . OONQUEOT OF FLORIDA. 

he marched on, leaTing his oomnde and the other IrfHrtaaden 
utoniBhed at his folly. 

The Boldien made a hasty searoh for the aoattered pearls, aitd 
reoorered thirty of them. When they beheld th«r great use 
and heanty, none of them being bored and disoolored, they la- 
mented that BO many of them had been lost ; for the whole wonld 
hare sold in Spain for man than biz tiranaaiid dnoata, This 
^;r^oiu folly gave rise to a common prorerh in the army, that 
" there are no pearli for Joan Terron." The poor fellow lumself 
became an ol^t of oonilant jest and ridiDole, sntil at last, made 
sensible of his absurd oondnot, he implored them nenr to banter 
him fnithet on the subject.* 

• OwtiliBO da la Yega, L Si & acL 
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AKBIVAL or TEX ABJfT AT OTTAZULS — RSCKPTION 07 THE iPAKUUM 
>T TRK CACIQdB or lOHUHA — TWO THOOFEBa DUTATOHKD TO 
THX MOUNTAINS IN SEAXCH OF OCLD, AND WHAT BUCCESS THET 



Havihq ]u»d« thtax m; orer this maimtuiioiis waste, the urmj 
naobed the province of Goaxnle. ^len within hklf a league of 
the prinoipal town, thej diaooTered the caoiqne approaching, fol- 
lowed iy a tnln of five himdrad warri(»B, anayed in rich mantles 
of Tarioiu akine, and adorned with gayly-oolored feathets. In this 
■tate he advanced to &e gavemua, received him with great cour- 
(eey, and eaoorted him to hia village:, whieh oonaiated of three 
hnndred hooaee. It atood in a pleaaant apot, bordered by small 
streams that took their rise in the adjacent monntaioa The 
governor was qnartered in the honse of the caoiqae, which atood 
on a monnd, and was sorronnded by a terraoe, wide enongh for 
six men to go abreast. 

Here De Soto halted four days to obtain information reapeet- 
ing the nei^boring oonntry ; during which time the eainqne made 
him a preaent of three hundred dogs, the flesh of which the Span- 
iarda oied aa food ; thon^ the; were not eaten by the natives.* 

* FortogiMN Belatiea, 0. IS. Siedma, in S. TemMwrOcaqiaBi, p^ M 
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Th« many streami that traTorae thu pTOrinoe soon sungled Hkor 
waters, and formed a grand and powerful river, alon^ wMoh tiM 
arm; reanmed their journey.* 

On the Beoond day of their march, they entered the email town 
of Guiasanga,! iriiere they were met by twenty Indiana, bearing 
bafiketa of mnlberrieB, a fmit whirh ahonnded in thia region, aa 
did likewise the nut and plom trees. Continuing forward for fire 
days, through a desert oonntry, on the 25th of Jsne they came 
in nght of Idiiaha,t thirty leagues from Onaxule. 

This Tillage stood on one end of an island, mors than five 
leagues in lengUt The oaciqne came out to receive the governor, 
and gave him a friendly welcome ; his warriors treated the sol- 
diers in the same kind and frank manner. They crossed the 
river in many canoes, and on rafts prepared for the purpose, and 
were quartered by the Indians in their houses. Most of the sol- 
diers, however, encamped under the trees around the village, and 
thnr worn-out horses enjoyed rioh and abundant pasturage in tiw 
neighboring meadowsL The Spaniards found in this village a 

• Mr. ICOallodiii^^BMti that thia river ww the 2bnm, lAidi Uli nlo 
the Coon. 

f Tiiii Indiui village hu pmliAU^ g>v<n t}ie name to the Caoneimago, one 
<a the sBtO. tnbutariei of the rirer Cooml— Vide Mr. U'Cnllodi'i Beuudua, 
■p.6K. 

t This ii q»elt Chiaha in the Forti^uaw NanaticiL Cdooel FiclceU ttja 
it k the nte of tbe modern town of Roou, and that Da Boto had now readied 
the codtoeace of theOoHtanaidsMid Etowah, iriudiniakatba Coosa, and that 
the Spaniarda miilock the pwdowla od iriiidi Oie vQUge «tood ior aa idaod. 
A. fi. Meek* alio ttatas, that thara ii no audi iibnd now in tho Coooa, and 
dunki it probable that the Spaniarda either mistook the peninanla fumed by 
the junction eg the two riven for an ieland, or that these two riven wtte 
orignaSy tmiled, so as to baa an iibnd near their preaent irifV-y** Ha 
add^ that he has heard tUa lattfT foppoeitiott assorted bj two p«naii well *» 
qwnUd with the coBby. 
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qoftntity of beua' greue preserved in pots, &ad likewiw oil m>de 
from the vmlnat, and % pot of honej. The l&tter they had not 
BeeQ before, nor did thaj ever again meet with it during tbeir 
wanderings. 

WI1U4 in the town of Ichisha, the gorernor, as usual, was 
diligent in his inqoiriea after the preoioos metals. In reply, the 
cacique informed him, that about thirty miles to the northward 
there was a province oalled Chiaca, where there were mines of 
OOpper, and also of another metal of the same oolor, but finer and 
bright«r. It was not used by the natives as much as oopper, be- 
cause it was softer, but they sometimes melted them together. 
This intelligenoe aroused the attention of Do Sota It agreed 
with what he had been told at Co&chiqui, where he had met with 
email axes of oopper, mingled with gold. He determined to set 
off in search of the mines, but theeaciqne informed him that to 
reach them he would have to traverse an nninhaUtcd wildemesfl, 
and monntains impassable for horses. He advised him, therefore, 
to send persons to visit the province of Chisoa, and offered to 
furnish them with guides. 

Be Soto adopted his advice. Juan de Tillalobos and Fian- 
eisco de Silvera, two fearless soldiers, forthwith volunteered foF 
the enterprise, and accordingly set off on foot, leaving their horses 
behind, as they would only delay and embarrass them in the rou^ 
country they would have to traverse. 

After an absence of ten days, they returned to the camp, and 
made their report. Their route bad lain port of the way through 
excellent land for grain and pasturage, where they had been well 
received and feasted by the natives. They had found among 
them a buffalo hide, an inch in thioknees, with hair as soft as the 
wool of a sheep, which, as usual, they mistook for the hide of a 
11 
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lae£ In tba eouTBe of their josniey thej bid oroaaed monnttuu, 
•0 ngged ud pTMipitoiu ttut it would be imposuble for ths 
trtny to tnrene tbem. Aa to tbe jellow metal of whieh tbey 
had heard, it proved to be nothing bat a fine kind of copper or 
bran, ancb as the; had already met with ; bat from the appear- 
and of the soil, they thought it probable both gold and ailrer 
might euit in tbe uei^borhood.* 

• OenalMa de la Tega, L. iiL & SO. FwtDKiuM Kdatku, a. IS. Hm 
IwmtrtaJMi hen mentkaad «re nppowd to ba the Lookout Momtuiii, part of 
the App^adiiao chaio, nmcing tfaroogh the uortheni part of Alati-n™ Tha 
>i ill mi III of pdd in T«rio<u parti of Iha Southem State*, aMotaiiied of lata 
jaan, jniTai Oat laaay of then Ihdim rapnti w«a Ibmided m bnUt. 
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CHAPTER LL 



THS KAinatK IN WRICK THE INDIANS EXTKACTSD THK FEAXU TEOK 
TEX BHKLL — OENEROSITT OF A BOLDIEB-pWBAT BEPELL LVia 
BSAVO DE XEEGS WHILE FIBHIHO. 



DcTUKO the time thftt De Soto llad remuned at the Tillage 
■iraitiiig the retnm of tiie two foldien from the miseB, WTanl 
carenmBtmoee had oeonired. The canqne oame one day to the 
gorenior, bringiog him a preaent of a atring of pearls, two anna 
in length. The pe&ris were aa large as filherts, and, had thej not 
been hored l^ means of fire, vonld hare been of immense Talne. 
De Boto thankfully reoeived them, and in return presented &e 
Indian with pieces of Telvet and cloth of Tarioiis oolora, and 
other Spanish trifles, held in mnoh esteem by the natives, In 
reply to the demand of the governor, the eaoiqne said that the 
pearli were obtwned in the neighborhood ; that in the sepulchre 
of his anoestora were amassed a prodigious quantity, and that 
they were welcome to earry away aa mneh aa they pleased. The 
Adelantado thanked him for his good will, but replied that mntSi 
as he wished for pearls, he never wonld insult the sanetnary of 
their ancestral tombs to obtain them ; and added, tiiat he only 
Moepted the string of pevla as a prcMst firom his hands. 
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As De Soto expTesBod > oarioaity to see the muiner of ex- 
tnoting the pearla from the afaells, the eaoiqae iiutantlj diBfAtoh- 
ed fort; OMioefl to fiili for ojeters daring the night At an early 
hoar next morning, a quantity of vood was gathered and piled sp 
on the banks of the river, and being set on fire, woe Bpeedily r«- 
doeed to glowing coal& As soon u the caaoea arrived, the ooala 
vere spread oat and the oysters lud npon them. They aoon 
opened with the heat, and from some of the first thus opened the 
Indians obtained ten or twelTe pearls as large as peas, which they 
brought to the goTernor and caciqne, who were standing t<^ther 
looking on. The pearls were of a fine quality, bat somewhat di*- 
oolored by the fire and smoke. The Indians were prone also 
to injure their pearls, b; boring tbem with a heated oopper iostra- 
menl 

De Soto haTiDg gratified hisourosity, retaraed to hiaqouters 
to partake nf the morning meal While eating, a soldier entered 
widi a Urge pearl in his hand. He had stewed some oysten, and 
in eating them felt this pearl between his teeth. Not hsTing 
been ii^ored by fire or smoke, it retained its beantifol whiteness, 
and was so large and perfect in its form tbat several Spuiiards, 
who [weteaded to be skilled in these matters, declared it wonld 
be worth fiiar handred duoata in Spain. The soldier would hare 
given it to the governor to present to his wife, ])oaa Isabel de 
BobadilU, but De Soto declined the generons oSer, advising the 
soldier to preserve it until he got to Havana, wbare he might 
purchase horses and many other |^]U>g> ^th it ; moreover, m 
reward of his liberal disposition, De Soto insisted npon pv^ ' 
the flftli of the value, due to the orown.* 
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About thia time, & omlier, oa« Luis BntTo de Zeres, stroll- 
ing, widi Unoe in band, miong a plain bordering on tba river, saw 
a small animal at a abort distance, and lannohed bis weapon at it. 
Tb« lanoe misBed the mark, but, slipping along the grass, shot 
orer the river bank. Ltiis BraTO ran to reoorer hia lanoe, bat to 
luB horror found A had killed a Spaniard, who had been fishing with 
a reed on the margin of the river, at the foot of the bank. The 
steeled point of the lanoe had entered one temple and eame out 
at the other, and the poor Spaniard had dropped dead on the 
apot Hia name waa Juan Mateos; he was the only one in the 
azpeditian that had gray hairs, from whioh ciroumstance he waa 
uniTersally oalled father Mateoa, and rtepeoted aa lueh. His 
unfortunate death was lamented by the whole amy. 

onr rirer baoki whererer Indiaiu oied to live. Ilwy were modi oaed l:^ the 
anciait Induwlic •aoMpDrpcae, and old vairiofB have infiviaediae that tbdr 
anOMton oDce lued tLe «l>etl« to temper tbn clay vith wbich tLej DUMle their 
T[«nrilii But u thoiuandi of the ebeUe lie banked up, lonie deep in the 
gniimd, -wt may ilao rappoee that the Indinu, ia De Boto'i tune, ereirwhere 
in Alabama, obtaioed pcarli from them. There can be no doubt aboot the 
quantltfof pearls found in this State HndOeivgia, in 1610, butlbeywere of B 
coanerandleuralaablckindlhan the Spaniards mpposed. The Indiaiw lued 
to perfcnte thtta vith a beated ot^per Bpindle, and tbriag tLon raond their 
D«^ and aima Hke beadi. Olhetsnuule tc^babieaaodlHrdBof them." — See 
-Hirtcry of AlfdMBM," by A. J. Kckett 
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CHAFTEEUL 

m>W TEST VSKE TSEATED BT THE CACIQUX or ACOSTS, AT WHOBB 
VIU^QE THEY AWtrVED-^THE MANNER Ht WHICH THE rOUHO 
CACIQUE COBA CAKE FOS.TH TO HEET THEM — THE INDIAKS BHOW 
A HOSTILE SUFOSITIOK — THE CACIQUE COtA E8C02T3 THEK TO 
TAI.1SX, AKD WOT. 

1G40. 

Ok the ensuing daj, after the retam of the Boldiers from the 
mines of Chuca, the goTeraor departed from the Tillage of IchUb», 
lokTing the natiTefl veil oontrated with the presents they had re- 
oeived in retom for their hospitality. 

This day be marched the length of the Island, and at snnaet, 
on the 2d of July, came in sight of the village of Aeoste, hnilt on 
the extremi point* The army encamped abont a orosa-bow shot 
from the town, while Do Soto proO^eded) aooompanied hy a guard 
of eight troopers, to visit the cacique. This chieftain- was a 
fierce warrior, and placed himself in battle array, at the head of 

* lb Pottogueee namtor ia^ Uui town waa wthi da7>' jmmej fron 
I^aaha. Hm loca ti proba'blT' Uta moat correct, m he (tates the length of 
the iiUnd, u he caDi h, to be about fi*e Icagnei, whidi woold not be mora 
than a day's nwrdi. "The SpaniardB were unr," nj» Col. Pidiett, "in 
Alabama, In the tmilorj embraced in the comi^ of Cherokee, aod bj the 
ads of the Oooaa, dim of our oobleat atreaiiM." 
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fift«en hnndred of lui bnvea, who were de«onted witii thrii war 
plnmeB, and ei^iupped with btidb. He reoeired the governor witb 
great eoortesj, and a^^wared Torj kindly diipoaedj but while 
they were oonvening together, some of the foot-eoidiera had ai^ 
rived, and began rifling and jnllaging the boosee. The Indian!, 
exaaperated at this outrage, niied aame war^lubs that wero ak 
hand, and auailed thenL De Soto saw at a ^anoe the peril of 
his flitiution, rarronnded aa be was fay enemies. With his wont- 
ed preseaoo of mind, he wised a ondgel and began beating hii 
own men, at the same time tiiat he seoretly dispatobed a trooper 
to order tiie hone to arm and oome to bis tesone. This attaok 
spon his own followers, as if he waa indignant at their oondnot, 
reeaaored the Indiana. De Soto then preruled upon the eaoiqM 
to visit the encampment with bis ehief w a rr i ora, and no aooner 
had the Indians left the village with this intent, than the troopers 
aurronnded them and carried them off priaonera.* Notwithstand- 
ing their captivity, they muntained an am^ant air, anawering 
every question insolently, shaking their fista, and inaolting tha 
Spaniarda with tannts and manaoes, antil they lost all patienoe, 
and were only restrained from ooming to Mows by the earnest 
•ommands and entreaties of the Adelantada Thia night they 
posted sentries, and k^t aa vigilant a watch aa though they were 
in an enemy'a connby. '•-■'fiJf 

On the following day, the Indians were more peaeeable and 
friendly, and the eacique famished the governor with muse for 
his joomey, and offered him any thing else in his dominions. A 
message received from lofaiaba was the catiae of thia mvility. De 
Soto thanked him tor his offer, liberated him and his warriora, 
and in return for the maiae, made him presents that great^ 
• PortogneM SaiimtiTa, e. IS. 
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pleased him. Tbe jume morning thej left the lillage, and croseed 
the lirer on rafta and in canoea, rejoiced at having extricated 
themaelveB from this Tillage without anj bloodshed. 

They now traverBed more than a hundred leagaes of a fertile 
and popnlons province, called Gosa,* jonmeying at the rate of 
fbnr leagaes a day ; sometimea lodging in the hamlets, sometimes 
camping in the fields. Thronghont the whole distance th^ were 
treated with the utmost kindneas by the inhabitants, who qoar- 
tered them in thnr houses, supplied their wants, and eseorted 
them from one vfltage to anotfier. In this wsy they trBTelled 
for twenty-four dttys, nntil they came in si^t of the village of 
Gosa, from which the province took its nama This was the resi- 
dence of the cacique, from whom they had received repeated and 
friendly messages in ihe course of their journey. He came forth 
to meet them in a kind of litter, home upon the shoulders of fonr 
of his chief warriors. From his shoulders hong a mantle of mar- 
tin skins, fashioned much after the manner of the maades wcm 
by Spanish females, and on his head was a diadem of feathers. 
Several Indians walked beside his mde chariot, singing and play- 
ing npon instnunents-t 

He was a young man about twentT^ix yean of ag«, of fine 
person and noble coutttenonoe, and was attended by a trun of % 
thousand warriors, tall and well formed, as were generally the 
people of this country. They were in their finest array, with 
lofty plumes of rich and varied cobn, and mantles of various fine 
skins, many of them of mulins, scenting of musk. They were 

• This embaced the preMat otnmtiea <tf Bemfan, Talladega, OocMi, and 
TiUnpoosa^-See •■ Sketches of Um BHotj of Alabama,' E7 A. E Ueek. 
E«i. 

f Fcrtugnew lUlatka^ a 19. 
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BUtralMlltd in aqtudroni, and, with their gay plamaa TCving in tha 
breeze, made a brilliant appearuioe. 

The Tillaga was litnated on the banks of a rirer,* amidat 
green and beantiful meadowa, irrigatad by nuneroas nnall 
fltreamK The eonntry aroond waa popnlona and frnitfnl; th« 
kooMi wore well stored with muia and a amall kind of bean ; 
and fidda of IniUan oom extended fam Tillage to Tillage. There 
were plnmi of variona kinds ; acme like those ef Spain, otiters 
peonliar to the Doutry. Grape vinea elambered to the tope of 
the trees whieh orerhnng the rirer. There were othera in the 
Aelds, with low stocks and rery large aweet gr^es-t 

The Tillage contained fire handled dwellings, and as tbi^ wen 
Tery ipaeioBS the captains and soldiers were all aoeemntodatod. 
The goTemor waa quartered in the residence ot the eaciqiia. 

De Soto often took the precaution in popnlmis Tillsges, where 
there was any danger to be apprehended from the inhabitants, to 
mrronnd the caoiqin with gnards, iriiloh kept bim in a Id&d of 
honorable durance, and prsrentad his esoainng to any fastness. In 
this way be serred as a hostage to insure the peaoeful eondnet 
of bis subjects. It waa-akK) a part of the goTemor's policy, as 
hss been already shown, to. carry the oaoique along with bim, as 
be marohed through bis dominioaa ; hj which meana he secured 
a supply of guides from the villages, and of Indians to attend 

* SappoMd to be the rivBr Coow> which takei Ha riia in the Appaladiuii 
■aoantaiua Mkd amptioi into the Alabama. Trom the «t« and daaaiptkn at 
tha villt^e, Ur. VOaOodi pcemune* it to be the ■»» caUad io tha maft 
'fMCoM^,' Rtaal«d on the river o( the mom name, is north latituda aboot 
SS° Sty.— Sm H-Cnlloch'i BoeudM*, p. 696. 

f PortngneM HalaJicn, e, IS, Thk Ii MiipaMd to baT« b«an the tame 
atttYt gnp^ eaUed the lobelia, iriikfa hai wn« been ealtlTatad.— Tide Bh^ 
anA BM XT. a. e. t, p. Ii4 

n* 
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upon the army and carry the bftggsge. Is their muohing, the 
caoique iraa always treatad with gre»t reapeet and ceremony, and 
had fine raiment given him ; and, if so inclined, a horae fnmiahed 
him on which to ride. On arriTing at the territoriee of another 
caoiqne, the preceding one and his robjeets were dimined at the 
frontier. 

The Indians of Cosa were indignant at the reatnunt put upon 
their oaoiqoe ; and manifeated a hoatile dispoiition towards the 
Spaniards. Sereral of them were taken jaiacmerB and put in 
chains, bnt after a little time, the most of them, at the interces- 
«on of the oaoiqoe, wwe set at liberty.* After this a good nn- 
dwstanding prerailed, and the Spaniards were hoBi»tably enter- 
tuned during twelre days that they remuned in the Tillage. 

The eaeiqne would fain have persuaded the governor to make 
tiiis plaee his residence and seat of govemment, or at least to 
winter there ; bnt De Soto was nnxioos to arrire at the bay of 
Achnsi, where he had appointed Obtain Diego Haldonado to 
meet him in the antnmn. Since leaving the province of Xnals, 
ther^re, he had merely made a bend through the eountry, and 
was now striking sonthwardly for the sea-ooast. 

Dnring their sojonm in diia village, a soMer of low sod dia- 
aolote character deserted, and oonoealed himself among the na>- 
ttves, BO that be oonld not be found. A negro, also, who was too 
infirm to travel, was left in charge of the oaeiqne.f 

• FtRtDgoen RdatioD, o. Ifl. 

f Cdooel KdiBtt i^^ "Hie Mf(ro left at Com wai not ths only iiMm»- 
lial of De Soto ihat i«insiDed wHh llie*e people. Geixge Stiggm, whoM 
motlier wm a Hatdiei Iixliui, *nd whoBe btber tu a Scotdmaii, wu bran 
in Uie Talladega coantiy. He -was a fuz Englidi acholar, and a pretty good 
■wnttt. He bad beSD for jean oigaged in -wridng a ystraj of tlw Cntkt, 
anddiedMmeyeani^leaTii^it inanonfinUiedrtatib His ko pamitted 
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On the 20t]i of Angut, the goreraor depuied from Con, 
taJdi^ with him, u aroal, the ooiqne 4nd many of his wurion 
with a tnia of his mbjeots, bearing proTiaions. At one of ibfi 
Tillages, named UUabali, a nomber of Indian bnree omme forth, 
painted and plnMed, with bows and arrows in their hands. They 
welcomed the Spaniards in the name of their oaoiqne, and esoorted 
the goTemor into the town, where he found all their men in arms, 
and judged by their hoatile looks that the; meditated some ont- 
break. In faot, he was afterwards informed that they had in- 
tended to attempt the resone of the oaciqne Cosa, had he seemed 
to approre their design ; bnt the oaciqae gave them no enoonrage- 
ment* The armj eontinoed forward to the frontier town of 
Taliset 

This was an important Indian post, fortified with ramparts of 
earth and strong palisades, and situated on the hank of a reiy 
n:pi river, which nearly sarroanded it. Thoagh snliieot to the 
oafiique of Cosa, it was represented as being lUsaffected to his 
mie, and inclined to revolt in faror .of a powerful chieftain of the 
nmghborhood named Taaoaloza.} It was supposed, therefore, 

BM to peniu H one day. Stiggins aswrt^ tiut the lULidegM had, at a late 
day, a ima kettle-drOi^aDd Mvenil sLieltb, which once belonged to t}w 
azmj of De Soto, and that ha bad often leeD tbem. Tba Cosas used them 
aa trophia in Ibeir atimial featirala. Boides theae, De Soto left boga and 
M cattle anuDg the Alabania towna, and nidi i* tba origia of thsM 
~ e iDdiana, H«aea and mula were tooTaloable to be given 

ch. 

t SntqMted to be the mtao. with Talliiee. Ijing at the elbow of Tala- 
pooaa river. The mum name bas alway* beoi apfjied lo the apot by the 
Ibdiaiw. IfCnllodi, p^ B2B. Spelt in the Portugueae ITanatioa, Tallira. 

t Ur. Meek t^ja, this name ii a pnre Choctaw eompemiJ wiai), fnsn 
TWa, wairior, and Lutt, Leota, blaci. And he thinks that thia and aeveral 
other wnrda provea Oat the Indiana mcotiaMd in the text were td the tame 
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tlut the ouique of Com Iwd gUflj aeoompanied the SptaimHa to 
ttiis frontier town, in hopes of orenwing hii ntrmoioij nbieota, 
and eren his formidable neighbor, bj ^peariqig in oompanj with 
nch redonbtaUe alliea. 
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CHAPTER Ml 

TUB (noAirnc CHiEPTmr tcscalcza — mis hacghtt beceftiok or 

THZ SFAKUMJtS—aRXAT SUITXBinaS 07 TOE AXHT FOK TBI 
WANT OF U1,T — RKAMOB KALAUt OOOABIORSO THEEEBT. 

IBU. 

TuKALuzA, tlw oMiqoA on whow fhiiitierB the SputUnli had now 
urived, mppears to hkre been one of tlu moflt pot«nt, prond, and 
vulike of the native ehieftuna of the wrath. His territories most 
hare oomprLwd a great part of what are now the States of Alabama 
and Hiaeissippi, and he is one of the few of the native heroes who 
have left local memoriala behind them. The river Tuscaloosa,* 
which waters his native valley, bears bis name, and it has like- 
wise been given to the capital of the Stat& 

This chieftain hod heard, with solioitnde, of the approa<di of 
the Spaniards to bia territories, and probably feared soma hos- 
tility on their part, in oombination witii his rival, the oaciqoe of 
Cos*. He sent, therefore, his son, a youth of eighteen years of 
age, attended by a train of warriors, on an embassy to Se Soto, 
proffering him his friendship and services, and inviting him to 
hia residence, which was about thirteen leagoes tnta Talise. The 

* libwiw callad the BlaA Wanior Bher. 
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yonng unbusador wu of ft noble statAre, teller thmn any Spaniard 
or Indian in the army, and acquitted himaelf is his miaaion with 
great grace and oonrtoay. The goremor was atmok with hia «p- 
petianoe and manners, and reoeived and entertuned him in ft 
distinguished manner ; dismissing him with presents fbr himself 
and hi^ &ther, and assnrftnoes thai he aooepted the friendship 
of the latter and wonld visit him shortly. He aooordingly crossed 
the river with his army, in canoes and on rafts, it being too deep 
at Taliae to be forded, and then set forward on his march, taking 
with him a number of the subjects of the caelqne of Coaa. As to 
the cacique himself being on the frontiers of his province, h« 
took a friendly lekTC of the Spaniards. 

On the second night they encamped in a wood, abont two 
leagues from the village in which the oamque of Tusoaluxa waa 
quartered, which, however, was not the capital of his province. 
From hence De Soto set off at an early hour of the moming for 
the village, preceded by his camp-muter-genetal and several of 
the cavaliers. 

The cacique had already received notice from his scouts, that 
the Spaniards were at hand, and had made some preparations to 
receive them in stat«. They found him posted on the crest of a 
hill, which commanded a wide view over a rich and beantiM val- 
ley. He was seated on a kind of stool, made of wood, somewhat 
conoave, but without back or arms ; such was the simple tiirone 
used by the caciques of the country. Around him stood a hun- 
dred of his principal men, dreesed in rich mantles and plomes. 
Beside him was his standard-bearer, who bore on the end of a 
lanoe a dressed deer-skin, stretched oat to the siie of a bndder. 
It was of a yellow color, traversed by three blue stripes. This 
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ma the greftt banner of this vurior oUeftun, and the tynlj mili- 
tary stMidard thkt the Spaniuda met with throughout the whole 
of their expeditioa 

Tneckloia, or Tiim«Ioor» (to adopt the modem mode (tf writ- 
ing the name), appeared to be abont forty jeara of age ; and hia 
person oorrefiponded to the finmidable lepntation whidi he bor« 
throughout the eonntrj. Like hie son, he was ^Igantie in hia 
propntions, being a foot and a half taller than any of hia attend- 
ants. His oonntflnanoe was handsome thonj^ serere, showing the 
loftiness and fiaroeit; of his spiriL He was broad aorosa the 
Aonlders, small at the waist, and ao admlrabl; fbnned, that the 
Spaniards declared him altogether the finest loohing Indian they 
had jet beheld. 

The hanghtj chief tain toah not tbe least notice cJ the eanliem 
and officers of the camp, who preceded De 8oto ; althonj^ they 
arranged themselves in hia preaenoe. The troopers soo^t in 
Tun to exate his attention, by malting their hones cvrret and 
oaraoole as they passed, and sometimes sparring them np to hia 
Tery feet He still roaint«ned the most impertorbaUe gravity, 
or east his eyes now and then npon them in a havghty and dia- 
dunfdl manner. 

When De Soto, however, approached, the caciqne arose and 
advanced fifteen or twenty paces to receive him. The governor 
alighted and embraced him, and they renuuned in the same plaoe 
eonversing, while the troops prooeoded to take up the quarters 
allotted them, in and about the viliage. After this, the oaoiqae 
and the governor proceeded, hand in band, to the quarters pre- 
pared for the latter, which was in a house near to that of Tnso»- 
loosa^ Here the caeiqne left him, and retired with his Indians ; 
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bnt De Soto, irho knew hia banghtj uid nrlilce ohuMiar, took 
oue to hkve a vigilutt wstch kept npon his moTflmenti.* 

A atnuige maUdy about this time broke out among the Bpan- 
iarda, whleh waa attributed to the want of salt ; with some the 
oonBcqaenoea were &tal After a little while thej were seised 
with a low ferer, and the surface t£ the body became disoolored 
and of a greenish hna, from the breast dtnmvard. At the end 
of three or four days, their bodies emitted a fetid odor, that mi^t 
be peroeiTed at several paoea distance, and th^ perished of a 
general mortifloation of the intestines. A few oases of the kind 
spread horror timmgh the camp ; for no one knew how to treat 
the disorder. In this dilemma some adopted a remedy or pra- 
rentire, recommended l^ the Indians ; a lye made from the aabes 
ti a oertain herb, and naed with their food, instead of salt. These 
who made use of this condiment escaped the fiital mortification 
of the bowela ; others, who aponied at it as nanaeons, or as the 
qoackery of ignorant savages, fell viotinu to their prejudices. 
Some adopted it, but too late, for when the fever and its accom- 
panying mortification had once seised upon the patient, the lya 
was no longer effeotnaL So much did the Spaniards suffer for 
the want of salt daring their long marehinga in the interior, that 
one of the historians of the expedition attributes (o this cause 
alone the death of more than uxty in tiie course of a year.f 

« QstcilaMi ds la Vega, L. iiL c 34. pM-topitM Belatko, c IT. Kedua 
h H. Tenwaux-Ctmpuw, p. 11. TIui iottrMtiiig BCaoe, »jt CokMl Ffdett, 
oecnrred beknr line Creek, in Qm p w e n t conntj of Hontgaanj. 

t Qsnbw de U Yeg^ L ir, & 8. 
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TUSClLOOSi, BIS BTEBD AND BAIMENT — HIS VILI^GE — HYSTEBIOITB 
OUUFTXAaAIfCB OF TWO SOLDIEBa — AR&IVAL AT THE VILI^GE 

or KAtmu. 



Apteb repoaing two dsjs in the village, the govemor eontinoed 
his mftroh, Mwompuiied hy TaactlooBa, whom ba kept irith him 
for bis omi Beoority. Da Soto ordered, as 'usual, that a horse 
shonld be provided for the cadque ; bat for some time tbey sought 
in Tun for a steed of saffieient siie and strength to bear bo gigsn- 
tio a rider. At length thej found a stout hackney, belonging to 
the goremor, whiok, from its powerful frame, was used as a pack- 
horse ; jet when the eaoique bestrode him his feet nearly tonohed 
the gronnd. The governor had given Tusoaloosa a dress of scar- 
let oloth, and a fiowing mantle of the same, wbioh, with his tow- 
ering plumes, added to the grandeur of bis appearanee, and made 
him eonspienous among the steel-dad warriors around him. 

At the end of three days' march, of four leagues each, they 
arrived at the prinoipal village, called Tuscaloosa,* from which 
the province and the eaoiqae derived their nani& It was a strong 
place, situated like Talise, upon a peninsula formed by the wind- 

• Una town ii ciUed FJscbs by the PottngnaM namrtcr, sad TaalsMby 
Siedma. 
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ingfl of the same river, wUoh had here gimm wider ud more 
powerfal.* 

During the next day they were bosily employed in passing 
the river od light rafts made of reeda and dry wood, the iohabit- 
ants not having any oanoea. As the rtrer was gentle, the troops 
oroflsed it withont diffieulty, bnt the day being ezhaiuted, they en- 
camped for the night in a heautifnl valley abont a league beyond. 

On the following morning two soldiera were miHing. One 
of them, named Joan de Tillalobos, was much given to wonder 
away by himself to explore the country, and it was sappoeed that 
they had strayed away together, and been either lost in the woods 
or eat off by the natives. De Soto inquired after them of the 
Indiana who aooompanied Tnecaloosa : they were abrupt and in- 
Eolent in their replies. " Why do yon oak as abont yonr people V 
■aid they ; " Are we responsible for them t Did yoa place them 
under our charge V 

The BBspicions of De Soto were the more awakened by these 
replies. He had high words with the oaoiqne on the aobject, and 
threatened to detain him hostage until the Spaniards should be 
prodnoed. Seeing this menace was of no avail, he concluded that 
the soldiers had been massacred ; and dissembled his indignation 
for the present, lest he might create difficulties and delay his 
progress. He continued forward, therefore, and in company with 
Tuscaloosa, apparently on amiable terms, bnt they were eeereUy 
distmfltfiil of each other, and the oaoiqne felt that he was a kind 

* lliu wu ilw Alabama Biver, and it ii believed that Tiucalooaa was 
shuaCed near Evuu'n lauding, in Wilcox eoimty. Ther« ia » ford oo tl>e Ala- 
buna, iiboat axty \vagne» above ila eanflu«nc« witli the Tanbccbc, iHiidi 
the Choctaw* enH«d TaBkalonuaa. Here the army may have crowed. Vide ' 
H'CuIliMli, p. fiiS ; BoMM* Travail In Louiwuu, p. SBS ; A. J. FiAett, p. tl ; 
A. a Heek, -p. i% 
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tit priwrner. In the mium of their muoh, ToMaloow diBp»t)dted 
one of Ua people ahead, to a town called MauTiU,* wider pretext 
of ordering a soppl; of provui«nB and Indian atiendanta for the 
army. The third day their route had been throvgh a very popn- 
lona conntry, and they were drawing near to HaiiTila. At a very 
early hour the next morning, De Soto called to him two pioked 
and confidential men, named Oonnlo Qnadrado XaramiUo, and 
IMego Tazqaei, and sent them in the adTaaoe, to enter the Tillage^ 
oheerve what waa going on there, and awut hia arriral 

He then mnatered a hundred horse and a hnsdred fbot as a 
vanguard, and set off with them for the Tillage, ordering Lais de 
Hoeeoso, the oamp^naster-general, to follow speedily with the 
residue ctf the fbroes. The oaoique Tosoaloosa Beaompaaied the 
goremor ; being evidently retained about him as a kind of hostage. 

About eight o'oloak in the morning of October the 18th, they 
arrired before the village of Mauvila.! This was the stronghold 
of the caoiqne, where he and his principal men resided ; and, be- 
ing on the frontins of his territories, it was strongly fortified. 

* MariHe, in tlie Portngnew account 

^ Hiu town u luppoied to have itood on the mrth aide of &e AlabanM, 
and iX a pUoe noir called CbocUnr Blufl^ in flw emmty of Clarks, abont 
tnotj^TBiailea above Utejmiitiai of tbat rirw with the Tonbtcbt, wiOui 
a hundred milaa from Penwoola ; ind tbia opoioa ia ■trengtbenad bftbe&ct, 
that aged Indi'T W In the neigbborbood, at the preaent day, point it oat aa Ihe 
■ite of tba gnat battle between De Soto and the Uobiliaiu. Thera is little 
drabt that it gave the uma to lbs pnaeDt river and bay at Mobile, lie 
lettvt V and b are often naed indiffsently in Spaniab, in jdaoa <rf eadi other, 
and atticnlBled in neariy the Mine maimer. Charlevoix, in bia Journal Hia- 
tcriqoe, Let TrxW p m^ nj>, " Qaicilaao da la Vega, dana aca Hiatoire de 
la Florida, parle d'lma Bonrgado appellje MauMa, U qoelje a aan* donte 
donoJ eon nom k la Binire, et fc la nation, qui ttait Jtablii tat «e« borda. 
Cea UanTiliena 6taient alora tmn jmimunn ; k peine en reate-til adjoordlini 
^Mlqtwe Teetige&" In the aeeomit of theaa mardiinga, and of the tfiir* at 
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It itood in a fine plun, uid wm muroaiided by a high w^ form* 
«d of hnge tmnkB of trees driven into the gronnd, side bj side, 
and wedged together. These were crossed within and without b; 
others imaller and longer, bonnd tc them by bands made of split 
reeda and wild vinea. The whole was thickly plastered orer with 
a kind of mortar, made of day and straw trampled together, 
whioh filled np every diink snd oreriee of the wood-work, bo that 
it appeared as If smoothed with a trimel. Thronghoot its whole 
circnit, the waQ was pierced, at the height of a man, with loop- 
holes, whence arrows mij^t be discharged at anenemy,andateTery 
fifty paces it was snrmonnted by a tower, capable of holding sev«ii 
or eight fitting men. Nombers of the trees which had been 
driven into tite ground bad taken root, and fionrished, springing 
np loftily ont of the ranipart, and spreading their branches 
above it, so as to form a circle of foliage aronnd the village. 
There were but two gates to the place, one to the east, the other 
to the west. In the centre of the villge was a large square, aronnd 
yriiob were erected the prineipal dwellings. The whole number 
of houses in the place did not exoeed eighty, but they were of 
great siie, capable of lodging from five to fifteen hundred persons 
eaoh. They were built after the Indian fashion, not cnt up into 
difiisrent rooms, bnt consisting simply of one great hall, like a 
dinrch; and as they belonged either to the cacique or his principal 
anbjeots, they were oonatmoted with more thu nsnal gkilL* 

Hauvila, I hare odktad tlw lURKtiTe of tlw laoa, BiediM, sad the Tvrta- 
gueae wilhor, and have availed mjadl of tlw three acoomit^ wliars flwywara 
not totaJlf iiTecoiidlable. Tba Iocs, aa moal, ii mndt iIm moat nimil*^ 
graphic, and chaiacterittic, and ni^^Mrta U* main anthwilj, in rariona {ijaee^ 
hj eztracta fram tlie joomala of the two Kldien, A. B. H«e^ p. SS ; OoL 
Pickett, p. £2. 

■ like dawtqitiiii of Jlanrila ii totirelr tnm the Ak*. OardlaM de la 
Vega, I.. iiL 0. Ba 
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CHAPTER LT. 

B BISASTBOUB SATTUI OP HAtTVlLA. 



Wbxn the goTeroor uid the Tuiguud t,ppe*ini befitn the town, 
ft splendid tnun of wuriora Mme forth to roeeive them, pftinted 
and deoonted, and olad in robee of ekins Mid flunting feftthew 
of every brilliuit color. TheM oama uRging aod duieing, and 
playing on rnde instromentB of uuio. To tbeae niooeeded a 
band of young dunaels, beanUful in ft»m and feature, as vere 
generally the natires at this part of the eoutry. 

In thia way the governor entered the village, lide bjr nde irith 
the oaoiqne in hia flaming mantle of eearlet, followed by a trun 
<^ horaemen in glittering armor, and prooeeded l^ danoing 
groapa of ludiana. Having arrived in the square, they alij^ted, 
md the govenwr ord^ed that the horaes shoold be taken ontside 
of the viUagB and tethered until their quarters were prepared fiv 
them. The cacique then called to Juan Ortis, the interpreter, 
and pointed out one of the largest houeea as the quarters for the 
governor and his prisoipal ofioera, and an adjaesnt one for hia 
■ervants and attendants ; as to the rest of the troops, they were 
to be lodged in oaUua of bark and bntnohea, prepaied for tb^ te- 
oeptkm, about a bow-shot without the wall*. ; The governor was 
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not well pleued with ui ftirasgement wkioli ironld wpBnit« him 
from his troops, bnt replied that it should be attended to wheo 
the ounpinuter arrived. The ouiqoe then signified a wish to be 
left to himself, and to remun at that village, but was pven to 
nnderstand that he niut atill oontinne with De Sota The 
hsnghty spirit of Tusoaloosa rose within him, at being thus kept 
in thraldom. He told the governor that he might depart in 
peaee, whenever he pleased ; bnt that he most not pretend to 
oarry him ont of his oonntry and dominiona. So aajdng, he 
entered a honse, where some of his euliijeote were assembled, armed 
with bows and arrows. The moment he was gone, Gonialo Qiu- 
diado Xaramillo, one of the eavalien who had been sent ahead to 
observe the movementB of the Indians, approaehed the governor, 
and reported that varioos eironnutanoeB had led him to suspect 
nme 6mA and tnwthennu plot He stated, that in the few houses 
in sil^t, there were more than ten thonsand chosen warriors as- 
Mmbled ; not one of them old, or of the servile olaas, bnt all Bf^ 
ing men, noble and Tonng, and well anned ; and that many <tf the 
houses were flUed with we^>ons. Not a ohild was to be found in 
the plaoe ; and though there were many females, they were all 
yonng girls. The inhabitants, too, had been diligently employed 
in strengthening the palisades aronnd the town, and4^D oleariag 
the fields, for the distanee of a mnsket-shot round the village, so 
that the very roots and herbage had been pulled*up by the band ; 
as if all had been prepared for a fighting-ground. 

The governor pondered for a moment, then direoted word to 
be passed seeretly from one to the other, among the troopers, to 
hold themselves ready for aotion ; he also ehaiged Xaramillo to 
oommnnioate all Uiat he had observed to the master of the oamp, 
the moment h« Aonld arrive^ that he might make his arrange- 
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menbi Moordtiij^y. In tlw metn time, tu determined to wear a 
friendly aspect, and endeavor to oonoiliate the cmoiqne bj eonrt- 
eons treatment. 

Word vas now brongfat him, that his seiranta had prepared 
tin morning's meal in one of the honses which looked npon the 
aqnare. The goremor immediately sent Jnan Ortis to invite 
the oaoiqne to the repast, as ttey were aeon>t(naed to eat together. 

Jnan Ortii premnted himself at the door of the large honse 
into whioh the oadqne had entered, bat sereral Indians met him 
at ttie threshold, and refused him admittanoe. The messaga he 
bronght was passed in to tlie oaoiqne, and word retnmed that he 
wonld some to the goremor immediately. 

Some time having elapsed withonf his appesmnoe, Jau Ortia 
presented himself with a seeond message, and reoeired a similar 
reply. After another interral he returned a third time, and ealled 
oat, " TeU Tosoalooea to oome forth ; the food is npon the table, 
•id tbe goremor is waiting fbr him." 

Upon this there sallied forth an Indian, who appeared to be 
Ae general He was in a furious beat, and his eyes flashed fire. 
" Who are these robbers I those vagabonds !" eried he, "who keep 
oalling to my ohief, Tuscaloosa, oome ont ! come out ! with as lit- 
tie reverenoe as if he were one of them 1 By the snn and moon ! 
this insolenoe is no longer to be borne. Let us oat them to pieoes 
on tbe spot, and pnt an end to th«r wickedness and tyranny." 

Searoe had be spoken Uiese words, when another Indian step- 
ped up behind bim, and placed in his hand a bow and arrows. 
The Indian general threw back from bis shoulders the ftlds <ii 
a snrperb mantle of martin skins, whioh was battoned round his 
neak,and baring his arm, drew to the head an arrow, lerslled at a~~ 
knot of Spaniards in tiie square. Babre he had time to wing the 
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shaft, ft liJow fron tho sword of Balbuar da OftUegoa lud open 
(be whole of the side exposed bj throwing back his mftntle ; his 
entrails gashed forth, and he fell dead on the spoi* 

His son, a jaath of eighteen jean of age, of a noble demean- 
or, sprang to avenge his death, and let fly six or Beveu arrows 
as fiut as he conld draw them ; bnt, seeing that they struck harm- 
kSB npon the annw of Gall^oa, he took his bow in both hands, and, 
elosiag with him, dealt him three or foor blows over the head, 
with such r^idity aod.foroe, that the blood sprang front beneatii 
his easqve, and ran OTer his forehead. Gallegw, as soon as he 
oonld reooTer from the surprise, gave him two throsts in the 
breast with his sword, that laid him dead at his feet 

The wai-whoc^ now tang thronghoat the village. Torrents of 
warriors, ready anned, ponred ant of every house, attaoking the 
Spaniards who were soattered aboBt the principal street. Thoo^ 
overwhelmed with nnmbOTS, the Spaniards kept a ixAA &ee to the 
enemy, fighting stontly, and diluting the grotmd inch by ineh, 
until tbey retreated ont of the city, leaving five of their number 
slun. 

Numbers of the oavalry, who had tethered their horses in the 
pvrliena of the village, and retnmed into the street, seeing the 
furious onset (^ the savages, ran oat of the gate to the plaoes 
where their steeds were tied. Those who made most ^»eed were 
enabled to mownt on horsebaek. Others, who lingered, had only 
time to cat the reins or halters of their horses and drive them 
off; while others, still more pressed, were obliged to leave their 
horaea ti«d, and abandon them to their fate ; having the gritf to 
see them shot down by innumerable arrows, amidst the exulting 
yells of the savages. 

* PortogoMe Vmtiim, e IS. 
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Tbe memj, being ia greftt force, divided into two butds ; cna 
to fight vith the retrefttiog Spanuuds, tbe other to kill the horaes, 
ftud gather the ba^sge uid effeeta of the army, which had by 
this time arrived, and lay heaped along tbe wall and aboat the 
fieldsL Every thing thna fell into the hands of the enemy, ex- 
cepting the baggage of Captain Andres de Vaaoonoelloe, whii^ 
bad not yet anivad. The i^wils were conveyed by the Indians 
into the village with great triamph, and pat into their booses ; 
tbey knocked off the chains of the slaves, who carried the baggage, 
and pve them weapons to fight with. The gates were shnt, and, 
amidst the beating of wooden drams and tbe wildest yellf, they -. 
difplayed tbe effects of the Spaniards from the walls.* 

tn the mean time the few cavaliers who had been able to 
motuit their honea, tt^ether wltli a few other horsemen who bad 
jnat arrived from the main body, joined their forces and endeavor^ 
ed to protect their comrades who were fighting <>a foot The a^ 
proaeh of the cavalry checked the impetuouty of the aavages, and 
gave time for the Spaniards to rally and form themselves int« 
two bands, one of horse the other of foot. They than charged 
the enemy with a fury, inspired by their recent maltreatment, 
and drove them back to tbe vUlage. They would have followed 
them in, bnt were assailed with snob showers of stones and 
arrows, from the wall and the loopholes, that they were compelled 
to draw back. 

The Indians, seeing them retreat, again rushed forUi, some by 
tbe gate, others letting tbemselvea down by the wall ; and, clos- 
ing idth tlie Spamards, seized hold of the very lances of the 
horsemen, straggling with them ontil drawn more than two hnn- 
dlred paces &om the wall 

• Biedma in lom 
12 

n„jN.«j-v Google 



9M OONQVEST OF FLOBIDA. 

Id this mj they fon^t, bMkmrda uid fomrds, without 
MBntion, fi>r thre« boon ; the Spaniard! always standing by each 
other, and keeping their front to the enemy, in whiob alone eon- 
■iited their safety, being so few in nnmber. Theyfound, however, 
that they raffsred too sererelj when near the village, from Uie 
miwilea Unnehed from the wall, and that their best ehance waa is 
the open fields, where they had room to manage their horsei and 
wield their lanoea. 

ThronghoDt all tl^eea attAoks and defeneoB, Ihe bold Captun 
Baltaiar de G«U^{0B, the aame who had stmok the first blow in 
the battle, was erer in the front rank, and the fiercest of the fl^l 
His perilous deeds were anxionaly watohod from a&r, by hli 
brother, Fray Jnan de Gall^os, a vor^y Dominioan friar. 
Mounted on horseback, in his flriar's dress, with a broad clerical 
hat on his head, he boTcred aboat the skirts of the battle, spar- 
Ting after the squadnn in its attw^, and wheeling roond and 
galloping off like mad in its retreats. The worthy friar was not 
a fitting nun ; his only a}>}ect wns to call his brother out of the 
alfray, and mount him on the horse which he bestrode, that he 
night fight with more effect and less danger. 

The bold Baltaiar, however, heeded not his calls ; he felt that 
liis honor would not permit him to leare his post, so he kept on 
fighting on foot. At length, the peooliar dress of the friar, and 
his loud and repeated calls to his brother, attracted the notice of 
the enemy, who probably snpposed him some'chieflain cncoonging 
bis soldiers to fight hardily. Aooordingly, in one of the retreats, 
as the friar's broad bwik was tamed upon the foe, and he was 
gsUoping of at full speed, an Indian warrior aped a shaft with so 
true an aim, that, thongh at a distance, it struck him between the 
■bonlders. Fortunately, he was protected by the two hoods of 
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hia friar's dreis, which Uj in thick folds upon his back ; his broad 
hat aleo, whioh was seoiired b; a oord under his chin, had fallea 
back in his flight, and hang like a shield upon hia ahonlders ; tlie 
arrow, therefore, met witii ho mnoh reaiatanoe as to make bat a 
slight wound. It dampened, howoTsr, the paternal laal of the 
friar, who from that time kept himself at a vary distance from 
dte batUe. 

A harder fate befell the brave Don Garkn Enriqiiei ; a yonth- 
fill caralier who had married a niece of the AdelanUdo, and was 
beloved b^ the whole army, for hia urbanity and hia virtnea. 
From the oommenoement of the battle he had fought valiantly, 
and was conspioaoos in every assault In the last charge, his 
hone waa wounded in the breast by an arrow, which renuuned 
buried in the flesh. Aa soon as the squadron had retreated, Don 
Carlos endeavored to draw forth the arrow. Passing hia lanoe 
from his right to hia left hand, he leaned forward, and stooping 
over the neok of his horse, aeiied the dart, and endeavored to pull 
it forth. In hia exertion, he leaned hia head on one side' so as to 
expose hia neok, the only part of hia person nnproteeted by ar- 
mor. In an instant aa arrow, tipped with flint, came with the 
Bwiflnesa of lightning, buried itself in hia throat, and the poor 
youth fell from his horse mortally wounded, thongli he did not. 
expire until the following day. 

Tha Spaniards suffered severely in these repeated conflicts ; 
but their loss was nothing in comparison with that of the Indiana, 
who had no defeaaive armor, and on whom every blow waa effec- 
tive. Seeing the advantage that the horses gave the Spaniards 
In the open field, the Indians now shut themselves up within the 
village, closing the gates and manning the ramparto. 

Upon this, the governor ordered the oavalry, being the beat 
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armed, to dUmouiit, and, tAking bnoklers for their defeooe, asd 
battle-axes in their handa, to break open the gatefl, and strive to 
take the village bj storm. 

In an isstant, a band of two hundred resolnte caTalien dashed 
forward to the assault The Indians received them valiantly, 
and beat them back seventl times. The gate, however, was soon 
broken open b; repeated blows, and they mshed in, pell-mell, 
amidst a shower of darta and stones. The gate being too narrow 
to admit them all readily, others attacked the wall with thw 
axes J demolished the faring of claj and straw, and, laying bare 
the cross-beama and their &steningB, aided each other to scramble 
1^ bj them, and thus got into the village to the soooor of Uieir- 
eomrades. 

The Indians fought desperately, both in the streets and from 
the tops of the houses. The Spaniarda, galled by the miasilM 
from the latter, and fearful that the enemy would retake the 
houses already gained, set fire to them. As they were of reeds 
andothereombnstiblematerials, they were soon wrapped is flames 
and smoke, adding to the horror of the scene. 

While this oonfliot was ragtag in one part of the Tillage, a 
kind of siege was going on in another. The Indians, the moment 
titey had olosed their gates, had turned their attention to tht 
large bonse in the square, which had been assigned for the use of 
the governor's retinue, and in which all his oamp equipage was 
deposited. They had not assailed it before, aa they thought it 
perfectly in their power, and thay now repaired to it merely to 
share the spoils. To their surprise, they found it strongly de- 
traded. Within were three cross-bow men and five halberdiers 
of the govcTDor's guard, who usually aooompanied his oamp 
equipage, and an Indian, armed with bow and arrows, who had 
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Iwen Dwde priaoner b; the SpaniardB on their first Unding, and 
had ever eiiioe proved fiuthfol to them. Beside these fighting 
men, there vu a priest and a friar, and two slaves belonging to 
the governor. One and all defended the honae atoatly ; the lay- 
men with tbeir veapons, the prieats fervent in their devotions. 
The Indiana tried in vain to gain the portal Th^ then moant«l 
on the roof, and broke it open in three or fonr plaeea ; but ao well 
did the oiosB-bow men and the Indian ply their weapons, that 
searee did an enemy show himself at one of the openings, bat he 
was transfixed by an arrow. 

Thus did this little garrison muntain a deaperate and almost 
hopeless defence, until Da Soto and his banda, having fonght their 
way into the village, as has been mentioned, arrived at the door 
of the dwelling and diaperaed ita asaulanta. The fighting part of 
the garrison mingled with tbeir comrades and porsned thestriie; 
the elerioal part took refuge in the fields, where they conU carry 
on their apiritnal warfare with eqnal vigor and more eeeurity. 

The wild and mingled affray had now bated fimr honra, but 
nothing could quell the fdry of the Indiana, who disdain^ to 
yield or ask qnarter. Hany of the Spaniards, exhausted by the 
fierce atrife, fainting and choked with thirat, ran to a. pool of 
water, whioh was now orimsoned with the blood of the dead and 
dying, and Iiaving refireahed themselves, hastened back and mshed 
again into the battle.* 

Se Soto had hitherto fought on foot, but, as nanal, waxing hot 
with aetion, he hastened out of the village, seiied a horse, aprang 
into the saddle, and, followed by the brave SnSo Tohar, galloped 
back into the square, lanoe in hand, with the battle-cry of Onz 
Lady of Santiago I Calling out to the Spaniarda to makn way 
* rtstimuBM NamUive, a 19. 

n,gN..(jNGoogle 



tfn OONQUBST OF FLORIDA. 

for him, be duhed among the thickest of the enemy ; Tolwr fol- 
lowed oloH after him. They spurred their ohargers np and dova 
throngh the mnltitade in the square and the principal strrat ; 
trampling down some, lancing others to the right and left, leaving 
a track of carnage whererer they passed. 

In this wild meMe, as the governor rose in bis stirropa to 
lanoe an Indian, another, who was behind, aimed at the part ex- 
posed between the saddle and the oalraaa, and boried an arrow in 
his thigh. De Soto bad no time, in the oonfuaion of the oombat, 
to extract the arrow, which remained rankling in the wound for 
several hours, during which time, though unable to sit in his sad- 
dle, be eoDtinued fitting on faoneback ; a proof, says the Inoa 
Qarcilaso, not merely of his valor, but of bis good horsemanship. 

In the mean time, the fire was raging through the village, and 
made horrible ravages among the Indians. Those who were 
vrithin doors, ^re oonsumed hj the fiamos or stifled by the smoke: 
those who were fighting from the roofs, were either out off by the 
fire, or obliged to throw themselves below. Many females perished 
in tbflir dwellings. 

At one time, the wind swept the flames and smoke along the 
street, Jtpoa the Indians ; and while thus blinded and bewildered, 
the Bpaniarda charged upon them and dmre them back ; but the 
wind veering, favored them in turn, and they reguned all tha 
ground they had lost 

Maddened at seeing their ranks thinned and their warrion 
lying slanghtered in heaps, the Indians now oalled upon tbnr 
women to seiie the weapons of the slain and revenge thar death. 
Many bad already been fighting by the side of their bnsbanda, 
but on this appeal, every one rushed into the conflict Borne 
armed themselves with &e sworda. lanoea, and partisans lost by 
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the Mlili«rr, aad thus wounded them with their own weapixu ; 
others aeiied bows and utowb, which they plied with Alnoat eqiul 
strength and skill with their hnsbutds. la their farj, they threw 
themaelToi before the men, snd eren rushed upon the wetponi of 
their enemies ; for the oourage of womsn, when 'onoe roused, is 
fieroe and desperate, and her spirit more reckless aod vehement 
tbajs that of man. The Spaniards, howerer, had ooneideratioa 
for their sex, and j^tj for their despair, and abstained from slsj- 
ing or wounding thenL 
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CHAPTER LVL 

FAtX OF TDBCALOOBA. 
IIUO. 

While the Httle «u thus ngiDg at ManrOft, Lids de HoscoflC^ 
the muter of the cunp, was loitering b; the yny with his foroea. 
Instead of following speedily after the vanguard led hy the gorer- 
nor, he had sallied forth late from his encampment, and permitted 
hie people to scatter themaelTee abont the fields, hunting and 
unosing themselrea. So long a time had elapsed since thej had 
experienced any hostility from the natives, that they had lost all 
£ear and precaution. 

In this way, they straggled negligently and tardily forward, 
nnsuspieioos of any danger. At length, those in front heard the 
distant alarums of drum and trumpet, mingled with the yells and 
shouts of the combatants, and beheld a column of smoke rising 
in the air. Sospeoting the cause, they passed back the alarm, 
from mouth to mouth, of those who were behind, and pressed f6i> 
ward with all speed to the scene of action. It .was late in the 
afternoon before they reached it. .v 

Among the foremost that arrived before the village, was the 
gallant Diego De Soto, nephew to the governor. Learning the 
fate of his cousin Don Carlos Enfiques, to whom he was tenderly 
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■ttaohed, he vowed to meiige his death. Throwing hinuelf from 
hi> bone, and seiiing a buckler, he niehed iato the Tillage, sword 
in buid, and plunged into the thickest of the fight. Scarce, how- 
erei, hod he entered, whea an arrow pierced his cyo and oame oat 
at the back of hie head. He fell to the earth, never uttered 
another word, and died the following day in great agon;. His 
death added to the affliotion which the army felt for that of his 
bmre cousin. The two young friends and relatives were thus 
united in deatL They were generous spirits, worthy of eadi 
other's affection, and worthy nephews to such so uncle. 

In the mean time, the rear-guard, as it arrived at the village, 
found great numbers of the Indians fighting in the adjacent fields, 
where the ground had been oleaxed and prepared for action. 
They assailed them vigorously, and had a long and obstinate com- 
bat ; for many of the savage warriors had clambered over the 
walls, and swarmed into the field. At length the Indiana wore 
routed ; many were pursued and cut to pieces by the horsemen, 
and but few escaped. 

It was now near the hour of sunset, yet still the shonts and 
battle-cries of the combatants arose from the burning village^ As 
yet, from the want of space, no horsemen had fought within the 
{daoe, except De Soto and Nuilo Tobar ; but nowagreat number 
of the cavalry dasbea in at the gate, scattering themselves through 
the streets, dispersing and killing all the Indians they encoun- 
tered. 

Tan or twelve of the cavaliers spurred up the main street, 
where the battle was hottest, and ooming upon the rear of a throng 
of Indians, male and female, who were fighting with the fury of 
demons, they broke through them with such impetuosity, as not 
merely to orertum them, but also several of the Spuiards with 
12» 
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lAom the; were oontondiog. The carnage wu horrible, for tbe 
■■Tages refased to anrrender or to laj dovn their anne, bnt fou^t 
to Uie lut gasp, aatil all were elun. 

Here ended this blood; struggle, which h^d lasted for nine 
hour*. The village remuned a Btnoking miii, eorered with the 
fllaili, and victory decUred for the Spaniards jnst as the snn went 
down. The last Indian warrior that wielded a weapon, wai one 
of those fighting in the village. So blinded was he hj tnij, tbat 
be wu nnoonscionB of the fate of his comrades, nntil glancing his 
eye around, he saw them all lying dead. Seeing further contest 
h(^esB, be turned to fly, and reaching the wall, sprang lightly 
to the top, thinking to escape into the fields. Here, however, to 
bis dismay, he beheld squadrons of hone and fbot below him, and 
the field covered with his slaughtered countrymen. Escape wu 
impossible ; death or slavery awaited him from the hands of his 
enemy. In bis despair, he snatched the string from bis bow, 
passed it round his neck, and foetening the other end to a branch 
of one of the trees that rose out of the rampart, he threw himself 
from the wall, and was strangled before the Spaniards had time 
to prevent it. 

Such was the deadly battle of Hanvila, one of the most 
sanguinary, considering the number of the combatants, that had 
occurred among the disooverers of the new world. Forty-two 
Spaniards fell in the conflict; eighteen of them received their 
&tal wonnds either in the eyes or the mouth, for the Indians, 
finding their bodies cased in armor, aimed at their &ces. Bcaroe 
one of the Spaniards bnt was more or leas wounded, some of them 
in many places. Thirteen died before their woiads oould be 
dressed, and twenty-two afterwards, so that in all eighty -two were 
elun. To this loss must be added that of forty-two horses killed 
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bj the Induuu, and mounted by the Spuuardi u if tliej lud 
Iwen m> many feUow-aoldien. 

As to the hftroa wnong tke Indiwu, it wu ftlmott inaradiblc. 
Sevenl tfaouaud ax9 nid to ban perished by fire and nrord. 
The plMD wound the vilUge wu strevn with more than twenty- 
fire hondred bodiea. Within the walls, the etreeta were blocked 
op bj the dead. A. great nnmber ware eonanmed in the hooaea. 
In one bnildinf alone a thooBand perished ; the flames haTing 
entered b; the door and prevented their eaoape, u that all were 
ntber bunt or nifioeated : the greater part of theae were fe- 
males. 

Among the dead which atrewed the field without the walla, 
was found the body of TnaealooM the jmmger. A> tothesMiqn* 
hinuelf, hie &le was nerer satis&otorily amertuned. Aooording 
to the Portuguese narrator, several Indian prisoners affirmed, 
that on the grand assanlt of 1^ village by De Solo and his hors^ 
men, the warriors of Tnsoalooia entreated him to withdraw from 
the village and pnt his person in safety, in order tiiat, sbonld 
they all perish in battle, U they all had resolved to do nther 
than turn their baoka, be might survive to govern the country. 
The proud oaoique at first resisted their entreaties, but at length 
yielded to their nr||ent supplications, and fied &om the ill-bted 
town, accompanied by a small band of Indians, carrying with him 
his scarlet mantle and the ohoicest things he eonld find among 
the Spanish baggage. Aooording to the Inoa, however, the ao- 
const generally believed by the Spaniards was, that he had 
perished in the flames ; and this, in feet, comports moat witii his 
haughty, brave and patriotic spirit, whioh would scarcely permit 
him to survive so ruinous a defeat, and turn hia back upon his 
town and people, in the moment of their moat imminent peril 



N Google 



STI OOKQUBST OF TWBSDA. 

fie T>B erideDtly.oae of the bnVrat u well u proudest «ad nost 
potent of the Dative princes. His name still remains io the land 
which he loved bo well, and defended so desperately ; and it is a 
name whioh deserres to be held in rererenoa, as that of a heto, 
and a patriot 



Nore. — Tie laa and Out Portoguese aurstor cUfier iridelj ia Oaai eati- 
aata of the killed sad monded fa the Bctica GanalMO de U Vegt atatiB 
the Ids oC the Spaokrda to hare been a^btjAmo, and ^ the Lidisiii iboiTe 
elerea tbouaaiid. 'Hw Portogueie namt«r sbltca th« SpanidMloei to have 
heen ^bteen killed and one hundred and fiflj woonded, and of the Indians 
twaaty-Are handred ilatn; wtadi ia the number elated I17 the boa to hare 
becD Idlled in the battle ontade rf the town. The iitatanent of the Inca is 
giren more in detail, and appanotlj vith a more intimate Imovledge of facta ; 
haTing the atatemcnta of throe seyertl eje-lritnesaea, from irhidi to make up 
Usafeooot IkaC of Qia Portogaeee ia rather vague and gtncnl "nteeili- 
mate of the Inca may be aomewhat exaggerated ) yel it moat be taken into 
coniiderelioii, that the MaoTiliane vero a numeroua and poiretful tribe, and 
were joined in this batUe by the vamon of the ndgbboiin^proTincea. Tldr 
nambtt must ocnaeqamtlf have been Teff great Biedma hijs dMra were 
mors than five tbonaacd Indiana. It ia staled bj both namtvn, that tbe jail 
fought to lbs but gasp, so that the Blaoghter must have beoi immenseL Id m> 
deeperale and jMuliauted a conffiet, the number of dgfaty-two dain on Uie 
part of tbe fipaoianlR, ^^eaia modi mare peAabU tfaaa Aat of ed^laea. 
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CHAPTER LVn. 

TSB PUOHT OF THE SPAMAKDa ASTEB. THE BATTLE OF XAITVILA. 
ICM. 

The ritiution of the Spuuarda after the IwUlfimi truly deploi*- 
blfi. Moat of ihmn were sererely Tonnded ; &11 were ezb*iuted 
by &tigae and hnnger. The Tillage wu reduced to uhee around 
Aem, and all the baggage of the army, with its Bappli«s of food 
and medicine, had been oonsnmed in &e honaes. 

The firat care of the goremor, though badly womded hiauwlf, 
was for hia troops. HaviDg ordered that the dead ahonld be ool- 
leoted together, to be deoently interred on the following day, he 
directed that relief ahonld be administered to the wonnded. Hers, 
however, was the diftonlty. There was bnt one surgeon in the 
•rmy, and he was slow and nnskilfiil There were at least sereo- 
teen hnndred grieToos wounds, requiring a snrgeon's care ; sereial 
karing fallen to tbe share of a single soldier. The man fleah 
wonnde were left for tbe patient himself to eure ; bnt those in 
the jotnta, and other critical parts, which threatened to maim or 
disable Uie patient, required great attention. Unfbrtunately, 
they had neither eintments nor medieines of any kind, nor linen 
fbr bandages ; all had been oonsnmed. Not eren sheltn from 
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the oold and dew of the night ma to be found ; for, not a. honse 
of the village renuuned atauding. At length, boughs uid branches 
were brooght from the cabins that had been erected without the 
village, and sheds were put up against such of the walla aa were 
still standing, under which the wounded were convejed for shel- 
ter, and straw spread for their reoeption. Those who were least 
harmed exerted themseh'et to suooor their suffering oompanions. 
Some opened the bodies of the dead Indiana, and took their Ctt 
for ointment ; others took off their own shirts, and those of their 
slaughtered comrades, to make bandages for the disabled. As 
the.w were of linen, the; were allotted to the severest wounds ; 
for those which were not so grievous, the; made use of their doub- 
lets, and the lining of their hoae, or other materials of a ooaner 
kind. 

Others flayed and out up the horses, preaerving thdr fleah for 
Um^ tuBteaanae of the wounded. With all their seal and ezertiona, 
however, a number died miserably, before any relief eould be ad- 
ntinistered to tbem. Thus passed that wretched night, amid 
hitter lamentationB and dying graatu. Those who were aUe to 
bear arms, patrolled as sentinels, and maintained a vi^lwit watcb, 
e^ieoting to be assailed. 

Eight days did the wounded Spaniards renun in these misera- 
ble shelters within the village : when able, at length, to go forth, 
they removed to the cabins which the Indians had ereoted without 
the walls, where they were more comfortably quartered. Here 
Sfteen days more were passed. . In the mean time, those who 
were kast disabled sallied forth on foraging expeditions about 
the oountry, for four leagues in oirouit, and found sup^dies <tf 
pnnisioas in the numerous deserted hamlets scattered around. 

In every thioket and ravine tiie^foond dead or dying Indian^ 
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irlio lud not bera able to reaeh tbeir homes, ttaaj, also, had 
token ibelter in the hunlets, and lay there, Appuentlj without 
way one to minuter to them. It was nnderatood, however, that 
theii friendfl same yiitb nonriihrnent to them in the night, but 
returned to their retreate in the forests before the dawn of day. 
The Spaniards treated these poor savages with kiadneas, sharing 
their food among them. 

The troopers, in their foray into the forests, oaptored flfteea 
or twenty of the natives. On being asked whether their people 
were meditating another attack, they replied that their bravest 
warriors had fallen in the battle, and none were left to make a 
bead of war. Their information i^>peared to be the tmtii ; for, 
during sU the time that the Spaniards remained in their anoam^ 
ment, no Indian ventured nigh them. 

From the prisoners tlrns taken, and others oaptured in the 
village, they inquired, ooneeming the past ftratagema and designs 
of Tuscaloosa, which had wrought such misohief 

That fierce and warlike ohieftun, from the time he first heard 
of tbe approach of the Spaniards towards his dominions, had medi- 
tated dieir destmotion. With that objeot, he had sent bis son, 
with « trun of warriors, to watch their movements ; and had ta^ 
listed the natives of the oontiguous provinoes in bis plot, promis- 
ing to share with them the spoils of the Spaniards. 

The women, too, most ot whom had aooompanied tfamr hni* 
buids and lovers from the neighboring provinoes, declared they 
had been enticed to Mauvila, by promises of rich robes of scarlet 
eloth, and silks, and linen, and velvet, with which to deoorate 
tiiemselves for their dances ; they were to have hod horses, upon 
which to ride in trinmpb, and Spaniards given to Aem as slaves. 
Others came to be present at a great feast and rejolnng they 
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mn to hold mfler their victor; ; and otiwn agaiii, to witneu the 
proweM and exploits of their lovers. 

TiuealooBa, on arnTiiq; vt the village witii the AdelintMlo, 
had held a eonncil of war irith hia principal warriorB, wherein it 
was debated whether the; should attack the vanguard which bad 
anired, or wait Tintil they had the whole within thur power. It 
is probahle that the heat and impatience of tjte Indian g«naal 
oaoaed the plot to exjdode before the appointed time. 

It haa been shown, that in the Imming of the village the 
Spaniards lost all their baggage and private effects. What gave 
them the greatest oonoem, however, wu th« loss of a little poi^ 
tion of wine and wheaten flonr, wlu<di they had oarefnlly treasured 
vp for the performanee of nuia. All the saeerdotal dresses, also 
the (dialioes, and other articles of worship, were destroyed ; bvt 
the loss of the wheaten flonr was irreparable, Consoltations were 
held between the eodestaatiea and the laymen, whether bread 
made of maiie might not be adopted, in oate of extremity ; bat 
it was decided, that the use of any thing bat wheat was conttuy 
to the eaoona of the church. 

From tbenoefbrward, therefore, on Snndaya and Saints' day^ 
thoy prepared 'an altar, and tlie priest (Aciated, arrayed in robes 
of dzeased deer skin, fitshiooed in imitstioa of his sacerdotal 
dresses ; and they preformed all parts of the eeremony, exeept- 
Ug the oonaeeiation of the bread and wine. This eonatitated 
irttat the Spaniards called " a dry mass." 
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DE eOTO BEC01O» AM ALT8BED lUN, AKD WHY. 
1540. 

Whilk 4t the TilUge of MsuvilA, oTerwhelmedwith oare and su- 
iatj, the govenior wu uikexpeotedlj cheered hy tidin^ie, that 
■hips with white meo in them had arrived oa the Bea-^oaat, towatda 
which he was shaping hia ooorse. A rumor of this kind he 
had heard before the battle, and it was confirmed by aome of 
the prisoners taken in the village. He further learnt from thept 
that the port or \mj of Aohnsi or Fensaoola, where he had di- 
rected Qomei Ariaa and Diego Maldonado, to rendeivons with 
their shipe, was not more than seven dajs' ^ovaney distant.* He 
donbted not, therefore, that the ships in (juestion were oonunand- 
ed hj those officers, and brought reinforcemente and anppliefl 
from Spain, for bis projected settlemeDt. He now considered 
himself on the eve of Moomplishing all bis wishes ; of founding 
that colony which would assure the possession of the country he 
had explored, and enable him to punrae to advantage his search 
for gold. 

* Portuguese KarratiTe, c. IS. The Inca states the diataoca u sboot 
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He hkd brought with him thna &r the cacique, made prisoner 
by Maldonado at the port of Achnu. He had alwaja treated 
him with Uodnesi, but had not sent him to his home before be- 
canse of the diatanoe, and the danger he woatd mn of being kill- 
ed or captured bjr the way. Learning, however, that the road 
waa now secure, he grants him pemiiBsion to retam ; at the 
same time earnestly charging him to preserre the friendsliip of 
the Spaniards, who would soon be guests in his oonntry. The 
oadqnc departed, with ezpressions of gratitude for the kindneu 
he had experienced, and asaotuices to the f^TenKff, that he would 
be happy to welcome him to his territory. 

The ships, which De Soto regarded as the means of conquest 
and colonization, many of his followers only looked forward to 
as means of escape out of a disastrous country. Some of them 
had been engaged in tfao aooqaest of Pern, and contrasted the 
wealth of that golden empire with the poverty of the land 
throngb which ibej had atnig^ed, where neither gold nor silver 
was to be found ; and they did not fail to dwell upon this con- 
trast when conversing with tbeir oompanions. The Spaniards, 
generally, were disheartened by the disasters of the recent battle, 
and the implacable fierceness displayed by the natives. They 
saw that such a people were not easily to be subjugated. Instead, 
therefore of wearing themselves out in this fated land, it seemed 
better to seek others already conquered, and abounding with 
wealth, as Mexico and Peru, where they might enrich themselves 
with less risk and toiL For these reasons, they determined, on 
reaching the sea-shore, to abandon this disastroaa country, and 
seek their fortunes in New Spain. ^ 

Secret information of these rumors. was brought to De Soto, 
by some of his most devoted followers. He oould soaroely eredit 
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it, uid went rannd the oamp ftt nigfat, klose mnd in dii^M, to 
aaoertain the trutL In this my, tie OTerhewd & oonren^tion in 
the hnt of Jomn G&ytftn, the tratsorer, in which that WTklier and 
sereral of his oontnulea expreBsed their determinktion to abandon 
the enteipriM and Bail for Hezioo or Pern, or return to Spain in 
the ahipB at Aohiui. 

De Soto stood aghast at hearing these resolves. He saw that 
his present force wonld disband the moment his followers oonld 
shift for themselves ; while he was aware that it wonld be impos- 
sible for him to raise a new army. He had no booty of gold and 
silrer to display, with which to tempt new adventurers ; and, as 
to the Bpeoimens of pearls which be had intended to send to Cnba, 
they were all lost in the conflagration of Manvila. Shonld his 
present forces desert him, therefore, he wonld remain stripped of 
dignity and command, blasted in repntation, his fortune expended 
in vain, and his enterprise, wbieh had cost so much toil and trou- 
ble, a subject of scoffing, rather than renovfi. The governor was 
a man extremely jealous of his honor ; and as he reflected upon 
these gloomy prospeeta, they produced sudden and desperate 
resolvoB. He disguised his anger, and his knowledge of the 
schemes he had overheard ; bat he determined to fmstrate them, 
by turning his back npoD the coast, striking again into the inte- 
rior, and never seeking the ships, nor fnmiebing any tidings of 
himself, until he had crowned his enterprise glorionslj, by dis- 
covering new regions of wealth, like those of Peru and Mexico.* 

A change came over De Boto from tl^ day. He was discon- 
oerted in his favorite scheme of coloniiation, and had lost oon- 
fidenoe in his folfowers. Instead of manifesting his usual frank- 
ness, energy, and alaoritj, he became a moody, irritable, dtacon- 
■ QudliMi da la Tcg^ Jjb. ill t !£. Fortngueae Rektiim. 
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touted mm. Ha no longer pretended to strilce out any gnnd 
qndariaking ; bat, atang vith seeret disappointment, went raek- 
lemdy wandering from place to [daoe, apparently witbont order 
or object, aa if earcle— of time and life, and only anxioni to finiah 
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pmoipd one of the proTince, and wu letted os & river, wide and 
deep, with high hanka.* 

The goreraor, u natul, sent proffers of peaoe to the inhabit- 
ants, bat thej were rejected with aoom. " War is what we want," 
waa the reply, " a war of fire and blood." Approaching the Til- 
lage, the Spaniards uw drawn out before it more than fifteen 
hoadred warrion. These skirmiihed with them for a time, bat 
overpowered 1^ the fury of their attaok, fied to the river ; some 
sprang into oa^oes, others plnnged into the water, and thus they 
soon oroflsed to Hie opposite faauk, whwe their muu foroe, to the 
number of eight tfaonsand warri<»s, was posted to dispnts the 
paaaage. 

The Spaniards found the village perfeetly stripped and aban- 
doned ; for the inhabitants had sent off all their effects, with their 
wives and children, and prepared for wilt. They had determined 
to risk no open battle, but to dispute the pass of the river, which, 
on acconnt of ite depth and ite high banks, they oonld easily do. 
For this purpose they had stretched thnr forces for two leagues 
along the opposite hank, and hoped to compel the army to take a 
different route. 

When night closed in, the Indians annoyed the Spaniards 
greatly, by sadden attacks and frequent alarms. They would 
cross the river in their canoes at different plaoes, and then, unit- 
ing in a band, attack the oamp. The Spaniards made use of 
stratagem in their defenoe. There were three landing-places 
where the Indians disembarked Here they dug pits. In which 
the archers and arquebusiers conoealed themselves. As soon as 
they saw the Indians leap on shore and leave their canoes, they 

* Suppowd to be tha BUck Vanur, <r Tiucalaoa tircr, and Cabtuto it 
thoogbt to have been noar tha [veMtit nts d Ens, la Oreme oood^. 
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would nuh out, sword in hknd, and oat off their retreftt ThrM 
aereral times did they maltreat them in thia manner, after which 
the Indiana adventured not again to attempt to land ; but content- 
ed themselves with vigilantly guarding the passage of the river. 

The governor now ordered one hundred of the most skilfal 
men to build two Urge boftts, or piragnas, nearly flat, and very 
spaoions. That the Indians might not peroeive their operations, 
he direoted them to be built in a fbrest, which was a league and 
a half uji the river, and about a league from its banks. 

80 assidnons ware the workmen, that in twelve days the pira> 
goas were finished. To transport them to the river, two esr- 
riages were eonstmoted, on whioh they were drawn by mnles and 
horses, and pushed forward by men, and in the moat diffioolt 
plaees carried on their shoulders. In this way, one morning be- 
fore daybreak, they were oonveyed to the river and lann^ed, 
where there were convenient Isnding-plaoes on either bank. 

Be Soto, who was present at the lannching of the boats, or- 
dered ten horse and forty infantry to embark in each, and hasten 
to cross before the Indians should gather to impose them. The 
infantry were to row, and the horsemen to keep their saddles, not 
to lose time in mounting when they should reach the opposite shore. 

Notwithstanding, however, the silence observed by the Span- 
iards in lannohing their boats, they were discovered by a band of 
^tiont five hundred savages, who occupiod the opposite bank. 
These gave a loud yell to spread the alarm, and rushed down to 
dispute the landing-place. 

The Spaniards, fearing the enemy might gather in greater 
numbers, hurried to. embark. De Soto would have gone in the 
first boat, but bis followers prevented his exposing himself to this 
unnecessary hasard. 
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TIioM in the fint buk bent to tlieir oars, ud qnkUjr attained 
tbe opposite bank, amid a ehower of arrowi; b; wbieh enrj 
Spaniard was more or leas wounded. The fint horsemui who 
leaped on ahore was Diego Oareia, and oloae behind him came 
GonEalo SilreBtre ; together they charged npoQ Hm enemy, drove 
them is, and pnrsned them for more than two hundred paces. 
Fearing to be ennonnded, they Aat tamed their reina, and 
spmred back to their oompaaions. In tliia manner, now ehaig- 
ing, now retreating, theee hardy eaTaliera fonght alone, fo^a short 
time ; in the fifth charge, howerrer, they were joined by some 
braeemen, and were enabled to keep the Indians in ohei^ 

The in&ntry, the moment they landed, made for tba shelter 
of a hamlet, hard by, and dared not to sally ont, as their nnmber 
was very small, and every soldier more. or lees hart The second 
bark in the mean time, in which was Be Stxto, was earned down 
thecnrrent. Tlte troops attempted to land, but found it imprae- 
tiosble on account of the high, steep banks ; they were, therefore, 
compelled to poll up the stream, with great labor, to the landing- 
place ; which by this time was cleared of the enemy. De Soto, 
with serenty or eighty Spaniards at his back, leaped on shore and 
hastened to the relief of those who were battiing in the plain. 

On their approach the Indians retreated, and seeing the 
Spaniards had effected a landing, they collected their forces, and 
fortified themselves with palisades in a swamp covered with reeds, 
from whence they made frequent sallies ; but were as often driven 
back, and lanoed by the cavalry. Thus the day passed in unim- 
portant skirmishes, the troops crossed the river without molesta- 
tion, and at night&ll every Indian vanished: 

• QanilaM) da U Tega, lih tU. c 8S. Porti^eaa Vairatmt ft M. 
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Ohiotu, firom which the proTince took ita nuae.* It itoad upon & 
gentle hiU, Btretching &om north to soath, watered on either side 
by » nn&ll Btre«m, bordered by grovei of walnnt aod oak trees. 

The we&ther wu now seTere, with snow and ice, and tha 
troops sofiered eztremaly in their eneampmenta. The goremor, 
therefore, determined to take np his winter qnartera at Chioaa. 
For this purpose he ordered wood and straw to be bronght firam 
the nei^boring hamlets, wherewith to oonatraot honsea; for, 
BOtwithstuiding there were two hundred in the Tillage, they wero 
too imall to shelter the army. 

Nearly two months the Spaniards remained in this encamp- 
ment, enjoying some qnietode and repose. The cavalry daily 
Monred the fields, and oaptnred the Indians, whom the governor 
■ent to the oaoiqne with presents and offers of peaoe and friend- 
ship. The caeiqne made fsTonble replies, prominng, from day 
to day, to visit Uie camp, bnt as often ezcosing his delay, and 
sending presents of fmit, fish, and venison. De Soto gave the 
prineipal warriors of this ohiefUin a feast, at whioh was served 
up some pork, which the Indians had never before tasted, and 
so palatable and delicions did they find it, that from this time 
they would prowl about the enoampment every night, to steal and 

* Ccoodering die natnre of tha conntiy throngli wUdi tkej paisad, 
Bgreciiig witli Oe modrni acaomta of that npoo, the direetka <rf dte UMt^ 
the tinw, and tha Hirttnce, it ig very aTident that tUi -vas ths coutiy of the 
Oiidauaws, id the upper part i^ tha State d( IGuiHipia ; and tUi Tillage 
profaaUy stood on the western beak of the Tuoo, a Iranefc at the Ifinb. 
ri{^aboi)t«gfatylaagaeitath«)Knh-WMtor HoUle. OmieTaiz TOnarki, 
"OarcOssa de la Yega paile des C%icadiu daiu •on Eittoire de ]a Ckoqueata 
de la Floridc^ et 3 lea place a pen prtt au inbne endrcit, oi lU Mnt tuajta 
prfeantnmaii'— Vide Chadevoi^ Jour. Qib Let xxix. p. 408 ; BeDmap'k 
Am. Btograplif, Td. i pl 101 ; Flhit'i Geog^ and BtBt of theUiiKiBi^ ToL 
LpL 491. 



jnGoo^Ic 



BBBCUB OP THE OBDONALaL »l 

Idll tiie swine. Two Indiuu, who were oanght in tie set, were 
shot to death, hj order of the goTemor, uid b third hod lua 
hands out off, end wu sent to his oaoiqae ei an example and warn- 
ing to tlie other Indiana. 

About this time, four ooldien r^nurod to the dwelling of the 
eaoiqne, about a league from the oamp, without the permisBion of 
the governor, and carried off by fbroe some akins and mantlaa, 
which ao enraged the Indiana, that many of them abandoned 
their homes. When De Soto heard of this Tiolence, he had them 
aU arrested ; oomdemned the two ringleadera, Pranciico Osorio 
and one Pnentec, to death, and confiacated the goods of all the 
finr culprits. 

The priests and officers of the army supplicated the general 
to miti^te the senteaoe, and begged the life of Franoisoo Osorio. 
De Soto, however, was inflexible. The nnfortunate criminals 
were led forth into the pnblio oqnare to be beheaded. At this 
moment a party of Indiana arrived, being sent by the cacique, 
to make his complaints. This event, whioh seemed oalcnlated 
to hasten the death of the Spaniards, was the means of their sal- 
vation. Juan Ortii, the interpreter, instigated by Baltaxar de 
Oall«^08, and other offioers of rank, onnningly gave a false in- 
terpretation of the complaints of the indignant ohiefttun. He- 
told the governor that the oaoiqne had sent these Indians to say, 
that tho soldiers were not guilty, and had in no wise offended him, 
and that he would oonsider it as a great fovor if tliey were par- 
doned and set at liberty. Upon this the governor pardoned the 
eriminals." On the other hand, Ortii assured the Indians, that 
the soldiers who had injured them were in prison, and that the 
governor would pniuah them in snch an exemplary manner, as to 
•erve as u example to all others. 

o.». 
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la tlie mean time, the sabjeota of tliia oamqoe kept op eon- 
aUot tlums at night, u if alraat to aasul the nllago ; but tha 
moment the aoldien BkUied ont, they would take to fii^t The 
governor Bospeoted, however, that theae were bst sham attacks, io- 
tcnded to reader hia aentinela oarelesa and off their gnard when 
a real attack ahoold be made. He exhorted hia oamp-master, 
Loia de Haiooao, therefore, to be nnoeaaing in hia vigilanoe, and 
to maintain a atriot wateh npon the oamp at nighk Hia aua^- 
oiona and eq>eotationa were oorreot, thoo^ onfortonatelf th^ 
were bat little hwded. 
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THE BBSPKKATE BATTLE OP CHIOIZA. 
1541. 

A DISK ud otottdy night, when » north irind vu blowing ttaittm- 
ly, wu ohoeen by the caoiqae for a gnutd BUanlt npon th« Til- 
lage. IHriding his forces into three buidB, to nuke the &ttaok 
«t three serertl plaoes, he led on the oentre one in person, mnd &p- 
^oaobed in the dead of the night, vith snob eilenoe, u to u> 
rive within a hundred paoea of the sentineU without being per- 
oeiTed. Having learnt by hia aoonta, that the two other bandi 
were eqnaUy advanced, he gave die signal of attach. 

Immediately the air resonndcd vith the blasts of oonch eheUs, 
the rambling of wooden dmms, and the yells and war whoopa of 
the stTBges, who nuhed like demons to the assanlt. Uany had 
lighted matches, like cords, made of a vegetable snbetasoe, vhioh 
whirled in the ur, wonld blase np into a flame j others bad ar- 
lows tipped with the same. These they burled upon the houses, 
which being of reeds and straw, instantly took fire, and, the wind 
blowing Btrtm^y, were soon wrapped in flames.* 

* Aooocdinfc to Ksdma, tbe Indiuii iumng iMnwd TAtBwm the SpnUi 
icntnwb were poated, antered tro by two an unguarded part of thsTULage; 
and with tbe &n, vhkh tbey ecoeealed io atnatl poti^ nxn aet tbe place b) a 
blau^ Jnat as Am wsr^hoop of aoother band anaa bom widiotiL 
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The SpttnUrda, althoo^ surprised bj this andden and fmions 
usanlt, nuhed out to defend themselveB. De Soto, who almyB 
slept in his doublet knd hose, that he might be prepared for stub 
emergencies, clasped on his oasqae, drew on a snrco^^ of qnilted 
ootton, three fingers in thickness, the best defence against the ar- 
rows of the sarages, and seiiing bnckler and lanoe, mounted his 
horse, and dashed fearlessly into the midst of the enfemy. Tea 
or twelve horsemen followed him, though not immediately. 

The soldiers in every direction started np, with their wonted 
spirit, to battle with the Indians ; bnt they labored onder great 
diaadTantages. The strong wind, wbieh blew the flames and smoko 
dirMtly in their &oes, greatly disoouoerted them. Some wera 
obliged to crawl oat of their qoarters on all fours, to eaoape the 
taging flames ; some, bewildered, fled from house to house ; others 
rushed out into the pliun ; and some flew to rescue the siok and 
the wounded, lAo were in a dwelling apart Before succor ar- 
rived, bowerer, many of them bad perished in the flames. 

The cavalry bad not time to arm themselves, or saddle th^ 
steeds. Some led theirs forth, and hurried them from, the flames ; 
others, who bad &stened up their horses with iron chains, on ae> 
count of their being restiff from fai^ feeding, oonld not oast 
them loose in the hurry, and had to leave them to their &te, and 
fly for their own lives. A few who were enabled to mount gal- 
loped to the asaietanoe of the govemor, who, with his scanty num- 
ber of fbllowers, had been battling for a long time with the eu»- 
my. The other two bands of Indians entered the village and at- 
tacked the Spaniards on eaeh flank ; and, aided by the flre a&d 
smoke, made great havoc. 

Forty or fifty of the soldiers who were at the eastern end of 
the Tillage, where the flames and the battle raged most fiercely, 
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tai into the fields. lAifio Tobar nuhed sfter them, sword in 
liuid, his coat of mail left nEbaekkd in tbe hnrrj. " Turn, mI- 
diera I torn," cried he, " whither &re yon fiying J Here ii neither 
GordoTa nor Serille to gire yon refnge. Your nttij lies in your 
oouTkge, and in the vigor o\ j»ax urns ; not in flight. At this 
moment thirty soldiers, from' a part of the Tillage which the flames 
had not reached, caihe np to Interomf the fugitives. They taonU 
ed the recreant Spaniards witjt their almme^ flight, and inducing 
them to join foroes, they hastened together to renew the oombat 

At this time, Andres de Vasoonoelofl, with twenty^onr choMn 
oaTaliers of his oompaoy, all Fortngnese hidalgos, most of whom 
had served as horsemen in tbe wars on the Afidcan frontier, oharg- ' 
ed on tiicwUun body of the enemy. He was aooompanied by Na> 
fio Tobar, on foq^ The fhry of their attack foioed the savages 
torQtire. 

, . This timely r^nforeewent gave new oounge to the handfnl of 
Spaniards, who, headed by the governor, were flghting in that 
qnuter. De Boto had marked an Indian warrior, who had fon^t 
with great fiiry and snooess. Closing in with him, he gave him a 
thnut of the Unoe i and charging upon him, and leaning with all 
hia force upon the right stirrup to repeat the blow, the saddl^ 
which had been left ungirt in the ooof nsion of the asaanlt, slipped 
off, and De Soto fell wi^ it in the midst of the enemy. Th« 
Spaniards, seeing his peri^daahed in, horse and foot, to his resene, 
and kept the Indians at lay, until he was extriostod aad his 
steed saddled, when, vaulting upon his back, he pricked again into 
the fight. 

The Indians, at length completely vanqniehed, fled from tiie 
field of battle. De Soto, with his troopers, pnrsued them as long 
uthey could be distinguished I7 tbe light of the burning village; 
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then ordering the reoall to be Boaiided,1ie retnmed to uoertkia 
his lo80. He found it greater th&n he had Imagined. Forty Spui- 
iards had fallen in the combat. Among the dead wu « SpaniA 
woman, the wi& of a worthy soldier, and the only female who had 
ucompanied the army. Her hiuband iutd left her behind when 
he nuhed forth to fi^t. She h^ eaoaped tmia the houe, bat 
retomed to eave some peaj^ ; the flames ont off her second re- 
treat, and she was found afterwarda bnmed to death. 

Fifty horses, also, had perished, and m&ny more were wonnded. 
AboTO twenty of them had been either burnt or shot down with 
arrows, in ihe honses where their masters had been obliged to 
leave them tied np. The darts had been skilfiilly umed at the 
most Tital puts. One horae had two shafts throngfa the hearty 
shot from opposite direotiens. Another hoisg^ and one of the 
broadest and heaviest in the army, was shot by snch a vigorooa 
srm, that the arrow had passed throngfa both shonldem, and taar 
fingers' ln«adth beyond. 

Another loss, which grieved the Spaniards, was that of the 
swine which they ha^ brou^t with them, to stoolc their projected 
settlement These had been shut np in an inelosnre roofed with 
straw, and nearly all perished in the flames. 

In examining the bodies of the Indians hilled in the bettle, the 
Spaniards found three cords wound round several of them. These, 
it is said, they had broi^;ht to secure their anticipated spoils ; one 
being intended to bind a Spanish captive, another to lead off a 
horse, and the third to tie up a bog. The story, however, savora 
strongly of camp gossip. 

This disastroos battle, following on the minous one of Man- 
vila, increased the gloom and exasperation of spirit of De Soto. 
He made strict inqoity into the night attad^ and tJie eiimuii- 
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■tuHMa whioli hftd ensiled the enemy to appnwoli, nndisoerered, 
knd inrpriBe them so fktftlly. All thia ho attributed to groH 
n^jligence, on the part of Loia de Masaoeo, in respect to placing 
MntinelB and going the roonda. He had probably been already 
proToked by the tardy arriTal of Moboobo od the btal battle-field 
of Manvila ; and now, in thia additional cause of Texation, forgot 
hia feelings of friendship to hia old brother is arms. In hia io- 
dignation he deposed Hoscoao from his post of n^uAer of the 
eamp, and appointed in hia place th^bold Baltaiar de Gall^oe.* 

" Qardlaso de la Vegt, lib. fii o. SS, S7. PortDgaas NaindiTe, e. BO. 
Biidina in Recoefl de Fiice* mr la Flwide, par H. Tnnaiii4]«mpaiN. 
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SHE BPANURDS KEMOVB TO OmOACILLA— H>CCTIKKEHCES THBKB — VBB 
EXPLOIT or JUAIt DG OUZHAN — THE INVEIfTIOH OT ONE OF THS 
SOLDIEKS AS A PROTECTION AOAINST THE OOLDl 



Three d^s tfier the battle, the Spaciarda shifted their ei 
medt to a mere adTuitageona poBition, abont a league distant, 
which the; oftlled Chtoaoilla.* Here tbej set up a forge, and 
*bnBied themselves in newly tempering their sworda, injured l^ 
the fire, and in making saddles, and shields, and lanoes, to replace 
those which had been oonsnnied. 

In this village they sojoomed the remainder of the winter, 
suffering grieronslj from the extreme cold. They were in wretch- 
ed plight, having saved no clothing from the late battle, except 
what they chanced to have on their backs. When the savages 
learnt the extent of the havoo they had made, their fierce spirits 
were aronaed anew, and they hovered every night ronad the camp, 
making repeated assaults, and sounding frequent alarms. The 
Spaniards, lest the Indians should fire the bouses, as they had 
done those of Chioasa, remuned all the night long without the 
village, arrayed in four different sqnadrons, with sentries posted. 

• Hat H^ a little ChkaM. 
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Tliey were obliged to suuntun a vipknt ntoh, for the un^get 
batst upon them. B^ all boon. In these nootanul skirmishM, 
many were killed and wonnded on both sides. 

Every morning De Boto diapatobed fonr or fire partiea of 
Jtoree, in different direotiona, to aoonr the ooontry. They oni 
down erery Indian they Miooiintered, and always returned at tan- 
' set, irith the assnraooe that ther« was not an Indian teeatUng 
witiiin four leagoes. In fbnr or Sre bonn afterwards, however, 
hordes of Indians would attack them. It seemed almost ineredl- 
bk that the savages oonld have assemUed in so short a time. 

. One night a band of Indians approached warily the plaoe 
where Captwn Juan de Gnxman, with his eompany, were posted. 
De Qnnnan, peroeiving them by tiie light of the Uaaing fagots, 
sprang upon his horse, and, followed by five horsemen and a fow 
foot, duwged down npon tiiem. Be Goiman, who was a oavalier 
of nnflinehing spirit, thon^ of a delicate form, singled oat an In- 
dian in the vanguard, who carried a banner, and made a Innge at 
him Irith lus lanoe. Tho Indian, avoiding the blow, oangfat the 
lance with his tight hand, wrested it from DeQniman, then- seised 
him by the eollar, and gini^ him a violent jerk, hurled him from 
the saddle to his feet ; all this while holding the banner in his 
left hand. 

The soldiers, witnessing the imminent danger of their leader, 
mshed in, ont the Indian to pieees, and put the whole band of 
savages to rent. The troopers dashed after them in hot parsnit 
The gronnd fovored the movements of the horse, and die Span- 
iards would have signally avenged their late disaster, had not 
their ooreei been suddenly arrested by the cry of " To the oamp I to 
the eamp V At this-etartling summons, they wheeled about and 
galloped back to the encampment, and thus the ftigitives escaped. 
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TIm Umiu wat rmiaod by one of the monks, who wu Uaxlul Uut 
the troopers, in their vengefid pnrBoit, might ^dl into aome untnuh 
of the eoemj. Foitj IndiuiB fell in this tiSnj. The SpimiudB 
lost two tjl their eteoda, uid two were wonnded. 

The umy remained in this enoein[aneiit until the end of 
March. Beeidee being nnoeaungly haraseed by the enemy, they 
flufEered bitterly from the oold, whieh was rigdroos in the extreme ; ■ 
flflpe«»ally to men who had to pau erery night nnder anna, with 
aoaroe any clothing. 

In this eztiemity, however, they were reliered by the ingmni- 
ty of one of the oommon soldiers. He snooeeded in making a 
matting, fonr fingers in thioknWi of a long and soft kind of grass, 
or dried ivy, one half of whioh served as a mattress, and the otiier 
half was turned over as a Uauket He likewise made mai^ 
othen for his companions, who all assisted him in the mannfae- 
(nra. 

These mstio beds were brought every nigbt to the main guard, 
and, with their aid, thoee who were on duty were enabled to ea- 
dore the severe oold of the winter nights. The army also fbnnd 
abundant provisions of maiie and ^ed frnits in the nei^bor- 
hood.' 

•Q«ralBMdeIaT«ga,LDxiiL &». P<Kti^[aew Namtive, & tl. 
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CHAPTEaUm. 

JVAK SX UTABCO, AHS A SBrACHXENT OF HQRSI AlTD TOOT, H&TX A 
BRUSH WITH THX NATIVES j AND HOW HE WAS TACKTKD BT THEM 

BTORHINa OP THE POETEESa OP ALIBAHO COAIXEnOB 01" AN 

INDIAN WAKKIOE, AMD BOW HE FAKED IN CONSEQUENCE. 

1S41. 

On the first of April, the army hrokfl np their enoampmest 
They jonmeyed four leagues the flrtt day, throngh a champaign 
eonntry tbiolcly studded with small hamlets, and halted in a plain 
beyond Uie territory of Chioasa; vainly fenoying that the Id- 
dians, now that they had left their prorinoe, would no longer mo- 
lest them. 

A strong party of horse sod foot, commanded by Joan de 
ABasoo, irhioh was foraging fijr prorisions, oame in sight gf an 
Indian fortress, garrisoned by a great body of savages, who look- 
ed like devils rather than men. Their bodies were painted in 
•tripes, white, black, and red, aa if clothed with fantaatio garments. 
Their &oeB were Uaekened, and they had red eiroles round their 
eyM, which gave them a ferooious aspect ; while some wore feath- 
ers upon their heads, and others horns. On seeing the Spaniards 
they sallied forth, shouting and yelling, and beating wooden dmma. 

De Afiasoo retreated to ao open field within a oroas-bow shot 
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of tbe fortresa, and drew np bii cross-bow men with their bodc- 
loTB before the horses, to protect them. In this wsy he received 
the light Hkirmishing asaaoItB of the Indians. The latter, seeing 
the iufbrieri^ of the Spaniuds, taunted them from a distance, 
by a sisgolar piece of mummery. HaTing Ujidled a great fire in 
flrcal of their fort, they pretended to knook one of their oompan- 
ioni on the head with a elub, and then swung him by the feet and 
shonlders, as if they woald throw him into the flames: therein 
giring the Spaniards to understand the treateoent they were to 
expeot Juan de AObmo wu of too irritable a' temperament to 
bear snch taunts patiently, but felt the insuSoienoy of hii force 
to attack the fortress. He dispatched, therefore, three troopers 
to the goremor, to entreat assistanoe. 

LeaTing one third of the infantry and e&rUry to guard the 
camp, De 8o^ immediately marohed out with the renuinder, to the 
auaolt of the fort, whioh was called Alibamo.* This fortress was 
built in the form of a quadrangle, of stiong palisades. The four 
sides were each four huodred paces iu lengtL Within, the fort 
ms trarersed from side to side by two other pslnades, dintUng 
it into separate parts. In the outer wall were three portals, so 
low and narrow that a man could not enter them mounted on 
horse. Passing through these, appeared the other wall, with 
threQ entrances, and behind that a third ; so that if the outer 
Will were gained, the garrison eould retreat to the seooad, and so 
oa In the last wall were three portals, t^iening upon a narrow 
and deep river, that flowed in the rear of the fortf 80 1>>^ ^"'^^ 

• We give the HUM aooorditig to the Idol ReJma olU it Alitwiin, snd 
the Portugaew nanatcr Alinumn. Mr. Heek nji, thii b no doabt the 
originsl of Uw irvri Alaboioa,— wbkh sgnifiea, in the Hiueog^ toogw, 
•fffniMmL' 

t SapfMsad to ba the TasM rinr, ia the ooontj of TaUahatdiie. In the 
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dta buikB of this streun, thkt it wu exoeedingljr difficalt to oUm- 
ber up them on foot, md thej were insooeaaible for hone. A few 
rade and dU^>id»ted bridgea were thrown aoigas the rirer, afford- 
ing a diffionlt puiage. 

The Indiana had oonatmoted their fort in thia manner, that 
the Spaaiarda might not avail themtelvea of their horeea, but be 
obliged to battle with them foot to foot, when thay fanoied they 
were not only eqoat bnt ores nnperioT to th.m enemiea. 

De Soto, haring oarefnlly reoonnoitred the fortreea, ordered a 
hundred of the beet armod horaeonen to diamount, and, forming 
three BqnadronB,adTanoe, tiiree abreaat,and oommenoe the attack; 
whilat the foot, who were lean oompletelj oaaed in defenaiTe ar- 
mor, shonld i^iport their rear ; utd, together, they ahooltt atrire 
to a«ie the three entranoes. The alif^t formed bat tmve Jna& 
de Gasman led on one of the aqnadrons ; Alonao Bomo de Qaf 
denoaa, another ; and the atont Qoonlo SilTeatre, the third. 

The Indiana, who had nntil thia moment rem«ned ahnt up in 
their fortreea, peroeiving the preparationa of the Spaniarda for 

Taluafcle wok at SqmR aod DaTii, pabliabed hj the SmithacDun To- 
■titote, there is a deadiptkxi, fomutaed by tha Ber. R. Morria, of tram 
wivka in tU« refpau, wbidi be is dupoaed to R*mbe to D« Soto, but w^A 
are fnbM/ tlia i«naiiiB al thia or a lai^ai fartiOcm&n tlinn^ 19 bf the 
aatire^ and m boqaeoOj notioed in ereiy (ceoiuit of De Soto's ezpetUticii, 
It is TBiy jnilidonBlj obterrod b; Ibeae gaiUemen, that "liad Hennndo de 
B«to erected nM twih ot the wnh wladli have been aecribed to Um, in tha 
Statea bcrdering the Quit in TennBaaee, and eren in Kentucky, be anM have 
foond ample demaoda to hia time and <n^(a>. It is moat Ukalj, hoirsTGr, 
that the inlervali between his tediooa and toilaonw marches were occQped 
more profitably, if not leaa laborioady, than in the raeotka of vaM Mrth 
i tn i ctiir ea of tUa descriptia^ wbieh, when finiibed, eoold not possiUy have 
■erred him any tueful pwpoaa. His handful of -weary fbllawcra probaUy 
found in a unall atoekade ot loga a better defsnce, and ctM more obrtoialy 
within their oapabiUtia* (tf evtwtnietMX.' 
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Ibe aaniilt, Bkllwd out to Iwttle, a baodred men firam Moh porttL 
At the flnt duohu|^ Diego de Cutro, Loia Bmto, uid Fnmok- 
00 de Figaeroft, v«re brought to tiie gronod, mort«Uy wounded. 
AU throe were pierced in the thigh, with urowabubed with ftint; 
for the nngei, haring gained some ezperienoe during their war- 
fee with the Spaniards, alwaye umed at the thigh, which wu 
BOTcr guarded. The Bpaniarda, aeeiiig their oompuiona &U, 
^touted to one another to msh in, and leare the Indiana no time 
to gall them with their arrowa. They charged forionsly, and 
drove the enemy before them, to the Tory p(urtalfl of the fortren. 

Wlule Jnan de ADaaeo and Andrea de Tasoonoeloa attacked 
the aaTagee on the flank, De Soto, witb twenty horee, diazged 
upon the other. Aa the goremor was apturing onward, an arrow 
ftmck him upon hia oasqne wiUi anoh force thai it rebonnded a 
jMke'a length in the air, and Dc Soto oonfeaaed afterwarda that it 
Blade hia eyes flaih fire. Pressed by the nnited shock of horae 
•od foot, the Indians made for the entrances of the fort, bat . 
these were so narrow that a great ounber were alanghtcrcd with- 
out the walla. The Spaaiards mahed in, pell-mell, with them. 

The carnage within the fortress was dreadfoL The Indiana 
were crowded together, and the Spaniards, remembering the ta- 
jnriea they had reoeired from them daring the past winter, gare 
loose to their rage, and massacred them without mercy. As they 
wore no defenaive, armor, they were easily dispatohed. Uanr, 
trusting to their agility, leaped the wall into the plains, and, &11- 
isg into the hands of the soldierB, were instantly slain. Blany 
eeoiqwd, 1^ the portals in the rear, to the bridges ; bat in their 
hasto to eross, aereral were jostled into the river, which flowed at 
a great distance beneath. Others, pressed by the enemy, threw 
themaelTes from tiic banks and swam across. In a short lime, 
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tha fortrera wu abandoned and in the power of tbe Spaniards; 
wbilo those Indians who reaohed the opptMite bank placed them- 
seWea in battle anajr- 

One of the saTagea who had eaoaped, deairona of showing hia 
skill with the bow and arrow, separated himself from hia eompan- 
tons, and shonted to the Spaniards, giving them to onderstand, 
by signs and words, that he ohallenged any aroher to come out 
and have a shot with him, to prove which nun was the better 
marksman. Upon this, Jaan de Salinas, a brave Austrian hidal- 
go, who with some companions had sheltered himself amoDg trees 
from the^rrowB, stepped forth, and walking down to the bank of 
the nTer,took his stand opposite to the Indian. One of his com- 
panions called to him to wut nntil he should oome to gaard him 
with his shield ; bnt Salinas refused to take any advantage of his 
enemy. He placed an arrow in his cross-bow, while the Indian 
also selected one &om his qniver, and both drew at the same mo- 
ment 

The dartf of Juan de Salinas took effect, and pierced the 
Indian's breast. He would have fallen, but was received in the 
arms of his compaaions, who bore him away, more dead than 
alive. The Indian's arrow pierced the Spaniard in the nape of 
the neck, and remained crossed in ths wound. Salinas returned 
with it in this state to his comrades, well pleased with his suooess. 
The comrades of the &llen Indian allowed him to depart without 
molestation, as the challenge had been man to man. 

The Adelantado, determined to pnnish the impudence and 
daring of these Indians, called on the cavalry to follow him ; and, 
orossiog the river by an easy ford above the fort, galloped out 
upon the plain; then, charging upon the savages, he pursned 
them ibr more than a league, with great sUnghter ; and had 
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ni^t Bot interposed, not one ironld lutve tamved to tdl tha 
t&Ie. Aa it wu, the oaramga was Tery great. 

When the Spsniards gtrre vp the porautt, they returned to 
their encampment, and hslted there four days until the wonnded 
were restored. Fifteen snhseqnentlj died. Of these were tlie 
three eavalins who had fmUen %t the oommenoement of the battle. 
They were grestly ituneated by dieir oempanions, for they wets 
noble, young, and TnUaatj not one of them had rea<^fid hia 
twenty4fth ;ear.* 

• OucQaK) da 1> Vega, lib. iil c SS. PortogiMae Nnntht^ & MX 
Biedma in Beooeil da Fitoa* tar la Fkiidci, pn H. TemUB-CiNivana 
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CHAPTER LOT. 



TBB BrA5UBt»B CONE IN BICHT 07 THE KIBB1SSIF7I — TQ£ OJ.CIiqVS 
CB3SCA. — HtB HOBTILE MOVEKENTS. 



Aftee four ia.ja the Spuii&rds depu^d from the enoampment 
of Alibomo, still marching towards the north, to SToid the mk. 
For Beren dayi they tnTersed an vnmhahited coantr;, foil of 
fbreata aod BWftmpe, irhero thej had sometimes to swim their 
horses.* At length thej came in sight of a viUage, oaQed Chisoa. 
It was seated near a wide and rapid river, and as it was the 
largest they had discovered in Florida, they called it Bio Grande. 
This was the "Father of Waters," the mighty Missisaippi.f De 
Soto was the first European who looked out npon the turbid 
waters of this magnificent riwr, and that event has more snrely 
enrolled his name among those who will ever live in Amerioan 
history, than if he had discovered mines of gold and silver. The 

» Pcrfay^ RdatMP, a W, 

f ThB iDca, OD the BuUKiritj of Jiun Odte, coe of the Gdltnrai of 
De Soto, mjt, that the Indiin nuns of tba rrrcT wu Ohucagua. TIm Porta- 
gneae nanrntoc nja, that in ooe {d«M it wu caUad Tumaliaeai ia Mkother 
Tapata ; in another Mka ; md at that part where it enten into the sea, RL 
It ii probable it had different nunea acKog the diflbrant Indian tribes Tb« 
TSlag* at Ohiwa ii called Qoiiqiii^ bf die Pvtngneae nairalor. 
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Indiuu of thii promoe, owing to theii anoeuing wufurc nith 
the aativM of Chioua, and the conntrj Ijiog between them being 
nspeopled, knew nothing of the approuh of the strangers. The 
moment the Spaniuda descried the village, the^ nuhed into it 
in » ijiBOrderlr mumer, took many prisonera, of both sexes and 
ot all ages, and pillaged the houses. 

On a hi^ artificial monnd, on one eide of Urn village, stood 
the dwelling of the cacique, which seired as a fortress. The only 
ascent to it was by two ladders. Many of the Indians took re- 
fiige there, whilst others fled to a dense wood, that arose between 
the village and the river. Chisoa, the chieftain of the province, 
was very old, and lying ill in his bed. Hearing the tnmnlt and 
shonts, however, be raised hiinself and west forth; and as he 
beheld the sacking of his village and the capture of his vassals, 
he seised a tomahawk and be^u to descend in a fnrioos rage, 
threatening vengeanee and extermination to all who had dared to 
enter his domains without permission. With all these bravadoea 
the oaoiqne, besides being infirm and exceedingly old, was pitifal 
in his dimensions; the most miserable little Indian that the 
Spaniards had seen in all their marchings. He was animatad, 
however, by the remembrance of the deeds and exploits of his 
youth, for he had been a doughty warrior, and ruled over a vast 
province. 

The women and attendants of the eanque sorroonded him, 
and with tears and entreaties prevailed upon him not to descend; 
at the same time, those who came np from the village infimned 
him that the enemy were men snch as they had never before be- 
held or heard of, and that they oame upon strange animals of 
great sise and wonderful agility. " If you desire to battle with 
them," said th^, " to avenge this injury, it will be better to som- 
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mon togsther tlie nrrion of the nei^borhood and await a moto 
fitting opportanit;. In the mean time Ut ni pnt on the umblanoe 
of ftiendship, and not, by an; ine(»uiderate roahnesa, proToke oar 
deatmotion." With thsae, and ainilar argomento, the women and 
attendants of the oanqne prevented hia sallying forth to battle. 
He continiied, howerer, in great wrath, and when ^e goTemor 
sent him a meBsage, offering peue, he retomed an answer, refa>> 
ing all amity, and breathing fiery vengeanoe. 

De Soto and iiia followers, wearied oat with the harasaing 
warfare of the past winter, were very deeiroos of peaoe. Having 
pillaged the village and offended the oaoiqne, they were is some- 
thing of a dilemma ; accordingly, they sent him many gentle and 
most soothing messages. Added to their disinelination for war, 
they obeerred, that daring the three bonrs they had halted in the 
village, nearly foor thousand well armed warriors had rallied 
roand the oaoiqne, and they feared, that if sueh a multitude oonld 
aasemble in such a short tiioe, there must be large reinforoementa 
in reserve. They perceived, moreover, that the situation of the 
villi^ was very advantageons for the Indians, oad very nn&vor- 
aUj to them; for the plains arQund were covered with trees and 
interseoled by namerons streams, which would impede the move- 
Bients of the cavalry. Snt more thou all this, they had learned 
from sod experience, that these incessant oonfliots did not in the 
least profit them : day after day man and horse were slain, and 
in the midst of a hostile oonntry, and fu &om home or hope of 
BODOor, their number was gradually dwindling away. 

The Indians held a council to disouss the messages of the 
Btrangere. Many were for war ; they were enraged with the im- 
prisonment of their wives and children, and the pillage of their 
l^operty ; to recover which, aocording to tiieir fierce notions, the 
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(mljr noonne wu urns. Others, who hkd not lost M17 thing, yet 
desired bostilitiea, from a natnnd inolinfttion for fifffating. Thej 
wiebed to exhibit their vmlor uid proweM, uid to try what kind 
of men these were, who ouried moh strange amu. The raan 
paoifie Bavagee, howerer, adnaedthat the proffered peaoe shonld bo 
aooepted, a« the Barest meaiu of reeorering their -wivaa and ohil- 
dresand effeote; they added, that the enemy might bom thnr 
Tillage! and lay waste th«r fields, at a time when their grain wM 
' almost ripening, and thus add to thwr calamities. The Tah>r 
of tiiese strangers, said they, is suAeiently evident ; ftr men who 
haTe passed throngb so many enemies, eaanot be otherwise thao 
brare. 

This latter eooosel preniled. The caoiqae, dissemUing his 
anger, repUed to tbt enroy, Uiat since the ^wniards entreated for 
peaoe, he wonld grant it, and allow them to halt in the village, 
and pm them food, on oondition that they wonld inunediatel; 
free his snttjeeta and restore their efeets ; not keeping a ain^ 
article. He also stipulated that they should not mount to see 
lunL If these tenna were aooepted, he sud, he would be fiienA- 
)y ; if not, he defied them to the combat 

The Spaniards readily agreed to these eonditions ; the pristn* 
ers and plnnder were restored, and the Indiuu d^iarted firom the 
village, leaving food in the dwellings for the Spaniards, who so- 
journed here six days to tend the sick. On the Ust day, with 
the permission of the caciqne, De Soto visited Um, and tfianked 
him for his friendship and hoepitalitj-, and on the mbseqasnt day 
they resumed their march. 
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enoe to De Soto. They sud that they oune in the name of the 
OMiqne of the prorince, and in the name of all hia salijectB, to 
bid them waloome, and to offer their fxiendahip and Berriaea ; and 
added, that they were deeirona of seeing what kind of men these 
Btnngen were, as there was a tradition handed down from their 
anoeston, that a white people would oome and oonqaer their ooon- 
try* The Adelantado sud many kind things in reply, and dis- 
missed them, well pleased with their oonrteons reception. 

The oaoiqne sent him repeated messages of kindness, but 
never Tisited the encampment; exonsing himself on aooonut of 
iU healtL His subjects ^ded the Spaniards with mnch cheerful- 
ness ; while the Indians firom the opposite side of the river har- 
assed them continually ; crossing over in their canoes, and launch- 
ing arrows at them, while at work. The arohers and cross-bow 
men, howerer, as on a former oocasion, concealed themselTes in 
pits, until the enemy drew nigh, then suddenly rising and firing 
upon them, they scattered them with great slaughter. 

One day, while at work, they peroeived a fleet of two hundred 
canoes, desoending the rirer. They were filled with armed 1^ 
dians, painted after their wild fiuhion, adorned with feathers tS 
every color, and carrying shields in their hands, made of the buf- 
falo hide, wherewith some sheltered the rowers, while others stood 
in the prow and poop of the canoe with their bows* and arrows. 
The oanoes of the cacique and chief warriors wAe deeorated with 
&noiful awnings, under which they sat and gave their orders to 
those who rowed. " It was a pleasing sight," says the FortugncM 
narrator, " to behold these wild savages in their oanoes, which 
were neatiy made and of great siie, and, with their awnings, color- 
ed feathers and waving standards, appeared like a leet of gaUey*," 
* FortngneM Nsnalire, a. S2, 
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The; peddled to wiUiin a stone's throw of the sliore, where 
the gorernor wu standing, surrounded by his officers. The oa- 
oiqne kddreSBed him, and professed that he came to offer his ser- 
yioes and usare him of his obedlenee, m he had been informed 
that he was the most powerfiil prince of the whole earth. Be 
Soto returned him thanks, and begged Um to land, that thej 
might oonyerse more, oonTenientljr. The caoiqne returned no an- 
swer, bnt sent three oanoes on shore with presents of thiit, and 
bread made of the pulp of a oertun kind of plum.* The gotet' 
nor again importuned the savage to land, but peroeiving him to 
hesitate, and soapeoting a treacherous and hostile intent, marshal- 
led his men in order of battle. Upon this, the Indians turned 
their prows and fled. The oross-bow men sent a flight of arrows 
after them, and killed fire or six of their number. They retreat- 
ed iu good order, covering the rowers with their shields. Several 
times after this, they landed to attack the soldiers, aa was nip- 
posed, but the moment the Spaniards charged upon them, they 
fled to their canoes. 

At the end of twenty days, four piraguas were built and 
launched. About three hours before the dawn of day, De Soto 
ordered them to be manned, and four troopers of tried oonrago 
to go in each. 

The rowers pulled strongly, and when they were within a 
stone's throw of the shore, the troopers dashed into the water, and 
meeting with no opposition from the enemy, they easily cfiooted 
a landing, and made themselves masters of the pass. Two hoars 
before the sun went down, the whole army had passed over the 
Mississippi. 

B atiU ni*d« of thia wild fruit «mM^ the 
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Tho rirer in tlus pUoe, nya the PortngoMe liirtoruui, wu » 
half letgae from on« shore to the other, so that a. m&D standing 
still ooold Boaroe be disoemad from the opposite shore. It vas 
of great depth, of wonderful rapidity, and Terj mnddj j and was 
almys filled with floating trees and timber, carried down by the 
fiiroe of the cnrrent.* 

Breaking np the boats as before, to preMrre the nails, thej 
proceeded onward four dajs, throogh a wildemess, interseoted in 
~ many places by morsflses iriiich they were obliged to ford ; and, 
on the fifth day, from the summit of a high ridge, they deserted 
' a large yillage, oontaining aboat four hnndred dwelliaga. It was 
Mated on the banks of a river, the borden of which, as far as the 
•ye eonld reach, wne covered with Inzuriant fields of maie, inter* 
Bpersed with groves of frnit treeaf The natives, who had al< 
ready received notioe of thab approach, thronged oat in crowds to 
receive them, freely offering their hoases and effeots for their dm. 

Two Indian chiefs arrived in a short time, with a train of wai^ 
riora, bearing a wdcome from their caoiqoe, and an offer of his 
aerrioea. The governor received them very courteously, and 
traatad them with mnoh kindness, so that they went away wdl 
pleased. 

The SpuiiardB finding abandanoe of food for man and horse, 
halted for six days in the village, whioh bore the name of Cas- 
qnin or Oasqut, as did the whole province and its camqne.} 

* PortngtMM JTamliT^ c. SS. Tliis place, where -De Soto and hii araif 
art— cd ttiB Mia^Mppi, wm probably the Inreit Ofakkasaw BloQ toe ot Qm 
taaeat cnadng plains betwes u tlM thirt;4l)artit and thirt;'4ftk parallel of 
ktitade. . 

t Probabfy Om rirer St. FruMU t- 

t Soppoaed to be the Mine u the Ee<fc«ilQM lodiani, who, at that tim^ 
peoplBd ■ pTDTinoe xxitlnreet of the Hiwoori. Tide Nuttall'i Arkuua^ pt 
SE, tN), ast. Cbarierdz, Joonal Hiritiiqn^ Td. iiL lot ES. 
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ReBumng their journej, they nurched thiongh ft popolona 
Uld otuunpugn oonntry, whore the hmd iras more elevated &ad 
the soil Ubb alloTifel thui any they IukI yet seen on the borders 
of the MiuiBuppi. The fields were oTerflowingly fruitfal ; the 
peoan nut, the red and gray pltun, and mulberry trees, grew there 
in abnndanoe.' In two days they oame to the chief town, where 
the oaoiqoe resided. It was seated on tlie same side of the river, 
about seven leagnes above, and is a very fertile and populous 
oonntry. Here they were all reoeived by the cacique, who made 
him a present of mantles,! skins, and fish ; and invited De Soto 
to lodge in his habitation. It stood on a high artificial hill one f^"' 
nde of the village, and oonsiated of twelve or thirteen large '^'^i ^ 
houses for the accommodation of his numerous &mily of women K^, ti 
and attendants. The governor declined the invitation, for fear 
of incommoding him. A part of the army quartered in the 
honnea, the remainder lodged in bowers, which the Indians quiok- 
. ly built of green branches, in groves dose by. It was now the 
month of Hay, and as the weather wu becoming oppressive^ 
warm, the tenants of these rustic bowers found them truly de- 
ligbtfoL 

* Ftntngiww Nunlivs, c 28. Bi^poud to be the ooonti? of the little 
Piaiiie and that chain of high laud ezhmdiog to Sew Madrid ; in tlie Tiduitj 
of which are to ba seea numy aborigiiutl remuoi. Vide Ifuttall'i ArkHuod, 

PL SSI. 

t Thaae nuutlea wen falaicated from eoarw threadi of the baric of tree* 
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CHAPTER LXVl 

A UajOIOUS OEEZMOHT ON THE BIMKS OF THE MISSIBBim 
1641. 
The army remained tranquil in this TilUge during three dajn, 
with tnnoh good feeling on both ^ides. On the morning of the 
fourth the ouique, aocompaoied by all his principal sobjecta, 
oune into the preienoe of De Soto, and making a profbond obeis- 
ance, " Setlor," Mid he, " as yoa are anperior to ns in prowess, and 
snrpasB us in anss, we likewise believe that jour God is better 
' tiua oar Ood 1 These you behold before yon, are the chief wa^ 
riora of my dominions. We supplioate you to pny to yonr God 
to send as rain, for our Gelds are parched for the want of water I"* 
' Se Soto replied, that although he and all his followers were 
bat sinners, yet they would supplicate God, the &ther of nMreiesi, 
to show mercy unto them. In the presence of the oaoiqoe, bo 
then ordered his ohief carpenter, Francisco the Genoese, to hew 
down the highest and largest pine tree in the vieinity, and ood- 
■traot of it a cross. 

• The PoriugTieM nanalor m;*, th^t the eariqua bwen^thlm to T vtt n 
to Bglit two blind men be had brought with him, and Biedma that the Indian 
Aiaf begged Urn to leare brfuod him a cron, by Kip[Jiieating whidi be might 



N Google 



«lt 



Thej immediatdy flailed one, of snoh imBense siie^ tlist k but- 
dred men ooold not nise it from the groond. The; formed of ' 
it ■ perfect otobb, uid erected it on a high hill, on the Iwnbi of 
the river, which eerrcd the Indians as a watohtower, overlooking 
enry eminenoe in the vioinitj. Every thing was prepared in ' 
two days, and the governor ordered that the next morning all 
shoold join in a solemn proeession to it, except an armed sqiiad- 
ron of horse and foot, who ahoold be on the alert, to protect the 
armj. 

The caciqne walked beside the governor, and many of the 
savage warriorR mingled among the Spaniards. Before them 
went a ohoir of priests and friars, ohanting the litanj, while the 
•oldlere responded. The procession, in nJiich were more than a 
thoosand peraons, both Spaniards and Indians, wound slowly and 
solemnly along, until it arrived before the cross, where all sank 
vpon their kneee. Two or three prayers were now offered up ; 
they then arose, and, two by two, approached the holy emblem, 
bent the knee before it, and worshipped and kissed ii* 

On the of^poeite shore of the river were collected fifteen or 
twenty thousand savages, of both sexes, and all ages, to witness 
this singular but imposing ceremony. With their arms extended, 
and their hands raised, they watched the movements of the Span* 
iards. Ever and anon they nused their eyes to heaven, and made 
Hgns with their &ces and hands, as if asking of God to listen to 
the Christian prayer. Then would they raise a low and wailing 
ory, like people in excessive grie^ echoed by the plaintive mur- 
murings of thur children's voices. De Soto and his followen 
were moved to tenderness, to behold, in a strange and heathen 
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Und, a mni^ people, wonhipping, with raoh deep homilitj And 
tears, the emblem of oar redenption. Ohserring the ume or- 
der, the prooeadon retamed ; the priesti chanted forth TV JOeum 
laudatnus, and with it closed the golemnities of the daj. 

Ood, in his nMro;, iaya the Spanidi dironiclflr, willing to show 
these heathens, that he liateneth onto those wbo call upon him in 
truth, sent down, in the middle of the ensoing ni^t, a plenteous 
rain, to the great joy of the Indians.* 

The caoiqne, with his warriors, aatoniahed and overjoyed at 
this unhoped for blessing, formed a prooeaaion, in imitation of the 
Ohrislians, and repaired to De Soto to express hia gratitode for 
the kindness his Gkid had shown them through hii' int(irceesio&. 
The gDTemor answered them, that thej mnst give thanks to God 
who created the heayens and earth, and was the bestower of these 
and othir far greater mercies. 

It is a reflection, replete with interest, that nearly three omi- 
tnriea ago, the cross, the type of our beautiful religion, was plant- 
ed on the banks of the Hississippi, and its nlent forests were 
awakened by tiie Christian's hymn of gratitude and prdse. The 
effect was Tivid bnt transitory. The " votoe cried in the wQder- 
nesB," and reached and was answered hy every heart, bat it died 
away, and was forgotten, and waa not to be heard agun in that 
savage region, for many generations. It was as if a lightning 
gleam had broken for a moment upon a benighted world, startling 
it with sudden effulgence, only to leave it in tenfold gloom. The 
reU dawning was yet a&r off from the benighted valley o( ib» 
Missisni^L 

• Lu Caaa^ Lib. It. & S. 
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CHAPTER Um 

BXPEDITtON IGATUST THE CAOIQUX CAPAK* — HIS VIIXAOK IB UOKXD 
— TOSnUBS HIM8ELF IK AH ISLAND, WHERE HE IB AOADf ASSAIL- 
XD^TBE SPAMUSD8 SKS^TED BT THSIK AUJES, THE DASQUIKS, 



As the arm; hsd been alresdj quitered nbte or ten dftjTB in this 
Tillige, Se Soto gSTO orders for them to prepare to march the 
following moming. The cacique, who was mbont fiflj years of 
age, ohtalncd permission of the governor to go with him, with » 
train of his warriors and domestics ; the one to esoort the army, 
the other to carry his supplies, as they had to traverse a wilder- 
ncBH, aad also to dear the road, gather wood for the encampment, 
and fodder for the horses. The trae object of the oaciqne, how- 
ever, was to avail himself of the presesoe of the Spaniards to 
wreak vengeaoce on a neighboring chieftain called Capaha,* A 
war had existed between the tribes for several generations ; bnt 
the present oatuqne of Gapaha had gained the ascendency, and 
' kept Casqnin in oontinnal awe and subjection, by the superiority 
of his forces. 

In the morning, the oaeiqne Casqnin took the field, to eseort 
the governor. He had three thousand Indians laden with >ap- 

* In the PortttgneK ITuraluii, and b Biedma, the muM U Um caciqtia 
it^dtFaoaha. 
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plioB, and with the baggage of the anny, who were all armed with 
bows and arrows. But beside these, he bad five thoaaand of his 
ohotoest warriors, well armed, fiercely punted, and decorated with 
their war plames. With these he secretly meditated a signal 
rayaga 

With permission of the goremor, he took tlie lead, under pre- 
tence of clearing the road of any lurking foe, and preparing every 
thing for the enoampment of the Spaniards. He divided his men 
into aqnadrona, and marched, in good military array, a quarter of 
a league in advance. By night he posted sentinels in the Mme 
manner as tbe Spaniards. 

In this way they travelled for three days, at the end of wbioh 
they came to a great swamp, miry on the borders, with a lake in 
the centre, too deep to be forded, and which formed a kind of golf 
on the Misiissippi, into wbioh it emptied itself* Aoross this 
piece of water the Indiana of Casqnin constmoted a rude bridge, 
of tmnks of trees laid upon posta driven into the bottom of the 
lake, with a row of stakes above the bridge, for those who crossed 
to hold by. The horses were obliged to swim, and were got across 
with great difficulty, on account of the deep mire. This swamp 
separated the two hostile provinces of Casquia and Gapaha. The 
Spaniards were nearly the whole day in crossing it, and encamped 
in beautiful meadows about half a leagne beyond 

After travelling two days more, they came early on t£6 third 
day to some elevated ridges, from whence they descried the 
principal town of Gapaha, the frontier post and defence of the 
province.! 

It contained five hundred large houses, and was iitnated on 

" Inca, lib. iv. c 1. Fartnguese Relaiion, c SS. 

t llii* WM tbe noTtlienmuat point readMd by De Soto on tb 



N Google 



ft fai^ grooad idueh commuided the Barroandiiig ooontry. It 
was seulj eooircled bj & deep moat, fifty paoea in breadtli ; sad 
where the mokt did not extend, was defended by a atrong wall of 
timber and pUater, snoh a§ has already been deeeribed. The 
moat was filled with water by a canal, out from the MituBiippi, 
which was three leagues distant The oanal was deep, and BoJfi- 
uently wide tia two eanoes to pass abreast, without tonehing 
each other's paddles. This eanal and moat were filled with fish, 
so as to supply all the wuits of the village and army, without 
any ^parent diminution of their number. 

O^iaha had reoeiTed intelligence by his aooata of the formi- 
daUe allies who aceompanied his old antagonist, Oaaquio. Eia 
own warriors were dispersed, and not suffioient in number to 
resist snoh additional foroe. As soon, therefore, as he saw tbe 
enemy approaehing, he sprang into a oanoe in the moat, and pass- 
ing along the oanal into the Grand Birer, took refbgo in a 
strong island. Snch of bis people as had canoes followed him, 
others fled into tbe neighboring woods, while some lingered in 
the Tillage. 

Caaquin, marehing, as nsual, in the adnnoe, arrived with his 
warrion at the vUlage souM time before the Spaniards. Meeting 
with no reuBtanoe, be entered it warUj, suspecting some ambnsh. 
This gave time for many of the loiterers to escape. 

As soon as Gasqnin asoertained that tlie village lay at his 
mercy, he gave full vent to his hatred and vengeance. Htp war- 
rion Booured the pUoo, killed and scalped all the men they met, 
to the number of a hundred and ftfty ; saeked and plundered the 
houses, and made captives of many boys, women, and children. 
Among the c^Aives were two of the nnmerons wives of Otqwhaj 
they were young and beautiful, and had been prevented from 
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embarking with th« cadqne, bj the eoiifiui<Hi Mid akrm ooak- 
aioned by the approaoh of the enemy. 

The hostility of Oasqnin and his wmmora was not confined to 
the living, but extended to the dead. They broke into the grand 
sepnlohre or maiuoleniD, in the pnblio sqoare, «hieh the Indiana 
hold BO aaored. Hera were deposited the remains of the anoes- 
tors of the oaoiqne, and of the great men of his tribe, and here 
were treasured up the trophies gaiaed over the people of Casqnii) 
in many a past battle. These trophies they tore down from the 
walls, and stripped the sepulohre of all its ornaments and tieas- 
uies. They then threw down the wooden coffins, in which were 
the remains of the dead, trampled upon the bodies, scattered 
aboat the bones, and wreaked upon them aU kinds of insnlts and 
indignities, in revenge for past injuries, which the deceased had 
inflicted npon their tribe. At the entrance of the sepnlohre wen 
the heads of many of their warriors, who had been slain in former 
battles, and which were here stuck on the ends of pikes as warlike 
trophies. These they took down, and bore away with tiiem, rft> 
placing them with the heads of the enemies they had massacred. 
They wonld have completed their triumph by setting fire to the 
sepnichre and the whole village, but were restrained by a fear of 
offending the governor. All these outrages were perpetrated 
before the Spaniards had reached the place. 

De Soto was much concerned at this ravage of his allies. He 
immediately sent Mtvoya to Capaha, to the island on which he 
had fortified himself, vrith profi'era of friendship. They were 
indignantly rejected ; and the governor learnt that the oaraqne 
was snmmoning all his warriors, and breathing vengeance. 

Finding every effort to conciliate the chieftain ft^tless, tita 
Sovemor determined to attack him in'.bis stronghold. Caaqnin 
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provided ftbore seyenty oanoea for the pnrpoM ; and in umaion 
of the islind vu mftde by tiro handrod Spaniard! and tluM 
thonaand ludutna. 

The iflknd TnJS ooTQred with a denie forest of trees and 
onderwood, and the oaciqae had fortified himself stronglj with 
hairicades. The Spaniards offeoted a landing vith great diffi- 
onlty ; gained the llrat barrier by hard fighting, and pressed on 
to the second, within whioh the women and children were ahel- 
tered. Here the warriors of Capaha fonght with redoubled fary, 
and etmck snob dismay into the people of Oasqnin, that thej 
abandoned their Spanish allies and fled to their eanoes ; nay, 
they would have carried off tho eanoes of the Spaniards alio, had 
there not been a oonple of soldiers in each, to guard them. 

The Spaniards, thns deserted by their pnaillanimoai aDies, 
mi being orerpowered by numbers, began to retreat in good 
order to thor oanoee. They wonld all, howeTer, hare been out 
off, had not Oapaha restrained the fnry of hia warriors, and sttf- 
fered them to regain the shore and embark nnmolested. 

This unexpected forbearance on the part of the savage chief- 
tain snrfirised the Adelantado. On the following day four prin- 
cipal warriors arrived on an embassy from Capaha. They eane 
with great ceremony ; bowed to the san, the moon, and the gor- 
emor ; but took no notice of Casquin, who was present, treating 
him with ntter contempt and disdain. In the name of thur 
caoiqnc, they prayed oblivion of the past, and amity for the 
fatnre, and declared that tJieir chieftain was ready to come in 
person and do homage. The general reoeived them with the 
ntmoit affability, assnred them of his friendship, and sent them 
away well pleased with their reception. 

Casqnin was vexed at this n^tiation, and would fain have 
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gpriouged the hoatilities between the Spaniuda and hii asmeot 
' enemies ; bat the govenior was aa mooli chonned with tlie frank- 
nesa and magnammity of one oaciqne, as he had been displeased 
with the oraft and omeltj of the other. He issued orders, 
forbidding an; one to injtue the natiTea of the preriuoe or thur 



In order to appease the goremor for the dastardly flight of 
hia warriors, Gasqain made him presenta of fish, together with 
mantles and sldsB of Tarions kinds ; and, moreoTor, brought hist 
ose of his daoghtera aa a handmaid. De Soto, howerer, waa 
not thorooghl; to be reoonciled. He permitted the oaciqne to 
remain with him, and to retain abont him a snffiaient number of 
Tasaala fbr his personal serrioe, bat obliged him to send home all 
hia warriors.* 

* GanalMo ds la Tega, lib. ir. c. 7, 8, •. PortogoeM TXtrnUn, & >4L 
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hiB tomtorios, with great olewDOU and intelligence. Wlien th« 
governs had ceased his interrogatories, and there was a ptraie, 
Capaha could no longer reattaia his Bmothercd indignation. 
Turning suddenly to his rival cacique, " Donbtleas, Caaqnin," sud 
he, " joa exnlt in having rerenged jmu past defeats ; » thing yon 
oottld narer have hoped or effected throngh yonr own forces. 
Yon may thank these strangers for it They will go, bnt wo shall 
remain in our own country as we weTe before. Fray to the sun 
and moon to send na good weather, then I" « 

The governor interposed, and endeavored to produoe a 
thorough reconciliation between the oaoiques. In deference to 
hin, Capaha repressed his wrath, and embraced his adversary ; 
bnt there were occasional glances between them that portended a 
fnttire storm, and the proud Capoha was constantly on the alert 
OS oil points of eeremoDy and precedence, ajid made Casqnin give 
way to his superior pratensionB. 

Tbe governor and the two oaeiqnes partook of a repast to- 
gether, after whieh the two yonsg and beantifol wives of Gapaha, 
who hod been captured, were brought to be restored to him. He 
received them with many acknowledgments of the generosity 
thus shown towards Itirn, and thra offered them as presents to the 
gOTeraor. On De Soto's deelining them, he begged him to accept 
them and give them to some of his officers or soldiers, or to wh<Hii 
he pleased,^ they could not be admitted agun into his honsehoM, 
nor remain in his territories. The governor, seeing that he oon- 
temned them, and considered them as dishonored, was persnaded 
to receive them imder his proteotion ; knowing the laws and eas- 
terns of these savages to be omel in the extreme, when the chas- 
tity of their wives was oonoemed.* 

" llie Ftrtngneeo historuui gaja,~that thesD beautiful fomnle* wen Um 
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In the town of Capahk, the SpftnUrdc found a gremt Torioty 
of shiuB of deer, panthers, boKTB, and vild cats. Of those thoy 
made garments, of which they stood in great need, many of them 
being nearly naked. They made moccaaons of deer-skins, and 
naed the bear-skins as cloaks. They found Indian backlers 
formed of buffalo hides, which the troops took poasesaion oC 

While quartered in the Tillage, they were abondantly snppliod 
with fish, taken from the B4jaMnt moat, which formed a kind c^ 
iner, into which incredible number^ entered from the Miasisnppi 
Among these was a kind called bagres, the head of which was 
one-third of jts bulk, and about its fins and along ita sides, it had 
bones as sharp as needles. Some of these caught in the Missis- 
sippi weighed from a hundred to a hundred and fifty pounds 
weight.* There was another fish, also, of a curious shape, hsT- 
ing a snout a cubit in length, the upper lip like a spade or peel :t 
neither of these two qteoies of ftsh had soalei. The Indians 
likewise brought a tsh oooasionally, as large as a hog, which had 
sereral rows of teeth above and below. 

•iiteri of the csoqae Capaha, and tliat he b^ged De Soto to aocc^ them 
and many tbem, w pledges of his affection. The one, be .added, mu callod 
Vnmnodie. and the other ModiilB ; both handaome end wall duped ; Mpe- 
cLiIly tbo Sortam, wbM* Ceatnrea were bMtitifiil, hai emateMUWa plearing, 
■ud Ler air mBJesti& We bare followed the accoinit of the hxm Qardlaw 
deUT^a. 

•Tbeeat-flob. 

t Thia qwde or palat-Ui U at jmad n me sa aemOj to ha met 
with ; bat wenu to bave baen peculiar to thie n^on. — Vide Flint'e Qeo- 
grapb; of the MLseUeippi, ToL L pL 128 and 1:9 ; NnttslTa Aibnsaa, p. 2fi4. 
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CHAPTER LXH 

TWO BOLIHSKS 0I8PAT0RD IN SEARCH or iU-T HID HOLD, AXD THX 
ACOOUItT THKT BROUGHT BACK — THB SPAtnARM ARRIVS AT QDI' 
OVATE — nSAX OATTAH REFCSEB TO rERFORH BIS DUXf, AMD WHAT 
DS SOTO DID THEREUPON. 

1B41. 

While in tli« teiritor; of GRj»luk, the gomnior gKthend iat^> 
gMoe from the iQctUns, that at »boat fort; leagoM disUitee, aBwng 
oertun nugss of UUs, there was mnoh aalt and also nmati of a 
jellowiah metaL As the anny was snffering for the waxt of salt, 
and stUl retained their eagemeea for gold, De Soto disptrtelied two 
traaty and inteUigent men, named Hernando de Silvera and Pe- 
dro Moreno, aooompanied by Indian goidefl, to visit this region. 
At the end of eWen days they returned, quite spent and half 
Sunished, having eaten notliing bnt green plums and green maiie, 
which they found in some sqnalid wigwams ; six of Uieit Indian 
ownpanioDs were laden with rook-nlt in natotal orystali, and ooo 
with copper. The country through which they had passed was 
sterile and thinly peopled, and the Indians informed the governor 
tiiat still ti^f^T to the north, the oonntry was almost nninhaluted 
on aooovnt of Hftteold. The bn&lo roamed there in eneh nnm- 
bers that the natives ooold not onltivate fields of maiae ; tbey 
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■abustod, therefore, by the ohase, And principally on the flesh of 
these wild anim&b.* 

Hearing this unfavortble acoonnt of the conntrj, and that 
there was no gold in that direction, De Soto retomed with hia 
army to the village of Casqnin, to strike from thence' westward ; 
for hitherto, ever since leaving Maavila, he had kept northward, 
to avoid the sea-f After Bojoaming five days in the village of 
Caaquin, he proceeded four days down along the bank of the river, 
through a fertUe and popnlons country, until be came to the pro- 
vince of Qnigaate, where he was well received. Keeping down 
the river for five days longer, he came, on the foortfa of Angnst, 
to the chief village of the province, called by the same name. 
Here he took up his qoartera during six days, in the house of the 
oaciqne. 

One night while lodged here, the governor was informed at 
midnight, that the treasurer, Juan Oaytan, who was allotted to 
the patrol at four in the morning, refdsed to perform his duty, 
giving his ofGoial station as an excuse. De Soto waxed wroth at 
this ; for this cavalier was one of those who had murmured at 
Hauvila, and had said that he would return to Spain or Mexico, 
as soon as they reached the ships. 

Leaving his bed, and sallying forth on the terraoe before the 
house of the caoiqne, which overlooked the village, the governor 
raised his voice until it resounded through the plaoe. " What is 
this, soldiers and captains?" eried he. "Do the mntineers still 
live, who, when in Mauvila, talked of returning^ Spain or Mex- 
ico 1 and do they now, with the excuse of being officers of the 
royal revenue, refuse to patrol the four hours that ^&11 to their 

• PDrtngoew Belatkn, & 24. f OanalaM de la T«ga, Ub. iv. a 11. 
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■lure? Why do yott d«siie to retTun to Sptinl — lutve yoa kA 
any hereditaij catktea that yon widi to enjoy 1 Why do you wiih 
to go to Mexico 1 — to prore the bueneu mA piuitlanimity of yonr 
spiritB ? That, having it in yonr power to become ehieftaini in a 
vast and noble country yoa liad diaoorered, yon preferred living 
dependents in a stranger's honse, and gneats at a stranger's table, 
rather than muntain honse and table of yonr own I What honor 
will this confer npon yon 7 Shame— shame on yoa I blnsh for yonr- 
Belvcs, and recollect that, officers of the royal treasnry or not, yon 
must all serve yonr sovereign I Presume not npon any rank yon 
may posaeaa ; for, be he who he may, I will take off the head of 
that man who refuses to do his dnty. And, to nndeceive yon, . 
know that whilst I Uve, no one shall leave this coontry until we 
have conquered and settled it. 

These words, uttered in a great rage, showed the canse of that 
moody melancholy which the governor had manifested ever since 
he left Mauvila. This ontbreak had a visible effect upon the sol- 
diery. They saw that their general was not to be trifled with, 
iitd they thenceforth obeyed his orders without mormnring. 
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CHAPTER in. 

THE B7ANIAKD9 AKKIVE AT OOLIOOA — PAB8 THROUGH THE mOT- 

tHoK OF PUJBmu, UTTo THE oonNTKT or the turicab— thb 

KAHNZa IN WmoH the KATIVX8 MADE BAI.T — ENTER THE 
PROVINCE OF TULA — ATTACK UPON AN INDLUt VILLAO»— 
STRUOQLE BETWEEN A SOLDIER AND FIVE WOKKR. 

lUl. 

From Qnigtiftte, De Soto etiaped his course to tlie northwest, ia 
search of a province called Coligoa, lying at the foot of mountains, 
beyond which he thought there might be a gold region. He was 
gnided hy a single Indian, who led the army for several days 
through dreary forests and frequent marshes, until they came to 
the village of Coligoa, on the margin of a small river. The 
natives, not being apprised of the eoming of the Spaniards, 
threw themselves into the river on their approach, and fled. 
The troopers pursued them, and took a number of prisoners of 
both sezea. In a few days the oaoiqne came to wait upon De 
Soto, bringing him a present of mantles, deerskins, and hides of 
the bison or buffalo, and informed him that alxiut six leagues to 
the northward, was a thinlj peopled oonntry, where vast herds 
of these wild bul&lo ranged ;* but that to the southward, then 
was a populous and plentifal province, called Cayaa. 

* lUi proriDce u loppoMd to hsTo been situated toirardi the Monsi tt 
An 8i FnaxM, cr the hills of Vhite Biver.— Tida ITuttaU'* ArkaoMU, p^ Mt. 
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The eamqne of Ooligok Atmishmg tlie SptnUrdB wiUi a goids^ 
they resmned their nuLroh, Btrikiog towftrda the south, uid aAer ft 
jonmej of fir« days, entered the proviuoe of PaliieiiM. The 
Oftoiciiie hftd fled, hut h^d left his dwelling famished uid mmnged 
in order for De Sota The waUa vere hung with deer-ikina, ao 
admirahly dyed and dressed, that they appeared to the eye like 
beautiful tapestry. The floor was likewise covered with similar 
fine skins.* 

They made hut a short halt in this jarovinoe, as the supply of 
nuuse waa scanty, and, pushing onward rapidly, in/ four days 
crossed the frontiers of the proTince of Cayas, and encamped on 
the hanks of a river near a Tillage called Tanioo-f 

The waters of thia river, and of as adjacent lake, wn» 
impregnated with salt ; so much so, as to leave a deposit in 
s the blue sand which bordered their shores. The Indians were 
aecastomed to collect this sand in baskets, wide above and nar- 
row below, which were suspended in the ur on a pole. Watw 
was then poured upon the sand, and draining throu^ it, fell into 
a vessel beneath, carrying with it the saline particles. The 
water was then evaporated by boiling, so as to leave the crystal- 
lised salt in the bottom of the pot. This the Indians used as as 
article of traffic, exchanging it with their nei^bors for skins aad 
mantles. 

The Spaniards were overjoyed at findii^ ss article of whidt 
they were so nrach in need ; they remained eigkt days nuking 
salt, and several who had sufi'ered excessively for the wast of it, 
indulged in it so immoderately as to bring on nudadies, and in 
some instances death. 

" Portugnew BeUtkn, c se. 

f Soppond to bare belcoged to Om tribe of ilw ^miaaa — Tide Nnttaiira 
p.M7. 
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Haring laid in k Urge snppl; of mit, thtry I 
joome;, and arriTing at the prvvinoe of Tola, marehed four daya 
tbroagh a wilderuesB, whan they halted about midday in a bean- 
tifnl plain, within half a league of the prinelpal viUage. In the 
afternoon, the governor set ont with a itetng party of hone and 
foot, to reoonuoitre the village. It waa seated in a plun betwixt 
two streams. On their approach, t^e inhabitants seised thur 
arms and sallied bravely forth, the women roshing to combat as 
fiercely as the men. 

The Spaniards soon drove them back, and entered the village 
fif^ting. The savages fought from house top to house top, dis- 
daining to ask for quarter, and struggling desperately to the 
death. During the conflict, a soldier entered one of the houses 
and escaped to an upper chanber, which was oned as a granary, 
where he found five women hid in one oomer. He made signs 
to them not to be alarmed, as he did not wish to injure them : 
his caution was nnneoessary, for they flew on him like so many 
mastiffs upon a bnlL In his struggle to shake them oS, he 
thrdst his leg, unto the very thigh, through the slight floor of 
reeds, so that he remained seated on the floor, at the mercy of 
thosa furies^ who, with biting and blows, were in a ftir way of 
killing him. Notwithstanding the strait he was in, the sturdy 
soldier was ashamed to call for snooor, because his ant«gonistB 
were women. 

At this moment, another soldier happened to enter below, 
and seeing a naked leg dangling through the ceiling, at first 
thouj^t it the Umb of an Indian, and nused his sword to give it 
a sweeping blow, when, observing it more narrowly, and heuing 
the clamor over head, he suspected the truth of the matter, and 
oalUng two of his companions, they asoended to the rescue of 
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tlieir oomnd«; bo fi«roe, bowvrer, wu the tniyat ike wtsnen, 
thKt sot oiM of tkem would ij^nit har hold upon tho soldier, until 
tbej wen all iImil 

At a Ute hoiir the goTernordrawoffliia men from th« Tillags, 
and rotnned to the eamp ; voxed at hftving been dnwn into m> 
unprofitable a battle, wherein bo many of bia foUowem were bedlj 
wounded.* 

* Tiwiagotae Bclatkn, c 2E, Sfl. OmoImo de la Vega, lib. ir. e. 11 



ji-vGooglc 



N Google 



Sas C0NQITE8T OF FLORIDA. 

oompreHod bf bandigea, from tiieir birtb until they mre nine or 
ten jtMiB of age. Their &ces, partioolarly their lips, inside and 
out, were hideoualf tattooed ; and their dispositions were in oni- 
' son with their dreadful aspects. 

Ob the fonrth night tliat the Spaniards were in the village, 
die Indians came in great numbers, and so silently, that before 
the sentinels perceived them, they burst upon the enoampmHtt in 
three different parts. Loud were the shouts, and great the con- 
fusion ; for, in the obscurity of the night, it was impoauble to 
distingnisb friends from foes. The Spaniards ehonted the names 
of the Virgin and Santiago, to prevent their wounding one 
another. The savages, likewise, shouted the name of Tola. Many 
of them, instead of bows and arrows, bad staves like pikes, two 
or three yards in length, which were new to the soldiers, and with 
which they gave very severe blows. 

Thus stubbornly ikey fought for more than an hour, and they 
did not retreat to the woods until day began to dawn. The Span- 
iards did not pursue them, but returned to the village to taks 
oare of the wonndod, ot which there were many, altbon^ thora 
were only four killed. 

After the battle, several of the Spuuards, as usual, were scat- 
tered about the field examiniDg the dead. Three foot soldiers and 
two on horseback were thus employed, when one of the former 
saw an Indian ruse his head from among the bushes and inutt«- 
diately oonoeal it agun. He gave the cry of Indians 1 Indians I 
The two men on horseback, thinking some of tlie enemy were 
coming in force, galloped off in different directions to meet tbnn. 
In tite meau time, the fool soldier who had -diHOvared the Indiaa 
among the bushes, ran up to kill him. 
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The sftTtgo, seeing h« could not escape, stepped forth maofiil- 
Ij to the enooanter, armed with a Spanish hattle-axe, which he 
had gained that morning in the village. Taking it in both hands, 
he straok the shield of the soldier, severed it in two, and badl; 
wounded his arm. The pain of the wound was so great and the 
blow BO violent, that the Spaniard had not strength to attack 
his foe. The Indian then rcuhed npon the otiier soldier who 
was coming up, struck his shield in the same manner, broke it in 
twain, wounded him likewise in the arm, and disabled him. One 
of those on horse seeing his companions so roughly handled, 
charged npon the Indian, who took shelter under an oak tree. 
The Spaniard, not being able to ride under the tree, drew near, 
and made several powerful thrusts at the Indian, but conld not 
reach him. The savage rushed out, brandished the battle-axe 
with both hands, struck the horse across the shoulder, and laid it 
open from the withers to the knees, so as to deprive him of the 
power of moving. 

At this moment, Qonialo Silvestre, who was on foot, came up. 
He had been in ao haste, deeming two foot soldiers and three 
honemen sufficient to manage one Indian. The latter, elated hj 
his Bucoess, advanced to receive him with great boldness. Grasp- 
ing the battle-aze in both hands, he gave a blow similar to the 
two first; but Silvestre was more guarded than, his companions. 
The weapon glanced over the shield and stuck in the ground. 
Silvestre, having the savage at advantage, gave him a diagonal 
blow with bis aword, which laid open his bee and breast, and en- 
tering his arm, nearly severed the wrist. The in&del, seizing the 
axe between the stomp and his other hand, with a desperate leap, 
made an attempt to wound the Spaniard In the &ce; but Silvei- 

15 
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in, agMB warding off the blow with his ihieU, gm him » twwp- 
Ibg ont aorow Hm waiat, that pawed throng hia naked body, and 
he fell dead, cat eompletely uimder.* 

* n« Bwa M^ ttat tha Vow mt m pomrfid, and the twocd ae h«^ 

tetbeSpamud, " Feaoe b« witli yan,* (qiiedale ea paa,) fell dead iktw» 
Uraa! Tha faat, a* bOd fa the tac^ b ariDcicnt^ ib«v fgc bafia£ 
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CHAPTER LXm 



tHB AXXT AKXIVB8 AT DTIAKaUH— THB OOVEKNOK SXTESIIINES TO 
WINTEK THKKS — ^PBEPAKATIOIfS ACCOItDUIO]:,T — DEATH OF JDAH 
OKTIZ, THE ISTXKPSETEK. 



Thb Spsniartla aojonrned in the Tillage of TnU twenty days, 
OTuing the 'woonded. During this time, they made many incor- 
dons is different parta of the prorinoe. Thej fonnd it very popn- 
lODB ; bnt, although they captured many of the inhabitants, it was 
impossible, either by presents or menaces, to aoqnire their friend- 
ship, or to bring them into obedience. So extreme was the fero- 
city of this tribe, that they were the dread of all their neighbors, 
who ased the name of Tnla as an object of norsety terror to their 
nnmly children. 

The army continoed their march in qnest of the province 
called Utiangue, or Antiamqne ; abont ten days' jonmey, or eighty 
leagues from Tola ; near which, the Indians said, there was a large 
lake, which the Spaniards hoped might prove an arm of the sea^ 
Five days of their jonmey was OTer a rough, moantainons oonti- 
try, closely wooded, where they fonnd a Tillage called Qnipana f 
bnt oonld take none of the inhalntants, the forests impeding tiie 
speed of thnr horses. 

* 8«7]Naed to be in Am cooitfy ot flw Kaj^awi, or Qo^awa. 
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After a. farther mnroh of a few daya tbej «it«red the provinee 
of Utiangue. It waa vei; fertile, with a Boattered bat warlike 
popnbtioa They were harasaed incessantly by amboMadea and 
skirmiahefl, bnt kept steadfastly on, nntil they reached the Tillage 
of Utiangae, from which the provinoe took ita name. It oonttun- 
ed nomerona well bnilt houses, and waa situated in A fine plain, 
wat«ed by a wide ranning rirer, the eame that paaaed throogh 
the provinoe of Gayaa.* It waa bordered by neadowa that afford- 
ed ozoellent paatnrage for the horaea. The town waa ahandoaed 
1^ ita inhabitants, excepting a few lingerers whom they made 
prisonera The hooses were well stocked with maixe, small beana, 
nnta, and pltuna. 

Ae the season was far advanced, Be Soto determined to win- 
ter here. He encamped in the centre of the village, bat apart 
from the houses, leat the Indiana ahoold set fire to them in the 
night He then set to work to fortify the plaoe. The groand 
that waa to be indoaed waa meaaured out, and a portion aaaigned 
to each, aooording to the number of slaves he owned. Thoa every 
one had hia task, and worked with emuUtioD, the Indians bring- 
ing the wood ; and in three days the village was surrounded by 
atrong palisades, driven deep into the ground, and &stened 1^ 
thwart pieces. 

In ad^tion to the ample supply of proviuona found in the 
village, the Spaniards foraged the eunoanding conntry, which wa« 
vary fertile, and brought in abundance of maiie, dried &uits, and 
various kinds of grun. They were extremely suooessful, also, m 
the ehaae ; killing great quantities of venison. The provinoe, 
moreover, abounded, to an unusual degree, with rabbits, of whiok , 
they found two species ; one of the usual siae, the other as Uige 
* Suppowd to be Iba Admna 
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ud stroog M & hare, ud mnoh &tter. TbeM the Indkna wen 
MMXutomed to enmre with ranning aoosea. 

The OMiqne of the proviitoe Hnt meesengen from time to 
tiine, with presents, ftnd promises of fneadly serrice, but never 
made hia appearanoe. His mesaengera, also, always came at 
night i and,*after delivering their meeaage loitered about the oamp, 
noticing the man, horses, and weapons, nntil it became evident 
tltey only oame aa spiea The governor, therefore, gave oiden 
that no Indian messenger should be admitted at night; and one^ 
persisting to ent«r, was killed by a sentinel ; which put in end 
to all embassies of the kind. 

The Spaniards, however, were often waylud and assaulted, 
when out on foraging or hnoting parties, but gave good aooonnt 
of their assailants. 

The winter was severe, with great falls of snow. Atone time 
the Spaniards were blocked up for upwards of a month, nntil at 
last firewood began to fail them. Upon this, Se Soto turned 
out with all the horse, and, by riding backward and forward, 
made a track from the oamp to a forest, about two bow-shots dis- 
tant. This enabled the men to go thither and cut fuel.* 

Upon the whole, though the weather was severe, yet, having 
good quarters, and fuel and food in abundanoe, the Spaniards 
passed the pleasantest winter they had experienced in the course 
of their expedition ; and enjoyed their present ease, and oomfort, 
and abundance, with the greater aest, from the fii^tiul hard- 
ships and disasters they had experienoed. 

During their residence in this village, Juan Ortia, the inter- 
preter, died. His death was a severe loss to the eervloe ; as he 
had, tiurongbout the expedition, served as the stain oigan of 
• Ftirtiiguese Nanatire, <; 27. 
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oammniuMition between tbe Spuiurds uid tbe natiTes. It it 
trtu, that, eren tritli his aHiatuioe, these oommanicatioiu mm 
ortremely imperfoot, and snhjeet to numj erron and miBinter- 
pretationa. Joan OrtU was acquainted merely with the Ian* 
gwige of the Indiaiia in the neighborhood of Espiritn Santo; 
whereas, in the march of the army, they were oontinnaDy passing 
throngh new proTinoes, with each its particolar tongne. It was 
neoaiBaTy, tiierefore, to hare an Indian from almoat every tribe, 
as an interpreter ; whioh rendered their mode of oommnnioation 
awkward in the extreme. 

In treating with a caciqne, the w»rd given by the governor 
to Joan Ortii, was passed from month to month of perhaps d|^t 
or ten Indians, of different tribes, before it reached the person 
to be addressed ; and the reply was transmitted in the same te- 
dions method to the governor. Informatioii, also, oonoeming any 
new region or any distant pUce, bad to be oolleoted in the same 
manner ; snbjeot to perversions and miennderatandings in the 
oonrsc of its transmission. 

Henee arose eonUnotl errors among the Spaniards, as to the 
oonntry and its inhatntants, which often bewildered Aem in 
their wanderings, and doubtless led to many sangninary affiurs 
with the natives, which a proper understanding of each other 
might have prevented. 

The death of Joan Ortii increased these disadvantiges tea- 
fold. Henceforth they had no other interpreter, throogh whom 
to eonununioate in the first instanoe with the natives, hst th« 
yonng Indian brought Arom Cofachiqni. He, however, had ao- 
qnired bnt an imperfoot knowledge of the Spanish langtu^^ and 
was defioient in tiie sagacity, tiie general information, and Tariad 
experience which had distii^uished Joan Ortis 
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CHAPTER LXXm. 

OHANOB IN THE TIEWa AND K.AN8 OT IX KTO HR TOUn HIl 

STZPS TOWAKD8 TKI MUSUSIFPI — ^A KLDDEK DROmXD IH AI^ 
TEHFTINQ' TO OSOSa A LAKB — THE ■PimARJ)B 7A38 TKS.OUOH 

7SE fsDvmcE OF Aim.co— Hosnu beabhto of ibs caoiqus 

AKRIVAI. AT OUACHOTA. 

lUS. 

The feelings uid viem of Henundo De Soto li»d mmttly m- 
dergone a ehanga Tlie Koger wliioh had indooed him Bo nd- 
denlj to alter his plans at Uairrila, and torn his back abrnptly 
on the sea, had gradnally Bobuded. His hopei <tf finding a 
golden repou were faat Ming away. He had kwt nearly half of 
his tioops by fighting and by skfaiesfl, and by hardahipa of Tari- 
01U kind)! ; the j^vater part of hit horaeo, too, had been slun or 
had perished ; of tbe reudoe, many wen lame, and all bad been 
without ilioea for above a year, tbr want of iron. He waa daily 
more and more aeneiUe also, of the loss he bad ssstuned in the 
death of Jttan Ortis. The young Indian of 0(Aohiqai, who too- 
oeeded htm as interpreter, made oontinnal blunders as to the ao- 
eonnta of the eonntry, the riTers, rootea, and diitaneea, and there 
was danger, through his misinformation, that the army might be 
led into difficolties, and become perplexed and lost in tbe TSft 
and trsoklew wilderness they bad to traTene. 
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Bitterly noir did De Soto repent his Iwving abandoned his 
ori^nal pUn of joiaing his ships, and founding a settlement in 
the Bay of AchnaL He wu too far from the sea to attempt 
reaohiog it now by a direct march ; but he resolTed to give orev 
his wandering in the interior, and make the best of liis way to 
tlie MiBsiBsippi. Here he wonid choose some suitable village on 
its banks fi>r a fortified post ; eetaUish himself there ; build two 
brigautines, in which some of hia moat eonfidential followers might 
descend the river, earry tidings of his safaty to his wife and 
friends in Cuba, and procure reinforcements of men and horses, 
together with flocks, herds, seeds, snd erery thing else necessary 
to eolonise and secure the posseesion of tho vast and fertile 
country he had ovormn.* 

As soon as the spring was Bnffioiently advanoed, therefore, 
De Soto broke up his winter cantonment at Utiangue, and set 
out in a direction for the Bio Gnnde, or UississippL He had 
Teoeived intelligenoe of a Tillage called Aniloo, situated on a 
great river which emptied into tlie Mississippi ; and towards tliat^ 
village he shaped his course. 

After leaving Utiangne, he sojonmed for ten days in the pro- 
vince of Ayas, at a village situated on the same river whieb 
passed by Cayas and Utianguct In this time, a boat was eon- 
atnioted, in which they all passed the river, but were detuned 
four days on its banks by snow and bad weather. They then 
joomeyed for three days through a low country, ent up l:^ t»- 
Tines, and perplexed with swamps. It was toilsome marching 
for tho foot-soldiers. As to the troopers, they were always to 



* PortogueM Relatkn, c. S8. QaitilaM de la Tega, Ub. v. p. L a •, 
tSivptHedtobeOwA' 
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the stiimp, •onwtimM to tlie Iciimh, in water, uid now and than 
they wore obliged to swim their horses. 

At a town called Tnltolpina, thejrware (dieaked in their march 
aby a lake, whioh emp^ed itself into a rirer. The waters wwa 
hij^ and taiholoit Be Soto ordered one of his oaptuna to em- 
berk in a eanoe witii An nun, and oross the lake. The impetuoss 
oorrent orertomed the frail bark : some nen elong to it, othws 
to the trees that were standing in the water ; hat one, FraneiBoo 
Bastian, a Spaniard of rank, was tmfortnnately drowned. Da 
Soto then MBj^l to find a nmto along the borders of the lake, 
bat in vain. At length, at the Bngg«tion of two Indians of Tnl- 
telpina, he caused light rafta to be nude of reeds, and the wood 
work of the honms, and in this way transpwted the army aoroas.* 

Urging their way forward, the Spaniaids now reaohad tiie pn>- 
linee of Anilco, and penetrated abont tliirty leagnei, passing 
sereral yUligee, nntil they reaobed the prinapal one, which gare 
its name to the proTincft It was sitnated In a ahampaign oonntry, 
on the banks of a river, and contained about fonr hundred spaeions 
houses, built round a square. The residence at the caoque, aa 
usual, was posted on a high artificial mound. The ooustry was 
SO well peopled, that there were several odier villages in a^i^ 
and there waa such abundance of muie, of fmita, and pulse, of 
various kind^ that the Spaniards pronounced it the most fertile 
and populous country they had met with, exeepting Cosa and 
Apalachee. 

On the approach of the Spaniards, tlie inkattttants made some 
show of resistance, and skirmlahed slightly ; but it was only to 
eover the retreat of their wives uid children across the river, on 
lafts and canoes. Some few were taken before they oosldenbaric 



IS* 
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Many more w«re found in the TilUge, who had not bem able to 
eBotvpe. 

goon after the governor had taken np his qnartsTB in the Til- 
lage, an Indian of distinotion, attended by a few others, eame to - 
him, in the name of -the oaciqne, with a present of a mantle of 
martin skins and a string of large pearls. De Soto gave the prin- 
inpal Indian of the embaes; a eolUr of mother of pearl, and 
aome other trinkets, with which he went awa; apparentlj well 
satisfied. The negotiation, whiob opened thus faTorablj, ended in 
nothing ; and the ambassadors proved to have been mere epiea, 
sent to observe the foroo of ^e strangera. The oaoiqne eoold 
not be indnoed to ent«r into friendly intereoorse, treating all 
messengers sent to him with great hanghtineBS, and giving various 
ugns of determined hostility. 

The river that ran by the village of Anilco was the same that 
passed by Cayas and Utiangne ; and De Soto was informed, that 
at no great distance it emptied itself into the MiBsiesippL* Near 
to the oonflnenoe of the two streams, he was told, there was sit- 
uated on the banks of the Hissisnppi a large village, called 
Gnaefaoya, the capital of a popnlons and fmitfitl provinoe of the 
same name, the oaidqae of whiob was continually at war with the 
oMef of Aniloo. 

De Soto detennined to proceed to this provinoe, in hopes that 
the sea mi^ lie at no great distance from it. At any rate, the 
village of Gnachoya might prove an advantageons site for the 
building of his brigantines, and the oantonment of Ids troops. 
As soon, therefore, as canoes could be proonred, and rafts eon- 
stmoted, to cross the river opposite the village of Aniloo, the army 
resumed its march, over a hilly, nninbabited oonntry, and In four 
* The [ivar b SDppoMd to be the fii^aiais 
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dftya arrind at the Tillage of Goaohoja. It ooDtiuned about three 
hundred houses, and was situated about a bow-shot from the Mis- 
ussippi, on two oontignoos hills, with a email interrening plain, 
that serred as a public square. The whole was fortified by pali- 
sades. The inhabitanta had fled across the Hisaissippi in their 
eanoes, taking with them moat of their effects ; but Juan de 
ABasco foraged the neighborhood, and brought in a great supply 
of maue, beans, dried frnifai, and cakes made of pressed plums, 
or pernmmons. 
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and doMd their midb, aod makiDg other rigsB of Tsneration, 
Minted the oMiqoe with T&rioua pfaiues of the nme pnrport— 
Hkj the earn goard fon — may the son be with yoo-^oaj Um aoa 
■bine upon jon — defend 700 — proeper 70a, and the like i each 
' oiM Attend Uw phrate that cams first to mind, and for a afawi 
time there wu a universal mvrmnring of these oompUmente* 

The Spaniarda were snrpriaed to obserra among these rode 
MTagM the aaine kind of oeremoniali whioh were used <»i thii 
nuiple ooeasion by die moat poliahed nativeB of filorope ; and the 
gOYeriKH: taming to his ofioera, sud, soulingljr, " Xoo see tho world 
ia ever; wh«« the same " 

The eaoiqne ate at the goremor'i table. His Indians remain- 
ed in attendance, and wonld not go to their own repast until he 
bad flniahed, aMtoo^ repeatadlj invited. They titen dined in 
the qnarteia, where a general re^t was provided. The oaciqne 
lodged ia a part of his own dwelling, with a few of his own attend- 
ants; his warriors, at snnset, croaung to the opposite aide of 
tbe riTer and retnmiiig in the morning This they eontinned to 
do while the Spaniards remuned in the village. 

One of the fiiat qneations that De Soto had asked of the ca- 
eiqoe was, whether he knew any thing of the sea. Gnaohoya, how- 
arer, professed utter ignoranoe ot any such great body of water ; 
his knowledge of the eonntry down to the river, did not extend 
beyond a great province called Qnignaltanqni ; the eadqoe i^iere- 
(^ be said, was the greatest chieftain in all these parts. 

The goveroor snspeoted his ignoranoe to be feigned, and ao- 

ooi^gly dispatdied Jnan de AKaaeo, with eight troopers, to 

explore the oonrse of the river, and ascertain whether the sea ms 

OMr. De ABaeco returned after eight days' abaenoe, in all whioh 

* QaidlMo ds la Yegt, p. i, lib. v. e. 1. 
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time, be bad not been able to adTanoe abors fifteen leagnes, on 
acoonnt of tbe great windings of the river, and the Bwamps and 
toneota wi^ which it was bordered.* 

This informatioB determined De Soto to build two brigantines 
at Onachoja, and to fonnd bia projected settlement between tiut 
plaoe and Aniloo, in a fertile oonntrj, where snppliea were eaoilj 
to be had. In thii oettlement it was hie intention to remun, nntil 
the brigantinee sbonld retnm with reinforoements and eappliea. 
To enable him to pnrane these plans without molestation, it was 
important ftir him to oonoiUate the friendahip of the oaciqne Anil- 
oo, whose territoriea lay adjacent, and who wonld be enaUed 
to render him mnoh aseistanoe, if an ailj, and great anuojance, if 
an enemy. 

The caciqne Gnaohoja, finding enfaomething of the goremor's 
inolinations, adyis^ him to return to the prorinoe of Anilco, of- 
fering to aooompany and aid him with lua people. Aa he wonld 
hare to recrou the river that ran by the Tillage of Anileo, and 
threw itself into the IdisusBippi, the oaclqtie ofiered to supply 
eighty large, and nnmerona small oanoes. These canoes wonld 
hare to proceed Mren leagues along the Hissiasippi, to the month 
of the river Anilco, np which they wonld aaoend to tbe village ; 
the whole distance being twenty leagues of navigation. Heaj^ 
time the goveruOT and cacique, with their forces, would prooeod 
by land, so as to arrive opposite the village at the same time with 
the canoes. 

Arrangements were made accordingly. As soon as the canoes 

were ready, four thousand Indian warriors embarked in them, 

beside the rowers ; with these, the governor sent Oaptun Jnan do 

Guenum uid his company, to have command of the canoes, and 

' P<ctqgaeM Belatiwi, e. 99. 
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keep tba Indians in order. Tbree days vera allowed them for 
tlie TO jage. 

At the Bune time that the canoe* departed, the goremor set 
oot by land witli his troopa, aocoinpanied by tba oaaiqne, at the 
bead of two thonsand warriorB, beaide those who carried prori- 
siona. 

The two expeditions arrired aafelj at the time appointed, 
opposite the Tillage. The caciqne of Anilco was absent, but the 
inhabitaiitfl of the plaoe made a stand at the pass of the rirar. 
Nnfio Tobar fell Airioaslj npon tbem with a party of horse. Eager 
for the fight, they abarged so heedlessly, that eaoh trooper fonnd 
himself snrronnded by a band of Indiana. The poor savages, how- 
erer, were so panio-strieken, that tiiey turned their baii^ upon 
the Tillage, and fled in wild disorder to the forests, amid the 
sbonts of the pnrsners, and the ahrieka and ories of the women 
and obildren." Gnaohoya now gave foil sway to his thirst for 
vengeanoe i for, in his whole alliance with the Spaniards, and hia 
adyioe to the general to revisit this prorinoe, he bad been aetn- 
ated, like Casajnin, by a secret desire to revenge bhnsetf upon an 
ancient enemy. The province of Aniloo and that of Gnaohoya 
were in continual hostility ; but the former had, for some time, 
had ^ho advantge, and had brought off many trophies giuKed in 
ambush, surprises, and midnight marauds ; the mode in which the 
savages carried on their warfare. 

On entering tbe conquered village, the first thought of the 
warriors of Gnachoya, was to attack the sepnlcbrea of the ca- 
oiqnea. They displaced the heads of their countrymen stuck up 
found the gate, replacing them with those of the enemy. They 
stripped the sepnlohre of all the trophies, of scalps, and bannen, 
■ Portapwn Nuiatm^ e. IV. 
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tok«ii fitaa dM B&tian in battla ; oarried off all the nli«a and or- 
namenta of the dead, threw down their eoffina, and Boattered about 
their booes, at had been done on a former oeoaoion. Xhen, rang- 
ing through the Tillage, they maoaaored all thej met, being ehi^y 
idd men, women and ohildnn, inflioting tiie moat horrible bar- 
barities. 

In all thia they aeted in aaA fniy and haate^ that the nu*- 
oUef was e&aeted almost before Do Boto was aware of it He 
pat aa end to the oamage aa speedily as poesibU ; reprimanded 
the oaoiqne severely, forbade any one to set fire to a honse, or in- 
Jnro an Indian, nnder pain of death, and hastened to leave the 
Till^e ; taking eare that the Indian allies ritoald be tlie first to 
pass the rivar, and none remain behind to do mischief 

His preoanUons were all ineffectoaL He bad soaree dis- 
embarked and marobed a leagne, vriien, on looking back, he saw a 
^reat smoke arising from the village, and found that several of 
the honaee were in flamea. In fact, the warriors of Goachoya, 
being deterred from open hontility, had secretly plaoed eoals 
among the straw roo& of the honsee. These, being paiohed with 
the snmmer heat, easily took fire, and sprang into a blase. 

The governor wonld have returned to extingaish the flames, 
bnt at this instant he saw many Indians of the neighborhood mn- 
ning towards the village ; so, leaving it to their eare, he oontinned 
his march, deeply annoyed at having his friendly intentions to- 
wards Anilco thus defeated, bnt concealing bis anger, lest Iw 
sboold likewise make an en^ny of his crafty ally.* 

' GbtoImo de U V^a, P. i. lib. r. e. t. Eeiren, Deead tu. lA. v£. 
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CHAPTER rav. 

DtmoDLTIEa WITH THB CACIQUE OF QUIQUALTANqm — U.LIfKS8 AND 
DEATH OF DE SOTO. 

Ok taking up Ms qiurten again in the village of Goachoya, the 
governor set to work, with his nsnal energy and peiscveranoe, to 
construct the two brigantines. He ordered the neoessarj timber 
to be ont ; collected all the ropes and corda^ that he conld find 
in the village or the neighborhood, to serve for rigging ; employed 
the Indians to gather for him roflin and gums from pinea and 
other trees ; and cansed all the spikes and nails saved from the 
old piragoas, put in order, and an additional quantity made. He 
had already, in his own mind, selected from among his most faith- 
fol and triBty followers, the ofBcera and men who were to embark 
in the expedition ; with the residue of his army, amounting to 
about five hundred men and fifty horses, he intended to await 
their return. While, therefore, he niged the building oS the brig- 
antines, he cast his eyes about in search of some plentiful re^os, 
where he could be sure of enbeistenoe for his army, dniing the 
absence of the envoys. 

Having heard much conoeming the fertility of the great pro- 
vince already mentioned, named Qaignaltanqni, which lay on the 
opposite side of the Mississippi, he sent a party of horse and foot 
to explore iL The river here wm about a mile in width, seven- 
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teen fothomB deep, and very rapid ; hanng both shores thieklj 
inhabited.* Collecting all the oanoes of the village, and fasten- 
ing the larger ones two and two together, he caused the horses to 
be passed over in them, while the infantry ctoeeed on the others. 
They Roonred the prorinoe of Qnigualtanqni, and riaited many 
hamlets, and especially the principal one, immediately oppoute 
to Chiaohoya, ooaUining five handred honses. ETeiy where, how- 
ever, the habiUtioni were deserted; the inhabitants haTiog fled, 
or hid themselTes. The scouting party, therefore, returned, with- 
out harii^ effected any thing, bat with glowing aooonnta of the 
fertility and evident populoosness of the province. 

These fiivorable reports determined Se Soto to cross Uie river 
with his troops, as soon as the brigantines should be dispatched, 
and to establish his head-qnarters in the chief town of Qoignal- 
tanqni ; there to pass the annuner and winter that most intervene 
before the return of his envoys. 

To his infiaite chagrin, however, a violent hostility was mani- 
fested on the part of the oaciqoe Quignaltanqni. That cfaiefbun, 
who was of a haughty character and of great power, was extremely 
tenacious of his territorial sway. He was incensed at the inroad 
of the Spanish seonting party, and sent messengers to De Sot(^ 
swearing by the sun and moon, to wage a war of extermination 
on him and his people, should any of them dare again to put foot 
within his boundaries, t 

At an earlier date a message of this kind would have been 
answered by Be Soto by an inroad iuto the cacique's dominions ; 
but his epirits were gradually failing him. He had brooded OT^ 
his past error, in abaodoniDg the sea-coaat, until he was sick at 

* Fwtu^aM Relation, c 39. 

f .iiauo <k Cumcoa.— GsroilaM da k T«g% P. L lib. r. & A. 
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iaaxt ; and u 1m saw the perils of hie eitiution iaor«wag, sew 
tnd powerfnl enemies oontiniuUy BpringiDg op uound him, while 
hia soant; foroe ma djul; diminiiihiiig, he beoame anxi<nu fra 
the pneemtiou of the reeidue of hie foUowen, ud to avoid all 
Auther war&re. He sent an Indian messenger, therefore, to the 
ehieftain, inriting him to friendship. He aTwIed himself of an 
Indian saperstition with respect to himMl^ uid informed the 
diieftain that he was the son of the son ; the luminary whioh the 
natiTes professed to wonhip. That, as anoh, he had reoeired the 
homage of the oaoiqnes of all the prorinoes through iriiioh he 
had passed. He inrited Qnigoaltanqoi to eome and pay him like 
nTerenoe; pTomisiogtotake him intoeBpecial&TOr,and to reward 
him with inestimable gifts. 

In the mean time, the melanoholy which had long preyed npOB 
the spirits of De Soto, the incessant anxiety of mind and Atigne 
«f body, added perhaps to the inflnenoe of olimate, brongbt on 
a slow ferer, which at length oonfined him to his bed. 

In the midst of his JllDess, he reeeived a reply, by his own 
meseengar, from Quigoaltanqni That hanghty caciqne obeerred 
that if what he pretended were tine, an^ be was really the son of 
the snn, be might prove the fact, by drying np the great river ; 
in whioh oase be should be ready to etme over and pay him ho- 
mage. If he oould not do so, he mnst know that Qoigaaltanqai, 
being the greatest ohiefiaiii in the land, visited nobody ; bnt re- 
ceived visits and tributes from all If, therefore, be wished to 
see him, he most otobs the river to hia oonntry. If be oame as a 
friend, he shonld be received as such; if aa an enemy, he would 
find him and his men ready for battle, and resolved never to yield 
an inch of ground.* 

• ForfaynMe Bdatkn, c S9i 
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This bnuiting reply rexed the epirit of De Soto, and ang- 
mented his nwladj. It wu still more irritated bj the infomution 
tiut thfl oaoiqne was endeavoring to form a leagae of all the 
neighboring ehieftaina agunst him ; and he dreaded that some 
now disaater* might ooonr to delay if not defeat his pUos. From 
his sick bed, howerer, he maintained his osnal Tigilance for the 
safety of his army. The sentinels were doubled, and a ri^d 
watch maintained. Bach aight the oavatry mounted guard in the 
Bobaibe of the Tillage/witb bridle in hand, ready for action ; while 
two troopers were oonstantly np«i the patrol, alternately visiting 
tite outposts, and detachments of orosft-bow men kept watoh upon 
the river in oanoes.* 

The sehemes and labors and anxieties of De Soto, however, 
were rapidly drawing to a olose ; day by day his malady increwwd 
upon him, and his fever rose to such a height, that he felt con- 
vinoed bis last hoar was at hand. He prepased for death wiUi 
the steadfostneea of a soldier, and all acoonnts agree, with tho 
piety of a devout Catholia 

He made his will almost in cipher, for want of soffident 
paper : then calling together thcoffieora and soldiers of most note, 
he nominated, as his successor to the titles and oommands of 
go^^raor and oaptun general of the kingdom uid provinces ot 
Florida, Luis de AfoBoi»o de Alvarado; the same, whom, in the 
province of Ghicasa, he had deposed from the office of master of 
the camp ; and he charged them, on the part of the emperor, and 
in consideration of the qualities and virtues of Luis de Moseoso, 
to obey him in tlie above capacities, until other orders should be 
received from govemmeot. To all this he required them to take 
an oath with due form and solemnity. 

• PwtagMM Belatkis «■ <>■ 
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When this wu done, tlia djing obieftain called to him, by two 
and two, and three and three, the moat uoUe of bia army, and 
after them he ordered that the soldiery shonld enter, twenty and 
tiMDty, and thirty and thirty, and of all of them he took hii laat 
fiurewell, with great tendemass on his own part, and many tears 
on theirs. He charged them to oonvert the nativei to the Oatholio 
Uth, and to angment the power of the crown of Spun, being him- 
aelf out off by Meath from the aooompUahment of these great aims. 
He thanked them for the affection and fidelity which they had 
erinoed, in fearlessly following his fortunes through snob great 
trials, and expressed bis deep regret that it was not in his power to 
show his gratitude, by rewards such as they merited. He begged 
the forgiTeness of all whom he had offended, and finally, entreated 
them, in the most affectionate manner, to be peaceful and loving 
to one another. Hie forer raged violently, and continued to in- 
crease until the seventh day, when, having eonfessed bis sins with 
much humility end contrition, he expired.* ^ 

Thus died Hernando So Soto ; one of the boldest and the 
tnavest of the many brave leaders who figured in the first dis- 
eoTeries, and distinguished themselves in the wild war&re of the 
Western World. How proud and promising bad been the com- 
aaeaoement of his career I how humble and hapless its close I 
Gut off in the very vigw and manhood of his days, for he was 

* * He died,' laid the Inea OardliLM) de la Vega, in hit Chronicle, " like 
a Oalbolie Chtiatiaii, imploring mercy of the mint Holy Trinitj ; relying on 
the protedioa ot tha blood of Jeuu Chiiit our Lonl, and the interceuian of 
the Vi^in, lud of all the Celeatial Court, and in the fiiith ot the Roman 
Ctmrch. 

" With thne vordi, repeatii^ them many tim«B, resigned hU eool to Ged 
tfaia magoBiumoas, and Derer-^anquered cavalier, worthy of great dignitiaa 
and titles, and deeorring a better hialorian Ihan ■ rude iDdian.' 
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bat forty-two ywn old wlien he oKpired ; paruhing in % Htntng* 
and MTBge land, unid the din and tomalt of a camp, and nith 
neralj a few rough Boldien to attend him ; for nearly all irere 
engaged in ibe prepantioni making for thor ewape in this peal- 
ona Rtnatioa 

Hernando De Soto waa well oaleoUtad to oommand the inde- 
pendent and duTalrio s^rita of whioh lua arm; waa oompoaed ; 
for, while hia ideaa of military diaapline were very atriet, and he 
paniahed ererj hreaeh of military duty, all other oAneea he 
•aaily pardoned. No one waa more prompt to notioe and reward 
all nldier-)ik4 merit. He ia aaid to have been eonrteooB and en- 
gaging in his mannera, patient and peraeTering nnder diSonltiet, 
aneonragtng hia foUowera by hia qniet endnranoe of aolferinf^ In 
hia own penon^ he waa valiant in the extreme, and of anoh vigor 
ef arm, that wbererer ho paaaed in batile, he is uid to hare hewn 
himaelf a lane through the thiokeat of the anemy. Some of hia 
luogtaphera 4ave aocnaed him of emdty towarda the poor In- 
diana ; but, aooording to the Inoa'a aooonnt, we find him, in gen- 
eral, hnmane and menifol ; atrinng to oonoiliate the natirea by 
preaenta and kind meanagea, and only reaorting to Tiolmt meana 
where the aafety of hinuelf and followen were at stake. A strik- 
ing oontraat to his hnmanity, In this respect, will be preamted in 
the oondnot of liis snooeasor, Lnia de HosDoso. 
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Tac Aea& of the gorernor left his followers orerwhelmed with 
grief J the; felt as if made orphans b; his loss, fbr thej looked 
up to him as a &ther : and they sorrowed the more, beoaose they 
oonld not gire him a proper lepnlture, nor peribrm the solemn 
obseqiues doe to the remains of a captain and eommander so 
mnoh beloved and honored. 

The; feared to bnry him pnhliolj, and with beooming eere- 
aosials, leat the Indians should disoorer the place of his inter- 
ment, and shonld ontrage and insult his remains, as they had 
done those of other Spaniards ; tearing them from their gnves, 
dismembering them, and hanging them piecemeal from the trees. 
If they had shown sooh indignities to the bodies of the common 
soldiers, how much greater wonld they inflict npon that t4 their 
gOTemoi and eommander I Besides, De Soto had impressed them 
with a Teiy exalted opinion of his pmdenoe and valor ; and the 
Spaniards, therefore, dreaded, lest finding oat the death of their 
leader, they might be indooed to iwrolt, and fall npon their hand- 
ful of troops." 

* PwlDgMsa Bdatkm a ML 
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For theae reasoDs, they baried him. in the dead of night, vith 
Hntineb poBted to keep the natives at a distance, that the sad 
oerenuiny might be safe from the obserratiim of their spies. The 
place chosen for his aepultiu'e, ma one of man; pits, broad and 
deep, in a plain, near to the village, from whenoe the Indiana had 
taken earth for their buildings. Here he was interred, in silence 
and in secret, vith many tears of the priests and oaraliers, vho 
were present at his mournful obsequies. The better to deceive 
the Indians, and prevent their suspecting the place of his inter- 
ment, they gave oat, on the following day, that the governor was 
recovering from his malady, and, monntiug their horses, they as- 
sumed an appearance of rejoicing. That all traces of the grave 
might be lost, they caused much water to be sprinkled over it, 
and upon the surrounding plain, as if to prevent the dust being 
raised by their horses. They then scoured the plain, and galli^ 
ed about the pits, and over the very grave of their eommander ; 
but it was difficult, under this cover of pretended gayety, to oon- 
oeal the real sadness of their hearts. 

With all these precautions, tbey soon found out ihat the In- 
dians suspected, not only the death of the governor, but the place 
where he lay baried ; for, in passing by the pita they woold stop, 
look round attentively on all sides, talk with one another, and 
make sign with their ohins and their eyes toward the spot wher« 
the body was interred. 

The Spaniards perceiving this, and feeling assured that the 
Indians would search the whole plain nntil they found the body, 
determined to disinter it, and place it where it would be seonre 
from molestation. No place appeared better suited to the pur- 
pose than the Mississippi; but first they wished to ascertain 
whether there was sufficient depth to hide the body efiaotoaUy, 
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Acoordingly, Jn&n Ae Atlaaco, and other officers, taking with 
them & mariner, embarked one evening in a canoe, nnder the pre- 
tence of fishing and amusing themaelvea ; and, sounding the river 
where it w&a a quarter of a lengua wide, they found, in the mid- 
ohannel, a depth of nineteen fathomB. Here, therefore, thej de- 
termined to deposit the body. 

As there was no stone in the neighborhood wherewith to sink 
it, thej cut down an evergreen oak, and made an excavation in one 
side, of the aiie of a man. On the foUowtog night, with all the 
silence poaaible, thej disinterred the hodj, and placed it in ths 
trunk of the oak, nailing planks over the aperture. The rastie 
coffin waa then conveyed to the centre of the river. The hooded 
prieata and steel-clad cavaliers gathered round the remains of the 
chief who had led them through all their perilous wanderings, and 
at the still hour of midnight they committed the body to the 
stream, watohing it sink to the bottom through scalding tears, 
and commending anew the soul of the good cavalier to Heaven, 
they sadly worked their way back to the riiore. " The discoverer 
of the MiBsiasippi slept beneath its waters. He had crossed ft 
large part of tha continent in search of gold, and found nothing 
so remarkable as his burial place."* 

The Indians, soon peroeiving that the governor was not with 
the army, nor buried, as they had supposed, demanded of the 
Spaniards where he was. The general reply prepared for the oc- 
casion, was, that God had sent for him, to communicate to him 
great things, which be waa commanded to perform, as soon as he 
should return to earth. With this answer, the Indians remained 
^parently oontentf 

• 0»rcil«o de la Vega, P. L Lib. W. c 8. 

f Alonio de CBrmona md Juan CoIm. QardlBgo de la V^a, F. L lA. v. 
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The OMtqne, howeTer, vbo beliercd hhn to be detd, eent two 
hM>^t<Tm' young Indiuu to Moskmo, with the message, that it 
iras the eostom of his oountrj, when any great prince died, to pat 
to death Bome persons to attend him, and serre him on his joomey 
to the land of spirits ; and for that purpose, these young men 
presented themselvea. Luis de Hoseoso replied, that the gorer- 
aor was not dead, but gone to heaTen, and had chosen some' d his 
Chnstian foUowera to attend him there ; he therefiire prajed Qua- 
idioya to reodve again the two Indian youths, and to renonnoe so 
bacbarous a custom for the fatore. He aooordin^y set the In- 
diana at liberty on the spot, and ordered them to return to thw 
homeii ; but one of them re&ised to go, aayiog that he would not 
serve a master who had oondemned him to deuth without a oanae, 
bat would erer follow one who had aaved his life.* 

De Soto's effects, consisting in all of two slaves, three horses, 
•Bd seroi hundred snne, were ^sposed of at public sale. The 
■hvefl and horses were sold for three thousand orowus each ; the 
inoDey to be paid by the purchaser on the first disooTeiy of any 
gold or bUtst mines, or as soon as be sboold be proprietor of a 
plantation in Florida. Should neither of these eyents oome to 
pass, the buyer pledged himself to pay the money within a year. 
The swine were sold in like manner, at two hundred erowna 
^eea Henoeforth, the greater number of the soldiers posseeaed 
tlus desirable arUole of food, which they ate of on all days aave 
Fridays, Saturdays, and the eves cf festivals, whioh they rigidly 
obsetved, aeoordiBg to the eostoms of the Bomao Oathtdios. This 
abstinence Ihey were not able to practise before, as they were fre- 
quently without meat for two or three months together, and 
when they found any, were glad to devour it, without r^ard to 

•-PartaFMMBaUtMi^e.Sa fltad. 

n,gN..(jNGoogle 



CHAPTER LXim 



D BPAKUUB, irNDZK THK COMMAND 07 LUIS DE M08CO8O, COH- 
KBNCS THEI& MAKCH TO THE WKSTWARD — AKKIVAL AT THE 
nOVIHCE 07 CHAOUATE, WHERE THBT FIND SALT. 



Ai-rsR their first grief for tke lou of their illostriotu oommander, 
HMoj in the trmy began to doubt whether it wm raHlj ft oahun- 
itjr. Some even tbonght it natter of rejoioing ; for maaj of the 
cfioers and Boldiers had 1ong'4>een disheartened and disoontented 
hj their toils and snfferings, and the disappointment of their ei- 
pectations of golden spoils. Nothing but their respect for De 
Soto, and the sway he muntained over them, had prevented their 
abandoning bo disaatrona a oonntrj. They were now in hope* 
that the new governor, who was devoatlj inalined, wonld ohoose 
rather to seek rest and repose in somo Ghmtian land, than to 
fbllow ont the sdjemes of De Soto. 

Iinifl de Uosooso immediately called a oonncil, to deliberate 
upon what waa to be done ; and it was determined, by the com- 
mon eoneent of the leading men, to leave their present position 
as soon es possible. Mosooso requested each officer to hand in 
lus written oinmon, whether they sbonld follow the eonrse of the 
rirer, or strike across the ooontr; to the vestward, 
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Jtun de Afiasco, the oontador, waa for etmj'ing ont the viewa 
tnd pUsH of De Soto. He oot only opposed tlte idea of saddea- 
ly abandoning the oonntry, but offeied to guide the armj in a 
brief epaoe of time, to the frontiers of Mezieo : for be piqued 
himself upon his knowledge of geography, and preinmed by its 
aid to deliver his comrades ont of all their difficulties. 

The proposition of Afiasco derived enpport from the reoolleo- 
tion of certain rumors whiob the Indians had brought, some 
months before, that not far to the westward, there were other 
Spaniards, who were going about conquering the country. These 
rumors, being brought to mind, were now adopted as traths ; and 
it was oonolnded that those Spaaiards to the westward must have 
sallied forth from Mexico, to conquer new kiogdoms; and as, ac- 
cording to the account of the Indiass, they ooold not be tut dis- 
tant, it was determined to march with all speed in that direction, 
and join them in their career of oonquesL 

On the foorth or fifth of June the army set oat on its manh, 
under the command of its new goremor and captain-general, 
Lnia de Hosooeo ; directing its course westward, determining to 
torn neither to the right nor the left. By keeping in that di- 
rection, they supposed that they must arrive at the confines of 
Mexico : not .parcNving that, according to their geography, tb^ 
were in a much higher latitude than that of New Spain. 

A young lodiaa, sixteen or seventeen years of age, finely 
formed and handsome in countenance, followed the Spaniards of 
his own accord, when they left this province. The circumstance 
vaa mentioned to Luis de Moscoso, from a suspioiou that he 
might prove to be a spy. The general ordered the stripling to 
be farooght before him, and, through his interpreters, demandad 
tiie cause of his leaving bia parents, his relations and friends, to 
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toRow ft peopla whom he did not knoir? " Senior," replied be, 
" I US poor, and an orphui ; my parents died when I was very 
young, ftnd left me destitute. An Indian ehief of my native 
Tillage, a near relative of the cacique, took oompamion on me, led 
me to his home, and brought me up among bis children. When 
yon left the village, he was grtevoaely sick, and hii life vas des- 
paired of. His wife and children determined that, in ease be 
ahonld die, I should be buried with him alive ; because, they said, 
that my master bad cherished an dtenderly loved me, and that I 
must therefore go along with him to serve him in the world wbitber 
be bad gone. Now, although I am deeply grateful to him for 
^ving sheltered and fostered me, and love his memory, yet I 
hare no desire to share hie grave. Seeing no other way to escape 
this death, bnt by going with the strangers, I prefened being 
their slave to being buried alive. This, and this alone, is the 
cause of my coming,"* 

The Spaniards perceived, by this and the instance already 
mentioned, that the superstitious custom of burying alive the 
wives and servante with the dead body of the master, was ob> 
served in this country, as in all the other regions yet discovered 
in the new world. 

After leaving Ouacboya, the Spaniards passed through the 
province of Catalte ; then across a desert country, to another 
provinoe called Chagnate, where they arrived on the twentieth of 
Jnn& The oacique had already visited the Spaniards, during 
the lifetime of Be Soto, when quartered at TJtiangue, and now 
fcflumed a friendly intercourse. Near the chief village of this 
province they found the ludians busily employed in making salt, 
at a saline spring like a fountain-faead. Here the troops re- 
• OarcOaM de la Vt^ lib. v. Fart iL c. 2. 
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muned ux days, snpplytng themaelT«a viUi this iieoenMy utido^ 
Tbey thfln oontinoed tHeii muuh WMtwurd, in qneit of tlia pror- 
inoe ot AgatMj, whidi they wen told U; at th* diaUnee of thzse 
iMjt' Jonmej. 
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Oh tlie leoond day of their mmrob, the goremor wu informed 
that one of their nomber, uuned Diego de Oninuu), wu misaiiig. 
He immediately ordered a halt, and entered into a diligent inres- 
tigation of the matter ; apprehending that Omman might hare 
been been detune^or murdered by the Indiana. 

This Diego de Qnzman waa one of the many yonng Spaniah 
oaT^ero, who had joined this expedition with romantic notions 
of aonqnest, and glory, and golden gaia He wan of a good &mily, 
and rich, and enlijsted in the enterprise in brilliant style ; wiUi 
ooatly raiment, splendid armor and weapons, and three fine horsefl. 
Unluokily, he was passionately fond of play, and had bat too fro- 
qnent opportunities of indulging in it ; for the Spaniards passed 
mnch of their leisure time in their encampments in gambling, as is 
nsnal with soldiery, and etpeoially with yonng hap-hanrd adren- 
tnrers, snch as formed a great part t4 this band of disooTerera. 

In the conflagration of Manvila, all th^ cards were bnmed ; 
but they made others of parchment, painted with admirable skill ; 
and, as they conld not male a snffioient supply for the number of 
gamesters, the packs went the ronnds, and were lent from one to 
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the other for limited timefl. With these tbey gamhled under the 
trees, in their wigWKins, or on the river banks; or wherever the; 
might h&ve vay idle hours to while trnrnj. 

' Diego deOoimMiwas one of the keenest; bnt a mn of ill-laek 
bkd gtadttaily stripped him of all that he had brought to the 
army, or captured on tho march ; and but four days before the 
march, he had. lost his clothes, his arms, a horse, an<^a female cap- 
tive, recently taken in the course of a foray. De Ouzman had 
honorably paid all his Iosbcb, until it came to his captive, but here 
there was a struggle between pride and affection. The girl was 
bnt eighteen years of age, and extremely beantiftil ; so that he 
had conocired a passion for her. He had put off the mnner, 
therefore, with the assurance that he would ^ve her np to hijn in 
the course of four or five days. De Quiman had been sees in 
the camp the day before the march: he was now missing, and the 
girl had disappeared likewise. On hearing all these cironmstances, 
the governor concluded that, ashamed of having lost lus arms and 
steed, and nnwiUing to give up his Indian beanty, he had eso^icd 
with her to her people. ^ He was oonfinncd in this si^plcion, on 
hearing that the female was the daughter of the cacique of Cha- 
guate. 

The general now summoned before him four ohieft of the 
province, who were among his escort, and ordered them to cause 
the Spaniard who had deserted to be sought out and brought to 
the campj tolling them, that onlesa he was produced, he should 
conclude that he had been treacherously murdered, and should 
revenge his death. 

The chiefs, terrified for their own safety, sent messengers is 
all speed. They returned with the acoount that J>e Ooaman was 
with the cacique, who was feasting him and treating him with all 
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pouibb kindoeaB and diatiaotion, and that he oonid not be pr»- 
vuled upon to retam to the ttrmj. 

The goremor refased sll credit to this etoiy, ftad penusted 
in hia BormiiM that Se Qiumui had been mardered. Upon thia, 
one of the chiefa tamed to the goTetnoi with a proud and lofty 
air. " We arc not men," oud he, " who wonld tell ysa ialuhoods. 
If you doabt the truth of what the messengeis have said, send 
gne of osfoor to bring yon some teatioioniBl of the &ot ; and if 
ha bring not back the Spaniard, or eoma eatiBhotory proof that 
he is alive and well, the three of na that renuun in yonr hands 
will answer for his loss with onr lives." 

The proposition pleased the governor and hiaoffioera; and, 
after oonsnltation, BalUzar de Gallegos, 1^0 was a friend and 
townsman of Be Guzman, was inBtmoted to write to him, eon- 
demntng the step he had taken, and exhorting him to return and 
perform his duty as beoame a cavalier ; asauring him that his 
horse and arms should be restored to him, and others given to 
him in case of need. An accompanying message was sent to the 
oocique, threatening him with fire and sword anless he delivered 
up the fugitive. 

The following day the meaaenger retnrned, bringing back the 
letter of Gallegos, with the name of De Guiman written upon it 
in charcoal ; a proof that he was alive. He sent not a word, how- 
ever, in reply to the contents of the letter ; and tbo messenger 
said that he had no intention nor wish to rejoin the army. 

The cacique, on his own part, sent word, assuring the governor 
that he had used no force to detain Diego de Guzman in his ter- 
ritories, nor afaoold he use any to compel him to depart ; bat 
rather, asa sou-in-lawwho bad restored to himaheloved daughter, 
he would treat him with all possible honor and kindness, and 
16» 
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Wtfold do tlio HUM to way of titi 'fttrti^en lAo ohow to nauuB 
with hiiD. I^ for luTing done hia duty in this nuttttr, die ganr- 
nor thought proper to lay wute hia huids and destroy his people, 
he bkd the power in his hands, and oonld do as he pleaawL* 

The governor, seeing that Diego de Gvman wonid not return, 
and feeling that the caoiqne was joatifiaUe in not deliTering him 
np, abandoned all farther attempt to reoorer him, and set the 
Indian ehiela at liberty, who eontiniied, howerer, to atend lunk 
until he naohed the frontier. 

• OmmOmd de U Taga, p. L lik T. 0. & 
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1542. 

Tai next pnmooe tnTened bj the SpaDiirda wu lumed Api»- 
oa;, utd Abounded irith salt ; they «iMunped one ereiiing on tho 
borders of a Uke, the wmtera of which were atrongl; impregnAtod 
with it The Indisns formed the ult into bidaII OAkes, by moAna 
of earthen mooldi, and used it aa an artiole of traffio. At the 
chief villAge of the province, the Spaniards Amoied, from the ro- 
|Jiea of Hie inhabitanti to their qneations, that thej had some 
knowledge <tf the South Sea ; bnt it is probable they were do- 
oeived by the blnndere of Uieir interpreters. 

Aftoc lea-ring Agnacay, they orooaed the prorinoe of Haye, 
and on the twentieth of July encamped beside a pleasant wood, 
on the oonfines of the proTinoe of Nagoatex. They had searoa 
oome to a halt, when a body of Indians were observed hovering 
at a diatanoe. A party of horae immediately sallied forth, and 
dashing into the midst of them, killed ail, and brought two 
prisoners to the camp. They confessed that they were a aeoot- 
ing party, sent by the oaeiqne to reconnoitre the strangen, and 
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that Nagu&tez himself was at hkod witt hia mrrion, uded by 
two neighboriog chicftaiDB. While yet talking, the eoemj ap- 
peared in two battalions, and assailed the oamp in two pUees, 
but were soon put to flight The horse pursued them, and fell 
into an ambush which had been laid for them by two other bands, 
and these they equally mcceeded in routing. 

In the mean time, two troopcra and four foot-sold iera, who 
had pursued the first aasailaats too hotly, were surrounded, and 
assailed on all sides. The troopers bohaved manfully, wheeling 
rooiid their more exposed companions, nubiug upon the Indians 
with their horses, and keeping them at bay with thur spears ; in 
the mean time they all called out lustily for aid. Their ories 
reached the camp. Twelve troopers oame galloping to tfaeir assist- 
ance : the Indians fled at their approach : many of them were 
slain, aad one taken prisoner. Moscoso immediately ordered 
that his nose and right arm should be cut off, and he sent him 
thus cruelly mutilated to Nagnatez, with a threat that he would 
next day enter bis country with fire and sword. 

The ensuing day Moscoso pushed forward to execute his 
threats, but a large river intervened between him and the resi- 
dence of the cacique. He halted on the banks, and beheld a 
powerful force collected on the opposite sido, to oppose his pas- 
sage. Kot knowing the ford, and several of the men and horses 
being wounded, he took counsel of his wrath, and, drawing back 
about a quarter of a league from the river, encamped near a vil- 
lage by a clear and beautiful wood, preferring the open ur to 
any habitation, as the weather was calm and pleasant. Here he 
remained a few days, to give his troops time to recover from their 
wounds and fatigues. In the mean time, parties of horse ez- 
plored the river, forded it in two places, in spite of the oppom^ 
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tion of the n&tiTes, uid foaud a populoos tnd &bandADt ocnmtiy 
on Ae other eide. 

The goTemoT, h&ving now had time to reoorer trova the uiger 
rnued by the rough usaaU of the cacique of Naguatez, sent an 
Indian with a message to him, proffering him pardon for the past, 
on condition of repeutanoe and submisaion ; but, otherwiae, de- 
nouncing exterminating vengeance. The message had the de- 
ured effect. The Indian retorned, brining a promise from the 
caoique that he would make his appearanoe tbe next day. On 
the following morning, a great number of the principal snbjecta 
of N^oat&x came to the oamp, annonuoed that the oaoiqne ma 
at hand, and, having apparently taken note of the govemor'a 
looks, and disposition of his men, retorned to give an aocoant of 
Uie same to their chieftain. At length the oatuqne was seen ap- 
proaohing at a distanoe. A great band of his principal men 
marched two and two in front, all weeping and lamenting, as if 
in contrition for the past. When the head oonple had arrived in 
presenoe of the governor, they all halted, fell baok on each side, 
and formed a lane, up which the cooiqne advanced. Bending in 
a Bupplloating manner before the governor, he begged forgiveness 
for what he bad done, attributing his rash hostility to the bad 
eonnsels <tf one of his brothers, who had fallen in the fight. He 
acknowledged the Spaniards as immortal, the governor as invin- 
cible, and concluded by offering bis obedience and services. Mos- 
coso accepted his proffered allegiance, and dismissed him with as- 
surances of friendship. Four days afterwards he broke up bis 
camp and marched to the river side, bat was sarprised to find it 
swollen and impassable, although it was summer time, and no 
rain had fallen for a month. The Indians, however, assured him 
that this swelling of the river often happened without rain, and 
generally during the increase of the moon. 
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The SpuiUrdo, perplexed kt this ■pbtautaentm, utd little M- 
qnmiated with the great extent of these men, sad the radden 
efieots (tf run unoDg the distant monntuns snd exteoBire 
pniriei where they take theit riM, larmued that the iwdlingf, 
duing the wftxii^ of the huxid, might be oaiued by the inflnx 
of the MA into the rirer, althon^ none of the Indian! had anj 
knowledge of the aea. 

At the end of eight days the rirer had mtbnded soSdently 
to be fbrdaUe ; the army then oroMod ; bnt, on eoming to the 
town of the earnqne, found it afautdoned. The gorenior en- 
eamped in the open flelda, and sent for the cxoiqite to oome to 
him and fomiah him witii a gnide. Nagnatex, however, waa 
afraid to rentare to the eamp. Upon thia the in of Homxmo 
wai again kindled, and he sent oot two captaine with troope of 
liorae, to bum down the Tillages and make oaptires of tha 
inhabitants. The oonntry waa soon wrapped in smoke and flame, 
and aereral Indians were oaptnred. The eaeiqne waa agun 
Inonght to terma, and aent sereral of his prinoipal people as faos- 
tageo, and three gnidea who nnderstood the language of the 
eoontriee the Spaniarda were to mardi throngh. The goremor 
waa once more pacified, and aet forward on hia weatem march. 
Such were the rongh circimurtanoea that attended the sojonru at 
the Spaniards in the proTlnoa of Nagnatex.* 

■ Hie Moe of UiH jHimoM ia spdled in tb« lune nunner (N«gii>U«x) 
both in the Spaaiah and Pcrtupieae nurstiaiu. It has beea idmliSed witt 
Kaddtodiei, by aome modm WIit«^^ iriio auppose tha tfib^ of the eaaqoa 
to IttTe itood oo the lite of the prewot town of^hmt lUiiie. It appBan to 
the kotbor, bawBrer, tbat tliB modem Nadulodm liea to the aooth of die 
loola ot Umeaao, thoogb it mkybkTa been called aftw the did Indiaii rShgt, 
■itusted mora to the northwanL It i« almoat InpowUe to idnitifr *t>j of 
die plwe* Tinted bj the Spaaianb fc their wild wandaring* w«t of the 



vGoogIc 



CHiPTERLXXI 



TAOUC TDmeB or xokopkars to tbk webt — vTAXDEama in i 

WILDBRKKSS — TRKACHEKT or All OLD UIDUll OCID^ AHD Hit 

E uuaTiHo QKounw or thx rA& wxst. 



The srmy now presaed fonntrd, by forced m&rohes, morc thui ft 
hnndrod lesgnes, thiongh varioaB provinoes, more or less popa- 
loos and fertile ; bat lome of them extremely buren, tnd Almost 
uninhabited. The Portuguese narrator of the expedition gives 
the nsmes of some of these prorinoes, pnoh as Uissobone, La- 
esne, Handaoao, Socatino, and Gnaseo. In one of the prorinces, 
they observed wooden eiosses placed on the tops of the faonaes, 
and were straek vith the si|^t of this Christian emblem. They 
began to flatter themselres that they were approaching the eon* 
fines of New Spain, and made incessant inquiries, tu every pro- 
Tince that they entered, whether the inhabitants knew any thing 
of Christian people to the west Where all intelligenoe had to 
pass from month to mouth, through sereral interpreters, in- 
differently aoqnainted wiUi eaeh other's langosge, and finally to 
be oommuniDated l^ an Indian lad, who was bat moderately 
Teraed in Spanish, it is easy to peroeire what vague and erroneous 
ideas most be imparted. Some of the natives, it is probable, 
wilfiilly deoeiTed the Spaniards ; others mironderatood the kind 
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of pw^le about whom the; were inqniring. In this my they re- 
ceived tidingB, u the; thought, of Europeans th&t had been seen 
farther to the west ; and whom the; persuaded themselres were 
parties of discoverers, making incargiona from New Spain. 
They brightened ap with the hopes of meeting with some par^ 
of the kind, or, at any rate, coming to regions snbjngated and 
oolonixed by their countrymen, where thejr would no longer be 
in danger of perishing in a trackless wilderness, bnt mi^t 
ohoose either to abide seODrely in the new world, or retam to 
their native country. 

Thus they went on, from place to place, lured by false hopes 
and idle talcs. When they reached places where they had been 
assured they would oome upon the traces of white men, the in- 
habitants declared their utter ignorance of any people of the 
kind. In the transports of vexation and disappointment, Ho»- 
ooso would order the poor savages to be put to the rack. This 
only served to extort from them false replies, suited to hia 
wishes, but which led him and his army to &cthcc nnproGtablo 
wandering and additional disappointment* 

MoscDBo and his followers, moreover, suffered extremely for 
the want of intelligent and faithful guides. Sometimes they erred 
from misinterpretation of the routes ; at other times, they were 
purposely led astray. When they had journeyed far to the west, 
they came to a vast uninhabited region, where they wandered for 
many days, until their provisions were exhausted, and they had 
nothing to appease their hunger but herbs and roots. To their 
great dismay, also, they found that an old Indian warrior, who 
had been furnished by a cacique as a guide, was leading them in 
a cirole, heading from time to time to different points of the com 
■ Qsrdlup d« la y ^a, lib. T. F. i. c. 2. 
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pass. Upon tliii, Hoscoso, Btupeotihg bis fidelity, ordered him t« 
be tied to a tree, and the dogs to be let loose upon him. One of 
ihem sprang upon him instantly, and began to shake him. The 
Indian, in his terror, confessed that he had been ordered bj his 
cacique to bevilder and lose them in uniubabited deserts, but 
offered to take theni, in three days, to a populous country to the 
west. Moscoso, however, listening only to his indignation at this 
treachery, again ordered the dogs to be let loose, who, ravenous 
with hunger, tore the unfortunate wretch to pieces. 

Having in this shocking manner gratified their passion, the 
Spaniards found themselves worse off than before, for they had 
no one to guide them, having given permission to the other Indians, 
who had brought the supplies, to return home. In this dilem- 
ma, they followed the directions of their victim, by marching 
directly westward ; thus giving credit, after his death, to what 
they disbelieved while he was living. 

They travelled three days, suffering excessively for want of 
food. Fortunately the .forests were clear and open ; had they 
been so dense as those through which they bad formerly passed, 
they would have perished with banger before they oould make 
their way through them. They journeyed always to the west- 
ward, and at the end of three days descried, fh>m a rising ground, 
the signs of human habitations. The .inhabitants, however, fled 
to the woods on their approach, and thoy found the country meagre 
and sterile. The villages differed from the past, the houses being 
scattered about the fields in groups of four and five, rudely con- 
structed, and resembling the hovels erected in melon fields in 
Spain to guard the fruit, rather than habitable houses. In these 
cabins they found abundance of fresh buffalo meat, with which 
they appeased their hunger. There were many buffalo hides, also, 
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noontl J flkjed ; 1>nttlieSpuiiudBoouldiMTerin«etwidkUwlinitg 
■mmalB. From the ftbaodant traoes of horned omttle thns fonnd 
in the hkbitatioOB, they called thiB the Prorinoe of the YAqnerofl, 
or HerdBmen.* 

* It H erident ibti the Spamardi irara oa.tlie hmrting gramdi of llie Far 
Wot—tliegrestbiifUoprabiM. It i» pvbaUe thkt the anttered uid ilig^t 
v%wmiM thw Tiated, Ten mem honlinK eampa. 
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rUTS or INDIVItiDAI. FBOWESS OF THX INDUNS OT TBS fAK WSST. 

IHI. 
The IndiaiiB of the £u west hftve *lways been noted for tlt^ 
gftUant uid nuLrti&l bearing, and tbeir pronenees to festa of indi- 
vidoU prowess uid bnvKdo. In tiuAt wmnderiDgs through this 
wild bnnting rc^n, the Spaniards had frequent instances of tbe 
kind, two or three of which are worthy of especial notioe. In 
the eonrse of their match through the prorinoe of Los Taqneroa, 
they encamped one afternoon in an open plain. The Spaniards 
ttretched themselyes on the groond to repose, while their Indian 
attendants prepared their repast While thus reolining, they ob- 
MTTed mn Indian warrior tally out of an adjacent wood and ap- 
proach the camp. He was gaylj painted, had a bow in his hand, 
a qnirer of arrows OTer hii right shonlder, and waring plumes 
upon his head. 

The Spaniards, seeing him advance alone, and peaoefnlly, im- 
agined that he was ohaiged with some message firom his cacique 
to the goremor, and allowed him to draw nigh. He came within 
Afty paces of a group of soldiers, who were oonvening together ; 
then, suddenly fixing an arrow in Mi bow, he sent it in the mtdat 
of them. 

The Spaniards Kmng him bend his bow, some sprang aaide^- 



N Google 



SSa CONQUEST OF FLORIDA. 

others threw theinselTes npon the ground. The arrow vhiatled 
b; witfaoat touching them, bat flying beyond, where five or six 
female ladiuis were under a tree, preparing dinner for their 
maaters, it atniok one in the diouldcrs, and pasBing through her 
body, buried itself in the bosom of another ; they both fell and 
expired. The savage then tamed, and fled with Burpriaing speed 
to the woods. The Spaniatda beat tho alarm and shonted after 
him. The captain, Balt&zar de Ghillegos, b«ng by chance on 
horsebacfc, heard the about, and saw the savage flying ; aospeoting 
the cause, he gave chaae, ovcFtook him close to the wood, and 
truisfized him with hia lance. 

Three days after this, the army halted for a day to repose in 
a beautiful plain, of the same province. While thus indnlging, 
they saw, about ton in the morning, two Indian warriors approa^- 
ing across the plain. They were fine-looking fellowB, decorated 
with lofty plumes, bearing their bows in their bands, and their 
quivera at their backs. They stalked to within two hundred paoea 
of the camp, and then began to walk round a large nut-tree, not 
Mde by aide, but circling in t^posite directions, so as to pass each 
other, and guard one another's backs. In thla way they kept on 
all day .without deigning to take any notice of the Negroes, Indians, 
women and boys, who occasionally passed near them, brining 
water and wood. 

The Spaniards understood from this that they came not for 
the domeatios, but for thorn, and they forthwith reported to tho 
governor what they had observed. He ordered that no soldier 
should go oat to them, but that they should^ left alone as mad- 
men. 

The Indians continnod their circnmvolations about the tieO) 
(raiting patiently, it would seem, for some of the Spaniards to 
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take up thii singular oballeDgfl. It was near sunset, when a 
company of horse, who had been out since morning soouring the 
coantiy, retamed. Tlieir quarters vere near the place where 
this extraordinary scene wu acting, and observing it, they asked, 
" What Indians are theee 1" Having learnt the order of the 
governor, that they should be unmolested as two madtnen, it was 
obeyed by all except a headlong soldier named Jnan Paei, who, 
eager to exhibit his valor, exclaimed, " A pest upon them ; here's 
one madder than they, who will core their madness !" So saying, 
he spnrred towards them. When the Indians saw bat a single 
Spaniard advancieg to attack them, the one who was nearest to 
Paet stepped forth to receive him, and the other, separating, placed 
himself under a tree ; thus manifesUng a wish to fight man to man, 
and disregarding the advantage that the Spaniard had in being 
mounted. The soldier spurred upon the Indian at full speed, to 
bear him down with the shock. His adversary waited, with an 
arrow in his bow, until he came within shot, when he sped his 
shaft. It struck Juan Paei in the muscular part of the left arm, 
passed through it, and through both sidee of a sleeve of mul, and 
remained crossed in the wound. The arm dropped powerless, 
the reins slipped from the hand, and the horse, feeling them fidl, 
stopped of a sudden, as horses are often trained to do. 

The companions of Juan Paei, who had not yet alighted, seeing 
his peril, galloped to his rescue. The Indians, not choosing to 
oncoouter such odds, fled to a neighboring wood, but before thoy 
could reach it were overtaken and lanced to death. In this aSair 
the savages certainly showed a spirit of chivalry, and a punctilio 
as to the laws of the duel, which merited a better return at the 
hands of Spanish cavaliers.* 

• OareilaM d* la Vega, lih v. P. ti. c. 4. 
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TBI aPUIUBtM COMB IN ndHT 07 HIQB MOmTADtS TO TRS WUl— 
EXPI^UHO FAXTIBS BBNT OUT TO DIHOVXK THK tX)irNTB.T — «H> 
RKPOST THZT SBINa BACK — HOSOOSO CAIXS A COUnCQ. OT HM 
OmCEKS — TBSUt DBTEftKlKATIOM. 

1S41. 

Atter tnTcrsisg the wild waste of eoantry which the Spaniards 
ealled the Prorinoe of Iios Vaqueroa, they came to a ma oalled 
Dayoao, which was a bvoiite hnnting resort of the Indiana ; great 
quantitiei of doer feeding along its bMnliB. They had been told 
that the country beyond it was inhabited ; and Mosooso sent ont a 
party of horse to cross the river, and to beat ap the opposite hank. 
They foand a village, consisting of a few miaerable hoTeU, and 
eaptnred two of the inhaiutants ; but none of the interpreter! 
oonld understand tbeir language. 

The Spaniards now saw to the west a series of monntuna and 
forests; and learnt that the country was without inhabitaBta. 
Their hearts began to fail them. The hanger and toil they had 
already experienced, rendered them loth to penetrate these sav- 
age redone. The governor, therefore, determined to renuun «i- 
camped, and to send oat light parties to explore the ooantry to 
(he west Three bands of horsemen aoeordingly set o^ each in a 
different direotion ; aad penetraiad to the diitatioe of Uiirtjr leagaea. 
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Thtj fomA the oonntrr stsrile, thinly peopled, uid it appeucd 
worse uid wone the farther they prooeeded. Thej cftptored some 
of the inhabituits, who usured them that farther on it wu b^ 
more destitute ; the natives did not lire in Tillages, nor dwell in 
hovsei ; neither did they onhirate the soil, bnt were a wsjidering 
people, roring in hands, gathering fhiits and herha, and roots ol 
spontaneous growth, and depending ooeasionsUy npon hnnting 
and fishing tat aBhsialeiioe : passing from plaoe to plaoe, aeeoid- 
ing as the seasons were farorahle to their pursnits.* 

At the end of fifteen day*, the exploring parties were all baek 
again in the camp, bringing nearly the same aoeonnta. Thair 
muted reports brought the goTomor oompletely to a stand. To 
pnaeente his ntaroh to New Spain thrangh snoh wildernesses as 
were deseribed to him, would be to mn the risk of losing himself 
and -hie troops in famishing and trackless deserts. He now recol- 
leeted what had been related bj Alvar NuBea, of races of Indians 
that he had met with, nnsettled is their abode, wandering about 
like the wild Arabs, feeding on roots and herbs, and the prodaoe 
of the ohaae ; and he flutoied such savage hordes roved abont the 
eonntry before him. Indeed, it was probable that all the rumors 
he had heard of Christians seen by the Indians, mi^t relate to 
Alvar NuHea and his ocnnpanions, who, on their way to New 
Spain, after their shipwreck with Pamphilo de Narvaei, had pass- 
ed as captives from tribe to tribe of the inhaUtants of these 
lands. It is true, they kept near the sea-ooast, far to the south 
of the track of Hoscoso, but the fame of suah wonderfol stran* 
gers might have penetrated to the interior ; for reports are car- 
ried to vast distanoes among Indian tribes. The crosses, also, 

* Thii dewripdon mnnm to the dianetsr and baUta et the Pawnsa^ 
O"- -"**■, and otfasr taibM of ths Far Wirt. 



N Google 



tg6 ' oonromBST or floriiu. 

irbioli Hoflooso had observed in one of the prorhioeB through 
vbieh he hkd passed, might hare been pnt up by the Indi&sa aa 
talianuwa, in coDseqneiioe of the fune of appareaUj miraenloiu 
eurea made bj Alrai NoAei and hie men, who alwaji oairied a 
oroM in their hands when they visited the siok, and made the sign 
of the croM over their patients. 

The delusive reports, therefore, of Ohristians to the west, 
iriuch bad enoooraged the Spaniards to proeeed, had now died 
away. Thej had nothing bnt savage wastes before them, infest- 
ed by barbarous people, with whom it was imposaible to keep ap 
a friendly understanding for want of an interpreter. It was al- 
ready the beginning of October ; if they lingered mooh longer, 
the rains and snowa of winter would cat off their retom, and 
they might perish with cold and hunger. Mosooso was weary id 
soul and body, and longed to be in a pUoe where his sleep would 
not be broken by oontinnal alaro^ He called a eonneil, there- 
fore, of his officers, and propoaed that they ahoold ^ve np all 
further progress to the west, make the best of their way back to 
the Hissisaippi, huild vcaaels there, and descend that river to the 
ocean. 

The propoaition was by no meana relished by acme,' who, not- 
withatanding all their Bufferings and dieappointmente, had Still a 
lingering hope of finding some country rich encugh to repay 
tiiem for all their toils. They represented that Alvar NnSei 
Gabeza de Yaca had told the emperor of hia having oome into a 
conntry where cotton grew, and where he saw gold, silver, and 
preoioos atonea. That they had not yet oome to iboso regions of 
which Alvar Nnnez spoke, bnt might do ao by keeping forward. 
Beaides, they had actually met with cotton mantles and tor- 
quoises at a provinoe oalled Quasoo, and had understood bom llie 
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n&tiTes that tbej came from a country to tlie west ; which ma 
doubtleea the oountry that Alvar NuRez had spoken of. The; 
were, therefore, for peraiating in their desperate m&rcfa westward j 
nay, some of them declared they would rather perish in tlie 
wilderness, than return beggared and miserable to Europe, from 
an expedition undertaken with snch high and Taunting antiei- 
patioss. 

Sager oonnsels, however, prerailed, and after much deliber- 
ation it was determined to retrace their steps to the Mississippi. 

TToTx. — The mordi of Moscoao treat of the Hwissppi has been readcred 
fram the SpaDisli and Portuguese accounta ; but Ihej varj ao much tm soma 
pointa, uid are so vi^ue on othen, and the regiut* l« which they relate are 
«o Tut, uid, until Tery recently, m» little known, that it i* ueit to iD^pouibl* 
tn truce the route of the wandoors with any thing approaching to prcdaion. 
Tbej eTicliaiUj trSTersed the hunting grounds of ths Far West, the rai^ of 
the bulblo, Hid got upon ttie upper pniriea. wUth, in many part^ are little 
beUer than desvta. The rirar Dacayo, which u «dy meotiMicd by the For- 
toguera oariator, hae been euppoaed to be the 'Rio del Oro' of Cabeza de 
Vaco. He makes them return bam tbo banki of thia river ; but the Spani^ 
historian aSnna that the; law great dmina of mountoioa and fbreita to the 
weat, which they naderatood were aniuhabitcd. It haa been conjectured that 
these were the ekirts of the Rocky Uountaius. Aa, according to the Portu- 
gaeae account, they departed from the bank* of I)m HlNOBUppi fbr the FtX 
Weat, OD the fifth of June, and did not get back there until the beginnmg of 
December, they were ox montha on thia march and countermarch, which, with 
all their iudtiuf^ irould give tliem time to penetrate a great distance into the 
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voold Muoelj be repolBed from th« T&ngiurd, when another at- 
tMked the rear, and frequently the line of march wu auailed in 
three or fonr pUcei at the same time, with great loss and injorj 
both of men and horses. In &at, it was in this province of Lot 
Vaqneroe that the Spaniarda, withont earning hand to hand with 
the enemy, reoeived more injury than in any other through whieh 
they pacsed. Thta was especially the ease in the oauree of the 
laat day's march, when tlteir route waa extremely rough, through 
woods, and aerow streams and raTines, and odier dangerous passes, 
peonliarly flt for anboah and surprise. Here the saragea, who 
were well acquainted with the gronnd, had them at their mercy, 
waylaying them at every step, wounding Spaniards, and horses, 
ftnd the Indian servants who accompanied the army. 

The last of these assanlts happened jnst before arriving at 
Ae plaee of encampment, as they crossed a brook overhang with 
trees and thickets. Just as one of the horsemen, named Sanjurge, 
was in the middle of the brook, an arrow shot from among the 
bushes on the bank stmek him in tfie rear, pieroed his ouirus of 
mail, passed through the mnsole ot his right thigh, then throng 
the saddle-tree and paddings, and buried itself in the horse. 
The wounded animal sprang out of the brook, sallied forth upon 
tile plain, and went on plunging and kicking to get clear of the 
arrow and his rider 

The comrades of Sanjurge hastened to his assistance. Find- 
ing him nuled, in a manner, to the saddle, and the army having 
halted to encamp hard by, they led him on horseback as he was 
to his allotted quarters. Lifting him gently from his seat, they 
cut off the shaft of the arrow between the saddle and the wound ; 
after which, taking off the saddle, they found that the injniy to 
the horse was but slight What surprised them, however, was 
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th&t the shaft, which h«d penetrated through eo maaj snhBtuioes, 
wu & mere reed, irith the end hardened In the fire. Sa^ vu 
the ^-igor of arm with which theee Indian archers plied their 
bows. 

This Sanjorge had enjoyed a kind of charlatan repntatiiHi 
among the aoldiere, for onring wonnda with oil, wool, and owt^ 
words, whioh he called a charm. At the battle of Manvila, how^ 
erer, all the oil and wool had been bnrnt, and Sanjurge's minen- 
hnu onrea were at an end. Hia whole surgical skill being confined 
to his nostmm and oharm, he was now fiun to call in the ud of 
the surgeon to extract the head of an arrow which was lodged in 
hie knee. The operation was so painful, however, that he ruled 
at the Burgeon fbr a bungler, and swore he would rather die Htma 
eome again under his hands, and the latter replied that he might 
die and weloomo, before he would have any thing to do with him 
again. 

In his present wounded state, however, Sanjn^ was in a sad 
dilemma, baring no nostmms of his own, and being precluded 
from the assistance of the surgeoa At length he thought ci 
a subBtitnte for his old remedy^ and, making use of hi^s lard, 
instead of oil, and the shreds of an Indian mantle, instead ot 
wool, he dreaaed hii wound with them, and prononnoed his raont- 
ed charm. Faith and a good conatitution work miracles in quack- 
ery. In the course of four days that the army remained encamp- 
ed to attend to the sick, Sanjurge had bo Ear recovered as to resmiM 
his saddle, galloping up and down in Taunting atyle among the 
Boldierj, whose fiuth in his nostrum and his oharm became strongw 
than erer* 

• Otidiaao da la Vega, Part S. lik v. k 8. 
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ntANOISOO, THE OBHOBSE, WITH SEVERAL OF HIS C0IIBADE8, LIE DC 
AinUSB TO EKTOAP SOME OF THE NATIVES — ^THE BEVEKE SKIB- 
USa THEY HAVE WITH AN INDUN, AND THE EESULT. 



After leaving tbe disastrona province of Los Yaqneros, the 
Spaniards oontinaed for twenty days, by forced marohea, through 
other lands, of which they did not know the name, taking bat lit- 
tle pains to gain information, their only object now being to get 
to the MiBsissippi. 

Although they avoided all pitched battles with the natives, 
they continued t ) be harassed by them incessantly. Did a soldier 
ohanca to wandA a short distance from his comrades, he was in- 
stantly shot down. In this manner no less than forty Spaniards 
were picked off by larking foes. By night the Indians wonld 
enter the camp on all fottre, or drawing tbemselveB along Uke 
snakes, without being heard, and thns shoot down horses, and 
even sentinels who were off their gaard. 

One day, when the army was about to march, Francisco, the 
Genoese carpenter, obtuned permission of the governor for him- 
adf and several troopers, who were in want of servanis, to remain 
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Itehind, tnd lie in unbosh at the pUoe of encuapment, for the 
Indiuu were BconBtomed to visit those plaoea as Bo<m u the 
Spaniudu k*d abandoned them, to pick np any articles they mif^t 
bare left behind. 

A dosen horse ftnd tvelre foot concealed themselyes, ■ooord- 
ingly, in « thiok elnmp of trees, one of their eompuiions olimb- 
ing (o the top of the highest to look oat and gire notice should 
any Indians approacL In fonr sallies they ctptnred fonrteen <d 
the enemy irithont any resistance. These they divided among 
tiiem, two falling to the share of Frsncisco the shipwright, as 
leader of the detachment. The party would then hare rejoined 
the army, bnt Francisco refosed, ailing that he needed another 
Indian, and that he would not return until he had oaptnred one. 

All the efforts of his comrades to shake this foolhardy deter- 
mination were in rain ; each of them offered to give up the In- 
dian that had fallen to his sl»re, but he refosed to aoeept the 
boon. Yielding, therefore, to his obstinacy, they remained with 
him in ambnsh. 

In a little while the sentinel in the tree gnt warning that an 
Indian was near. One of the horsemen, the same Juan Paes 
who had recently been wonnded in the arm, dashed forth with his 
wonted impetnosity, and rode fiill speed at the Indian. The Ut- 
ter, as nsual, took refuge under a tree. Faei galloped dose I7 
the tree, {pving a passing thrust with his lanee aorow the left arm 
at the Indian. He missed his aim, but his enemy wu more sue- 
oessfnl ; for as the horse passed, he drew his arrow to the head, 
and bnried it just behind the loft stirmp leather. The horse 
plunged several paces forward, and fell dead. Francieoo de 
BoUnos, a comrade and townsman of Paei, had followed eloae 
behind him ; he attacked the Indian in the same wfty, and Uled 

n,gN..(JNGOOglC * 



nrttlAN TRAKSFIXBD. »■ 

in liie blow likewise; his horse receired m Bimilu wound, ud went 
stomblinj; forwmrd to hH beeide his predeoeenor. 

Th« two dismoonted horsemen, recoTsring from their All, 
nwde kt the Indian with their lanees, while, from th^ other side, 
a cavalier, named Juan de Y^a, came gaJloping towards him on 
horseback. The Indiui, thua assailed on both sides, nished forth 
from under the tree to eneonnter the horseman, jmeeinng, that 
if he could lull the horse, ifS could ea«ly eaoape from his di»- 
mounted antagonists by his superior swiftness of foot. 

With this intent he sped an arrow at the breast of the hoTM^ 
as he eame charging upon him, which would have oleft his heart 
but for a breastplate of three foMs of tough bull-hide with which 
his rider Iiad prorided him. The arrow passed through the breast- 
plate, and penetrated a hand's breadth in the fleah. The horse 
continued his career, and Juan de Tega transfixed the savage 
irith his lance. 

The Spaniards grieved over the low of the two hones, more 
valuable now that their number was so diminished ; but their 
chagrin was donblj heightened when they eame to see the enoiay 
who had cost them so dear. Instead of beiug well made and 
muscular, like the most of the natives, he was small, lank, and 
diminutive, giving no promise in his form of the valor of hii 
spirit Onrsing their misfortune, and the wilMneas of Francis- 
00, which had caused it, thej set fbrward witli their o 
to lejmn the army.* 

* OsK^Mo de la Yegk, P»t iL lik v. o. S sad «. 
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THKT PASS THKODQH THE FEOTINGB OF CKASTTATE, J 

loaPATCHEB A PAiirr OF TWBI.VK TKooPSKa iXTBB. diboo db 

GUZMAN emTEBINGB OF THB A&HT THSIS. ARBJVAI. AT TBR 

PROVINCE OF ANILCO, AND THEIR DESPONDENCY— CHEKEED UP BT 
KEWB OP THE FEKTILB COUKTRT OP AXINOTA — ANASCO DISPATCH- 
BD TO THAT PBOVINCE, AND WHAT HE FODSD THERE. 

1642. 

With Bimilar tdTentBreB mi duutera did the Spmniarda oontinne 
tiiev weary jonraey. Faa^fiil <rf making too gremt % bend to tha 
■ontb, uid of BtrikiDg the MisHissippi below the pnm&oe of Gna- 
obojk, wbiob wu tbe point where Chej wished to arrive, they 
BOW inolined to the northeut, bo 4s to strike the tnok tbej had 
nude on tbeir western coQrs& 

This led them beek throngh the provinoe of Nagnktez, iHmm 
they foond the Tillages wtuch they had burnt already reboJlt, and 
tbe-honses well stocked with muie. In this proTinoe the lutiTea 
made earthen ware of a very tolerable quality. 

In pasring throngh the proTinee of Chagoate, the goTemor 
bethought him of the Spanish oaralier, Diego de Guiman, who 
had taken refnge among the Indiane, and sent twelve troopers in 
■eaioh of him ; but he had notice of their approach £rom the In- 
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dian BpiM, rad ameealed himsell The anay, in tke meui tiss, 
veie Buffering from Boucitj of food, so tbkt the goramor, seeing 
tlutt Goimui wu bent upon renuuntng unong his Indimn Mendii 
gftve np all further searoh for him, and prooeeded on hie inwroh.* 

The winter wu now eet in with great rigor, with heatj rains, 
Tiolent gales, and extrene eold : yet in their aagemese to arrive 
at tliur destined place of repose, they eontinned to press forward 
in all weathers, tntTelUng all day, and arrlTing at nightfall, drenoh- 
ed with lain, and oorered with mud, at their plaee of enoampment 
They had then to sally oat in qaest of food, and most of the time 
were eompelled to gain it by foree of arms, and sometimse at the 
expense of many lives. 

The liven beoame swollen by the rain ; even tite brooks wen 
DO longer fbrdable, so that almost ereiy day they were oUiged to 
make rafts to eroas them ; and at some of the rivers they were 
detained seven or eight dayS) by the nnoeaaing opposition of their 
enemies, and the want of soifieient materials for oonstraoting the 
rafts. Often, too, at night they bad no place whereon to lie, the 
ground being eovered with mnd and irater. The cavalry passed 
the night sitting npon thwr horses, and as to the infantry, with 
the water np to their knees, their sitoation may easily be eon- 
eeived. For clothing, too, they had merely jackets of ehamois and 
other dins, belted ronnd them, serving for shirt, doublet, and 
eoat, and almost always soaking wet ; they were in general bare- 
legged, without ^oes or sandals. 

With titese eontinual Bufferings, both men and horses began 
to deken and di& Every day two, three, and at one time seven 
Bpaniarde fiall vietims to the hardships of the journey, and almost 
all the Indiaa servants perished. There were no means of carry- 



N Google 



SH CONQUEErr O? FLORIDA. 

ing the eiok and dying, for many of the horseB were infirm, Mid 
those that were well, were reserved torepel tlie oonstuit attacks of 
the enemj. The sick and exhausted, therefore, dragged tiieir steps 
forward as long as they coold, and often died by the way, while 
the BurviTors, in their haste to press onward, soarce paused to 
giye them sepnltnre, leaving them half oorered with earth, and 
sometimes entirely nnbnried. Yet, notwithstanding thisaiekness 
and exhanstion, they never failed to post sentinels, and keep up 
tbeir camp gnard at night, to prerent their being sorprised and 



At lengUi they arrived at the fertile prorinoe of Anilco, the 
oaciqne of which had experienced sach rough treatment from 
them, and th^ir savage ally, Goaohoja, on their previous visil 
They had been, for some time past, cheering themselvea dorii^ 
their famished march with the prospect of solacing themselves in 
this province, which abounded in maise, and of procuring a soft- 
ctent snpply to snatain them daring the time necessary for the 
oonstmction of their vessels. To their bitter disappointment, 
however, they found the province of Anilco almost destitnte of 
muse ; and had- the additional chagrin of knowing that they were 
the cause of this soarclty. The hostilities they had waged with 
Anilco, during their residence at Ooaoboya, had deterred the in- 
habitants from onltivating their lands ; thus seed-time passed va- 
improved, and the year had prodwed no harvest. 

Uany of the Spaniards, worn ont by past trials, oonld not 
stand this new disappfnntment, but gave way to despair. Without 
a supply of maiie, it would be impossible to subsist through the 
winter, or to sustain the daily and protracted toils of building 
the vesseb for their departure. Their imaginations magnified 
the difficulties before tfaem, and painted eiery thing in^dark 
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oolors. How were thej to build veeeels fitted to stand & Mft 
Toyage, deatitate as they were of pitch and tar, of sails and cord- 
age ? How were ibej to navigate without map, or sea-chart, or 
|dlot } — How were thej to asoertMn at what plaoe the great riTer 
on which they were to embark disembogued ilaelf into the ooeanf 
Sorely did they lament their having retamed i^m the &r vest, 
and given up their project of reaching New Spun by land. Al 
to the pUtn of esDaping by sea, nothing, said they, but a miracle 
would enable them to carry it into effect. 

Snoh were the deapondiDgs of many of the Spaniards ; and, 
indeed, a general gloom preruled through the camp, when they 
were agtun encouraged 1^ intclligenoe derived from some of the 
Indians of Anilco. They told them that at the dist«noe of two 
days' journey, on the banks of the ilIisBi8sippt, t&ete were two 
towns near to each other, in the country of Aminoya, a region of 
exuberant fertility ; in these they would probably find maiae, and 
other provisions, in abundance. 

On receiving this cheering intelligence, the governor imme- 
£ately detached Juan da Aliasoo, with a strong party of horse 
ud foot, to visit these places.* They were acoompanied by many 
of the Indians of Anilco, who ware at war with those of Aminoya 
After a hard march of two days, they came to the towns, which 
were situated close together, in an open ohampugn country, and 
surrounded by a creek or ditch, filled with water from the Missis- 
uppi, so as to form au island. 

De Aiiasco entered the villages without oppniitton, the in- 
habitants having fled on their approach. To the great joy of the 
Spaniards, the houses were abundantly stocked with maiio, and 
other grain ; vegeUbles, nuts, aooms, and dried fruits, swdi as 
■ PortugneM Relatioa, e. 36. 
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gnpoi and [Janu. In one of ihe houea tliey fosnd an M. 
woman, who ma too infirm to nuke h«T eao^ta. She wked thmn 
why they oune to that villaga. Thej lepUed, to winter them 
The old beldame diook her heftd, and told them thatwaa no pkoa 
for winter quarters. Svery foortaen jeara, she aud, there waa 
■a nnoommon riaa of &e great riTer, so aa to inundate all the 
aarronndiag oonntry, and eompel tl^e inhabitanta to t«ke refnge 
in the upper part of their hoosea. Ihia, ahe added, waa the four- 
teenth year, and an inondation waa to be ez{Mcted. The Span- 
iards, howerer, made light of her warning, oonaidering it an old 
wives' &Ue, without tefleoHag that apoient feiidmta of the kind 
are the ohrooiolas of IomJ fiMt. 
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THE SFAMAXDS ARKIVB AT AMIirOTA CDMinCItCB BCILDIIta SRIO- 

AtnaiBI — qVAKKEL BSTWZKIf THB CACIQUE, OUACHOTA, AND 
THE CAPTAIN GENKKAl. 07 AXILOO— UHGCLAA CHALIXNOE 07 
THE LATTEE. 

IMt. 

HAvna fixed himself in ono of the towns, Be AUssoo Bent &d- 
Tioea to the gorernor of his Huocess, md of the abundance th&t 
prerailed around him. Mosoobo immediately set off with the re- 
ndue of the tamj to join him. Notwithstanding their prospect 
of Bpcedjr repose and good qnarten, this was ta hard a march as 
anj the troops had experienced, linfeebled bj Bioknesa and 
famine, they had to traTerse several swamps, in a drenching storm 
of rain, and a Intter nortb wind. 

The hearts of the poor way-worn Spaniards leaped within 
them when they onoe more came in sight of the Mississippi, for 
tbey regarded it nt the highway by whitAt they were to escape ont 
of this land of disaster. They entered the village of Aminoyai 
as a haren of repose, and thanked God that they had at length 
reached a spot where thry might rest a while fhim their wayfi^- 
ing. Indeed, had they not found, at this juncture, a plaoe of 
abnndaiMM, it is probable most of them would have pariahed un- 
der the rigors and privations of the winter. As it was, many 
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of them but guoed this pUoe of rest to die. The exoitemest of 
the mueh had atuaalated them bejond their streagth ; when no 
longer exertion wm neceaBtry, the; fell into sickaeu and lethar- 
gy, and in the oonrae of a few daje above fifty of them expired. 

Among thoH vbo had thna rarvived the toils and perils of 
the march, to perieli in the plaoe of refuge, wm Andres de Vas- 
eoDoelloB, a Portagaeee cavalier of noble blood, who had distin- 
gniflhed himself on various oooasions in the oonrae of this fatal 
enterpiiae. 

No one, however, was more lamented by the army than the 
brave and generons Nafio Tobar, a cavalier no less valiant and 
noble than unfortunate. Having had the ill Inck, at the oatset 
of the enterprise, throngh an error of love, to displease the gover- 
nor De Soto, he had never been for^ven, althoogh he had repaired 
his wrong to the lady by marriage, and atoned to his oommandor 
by repeated acts of cliivalroas bravery. On the contrary, he had 
ever been treated by De Soto with a rigor and disdun, from 
which his great merits and services shoold have shielded him ; 
nor had he been restored to hu military rank nnder that gener- 
al's saooessor, Mosooeo. 

Seeing the favorable situation of the village ot Aminoya, and 
the abundance of the snrroanding coantry, the governor resolved 
to establish his winter qnarters, and bnild his brigantines here,' 
It is tme it was abont sixteen leagues above the residence of 
Goacboya, where he had intended to winter, bat that was imma- 
terial i the grand object was attained, a secorc plaoe on the Hia- 



■ Mr. HeCoIkidi n^ipasa the nlUge of AjtunajB Ui 
In the Mighboriwod «f tb» jnttai l«rwn td HeUna, abow 
tbe Aj^muu. 
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■ifldippi for the oonstniotion of Iiia Teasek, mnd his propOBed 
Bmbarkation. 

To resdw hifl poBitioa more oomforUble uid secnre. he 
destroyed one of the two adjaoent Tillagea, and oanied ali its 
provisions, wood, aad provender, to the other. This was ror- 
ronnded by palisades, and he aetaboat streDgtheaiiig its defences, 
bat such was the debilitated state of his men, that it oost him 
twentj days to Mcomplish the work. Bang now, however, in 
good qnarters, with plenty of food, and snfiering no molestation 
from the natives, they soon began to recover from their &tignes 
and mahtdies, and, with the renovation of their strength, their 
spirits likewise revived. 

They now set to work to constmot seven brigantines, for the 
embarakation of all their force. They were built under the super- 
intendence of Francisco, the Genoese, the same who had on 
variotis oooaaioDS been efficient in constructing bridges, rafts, and 
boats, being tJlie only person in the army who knew any thing of 
ship-building. He was assisted by four or five carpenters, of 
Biscay. Another Qenoese and a Oatalonian, skilled, as their ' 
oountrymen nsoally are, in nautioal affiura, engaged to calk the 
Teesels. 

A Portnguese, who had been a slave among the Moors of Fes, 
bad learned the naa of the saw, and inatmcted some of the soldiers 
in th } art. He was to reduce the timber felled in the neighbor- 
ing forests into suitable planks ; while a cooper, who was almost 
at death's door, promised, as soon as he was able to work, to make 
water^asks for the vessels. 

All the iron work treasured up from former embarkations 
was now brought forth, and every srtiole of iron that oould be 
spared from other purposes. The chains were knocked off the 
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IndUn i»ptiT«B, eron the iron sturaps of the troopens were giren 
up, and wooden onea sabetitoted in thur plaoe. A forge ma 
elected to woi^ up thtie mktemli into the neeeuar; fonni, Mid 
thus the whole nndertaking soon begui to wew an eneoan^ng 
upect. 

AMistanoe wu ■bo rendered from other qnvtere. The old 
friend uid ally of the Spftniudo, Omohojk, hMnng of their ratnm, 
Dftme with pnaenta of proviiions, and renewed his former inter- 
oonrse. The cosiqne Aniloo also, tanght by tlie eerore treatment 
he had brought upon himMlf hy former hoatilify, now tent hia 
naptain general, with a nnnerons retiaiie, entreating the friend- 
ship of the governor, and pleading ill health aa an exonsa for hifl' 
not ooming in penwn. The o^itain general was reouTed <nth 
groat oeremony and respaet ) he waa shrewd and intelligent, and' 
acquitted himself with great address in his intereonrse with tbe 
Spaniards. He mragled among them fiuniliarly, aoqnainted fainh 
self with their plans and wishes, and transmitted an aceonnt rf 
every thing to Ids eainqne, who immediately contributed erery 
'asustaaee in his power. Erery day or two oame eappliea from 
Aniloo of fish and other prorisions, together with Tarioua materials 
for the ships, such as oordage of rarians siies, made of graM and 
Gbrous plants, and mantles made of an herb resembling the mal- 
lows, containing a fibre like flax, wEiieh the Indians wrought into 
tiiread, and dyod with Tarioos colon. 

Guachoya emulated Anilco in sni^ying the rarions wants of 
the Spaniards, but fell short of him in constant assiduity. Both 
caeiqtiea famished numbers of their sutiieets to serve in the eamp, 
and to do the rough work about the ships. 

To carry on their ship-building without interruption from 
storms and inundations, the Spaniards erected foor large frame 
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bnitdiiigB. Within theae both officers and men toiled iritliout 
dtBtinetioD, sKwing plsukH, twisting eordage, niRkiiig (Mrs, and 
hammering ont iron, and their only pride iras shovn in striving 
who should do the most work. 

The cordage fornished bj Anilco wsa fabrioat«d into ri^ng 
and oablee, and when this wu not soffioient, the rinds of mol- 
berry-trees were sabstitnted. The Indian mantles, when sound 
and entire, were formed into suls ; the old ones were picked into 
shreds to calk the vessels. For this latter purpose, also, nso 
was made of an herb resembling hemp, called Bneqnen ; and in 
place of tar the seams were payed with the rosin and gum of 
Tsrions trees, and with an nnctaons kind of earth. 

During the whole winter the captain general of Anitoo was 
continually with the Spaniards, officiating as the representative 
of his caoiqne, mingling in all their conoems, administering to 
their wants, and seemin^y taking as much interest in their plans 
as if they had been his own. His important services, and the 
hearty good will wiUi which they were rendered, made him so 
popular with both officers and soldiers, that fae received, on all 
occasions, such honors as would have been paid to hia caoiqna 

jUI this awakened the jealousy and anger of Goachoy^ He 
had secretly sought to revive the former hostilities between the 
Spaniards and Aniloo, bat his intrigues had been in vain. His 
spleen at length broke forth, in presence of the. governor and his 
officers, on the oocasion of some new honors which they paid to 
the captain general He represented the latter as a mere servant 
and vassal, base in bis origin, poor in his circnm stances, and re- 
, monstrated with the Spaniards for paying more honors to a man 
of such condition, than to a powerful chieftain. 

The genoial of Aniloo listened with a calm, nnohangjng coan- 
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teUDOe nntil he bftd finuriied, then, uklng pennuakM of Um gov- 
ernor, he replied with generoos warmtb, ahowing bin hononble 
descent from the skme anoeBton ma his eaeiqne, ftnd his high 
atkoding, as aeoond only to hia chieftain, and commander of his 
''foroea. He reminded Gnuhoja of Ttctories which he had gain- 
en orer hia fathar, himael^ and hia brothera, all of whom he had, 
at dilEerent times, had in his power and treated magnanimooalj ; 
finally, as a mortal trid of prowess, he defied Gnaohoja to enter 
alone with him into a canoe, and lanitoh themselves on the His- 
aisaippL The ahodc of Gvaehoja laj several leagnea down the 
river, that of the general of AniW up the tributar; stream whioh 
entered into the MiasisaippL Ha who ahonld aoirive the mortal 
struggle of the vojnge, uid navigate the canoe to his home, wovld 
be the nndispnted victor. 

The eaptun general of Antloo oanclnded his wana and in- 
dignant apeeoh, bnt Ouaehoya neither accepted the challenge nor 
answered a word, bnt remained with eonfosod and downoaat coon- 
tenanoe. From that time forward the general was held in higher 
estimatioo than ever by the cavaliers and the arm; in general.* 

• Qardluo de U Yega, lih v. F. iL e. la 
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THE LUOVE or THE CICIQUES AGAIDBT THE SPANIABDS OOlfZALO 

RLVESTKE ROUOBLT HAKDLKB AH INDIAN — ROW THE DS8IONB 
E CACIQUES WEB.E FRUSTRATED. 



While the SpuiUrdi were diligently employed building thnr 
brig&ntineB, the nstiTei of tbe snironnding prorinoes were plotting 
their destrnction. On the opporite side of the Miuiseippi, a few 
leagnei below Aminoya, extended the TBst, fmitfnl, ftod popnlon> 
province of Qnignaltanqni ; the same province which hkd been 
visited by > soonting party, sent by Hernando De Soto, dnring 
his sojcmm at Gnachoya; on whioh occasion, the reader may re- 
collect, tainting nesBagea were sent by the oaciqne to the gover- 
nor. The eaciqne of Qnignaltanqae wM yonng and wariike; 
beloved thronghont his extensive dominions, and feared I9 his 
neighbors on aoconnt of his great power. 

Betuning his former enmity to the Spaniards, he learnt with 
alarm that they were aguu in his neighborhood, and bnilding 
great barks, whioh might give them command of the river, or en- 
able them to leave the ooantry, and retnm in greater force to 
eonqoer it. He sent envoys, therefore, among the neighboring 
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OBOiqnw on both sides of the river, and s league wu fonned to 
combine their forces st m certain time, for s generid ttssaolt npon 
the Spuiuda. 

The oaoiqne of Anilco was invited to enter into the leagne, 
bat be remuned tnte to the Spsuiards, uid sent the govemor 
secret intelligence of the oonapirso;. Hoscoso ordered ftddition* 
si gnsrds to be ststioned sbout the camp, and patrols kept np b^ 
night and day, and rigilant mtoh to be mainttined orer the 
places where the arms and monitions of war were deposited. In 
the mean time, envoys arrived at all honrs of the day and nigfat 
from the caciqne of Quigualtanqni and hts allies, bringing mes- 
BBges of friendship, accompanied by presents. The governor 
perceived, by their roving abont the camp, and taking note of 
every thing, that they were mere spies. He gave peremptwy 
orders, therefore, that so Indian should oome by night to the vil- 
lage ; but his mandates were dlsr^arded. 

One night, Gonnlo Silvestre, with a comrade, was on dnty 
as sentry at one of the gates of the village. He was jost recover- 
ing from a severe illness, and was yet feeble. About the mid-watch, 
he descried in the clear moonlight two Indians approaching, witii 
bows and arrows in their hands, and lofty pltunes on their heads. 
They advanced towards the gate across a fidlen tree, which serv- 
ed as a bridge over tht foss& Silvestre, who knew the peremptory 
orders of the governor, and the Inrking treachery which snr> 
rounded them, felt his blood boil at sight of these interlopers. 
"Here oome two Indians," svd he to his comrade j how dare 
they come at night, in defiance of the prohibition of the governor t 
By the mass, the first that enters this gate shall feel the edge of 
my sword." 

His oomrade bulged him to leave the Indian to tarn, as he 
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ma rttong uid well, uid Silrestre bat feeble in health. " By no 
meuu," replied the other; "lam strong enoogh to give Ukbo 
unpndeat Mvages a leuoo." 

The ladUa draw nigh, uid finding the gftte open, enterad 
without heeitfttion. la an instant, SiWestre gave the foremoat a 
l^w in the &oe with hii aword, and felled him to ths gronad. 
The savage recovered himaelf, anatohed up bia bow and anowa, 
and plun^ng into the fosse, swam to the other side; His eom- 
panion fled aerosa the lallen tree, and leaping into bia canoe, made 
the beat^f his way aoross the HiBsiasippL 

At snnrise, four Indian warriors appeared at the camp, corn* 
plaining in the name of all the neighboring caoiqaes of this vio- 
lation of the peace existing between them, and demanding that, 
aa the wounded Indian waa a warrior of rank, the soldier who 
stmok him ahoold be pnt to death. Bmbaaaiea of the kind were 
repeated at noon, and in the evening, the latter aunoondng that 
the warrior had died of bis wotuid. 

Lnis de Moscoso gave evasive and hanghty relies to the am- 
baaaadora, wbidi greatly incensed the diieftaina of the leagne. 
They concealed Uieir rage and hatred, however, oonsoling them- 
selves with the idea that the day of vengeance waa at hand. In 
the mean time, each caeiqne assembled his warriors, and prepared 
for the signal blow. Their plan was to burst soddenly open the 
Spaniards, and massacre every one of them. Shonld they &il in 
this, they were to set Are to the hoiks of the vessels, and thus 
prevent their departure. They might then exterminate them by 
degrees ; for they were aware of their diminished numbers, and 
that but few horses survived — these objeote of thoir chief terror 
— above all, they knew that the brave Hernando de Soto waa no 
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The SpanUrdB were »wu« that the momeutons d»y ma near 
at hand : for some of the ^i«8 who visited the eamp had comfort- 
ed the Indian oaptiTes with assar&noes of ipeed; deliTcraaoe and 
rerenge ; all which the Indian women had rerealed to their naa- 
tera. Added to this, aa the nighta were atill and serene, tbey 
would hear the laitmuuisg aoond of Indian gatJieringa on both 
udee of the rirer, and eonld see the eamp firea gleaming in differ* 
mt direotiona. 

When thia storm of war was about to burst npon the Span- 
iards, there came on a sadden riring of the rirer The predie- 
tion of the old Indian woman was verified. Althon^ tiiere had 
been no fkll of run for a month, yet the Mississippi, in the 
month of Haroh, swelled above its banks, and innndated the conn- 
trj for several leagues on boHi aides of the river. The green 
fields and forests were transformed into a broad sea, with the 
bnmchea and tops of the trees rising above the snrfsoe, and m- 
noes gliding between them in every direetioo. The town in 
which the army was quartered was on a rising ground, yet the 
water rose in the lower parts of Uie hooaes, and obliged the troops 
to take refoge in the garrets, or on sheds erected on strong }h1w. 
They had to quarter their horses in the same manner ; and for 
some time it was impossible to go abroad, excepting in caooea, or 
on horseback, when the vrater would roaoh to the etirrupe of tita 
trooper. It was in oonseqnenoe of these inundations, says the 
Spanish historian, that the Indians built their villages on high 
hills, or artifioial mounds. The houses of the ehieftuns were 
often built upon piles, with npper floors, where they nught tak* 
refuge from the freshets. 
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nn cioupmB or the LSAora aoaik pskpisx to attack Ihx 

BFANIAAD8 — ^AN INDIAN SFY—A fLOT SETECTSD. 



The nrelliDg of the IfiwiMippi and inand&tion of the Harroand- 
iDg oonntry, diBpersed the hordes of sarage wuriora, and forced 
them to take rofnge in their villages. The oaoiqoe, however, did 
not abandon their evil design, but kept up a semblADoe of friend- 
ship, sending repeated messages and presonM. Hosooso ordered 
» Tigitant watch to be kept abont the village, and especially about 
the brigantines, permitting no Indians to oome near them in 
their canoes, through fear of some treaoheroos design. 

The swollen river subsided as slowly as it had risen, and it 
ins two months before it shrunk within its natural channel. As 
soon as the surface of the eonntry was anfficientlj dry, the oa- 
ciqnes agun gathered their forces for their premeditated attack. 

The General of Anilco gave the governor warning of their 
movemonta, and offered to bring a Urge force of Indians to assist 
him ; trat Hosooso declined his offer, lest his services should em- 
broil the generoos Aniloo with his neighbors, after the departure 
of the Spaniards, 
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Anxions to proonre partiaular infonnation of tJie plana of the 
oonapirators, Hobooso ordered an Indian, who <ira8 loitering about 
the town, and whom he soBpeoted to be a Bp3r, to be put to the 
rack. This ia always a sore mode of forcing ont round awertioDS, 
whether true or fitlse. The Indian, nnder tortnre, declared that 
twenty caoiques of the neighborhood were about to attack the 
camp with a large army : that to pnt him off hia guard and ood- 
oeal their treachery, they were to send a present of fish three 
days before the attack, and another present on the appointed day. 
That the Indians who brought the fish, oombiuing with those who 
seired in the oamp, were to setse upon aU lances and other wea- 
pons that were at band, and set fire to the hooseB. At the sif^t 
of the flames, the eaoiqnes, with their troops, were to rush firom 
the places where they lay in ambush, and assail the Spaniards on 
kU sides, in the height of th^ confusion. 

The goTemor, having heard the story, ordered the Indian to 
be kept in chains. On the day he had mentioned, thirty Indiana 
oame into the town, bearing presents of fish and messageA of 
kindness. The governor immediately ordered them to be seised, 
taken aside separately, and examined concerning the conspiracy. 
They attempted no defence, but made full confession of the plot. 
Moscoso, with bis usual rigor, ordered forthwith that their right 
hands should be cut off, and that they shonld be sent, thus muti- 
lated, to their homes, to give warning to the caciques that their 
treachery was discovered. The stoical savages bore their punish- 
ment without flinching; scarce was the hand of one stricken oS, 
when another laid his arm upon the block. Their patience and 
firmness extorted the pity and admiration even of their enemies. 

This sanguinary punishment of their envoys put an end to 
the league of the caciques, who gave np their plan of attacking 
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the eamp, Mid ntamfid euh one to his proTinoe, bnt with heuta 
bent on farther lioBtilitj. 

Onsohojra had more than enoe been nupeeted l:^ the Spui- 
Urds of secret participation in this plot, and had even been oharp 
ed with it by the Indian ipy, when under the tortnre. There 
docB not appear to have been oertain proof; and, indeed, all theae 
Btories of plots and oonspira^es related by In^ans of each other, 
are to be reotired with ^reat distnut. The Spaniards, donbtleas, 
were often deoeiTcd by their alltes, who Bon^t through their 
medna, to cripple their rivalB and Bntagonieta ; and mnoh need- 
leu hostility and bloodshed did they bring upon thentaelTeB by 
some hanh measure, either to punish or prerent aome imputed 
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PCtAL rSEPAKATlOXS OP HOSCOSO ASD HIS TOLLOWSBS. 
W3. 

Moscoso and Iiia offioen, eonnDced of their perilous Bitiuti<Hi 
thus svrroonded b; open aad secret foes, applied themselTes as- 
Hdnoosly to complete their utuunent, uid proride stores for tho 
Toyage. Goaehoya, eonsdons of the late snspicions entertained 
of him, ledonhled his seal in famishlDg maiie, fish, and othv 
supplies, and Anilco continued to the last his friendly oSoes. 
Throoghont all their wandering the Spaniards had pr^rved a 
nnmbeF of the nriiM whidt they had brought with them to stock 
their intended settlement These had, in hct, moltiplied daring 
the march, and others which had strayed away, or been given to 
the Indians, had likewise produced their increase. The Spaniards 
now killed those that remained with them, excepting a doien and 
a half which they retained alive, in case th«y should yet &rm a set- 
tlement near the sea coast, and a few which they made presents to 
Aniloo and Ouachoya. The caroasses were then cut up and made 
into bacon for ships' provisions. Of fifty horses that remained, 
they determined that twenty of the least valuable should be killed 
and pot up for provisions. This was a painfol alternative, on ao- 
ooont of their long companionship in wayfaring, and the faithful 
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servioeB they h&d rendered. The; were tied to atekea at night, 
a vein opened, and they were thos left to bleed to death. The 
flesh was then parboiled and dried in the ann, and laid up among 
the Bw stores. Canoes were linked together, two and two, to 
oonvey the others, their fore feet being placed in one oanoe and 
their hind feet in the other, &nd the canoes were barricaded with 
boards and hides to ward off the arrows of the Indians. 

When the brigantines were ready for service, there was an 
naufiual' swelling of the river, so that tbfi water reached the place 
where they were on the stocks, and they were laonched with great 
ease. This was a fbrtnnate circumstance, for they were built of 
sack thin planks, and &stened with sach short nails, that they 
might have bnlged in being transported over land. They were 
merely large harks, open except at the bow and stem, where they 
had coverts to protect the sea stores. Along the gnuwales were 
bulwarks of boards and hides, and boards were lud athwart them 
to serve as decks. They had seven oars on each side, at whtoh 
all were to take their turns indiscriminately, excepting the cap- 
tuns. Each brigantine had two commanders, to that in emer- 
geneies, one might act on shore, while the otb&r remained to 
govern on board. 

The little squadron being now afloat and all ready for embark- 
ation, the governor made his final arrangements on shore. Two 
days before his departure he took a kind farewell of Quaohoya, 
and the captain general of Antico, sending them both back to 
their homes, first making them promise to live in friendship with 
eaoh other after he was gone. The next day he dismissed the 
greater part of the Indians, male and female, who had been in 
the service of the camp, rettuning those only, of both sexes, who 
were of distant tribes and had followed the army in iU wandei' 
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iagB. B«t ft iiMninl sorriTsd, not mbove thirt;, oat of a mnlti- 
tads tlkftt bftd tnm tine to timo been eaptiired and redaoed to 
WNiiinde, is the eoane of their extenuTe mmrehings. The rest 
hftd perished bj degrees, in the Twiooi hftrdehipa to which thej 
lad been expoaed. These sniriTora had, for the moet part, be- 
OOMS attached to the Spaniaida, and iBoreoTer, dreaded to be left 
UMBg tb« stnnge tribes, iriio mi^t eoaUTe and maltreat them." 

* ttm Tmhmutmi 'S****^™ miiat &b nambcf' of Indians flmi ambaikad, 
anymt tow Inadnd. Hm namber girra \ij tk Inci is most probaUc^ 
faotti nanstiTss hknng jrtma a d y Mated that moat of tha Indiaaa vbo had 
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BOAHXATIOM or TOB ST AHUUW VPOH THK TDtBOam — A OKAin 
AHD COMCKKTKD ATTICE BT A I,A&OX fLEKT OF CANOES, AMD 

HOW Tax SFAKUKM FAKED OOMZAI^ SltVICSTBE GKKT OK 

SHORE WITH A DETACHMKNT OT HBK FOE PE0VI810NS — ^LOSS OF 
THEOl aOESKS. 

1U8. 

On tlie MOond day of July, the SpKaikrda embuked on board 
tbeir BeTen IniguitiiieB. The largest oae, named the Cipitana, 
ma oommanded b; Lois de Moboom, u admiral of this little fleet. 
Of the numerons and brilliant host that liad entered on this 
hert^ but disastrons enterpriw, not quite three hundred and 
fifty survived ; and these in forlorn and wretohed plight ; their 
onoe brilliant armor battored, broken, and mated; their rich 
and silken raiment rednoed'to rags, or replaced by the skins of 
vild beasts. 

The son ma setting as they got nnder way, and the gloom of 
evening seemed an emblem of their darkening fbrtunes. They 
were abandoning the fruit of all their labor and hardships, th« 
ezpeoted reward ot their daring exploits, the land of their golden 
dreams. They were lannohing forth on a vast and nnkaown 
^ver, leading they knew not whither, and were to trarer*^, in 
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tnH and ntddj oonBtmctod btu-lcs, without tAaut or oompwn, 
gnat vutes of ooon, to whicli they irere stnuigers, bordered by 
tKnge eouts, in the ymgoe hope of reaching some Ciiristian shore, 
on vhich they would laud beggars I 

With Bail and oar they porsued their oonrBe ^ night, and on 
the following morning passed hj the residence of Goaohoya. 
Here they Coand many of the inhalutants waiting in their canoea 
to reoeire them, and beheld a rnstio bower of branches of trees 
prepared for their leoepiion. The governor, however, excused 
himself from landing, whereupon Uie Indians aooompanied him ia 
their canoes to where the river forked into two branohes. They 
warned him that he was near the residence of Quignaltanqui, and 
offered to aceompany hiro, and make war npon that oacique ; bnt 
the governor, who desired nothing less than any hostile enooon- 
ter with the natives, declined their offer, and dismissed them. 

The little fleet eontinaed its coarse by the main branch of 
the river, where there was a rapid current ; and iu the afteruxm 
hauled to shore on the left bank, where the Spaniards passed the 
rest of the day in a spacious wood. At night they re-embarked, 
and continued their oonrae. On the following day, they landed 
near a village whieh the Indians had abandoned, and took a 
woman prisoner, who informed them that the caeiqne of Qnigoal- 
tanqtu had aBsembled all his forces fnrUier down Uie river, and 
was wuting to attack them. 

This infaUigeDoe put them on their gnard, bat made them 
ready to suspect hostilities, where perhaps they were not intended. 
They had not prooeeded much farther down the river, when, as they 
were fora^ng on shore, and carrying off proviuons wherever they 
£)nnd them, they perceived a nnmber of oanoes hovering en .the 
^ipoaite side of the river, and, as they thongbt, menaeii^ hostilj- 
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tin. The eroBS-bow man immedUtel; ]«Bped in the ouioea Uutt 
were utent of the brigaotineB, piuhed aoross the river, and readily 
dinpersed the savages. No sooner had the cross-bow men returned 
to the brigantinei, and the latter got under weigh, than the light 
barks of the savages were again in sight ; keepbg ahead of the 
squadron, and drawing np near a village that stood on a hi^ 
bank, thej seemed disposed to make battle. The aanoes were 
again manned, the Indwns were onoe more dispersed, and the 
Spaniarda landing, set fire to the village ; after which, they en- 
camped for the tof^t in an open plun. 

Whatever may have been the previous disposition and inteih- 
tiona of the Indiana, tbey had now ftir grounds for hostility ; nor 
did they &il to wage it to the utmost. On the following morn- 
ing, a powerful fleet of oanoes was in sight, apparently the com- 
bined force of the hostile caoiqaes. Somo of them were <tf great 
siie, with from fourteen to twenty-five paddles on a side, and ear- 
ned from thirty to seventy warriors. They darted across the 
water with the speed of race horses. 

The oanoes of the oaciquea, and somo of the prinoipal war- 
riors, were brilliantly painted, both within and without ; the pad- 
dles, the rowers, and even the warriors themselves, from the feet 
to the scalping tuft, were painted of one color. Some were blue, 
others yellow or whito, red, green, violet or black, according to 
the device or taste of the chieftain. 

Per that day, and part of the next, they followed the Span- 
iards without attacking them, keeping time in rowing fay chanting 
wild soi^ of different cadences, short or long, slow or fast, accord- 
ing to the speed with which they desired to move, and closing each 
obantwith a terrific and deafening yell, shouting the name of Qui- 
gttaltanqni. The burthen of these wild war songs, was ib» ohiv- 
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aJbvm tt^loiti of their anoeaton, tad tito daring deedi of thdr 
oUaftam, bj naaltu^ tba neawrj of lAidi, they roused them- 
Mhaa to batUa. Thej proudly vaunted their own fearleaniest 
and valoT, while tb^ taantad the Spaniuda irith eowar^ee in fly* 
tag tnm thur anaa, and thieateaed to OTeTthmr them, and make 
«k« food for fiabea. 

About noim ttt tb« aeoond day, thwe waa a moTsmcnt among 
ikt loat of eanoea. They aepanted into three difilBrent diviaioiu, 
fiT wi^ a Tan, eentre, and rear, and approaehed the right hank of 
tba river. The eanoea in the van then darted forward, glided iJong 
to tba ri^t of tbe brigantines, and eraeaing the river obliquely, 
diarf m yged a aboww of anowa, wfaieh wounded many Spaniards, 
in ^ita of their ahidda and bolwarka. They then lAeded 
; the riTer in front ot dte brigantines, atar 
. right bank. The seoond aqnadron, 
aoBponng the oeatra of the fieet, perfiHined the aane manaeovre, 
asd having diaehargad their arrowa, reeroaaed the river, and 
ttationed thenuelvea in front of the van. The rear did Ukewiae, 
and then took up thur poaiUw in front of all 

Aa the earavela advaneed, the Indiana repeated their attack 
after the aame manner, always returning to the right bank of die 
river. In this manner the aavagaa battled with the Spaniards 
aD the day long, never giving th«B a momoat'i rest, and breaking 
tbnr repoae during the night by inoeesant slarma. 

When tbe Spaniards were fiiat attacked, they manned the 
eanoea in which the horses were, for the purpose of proteotii^ 
then, aa they eipected to eombat hand to hand with the savagea. 
Peroeiving, however, the intenti<n of the enemy to fight at a dis- 
tanoe, and gall them with their arrows, and finding theptaelna 
azposed to their fire, they retnmed to the brigantiiw^ baving 
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thfl hones with no other defence mto the skina of animda thrown 
orer them. 

Id theM 0(mteBtB, the Spuuards had to return the enem^i 
fire from their orou-bowB, fi>r their arquehiuea had never been 
of nee Binoe the destrtiotioa of tiieir gnnpoirder, at the conflagra- 
tion of MauTilo, and they had been wrought np with other articles 
into iron work for the brigantinei. Thej Bought not, howerer, 
to moke ofienuTe war, but merely to keep the enem; at bay, 
while the rowers plied their oon ; and they sheltered themoelTes 
u well as they were able, with bufiklo skins, and shields made of 
double mats, through whioh on arrow eould not penetrate. 

This harassing wtr&re continued for sererol days and nights, 
until most of the Spftniards were wounded, and oU were worn out 
with fatigne and watching, and with the weight of their armor. 
Of the horses, also, only eight remained alive. The Indians, at 
length, desisted from their attacks, and hoveied at the disttuioo 
of half a league. 

The Qovemor, imagining they hod given over all farther hos- 
tilitis, and supposing that the sea ooold be at no great distance 
ahead, was desirous of procuring a fresh supply of provisions. 
Observing a small village on the banks of the river, he sent G«n- 
■alo Silvestre on shore with a hundred men and the eight horses, 
to seek supplies. The inhabitants of the village fled with loud 
yells at the approach of snch strange people, and strange animals. 
Silvestre found abundance of inaiie and dried fruits, with sUna 
of different animals, and among the rest, a martin skin, decorated 
with strings of pearl, which appeared to have been used as a ban- 
ner. While he and his party were making plunder of every thing 
in their way, they heard the trumpet olamcronsly sounding their 
recalL Hurrying to the river bank, they beheld a fleet of canoes 
18» 
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piIGBg towirdfl tlieiB with »11 apvod, «Ule n Iwitd of Indisiu wen 
nuuting to cot them off 1^ land. Springiiig into their flmnoes, 
thej polled with deapento exertiou to the higMitinee, Bbsndon- 
log the hwaea to their &te. The Indius tamed to renl their 
fuj ^Miti the Utter. The gtJlutt ■■*-'«'■ defended themaelTea 
hy kiding and plnn|png ; sonie of the aavagee were ao frightened 
at what thej took for fnodona beaata, that thej le^ed into the 
water ; the reat, however, huted the poor hones like ao many 
deer, tranafixed than with their anowa, and made an end of 
tbem. 

Tlma miseraUj perished the remnant of the three hnndnd 
and fifty noUe oteeda, that had entered Florida iu inch gotgoona 
amy. As the Spaniards beheld these generons and fkithM 
animals alanghterad befbn thur eyes, whbost being able to aid 
tbem, they Borrowed deeply, and shed tears fw than aa thon^ 
they had beoi Untax own ehildren.* 

• Qtidlto da Is Tegs, Ux Ti c B. FntosMM Behtia^ a S8. 
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THS mU-BKKED— OKOXKTAIir TATI OT OS QDZIUII. 



Tn Indiani oonliniisd to folltnr at laate diitanM is tha rear ot 

tlis Spuiardi, KttMkiiig soy of their reanb thst lagged behind, 
mitil the uxteenth day of this haraniiig Tojage. 

On board of one of the brigaatines wai a loI^er naned 
Eateran ABex. He wai of low birth, bat had joined the ezpedi- 
tion aa a trooper. Hia ateed, thoo^ of aorrj appeannoe, had 
prored tongfa md itrosg, and vaa among the laat tliai periahed. 
Owing to hia being monntad, ABe> had been engaged in aome of 
the moat perilona aerrioe of the expedition, and though ha had 
serer perfonnod anj thing of note, had gunad the repoUtion of 
a gallant man. Thia, added to his natural matioity and narrow 
Spirit, had lendered him weak and Taingloriona. Thia day he got 
into the eanoe, attaebed to the stem of the brigantine, nnder 
pretenoe of going to apeak with tho goremor, bat in reality on a 
hare-bnuned projeeL He entioed with him An yoang oaTaliem 
of baoyant apirita and daring ralor, promiring them aome bril- 
liant exploit One of them, Oarloa Eniiqoei, searee twen^ years 
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of age, gncefol in form, and with & ootntenaace of anrpMsing 
beaaty, wu the o&toral son of Don Culos Enriqnes, who fell 
l»«Tel7 fighting in the battle of Manvila. 

Esteran Aflei, with these fire gallant young eavaliers, polled 
direotlj for the Indian fleet that stretohed aoroea the rtTer in the 
rear. The governor witnessiDg this mad freak, ordered the 
trumpets to sound » reoKlL The captains of the brigantinea 
likewise shouted and made signs to them to retom. The louder 
they shouted the more obstinate and Tungloriona grew Estenn 
Anes, and instead of returning he made signs for the brigaatmes 
to follow him. When Luis de Uoseoso beheld the stubbornness 
of this madman, he dispatched forty-six Spaniards in three canoes 
after him, Towing to hang him the moment he should be brought 
back. Joan de Onsman, the oommaader of one of the bri^n- 
tines, was the first to leap into the oanoe, followed by his friend 
Joan de Vargas. Gnaman prided himself upon his skill in man- 
aging a oanoe, and reeisted the entreaties of his friends that he 
would remain in the brigantine. 

The savages peroeiTing their approsdi, made a retrograde 
morement, for the purpose of leading them away from the brig- 
antises, whiob, hafing furled their sails, were pulling slowly 
against the onrrent to reinforce their oomradea Estevan Aiie^ 
howoTBr, being blinded by his sottish vanity, instead of mistrust- 
ing their designs, was deceived by this stratagem, and palled 
with redoubled might towards them, crying, " they fly I they fly 1 
at them I at them I" The other three oanoes increased thwr ef- 
fbrts likewise, hoping eiAer to detain him or lend him soocor. 

The Indians allowed their foes to drtfw nigk, then altered dte 
dIapoHtion of their foroea, the centre retreating, so as to form a 
half moon, and thus luring the Christians into the midst of them. 
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They than assailed thsm fniiotiBlf in front and flank. Some leap- 
ed into the water and orertnmed the oanoea of the Spaniarda, 
many of whom were carried down by the weight of their armor 
and drowned. Some who kept themselTei np by awimtning were 
■hot with arrows, or atmck orer the head with paddles, and others 
who dung to the orertnmed canoes were beaten off. In this 
manner, wttbont being able to make the lea^t defence, forty-eight 
Spaiuards miserably porished. Foor alone escaped. One was 
Pedro Horon, die half-breed, who was an expert swimmer, and 
ezoeedisgly skilful in the management of a oanoe ; he had fallen 
in the river, bnt with great dexterity and strength reoorered his 
bark and made his escape, bearing off with him three other sol- 
diers. One of them, named Alvaro Nieto, battled alone and 
kept the savages at bay, whilst Pedro Moron gnided the oanoe ; 
bnt neither the prowess and valor of the one, nor the dexterity 
and skill of the other, would have availed them anght, had not 
the brigantine of Jnan da Gntman fortanately been near. This 
bark was in advance of the rest, the oiew having made greater 
exertion, aware that their much loved leader was in the midst of 
the affray ; thus they resoned four of their comrades. Another 
Spaniard, Joan Terron, reached the brigantine, bnt as bis com- 
panions were raising him ont of the water, he breathed his last 
in their anns, being pierced with more than fifty wounds. The 
Borvivors asserted that they had seen the gallant Be Omman 
borne off by the Indians in one of their canoes, bnt whether dead 
or alive they ooutd not tell. 

Luis da Moscoso once agun arranged his fleet in order, and 
resumed his eventful voyage, deeply lameotiDg the loss of these 
generous and valiant cavaliers. 

This was the last assanlt of the aavages, for they seemed satis- 
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fied vith tliia aigial blow. All the nat i^ the da;, utd dnring 
tlM dolflfol lugbt thftt mooMded, llwj k«pt up ooDtiBO«l rixnita 
uid jellB of trinmph. Wlea the bud rose on the foUowing daj 
tbejr upfomi to wonliip him ud to retnm UiuikB for th^ 
rietor;, then niung « dekfoning din of Toieee, mingled widi tin 
■oond of trampeta, bImIIb, mad dmnu, thej tonwd their prows 
up the rirer ud departed tor their htunes. 
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THE BFANUBIIB KEACH THE OCEAK — DIBEKBA&K ON iX ISLAND OT 

DKirr-wooD — FiEBcE encounter wnB the nativbb of the 

COACT — THET ANCBOa OF7 AN UNINHABITED ISLAND. 



Tbe |>oor harassed Spaniards ones more b^n to brsatlie, when 
the; saw their omel enemies depart Thej now oast abont their 
thoughts as to their position. The riTw had expanded nntil it 
was sereral leagues in breadth, so that, when in the midst, thej 
eonld not desery ftrm land on either side ; nothing was to be seen 
bat a border of swamp or marsh, wiUi tall reeds, that looked like 
forests at a disbtnoe. The departure of the Indians led them to 
conjecture that the sea was near at hand. Seeping the centre of 
the onrrent, therefore, lest thej should wander into some deep 
baj, they eontinued onward, with sul and oar and &Toring breeie, 
until on the twentieth day, a broad expanse of water opened before 
them. On their left lay a large island, formed by Tnat quantities 
of drifl-wood,' swept down the riTer and piled up by the wftTes. 
About a league further was an nninhalnted island, snob as is often 
found at the months of great livers, formed by alluTial deposits. 
The Spaniards were oouTinoed by these signs, that they had 
reached the mouth of the river, and that tbe bonndless oeean lay 
before them. 

They now steered for the island of drift-wood, and finind a 
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noaro hubor for their brigantines ,' for th«j oonld Uy them 
ftlong aide of the fioftting musea of timber, whioh roM and fell with 
the tide, and, totening them to tmnks of hnge trees which Imj 
imbedded there, leave them u secora as if at a pier head. Here, 
Jfcen, the; lauded, and overhanled their vessels, to repair any 
damage that they might have sostuned, and to fit them for the 
boffetinga of the ocean. Others killed the few hoga that yet re- 
mained alive, and nude them into baoon. These labors, however, 
required bat little time ; the great object in landing on the ialand 
was repose ; and so exhansted were they from the oonstant watoh- 
fdlnesa they had been obliged to susbun for three weeks past, HaA 
daring three days they did little else tluut steep ; and that bo 
profoundly, that they lay about like bo many dead bodies. 

About noon <m the (bird day, they were ronsod &om Utur 
repoM by the appesranee of enemies. Seven eanoea isBoed from 
KmoDg reeds and rashes, and approaching within hul, a gigantie 
Indian, bUek as an Ethiopian, either from paint or natural oom- 
plezion, stood ap in the prow of the foremoat, and addresaed them 
in a thundering voice. After a brief harangue, aoeompanied by 
menacing looks and gestures, he turned his prow, and, followed 
by bis companions, abot buk again among the rushes; where, 
from time to time, other eanoes were perceived gliding about aa 
if in amboah. 

On the words of this block warrior being explained, aa they 
were partially understood l:^ the Indian domestios, they proved to 
be inaulting epithets, and threats of hostility. The governor fear- 
ed they might put their threats into exeention, and attempt to sur- 
prise him in the ni^t, and burn hia vessels ; he determined thero- 
fore to be beforehand with them, and strike the first blow. He ao- 
eordin^y detadied a party of pioked men, in five canoes, to beat up 
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the eaufr-brake. Among tbem were twentj-twooroM-bov men ud 
three anhen. One of these Krahers wu an Englishman bj lotili ; 
■Dother had lived in England from hie boyhood nntil hia twenty- 
eighth year, and had aoqnired there hia skill with the long-bow 
•nd the oloth-3rard arrow, for which the English were renowned. 
Tbroogfaoat the expedition these two arohera had osed uo other 
weapon, and had been noted for their deadly urn. The third 
arober was an Indian, serrant of the gallant Joan de Ouaman, who 
had fallen in the late battle, whom he had served faithfully on all 
occasions, with bow and arrow, since his first landing in Florida 

The detaehment was commanded by Oonialo Silrestre and 
Alvaro Nieto. They disooTered the canoes of the enemy drawn 
Dp ID battle array among the rnahea, in formidable numbers. The 
sarages wuted aotil they were within bow-shot, when, baring let 
fly a olond of arrows that wounded several soldiers, they swept 
in among the rushes, and came to a second stand Id this way, 
they fired and wheelod about, and came again to the charge like 
so many horsemen. The cross-bow men and the three aroheni 
kept Dp a well directed fire, and galled the Indians exoessively; 
at length the Spaniards wore able to oome to close quarters, orer- 
tnrned three of the canoes (^ the enemy, killed sereral of the 
crew, and put the whole armament to flight They however came 
out of this aflray very roughly handled ; most of them were 
wonnded, and among the nnmbcr, the two oommanders. 

Pearing as attack in the night, and that fire might be set to 
the vessels, the governor embarked all the forees and made sail 
for the uninhabited island, under the lea of which he anchored, 
in forty fathoms of water. All that night the Spaniards slept on 
their arms, on board of their vessels, ready for action ; the enemy, 
Jiowever, offerod no further molestation. 
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k tXiVSOJL OF OFFICEEB CAIXED TO DETEKIflNE trPON THEIR FUTUKE 
COURSE — THEY SET SilL — iNABCO PXEVAILS UPON THEM TO POL- 
LOW BIS A 



When tlie day dawned, the goremor called a oounoil of hia oA- 
oera to determine what oonrse to steer. To attempt to cross to 
Cuba or Hispaniola was coDsidered entirelj oat of the question: 
aa thej knew not in what quarter to seek them, nor were tbc^ 
provided with nantioftl instrnments neoessar; fbr such a Tojage : 
it wms determined, therefore, to make for the coast of Mezioo, or 
New Spain ; in seeking which, thej would have the land alwajs 
on their right, to resort to as occasion required, 

Juan de ASasco now stood forth with his nsdal bnstling' leil, 
wheneTer any important measure was to be adopted. He piqued 
himself much on hb knowledge of maritime afiura, as he did vpm 
Tmrious other kinds of knowledge, and declared that, a4Wardingto 
maps which he had seen, the coast from the place where he sup- 
posed them tp be, bore east and west to the river of Palms, and 
from that river to New Spun it ran north and aonth, making a 
complete bend or gul£ He advised, therefore, that thej should 
pnt out to sea in a south-west direction, so as to steer across the 
gulf; by this route they might reaeh the Mexioan sfaoies in tea 
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or twelra days, whereas, if they kept near the land, and followed 
the windingB of the coast, the Tojoge would necessarily be pro- 
longed, and they might be overtaken by winter before they oonld 
reach a Christian ooaiftrj. To illnatrate bis ideas, he drew a 
rough sea-ohart, according to bis notions of the ooaet, upon a piece 
of parehment, made front a deer's skin ; he Uso prodaoed as old 
astrolabe, whiob, being of metal, had escaped the oanflagration at 
HauTila, and whioh he bad preserved with cnriona care ; and a 
fbrestaff, which he had made from a oarpenter'a mle ; with these 
to take obeervationa and to steer by, he offered to pilot the squad- 
ron across the gnlf, to the shores of New Spain. 

The governor was at first inclined to adopt this ooanoil, espe- 
eially as it was oonoorred in by some of the offioera The major- 
ity, however, opposed it ; partly throngh doubts of the nautical 
knowledge of Juan de Aitasoo, who they knew bad bat little 
practieal experience ; partly, perhaps, from jealousy of the lead 
BO often ^ven to him in servioes of moment, bat chiefly because 
of the real dangers of his proposition. They argued, that the 
brigantines, being so sli^tly built, and without decks, would be 
in danger of foundering in the least storm That thoir peril 
would be tlmoHt equally great on the high sea, in oolma or head 
winds, from the want of flresh water, having so few casks to pat 
it in. And that it would be the height of rashness to attempt to 
oroBs a vast and nukuown gulf without a compass to steer by, and 
an experienced pilot to direct them. They concluded, therefore, 
that, though it might be the slower, it would be the far Barer 
ooarse to keep along the coast, where they oonld land occasionally 
ki supplies, and take refuge in creeks, and bays, and river 
months, in ease of tempestooos weather. This conuul flnollj 
prevailed, mnoh to the ohagrin of Joan de AHaaoo, 
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Olden wen BOW giTan to nuke nil, when, w the; were weij^ 
ing ancboT, the eabie of the goTernor'a brigantine parted. Un- 
foriwutdy, there wu no boo; to nutrlc the plaoe, uid the wkter 
wu extremely deep. For six hoars the dioat expert dWera were 
employod in Bcueb of it, but ic T»n : m they had to sapply its 
place with a beavj stone, and the bite from the troopers' Imdles, 
to iMreaae the weight 

It was not nntil three o'elook in the afternoon that thej made 
BaiL The gannat took &6 lead, and elose to his brigantine was ' 
that oonunanded b; De AKasoo. Thej kept on for tw« or tiuee 
leagnea into the broad aea, when the eaptvos of the other veeada 
bore np, and, H^tling the gOTentor, demanded whether he intended 
to qnit the shore, eontoarj to the reeolntion of the eovncil ; d^ 
elaring that if he did so, thej would abandon him, and take eadi 
one bis own eonne. 

HoBOOBO replied, tiiat he did bat stand to sea to sail with 
more secority during the night, bnt that be would return to the 
eoast in the day time. All that night, and the next daj, thej 
kept on with a fair wind, and, to their surprise, in freah water, 
owing to the immense quantity disembogued by the Hissismppi 
About night&ll, they andiwed at a small roeky island, that they 
nuj^t take a little repoae. 

Here the aealoua Juan de Atiasoo agab prodnoed his deer- 
skin ohart, and inveigled against the loss of time and labor in 
thus creeping pusillanimonsly along the shore, instead of stand- 
ing boldly across the gul£ His arguments at Iwgtb prevailed, 
and, on tbt following morning, with one consent, they all stood 
out to se«. For two days the stout Joan de ASasoo piloted them 
triu m phantly with the aid of bis astndabe and fbrestaff, and fn- 
qnent eonsnlUtiiNU of the deer-skin ohart ; at length the water 
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growii^ Bouity, they felt inolined to iUimI tomrd to shore, bvt 
ware met in tbe teeth by a contnuy wind. 

Two days did this iriod oontinue, and kept them be&ting 
about in the high Hems iititiL tbeir water wu nearly expended. 
Bitterly now did they onrse Jtun de ABasoo for giving his ad- 
vice, and the governor for following it, and Bwore that if ^ey 
onee more got in with the land, tbey wonld keep along it, let 
HoscoBO and bii nautical counsellor take what coarse Hiey 
pleased. On the fourth day, when they were at their last drop 
of water, the wind veered a little, and, plying every oar, they 
made for land. Those on board of the vessels who knew any 
thing of nantioal matters now vented their spleen upon Juan de 
Anasoo as a meddling pretender, who had never been at sea be- 
fore this expedition, and knew nothing of maritime affiurs ; and 
the common ioldters made merry at the expense of his astrolabe 
and deer-akin chart. This coming to the ears of the irritable 
ASasco, he flung hie forestaff into the sea, with the chart, which 
was tied to it, and would have sent the astrolabe after thou, but 
that prudence tempered his wrath. Fortunately, the forestaff 
and chart floated, and were picked up by the brigantines which 
followed, and Juan de ADasco wari gradually pacified. He seems, 
in &et, to have been the penon in the squadron who had the beat 
notion of their Eitnation and true course, and Ms idea of the ran 
of the coast was in the main correct. 
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VasSKLS n DANOBR op BTK^ItDtNG COKE TO SOME SMALL ISLAKDS, 

WHKKE THET XSTAIR THE BKlOAimNES— OVEKTAKEN BT A VIO- 
LKNT QAL^ AND TWO OAKAV&L8 DHIVmi TO SEA HUTIKT OF 

JUAN oattah's OBEW. 

154S. 

It wu with much toil uid difficnlty that th« Sptuiiardd rowed to 
■hore, where they luided on a saod beftob withoat shelter. In the 
evening the wind freshened up directlj from the sonth, and droro 
the ressels from their weak anchors, so that they vere in danger 
of stranding. The crews were ohiiged to leap in the water, and 
bear up against them to keep them from bilging. When the wind 
had Kubaided, thej dog pits in the sand, from which they procured 
freiLi water enough to fill their casks. In this way they supplied 
themBclves with water throughout the voyage, whenever there were 
no springs or Btreams at hand. After sailing about fifteen daya, 
they came to four or five small islands, not far from the main land. 
Here they found innumerable quantities of sea-birds, Uiat built 
their nests upon the sand, and so dose t<^tlier, that it was almost 
impossible to walk without treading upon them. Xhe men land- 
ed, and returned to the vessels laden with eggs and young birds 
which were almost too fat to eat. Threading these islands, they 
ooaated along until they came to a beautiful beaoh, free from nushea, 
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Bkirted hj » grora of large trees, clear of bnsh, brak«, or nnder- 
wood. Here they found great qnantitiea of tbftt scan of tbe Mk, 
called copeck, resembling pitoh. They therefore renuuned hera 
aerertl days carembg their brigantinei on the beaoh, calking 
their Beams, and paying them with this oopeek, mixed wHh hog's- 
lard. While thus employed they were visited several timea by 
a few of the natives, armed with bows and arrows, hut paciflo in 
their oondnot, who bronght mtdse to give in ezcjiange for skins. 
Continuing their voyage, the Spaniards were ezoeedingly molest- 
ed in some parts of the coast by clouds of mosquitoes, so viru- 
lent in their sting, that the faces of the men were swollen out of 
all shape, and it was necessary to stand by the rowers and drive 
off these pestilent insects from their heads as they labored at the 
oar. 

When the weather was pleasant the men fished, while others 
went on shore and gathered shellfish, for they were on short al- 
lowance, their pork being expended, and but little mstie remain- 
ing. Some of the fish taken were of a very large siEe, one of 
which jerked with such violence as to pull the unwary fisherman 
into the water. 

For fifty-three days did the Spaniards keep on along the 
coaat, steering to the westward. A great part of the time, how- 
ever, was expended in occasionally repairing the vessels, in fish- 
ing, and in sheltering themselveB from rongh weather. Juan de 
ABssco insisted that, from the distance they had oome, they could 
not be &r from the river of Palms, from which, as he had be- 
fore represented, according to his recollections of the map he had 
seen, the coast bore from north to south. The fleet stood a little 
out to sea, and the next morning early they perceived palm-trees 
raising above the surfiujs of the water at a distuie^ and observed 
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th>l th« eoaat aettullj Uy north and sonth. In the i 
hi^ monntaiDB began to loom np afar off, the fint thej had seen 
on anj part of the aea ooaat since their first Umilng at Kepiritn 
Santa The opiaioni of Joan de ABasoo now roao in eatimatton, 
and it was concluded that they had paasad the rirer of Palms in 
the night time. If so, thej ooald not be abore sixty leagnea tna 
the mer of Panuco, in the neighborhood of Spanish settlemeuta. 
Thej had not prooeeded far, horever, when a violent gala rose 
from the north. Fitb of die brigantines, among them that of 
the govemot, made for the land, the other two oaraTels, one nn- 
der the command of the treaanrer, Joan Oajtan, who, since the 
nntimelj death of Se Ouiman, had remained sole oaptun, and 
the other, commanded by Joan de Alvorado and ChristOTal 
Mosqnera, not taking timely warning of the coming gale, stood 
off too far from the ooast, and were oonseqoently exposed all the 
night long to the fory of the t«mpest. The oaravel of Juan 
Gaytan was at one time in imminent peril. A sadden flaw of 
wind stmek her and wrenohed the mast out of the beam in whiA 
it rested, and it was with the utmost diffionlty they could again 
right it. When morning dawned, the gale, instead of lulling as 
the mariners had predicted, raged with renewed violence. They 
observed the other five brigantines enter some river or creek, and 
anohor in safety : this stimulated them to redouble their efforts 
t^ reaeh their companions. It was all in vain, however, for th« 
wind was exactly ahead, and by their fnutless stnigf^es, they 
were several times in danger of fbondeting. Still, they pernst- 
ed until the afternoon, when, convinced that they were toiling to 
no purpose, they bore off, and ran along the coast witii the wind 
on the quarter, the billows all the while breaking over them, ao 
that they were in the ntmost danger of being swamped. 
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For lix utd twenty honn did this g^le continue with luuilMt- 
ed fnry, daring which time the Spmniirda were struggling with 
the winds and waves, withont » moment'B repose, and leareelj 
tasting food. Jost as the sun was going down, their was a ery 
of '^ land ahead !" A boy named Franoisoo, who was in the brig- 
antine under the oommand of Jnan de Alvorado and Fntncisoo 
Mosqoera, said to these captains, " SeBores, I know this coast 
ahead, as I hafe visited it twice before, as cabin-boy of a ship ; 
the dark land stretching along to the left is a ron^ and rook- 
bound oOtat, extending to the harbor of Tera Cms. In all that 
distanoe there is neither port nor shelter, but it is studded with 
sharp pointed rooks, which, if we strike, all will be lost. The 
ligfat-colored land turning off to the right is a soft sand beach, 
which we can atttun ere nightbll ; should the wind drive ns upon 
those dark and gloomy shores, we have little chanoe of our lives P' 

So soon aa the vessels drew nigh to each other, the two cap- 
tains warned Joan Qaytan and his crew of their danger. They 
immediately determined to shape their oouim for the white shore. 
Jlnt Juan Gaytan, who was a better treasnrer than captain, oppos- 
ed this measure, saying it was not well thus to lose a valoable 
bark. This exasperated the crew, who began to matiny and 
mnrmnr, " la this vessel of more worth than our lives V sud 
thoy. " Tou presume upon yonr rank of royal treasnrer. Did 
yon cat wood, or make charcoal for the foi^^ or beat out the 
iron for the nails, or calk the vessel, or do any thing else 1 So 1 
you excused yourself as an officer of the Emperor; pr^, then, 
what do you lose if the brigantine is wrecked 1" 

Upon this the principal soldiers sat to work trimming the saila, 
and a Portngnese, named Domiogos de Aoosta, seised the helm, 
and turned the prow of the bark towards the deured shor*. Af- 
19 
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Ur Buking serenl Uoka, the; Btrock npoD tbe sud-betd^ be- 
foro the Bun hid set, aod laooeeded in anUding and hauling the 
Tusel oa dry land. The other brignrtine effected a landing in a 
Dmilar manner, and with like raooeee. 
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SZFEDtnoM or OOHZALO SILVBSTRB TO OBTAIN INFOBKATIOK ABODT 
THE COUNTXT — WHAT HAFFENCD TO JfOSCOSO AKD THE BB8T OF 
THE TLSEI — HOW THE SPAKUOie WEBE BEOEIVED BY THE ST- 
HAXITANTS OF FAKDOO. 

IM3. 

Thb crews of the two barks now aasemUed together to decide 
what vas to be done. It was unanimoual; resolved to send mes- 
aengerfl to seek the gorersor, and bear him tidings of their aita- 
ation. But vho wonid undertake this perilous jonmey? Thej 
would have to travel t£irteen or fourteen leagues through au nnr 
known land, ford rivers, and poradvcnture encounter enemies. 

Gouulo Quadrado Xaramillo and Pr&nciaoo Munio under- 
took the task. Taking a small supplj of provisions, aud buck- 
Ung on their sbielda and swords, they set forth at midnight on 
their haxardous errand. 

Their comrades then returned to their brigantincs, posted 
Bentriea, and slept until the following morning. No sooner wag 
it light,' than they ehose three captains to set out, each with 
twenty men, to obtun informatioD respeeUng the country. One 
party followed the coast to the north, another to the sooth, and the 
third, under Gonzalo Silvcstre, stmck in a westwardly direction 
to penetrate into the interior. 
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The two first nuned parties returned in'* vhort time, one 
bringing k half dish of iriiite poreelun, of Spanish manafactnre, 
the othor x broken |K>rringer of painted earthenware. The rap- 
ture of their comrades is easier to be oonoeived than described at 
beholding these signs of the neighborhood of some Spanish set- 
tlement 

Gonialo Silvcstre and his band penetrated a little more than 
a quarter of a leagae, vhen, from a hillock, the; beheld a beaati- 
fnl l^e of fresh water spread out before them, a half leagne in 
extent. Upon its waters were several canoes, with Indians fish- 
ing. Fearing that these might see them, and spread the aUns, 
they etmok into a wood that bordered the lake, and keeping 
silently on for a quarter of a leagne, they espied two Indians be- 
neath a hnge goava'tree, gathering the fruit Dragging them- 
aelvefl along on the gronnd among the herbage until near at 
hand, thej rose at the same time, and rushed to seise them. One 
of the Indians plunged into the lake, and escaped by swimming; 
the other they took prisoner. They made priie of two baskets 
of gu&vas, a Mexican turkey, two Spanish fowls, and some maiae, 
and then pushed for the Tensela. 

On arrtTing at the sea-shore, they found their comrades joy- 
fully examining the tokens of ciriliiation found by the two captains. 
When, however, they beheld the articles brought by SilTesti9 and 
his party, they leaped and danced about like mad. At length a 
surgeon, who had formerly been in Mexico, asked the Indian the 
name of a pair of scissors he held in bis band. He immediately 
called it by its Spanish name. This convinced them that they 
were in the territory of Mexico, and so overjoyed were they that 
thay embraced Silvestre and his men, and hoisting that oaplua 
upon their shoulders, bore him about the shore in triumph. 
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Wlien thia wild eballition of J07 was over, thef inquired mora 
pftrtitralarl; ooDOeniiug the oouatrj. They leunt that the river 
into which Lqib de Moroobo, with the five brigantluee, had takra 
refiige, was the Panuoo ; and that on ita banks, twelve leagues 
above, stood a citj of the same name. The Indian told them, 
moreover, that abont a league o£^ lived a oaoiquc, who oonld read 
and write, and had been edaeated by the priests. 

These joyful tidings gladdened their hearts, and havirg feast- 
ed the Indian, and given him presents,- they dispatched him to 
the Christian oaeiqne, with a request that he would either bring 
or send a supply of ink and paper. He soon returned, and with 
him the oaeiqne, fbllowed by a train of eiglit Indians, laden witli 
fitwls, bread of maiae, and various firuits and fish, together with 
paper and ink. The Spaniards immediately sent off an Indian 
witih a letter to Hoseoso, giving bim an account of all that had 
happened, and requesting direotiosa as to their future move- 
ments. 

In the mean time, the governor, Mosooso, when with hia five 
luigantines be took refoge in the river, from the gale, beheld, to 
hIa great joy, several Indians on shore clothed in the Spanish 
ftahion. Calling out to them in Spanish, he demanded in what 
country tbey were. The Indians answered in the same language, 
that they were on the river of Panuoo, and that the town was not 
fifteen leagues distant Upon this the Spaniards leaped on shoro, 
Ussed the ground repeatedly, and throwing themselves on their 
knees, poured out their thanks to God. 

They now made the best of their way to the town of Panuoo, 
where, in a few days, they were rejoined by their shipwrecked 
eomradea Their first act on entering the town was to repair to 
Uie oborcb, and offer up thanks to Godjbr having preserved theq 
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tlirongli BO many perils and hardships. The borgfaen of tlie 
toini crowded to the choroh to offer them assistaace. The ooiv 
ngidor took MO0OOBO into his house as his goest ; the others ver« 
qnartered among the inhabitants. 

The town was for the most part built of stone, and mntained 
■bout Berentj &milies, who lived simplj but abondantlj, the 
wealthiest not baring above five hundred orowns of income. Manjr 
of the inhalutants, however, were oonrteons oavalien, and all were 
tonehed with pity at beholding this forlorn remnant of the gallant 
armament, that had created such a noise on its outset from Cuba. 

The snrvlTors in fact were blackened, haggard, shrivelled, and 
half naked, being clad onl; with the skins of deer, bufbloes, boan, 
and other animals, so that, says the Spanish narratw, the; looked 
more like wild beasts than human b«ingi. 
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CHAPTER XCVl 



DIBCONTSNTS ANS BX0IL9 AMOKO THE SOLDIERY — THEIIL SimSEQOENT 
FbaTDHES. 



The cliief magistrate of Pannco dispatched a measeoger fbrth- 
witli to Don Antonio de Hendoia, the viceroy of Mexico, whicfa 
city lay aome tennty leagues distant, to apprise him that a smalt 
remnant of Hernando de Soto's army bad retamed from Florida. 
The viceroy sent vord, withont delay, that they ahonld be shown 
dTcry kindness and honor, and famished with whatever was neces- 
sary for their journey, when anffioiently reoovered from their 
fatignea. He accompanied hia message with a supply of shirts 
Kid aandala, and also four mules laden with delicacies and medi- 
cines for the sick. 

Luis do Moscoso and his men, while sojourning in this nty, 
had time to reflect upon thebeautifnloonntry they had abandoned, 
and they began to draw comparisons between it and Pannoo. 
They found that hero the people were but indifferently cironm* 
Btaneed, having neither mines of gold nor sUvw, nor any otbar 
treasnre. Their dress was mere garments of cotton ; their only 
•oorce of wealth the breeding of horses, and planting mulberry- 
trees. Thoy now began to retiaeo in memory the beautifBl pro- 
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liooet they haA discoTsred; their wild fertility utd prodi^d 
abandanee; their capabilities fi>r raising maiie and grun and 
TOgetablea; their Terdant maadowa and rieh paatarages; their 
raat traott of woodland, watered by- running streams, so well 
■dialled to the raising of herds and flooks. Bnt aboTe all, they 
called to mind the treasures of pearls, whi«h they had not appr»- 
inated, as eaoh one had bnuied himself lord of boundless domaiua. 

Taming thsM things orer in their minds, they began to mnr- 
mnr among themaelTes. " Could we not," said they, " have dwelt 
in Florida as these Spaniards lire in Fanuco? and had we r»- 
Buuned and settled there, would ve not hare been more opulent 
than diese our hostst Is it well, that we should oome and re- 
oeire alms and hospitality from others poorer than ourselvea, 
when WB might have entertained all Spain 1 Is it jnst ot oredil- 
aUe to onr honor, that we, who might have been chieftains, hare 
oome to beg I Better fiur would it have been to have bravely 
perished there, than to live here in poverty I" 

These munnurings and replnings [wodnoed violent disoord 
among them. Their greatest rage, hewever, was against the offi- 
«ers of the royal revenue, and the captains and cavaliers, who, 
after the death of the governor Hernando de Soto, had iosieted 
npon leaving Florida, and had obstinately forced Luis de Ho»- 
eoBO to underUke that long and disastrous jouraey to the pro- 
rinoe of Los Taqueros, instead of sending two brigantines for 
reinforoements, as had been intended. Several affrays took plaoe, 
in whioh blood was shed and some lives lost The offieers and 
cavaliers were fain to keep within doors, and the town was ooiit 
'UnnaUy distraoted by the broils between the soldiery. 

The corridor of Fannoo, finding that this disoord increased 
from d«y to day, sent word to the vioeroy, Don Antsnio de Hen- 
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don, who ordeved them to be ieot uamediatelj to Mexioo, ia 
bauds of ten and twenty, ud tb«t care ahoold be taken to ■O' 
pante those vho irere at rariance, lest they ahonld fight bj the 
load. 

In porsnanoe of this order, thej left Pannoo twenty-fire days 
after their arrival there. Thie inhabltanta along the road throng^ 
ed to see them ; eager to behold men who had sairtTed snoh toils 
and endured sach hardships. The &me of their great suSerings 
aad daring exploits had spread throughout the land, and both 
Indians and Spaniards entertwaed them with great kindness and 
ho^itality throaghont their jonrney. When they arrived at the 
renowned oity of Hexioo, throngs <tf the oitinna fioched out to 
receive them, and oondncted them to their homes, where they 
feasted them and clothed them in finmptaons apparel The vioe- 
roy tnated the governor and his offioers with distinguished at- 
tention, and extended his kindness to the hnmblest of th«r fcd- 
lowers. 

Some of the akina and fnra which tho army bronght with them 
were highly prised in Mexico. A few atringa of pearls, also, 
which remained among them, proved to be of immense value. 
The beautiful martin skina, however, were valued above alL 
Finding that men of wealth prised so highly what they had des- 
pised, their despondeDoy increased ; they brooded bitterly over 
their folly in abaudooing a country which had coat them ao dearly 
to discover, and where these valuable articles abounded. Discon- 
tented with themselves, they forgot their former companionship 
and brotherhood in arms, and again broke out into fieroe and san- 
guinary brawls. 

The viceroy, to console them, promised that, if they desired 
to return to Florida, he would himself undertake the conquest 
19* 
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»( the ooontTj ; in &et, lis )»d an inoUnation for tho flnterpriM, 
uid offered employmeDt uid aakries to nuui; of the officers and 
men, to oocop; them whilst he should make preparations. Soma 
accepted these appointments; but moat of them, when pnt to the 
proof, Bhronk from returning to a oonntrj where the; had aofier- 
ed so man; hardshipe. 

The entarprifling spirit of the stoat-hearted Joan de Altasoo 
WIS Bomewhat broken bj disappointment, and, dijigtuted with the 
new worid, where he 'had squandered his fortune, be retomed to 
SpaiiL Joan Qajtan, the treasnrer, the brare Baltaiar de Oal- 
legoa, the veteran Pedro Calderon, Alonso Bomo de GardeBoa, 
Arias Tinooo, and many others of less note, followed the example 
of De Aliasoa Oomei Snares de Figneroa retomed home, to the 
estate of bis btber, the magnifieent old canlier, Tasoo Porcallo 
de Figneroa. Some entered into the priesthood ; a few remained 
in New Spain, among whom was the goTsmor, Lius de Hoseoso 
de Alrorado, who married a relatire, a woman of rank and ridua 
in Hexieo. The greatest number, howeTor, went to wc^ their 
fbi tones in PeriL 
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To dose this eventftil hutorjr, it only reuuiiui to giTeKineae- 
MODt of tie moTome&ts ttf the two generooB and loyal osvaliers 
Diego Moldouado and Gomes Arias. The fanner, as we hire be- 
fore related, set sail from E^irita Santo, for the Havaaa, with 
two brigastisea, to Tisit DoBa Isabel de Bobadilla, the wife of the 
gorenior [[eniaado de Soto ; Gomei Arias having preoeded hia 
in a oanTel Them two eavaliers were to proonre vessels in Ha- 
vana, load them with supplies of food and anns, and mnnitions 
of war, and sail for the port of Aohosi in the ooane of the fol- 
lowing antnnm, where Do Soto, after exploring the interior of 
Plorido, waa to meet them. 

They aooordingly joined eaoh other in the Havana, and, hav 
ing seat to all the adjacent iaUnda as aoooont of the diseovery 
of Fbrida, pnrohaaed three vessels and freighted them with snp- 
I^es, and also loaded down the two brigantines and the caravel 
in whieh they came. They oonld, moreover, have laden two other 
vessels ; fw the inhabitants of the islands, hearing sneh a &vot- 
aUe report of Florida, prompted by their own utterest as well «i 
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by th«ir love fbr the gorenor, sent all the proriuoiu thej ooald 
gather together. 

The two otpbu&8 set atdl, and reached in safety the port of 
Achnsi ; bttt sot finding De Soto there, they separated and coast- 
ed in opposite direotions, thiaking it probable that he might 
hare come out at some other place, either to the eastward or west- 
ward. They left signals in the trees sad letters in the crerioes 
of the bark, with statements of their intended moTements the 
following sammer, and after craiBing about in vain until the win- 
ter set in, they returned dcjeoted to the Favana. The subsft* 
qaent sammer of the year 1541, tiiey re-visited the shores ot 
Florida, rnnning along the coast as far to the westward aa Hex- 
ice, and a great distance to the eastward, but meeting with so 
anooess, they returned to the Havana on the approach of winter. 
Early the ensuing summer they again sailed for Florida, and af- 
ter haTing oonsamed seven months in fruitless search, were oom- 
polled by the weather to retom and winter in Cuba. 

Determined, however, not to give up the search until they 
had discovered traoes of De Soto, for they could not believe that 
every soul of the expedition had perished, sa soon as the spring 
of 1543 opened, they once again pnt to sea. They cruised about 
all this summer, suffering grievous privations and excessive labor, 
and about the middle of October arrived at Vera Cms. Here 
they heard the melanoholy aooonnt that the Spaniards had aban- 
doned Florida, that only three hnndred of the gallant army had 
escaped, and that the governor, Hernando do Soto, had perished 
in the eonntry he sought to conquer. With these sad tidings 
the {wo ftithfdl oaptuns reptured to Havana, and imparted them 
to DoBa Isabel de Bobadilla. During three long years she had 
been racked with anxiety for the safety of her husband, and DOW 
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oame the news of the fulnre of hb magnificent enterprise, th« 
loss of hia vast treuures, the ruin of his estate, the downfall of his 
boose, and his own melanoholy death. It was an oTerwhelming 
Mow ; Dotla Isabel never held np her head from this time, bat 
died soon after of & broken heart. 

Snoh was the fruitless and tragioal end of the ntmted oon- 
qnest of Florida : one of the most splendid and chivalrous expe- 
ditions to the new world, and one of the most disastrous. Never 
had a more gallant train of joathful cavaliers embarked on a 
erasade beyond the ocean ; never had adventsrers embarked with 
lighter hearts, more fearless souls, or more sanguine expectations. 
Their vaunting preparations in the island of Cuba, and their tri- 
umphant landing on the shores of Florida, partake of the swell- 
ing spirit of the nation and the age ; nor is it possible to follow 
them through their subsequent career of blasted hope and baffled 
enterprise, without having onr admiration inoessantlj elicited bjr 
their defiance of danger, iheir persevering struggles against dif- 
ficulties and almost impossibilities, and their monlj, unshrinking 
fortitude, under hardships of every kind. 

If at times our feelings revolt at the outrages oommitted hj 
them upon the poor Indians, and bj their wrongs towards those 
native ohieflains who fought and fell so heroieallj in the defenoo 
of their homes ; yet, our indignation passes away and is forgot- 
ten in the melancholy fate of the invaders. Scarce three years 
hod elapsed from the time of their embarkation at Cuba, when 
nearly the whole train of youthful cavaliers had passed away : 
horse and rider alike had perished, and their bones lay bleaching 
amidst the savage wilds of America I 
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APPENDIX. 



Aa fits ptiaeliMl Mthoritf ell«d in the foregdng woA u Gareiluo 
de U Vep^ a ftw pwticiilan eoncemiag Um and hia wridnga nuijr be 
Bseeptable to the reader. He was a Pemrian bf birth, a naUre of tha 
dtf of Cnzeo. Ifia fUher was a Spunah BdrentiiMr of noble deacent, 
and his mother the sister of Hoayna Capae, the lait of the renowned 
Incaa. Hearing mneh In Ms youth of the land of hia flUher, he left hia 
eottotiy aod repaired to Spain, where lie took op hia rendence at Cor- 
dova, and BOOn dlsUngni^ad himself bj hia tran^tlon of the lUalognea 
of loTfl of Leon Hebreoa, and by his rojal eommentuies on the History 
of the Ineaa. Tbeae won him the fsTor of the aoverdgna and the ea- 
teem of the learned. Don Gabriel Deza de Cardenaa, in hti preface to 
the second edition of Ganilaso's History of Florida, remarka, tlut he 
waa admired by the world as a man of piety, virtne, modesty, and d^ 
Totion to letters, and held in the highest estimation aa a historian. He 
died in Cordova, in 1616, and was hononbly interred In the Cathediel, 
in one of the ehapela, called the chapel of Gareilaso ; where monumen- 
tal inaeriptlona on each nde of the altar record his valor, hia virtnee, and 
Ida literary merits. 

Such is the general eharaeter of Oarcllaso de la Vega ; wblch will 
Miable the reeder in some messure to jodge of his credibility aa a his- 
torian. In his introdnction to his worli on Florida, he gives sn aeeonnt 
of the Bonrees ftom whence he drew his fiuts. He says that he had 
fteqnently, and in divers places, held long eonversalicHiB with an old 
fti^d, who had been jHWent in the expedition of Hernando de Soto ; 
and that, itraek with the aohievementa both of the Spaakida and 
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Indiuia, related bj this caralier, he detennined to reaene •neh hooie 
deeds from oblivion, by recording Ihem in histoiy. Wa latidsble reaolTe 
wu for a time, howerer, postpoDed. He was cdled to Uy down the 
pen.and take np the aword; other causes concnired to aepante tliem, 
and tfana twenty yean elapsed before be could cany has plan into ex< 

He deure, however, of perpetoatiog this heroic expedition, and (he 
names of the brave men concempd in it, incieaaed with Ma yean ; and, 
fearing that the death either of his fiiend or of himself; n^t defbat 
hia wishes, he left his home and took ap his residence for a time in the 
Tillage where the eavalier resided. Here he tjMk down the partfcalara 
of the expedition, as related by word of month, qneationing and re- 
questioning his friend minutely and repeatedly, as to persons, and 
pboca, and tnnsaclionsi tfaos slimnlating hia memory, and drawing 
pecemeal from it Ihooe anecdotes of individual [ntnreaa and adventure 
which give auch stiiring interest and vivacity to hia narratira. 

He does not give the rume of liis friend, bat says lie waa a lirave 
•oldier, who had been present in all the scenes of the expeditiw, and 
hkd many Uems acted aa leader, in the exploits he related. He adde 
that he was of noble rank, a ludalgo, and ae avch, piqued himself on ut- 
tering nothing bat the truth. Soch confidence was placed in his ver^ 
dly, that the coancil royal of the Indies fHquently sent for him to eon- 
ault him about the eventa that chanced in this and in other expeditiras 
in whidi he bad l>een engaged. 

Besides the oral testimony of this cavalier, the Inca infonns us that 
be had likewise written documents from two other soldiete who were 
engaged in the expedition. One of them, named Alonzo de Cartnona, 
a native of the town of Priego, having returned to Spain, wrote Us 
■■ Two Per^crinationa," as he called Ukoo, in Florida and Pan. They 
contained brief noticea of facta and circamstanees, akif^iing from mm re- 
markable transaction to anotlier, wilhout much regard to dales or places 
or the regular aneceBUDn of events. These memoirs he sent to Garet 
laae dc U Vega, for his inspection ; not knowing at the time that he was 
occupied on a history of the expedition. 

The other soldier was Jnim Coles, a native of Zalrm; who likewise 
wrote an irregular and brief notice of the principBl events of the expe- 
dition. This he gave to a Franciacaii meld^ named fVay Pedro Agnado; 
who incorporated it in a collection of nanativea relative to the new woildi 
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wUdi be btended to pQblhh. Hie nuuiaeeripte of the frur, haw«T«r, 
reouined in a cmde end neglected ebtle, in the hsnda of e printer in 
Cordora; where the Inca found tliem, covered with dust and half do- 
•troyed h; nitt. There wu nearly a roam of p^>er, diiided into quires, 
in the bandwritin; of the diSeient nsrratora. From among tbeM the 
Idcb extiwstad the manaecript of Joan Colsa, ihortlj after he had reeeir* 
ed that of AloDU de Carmona. At the time that these documenta fell 
into hia hands, he had alreidj com[^l«d liie nuntive, aa taken from the 
lips of his friend ; bat, having now two additional eye-witneeaes, be 
went orer the whole snfa}ect anew, availing himaelf of the partknlaia 
thus unexpectedly furnished him, to corroborate, strengihea, and enlarge 
the details already recorded. 

Soch are the sonicea bwa whence Gardlaso de la Vega derived his 
Dicta, and for whlsh we have the guarantee of his general character aa a 
nun of jndgBMit and veracity. tHa aeeonnt of the expedition of Her- 
. nandode Soto waa held in soch credit in former titneB, and by those most 
capable of jadglnf, that it was Incorporated almost at full length, by 
Herrera, the great Spanish hiatoiian, in bia hSatory of Atnerfean dia- 



ROUTE OF HERNANDO DE SOTO. 

To aasist any fntnre research aa to the route of Hernando de Soto 
•ad hia followers, we here agbjom the variona marchinga, the dlstaneea 
and pointa of the compaaa, aa gleaned from different parts of the Sput- 
iah sad Portuguese nsnatlves. Hey will be seen to be contradic- 
tory and eza^srated, and have frequently cansed na great perplexity. 
We have endeavored to guide ouraelves through the maze they present, 
by certJun general laodnurits, and by the reaearchea of various ^veU 
krs. 

Indeed, the Inoa himaelf remaika, " I nnnot hold myself responsible 
for the aocnracy of the distaocea I give, for, although I have sjMred no 
exertion, and have need all diligence to arrive at the truth, yet I have 
been nnavoidably compelled to leave much to conjecture. The Span- 
iards had no inatrumenta with them by which they could compute dia- 
taneea; their nudn olject was to eooqiiN the eounby, and seek tor ail- 
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Ter and gold; eoDaeqiieatly, tiu^ gave tfaenaelTea liUe tronbla to note 
down Ihe route." 

De Soto and his followers, Mfn the Inea, landed at the bay of KapU 
rita Banto, whence thej nuuched a little more than two leagnee in a 
nortii-eaat directjon, and haU«d at the tillage of Himhi^na: reawning 
dieir march to the norfii-eaBt, a jonmejr of twenty-five league* brooght 
them to the vUlage of UrribarcaeiuL Hence to the [VOTlDee of Acnera, 
whcfe thej next airived, waa twenty leagnea. Departing from Acnera, 
and maiehing towards the north, and eometimes to the nortb-eeat, about 
twen^ leagnea, they came to the town of Ocali ; here they croaaed the 
lifer Oeali, and, jouneying liiteen leagues, reached Oehile ; a frontier 
village of the provioee of Vitachnco. The Bpaniarda, saye the Inn, 
marched more ttian fifty leagoee throogfa tUa provinee. We next find 
them In tjie village of Vitachnco : aetting out from thenee, Oiej mtiA- 
ed fonr leagnea, to the river of OaaehUe; erosang this, th^ eontinned 
OB mx leagues, and came to the village of (hachile. Twelve leagnca 
ftarther they found the great swamp ; travendng tUa, which waa one 
teagne and a half aeroaa, they eondnaed on aii leagues, and were amet 
ed by a deep stieam :— having croaaed this, they marched foar leftgnes, 
to the chief village of Apalachee, where thej went into winter quarters. 
The Inca etatas here, that the bay of Ante waa abont fonr leagues di» 
tant 

Leaving Apdachee, the enening qnin^ tfaey marched to the norflu 
ward five days, and came to the provinae of Atapaha : ten days mora 
brought them to the provinoe of Achalaqoe.* Tbej were five d^ in 
traversing this province, and in four daje more, eame to the frontfar 
village of the province of Cob. Leaving tins village, in six or aeven 
days they came to the province of Cofaqoi: from thence, a march of 
aeren dsja bron^it them to a river ; marching up this for twelve leagnea, 
tbey came to a frontier tillage of the province of Co&^iiqiil ; in four 
daya more they arrived at Cofachiqai. Quitting thb [ffovinee, U«ey 
come, at the end of eight days to tbe profbice of Chalaqne. Three days 
nmn brought them to the psovince of Xuala. 

The Inca here obaerves, that the Bpaniarda were fiftf^evea daya 

• It win be Men, hj retening to diap. sL <rf oar worit, that we eonrids 
the Inca under a mistaks in bringing them co toon to thv pr«riDo& We pra- 
te the PcrtivoaM aeooont, whicb makes Oteb arrival a month latar. 
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Buchiii; from ApaUohM to Xu^a. He sni^MMa Ibat th^ mut bar* 
marched about fonr leaguea and a half a day; and that, coDseqnentlj, 
Xuala must have been nearly two handled and fifty leagnea from tho pro- 
Tinea of Apalachee, and abont four bnndred from the bay of Eipritn 

They now atmck, he nys, in a westwardly direction, making a bend 
to the south ; and in five days came to the ponnee of Gnurale. A 
march of six day* more, or thirty leagnea, brongfat them to'^Ychiaha: 
their next Journey waa to the tillage of Acoate, fire leagnea from 
Ychiaha, Leaving this, they travened the province of Coaa, and in 
twenty-three or four days came to the village of Coaa, which was more 
than a hundred leagues diitantfromAcoste. Continuing onward towards 
the south, five days' march brought them to the town of Taliae ; a jour- 
ney of five or ux days more fonnd them in Taacalnia, and marching 
two leagues further, they halted in the town of ftlanvila. From thence, 
De Soto, to avoid the sea, struck northwardly, and, marching seven days, 
came to the village of Chiciua. A league distant from this village was 
Chicocilla, where they passed the winter. 

Setting out the following spring, the fint place they arrived at was 
Alibamo, four or five leagues from Chieacilla ; a march of three days 
brought them to the village of Chisca, on the banks of the HissisaippL 
Following up along the banks of this river four days, they croesed it, and 
marching four or fire days longer, they came to the village of Coaqnin. 
A journey of six days bron^t them to Capaha : from thence the army 
letomed to the vilhige of Caaqnin. Leaving that town behind them, 
they continued down along the river nine days, when they reached ttm 
village of Quignate. Still following the coniee of the river, in five 
days they came to Colima. The next province they reached wm Tula, 
ten days' journey form the last ; a march of six days more Im)nght them 
to the town of Utiongne, where they wintered. 

In the spring, the army resumed its wanderings, and in seven days 
came to the village of Noguatex. A march of five days brought them to 
the frontiers of the provbce of Gnancane, which they were eight days 
in traversing. From thenee they struck in a sootli-eastwardly direetioD, 
to reach the Miausuppu They traversed seven pr»viDees,a distance, the 
Inea conjectures, of about one hundred and twenty leagues, and arrived 
at the province of Anilco. Marching through this province for thirty 
leagues, they cune to the village of Anilco — a journey of four dayi 
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fbrtber, bron^ them to Um prorioM of Oxmeboy*, when De Soto 
died. 

The army, be u^ set oat for the weatwmrd, nnder Luis de Honeo- 
■o, and nuuching more than a hundred leagBM, cune to the [nwince of 
Anebe. Continumg on for (dx or aeiea days, tfaey anived at the prov- 
liiee of tot Vaqoeroa : they peoetnted more Uwn thirty leagnea bto 
thU profinee, when tbeir westward nuich was arretted by the Mgfat of 
lofty mouDt&inB. f^om hence they aet ont on their retom to the Hisaia- 
dp^ and Diaking a bend to the aoulhward, arrived at the village of Ami- 
□oya, three months fiom the time of their departore from Guachnya. 
Hie whole diatanoe of th^ inarch to the west of the Hiauanppi, going 
and retaming, he oompntes to hare been more than three handled and 
fifty teagnea. 

Garcilaso de la Vega remaib, that it is difficult to give predsely tlie 
length of the voyage of the Spaniarda douti the Hissaaippi, aa they 
were so engaged in fighting that they had not time to uiknlate the pro- 
bable distance ; but he adds, that eome time afterwards, in Mexico, they 
eoDsulted among themselves, in the presence of some men skilled in 
nwritime matters; and it waa compated, that having had the aid of sculs 
and oara, the average of a day and a night mnst have lieeu alnnt five 
and twenty leagsea : and aa they were nineteen dayi and nights in per- 
forming the voyage, the whole distance was not £«r short of five hun- 
dred leagaea, Aoeordjng to the memorandam of Joan Colea, he aaya, it 
was considered seven hnndred leagnee. Garrilaso adds that the Mis- 
dsalppi at AnuDoya, was nineteen fathoms deep, and a qoarter of a 
IcAgoe wide ; and that some penona, who pretended to a knowledge of 
cosmography, aasertAd, that from this place, where the Spsnhuda em- 
barked, to where the river takea its rise, was three hundred leagues, and 
some aver much more ; bst I adopt, says be, the ofriiiioD mo«t within 
bonnda, which would make this river dght hundred leagues in extent, 
whkb was the distance the Spaniarda penetrated into the country. 



Having given a aketch of the route as stated by the Incs in his Na^ 
rative, we annex a memoraDdnm of the route Becoming to the Portu- 
guMe Narrator. 

From the port of the Holy Ohost (G^nrito Santo), he says, the 
army ssarched round the bay about two leaguea, and same to the town 
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of UdU: from theiiM thef went thirtj' iMgnea to the proTinee of Par- 
Kod: niirching on, throogh the smmll vUUgea AceU and Jocsste, they 
came to Cale ; leaving Cole, they puaed throngh Itam tad Potino, and 
on the third day eaoie to Utimam*. Thej next came to a habitation, 
which he BEtya the Spaniards called do Hala Paz, aod from thence weot 
to Cholnpaba. Here they croaaed a liver, and having marched two daya, 
miTed at CUiqnMi; five daya' mareh broag^t them to Napetaea; con- 
tinaing on by Pelaya, they next reached Uzachil — in two days* march 
they cuBie to Axille. Having croaaed a river, they halted in Vitachnco, 
• village of the provktee of Palaehe. Paaaing through the town of 
Uzelu, they came to Anhayoa of Palaehe, where they went into winter 
qoartan. He says the aaa waa only ten leagnea distance from this 

On the third of March they left Anhayca of Pakehe, and came to 
Copauhiqui on the eleventh ; continning on, they arrived at To^li on the 
twenty-first of the same month. Leaving ToalU the twenty-third, they 
croeaed a river and came to Acheee. Resuming their journey on the first 
of April, they were at Altaracs on the fourth, and arrived at Ocute on 
the tenth; they parted form Ocnte on the tweHth, and passing through 
Cofaqui, they came to Patoft. The narntor here observes, that it is 
fifty leagDes from Ocnte to Patcfa, and not leia than three hundred and 
uxty leagues fhim Ocnte to Bapiritn Santo. 

Leaving Patofa, they marched nine days, at the rate of seven or 
«ght leagDM a day, crossng two large rivers, and encamped in a desert. 
fVom hence they mardietl about twelve or thirteen leagues, and came 
to a aniall village called Aymay — they next arrived at the province of 
Ct'tifhehiqQi, two days' journey distant from Aymay. Departing from 
Cntitachiqui, they maiched a hundred leagues in thia province, and came 
to Chalaque — ■ journey of five days more bnu^t them to the province 
of Xualla. The narrator obaeives here, tiiat fVom Oeute to Cutifaehiqni, 
it is reckoned a hundred and thirty leagues, and trotn Cntifkchiqui to 
XlulU, two hundred and fifty. Leaving Xualla, they came in five days 
to Qnaxule — two days' march bron|;^t them to Canasaqua: they jour- 
neyed on five days, and came to Chiaha. Tlie next town they reached 
was AcoBte, seven days' journey distant On the ninth of Jnly the 
army left Aeoete, and went to Tali ; and tiience to Cosa, where they ar- 
rived on the fifteenth. They parted from Cosa on the twentieth, and 
passing through Tallimnehaae, UlUballi, and Toaai, arrived at TalUne on 
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the eigfateontli of Sept«mber. The namlor remniki in this place, that ' 
thej usiully nuiched Ura or lux leagued a dny in countries thit were ID' 
haluted; bat Id the wildanea* they journeyed us Cu u powible, lest 
they should be Btraitened for want of proviuoiu. He aaye, that it is 
computed that Tsacduza is tw«ntf Ig^ues south of Cosa — Cosa one 
bandred and eighty leagues west of Xsalla — Xnalla two boadred and 
fifty leag&ea north of Cntifuhiqui — Cuti&chiqni fonr bnndi^ and tbii^ 
leagues nMth-east of Palache ami Palaehe ou hundred west from 
Eqvitu Santo. — Leaving Tallise, the SpiniK^ passed throogh Ca- 
aiste, and came to the tofm of Piache.; here tbey eroased a wide river, 
and coDtiniiiDg on, ocrired at Maville the eighteenth of October. They 
departed from Manilla the «ghlcentb of NovembeTi and in five days en- 
tered the province of Pafallsya: they passed throng tlte villages of 
lUiepatave and Cabusto, and erosaing a wide river, arrived at Chicasa, 
on the ei^teenth of December. Here they went into winter qnart^e. 

Resuming their march in the q)rin|r, thi^ eame to the village of 
Alimamn — hence they joomeyed seven days, and oirived at Quizqaii : a 
march of half a league brou^t them to the MisHSupftt. From Tasca- 
Iqu to the great river, obeervee the narrator, we reckon three hundred 
leagnea. 

Ccossbg this river, they marched a league and a halt; to a village in 
the province of Aqnixo ; conlinning on, they oame to the village of Cas- 
qnl — they next reached the village of Facaha, about a day's jonmey 
distant from Casqni Retoming to the latter place, they continued their 
lHateb, and anived at Qnigale, which was one hendred and twenty 
lesgues from Paeaha. 

Leaving Qiiigate,they marched about forty leagues to the providee 
of Coligoa, Five days more brongfat them to Falisema: they next 
came to Tafalicoyo. Fonr days' journey distant was the province of 
Cayaa, which they entered, and halted in the town of Tanico. After a 
march of thiee days ttioy corns to Tnlla: they next arrived, at the end 
of five days, at Q,Dipana. Conllnniiig oowstd, they passed throi)^ 
Anoixi and Cotamaya, and arrived at Auliomque, where they passed the 

Setting oat from Antiamque on tbe dxlh of Marcli, they passed 
through the province of Ayays, and came to the town of TnIteljNna, 
After three days' march, tbey arrived st l^anto ; and the next day, the 
fifteenth of Msicb, tbey came to Niloo. Soon after, they eame to 
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Gtuehoya, whore De Solo diet. Ldib de Moscoso set ont on the fifth 
of June, and paBsing throuj^h the province of Catnlte arrived at Chagu- 
ftte on the twentieth. Three days' journey from thence broag-ht them 
to the province of Agoncay. They continned on, and paiiBing by Fato, 
OD the fourth day came to the province of Maye : — they next reached 
Naguatex. At the end of three daya' march, they CAme t« the amall 
hamlet of Hiaaobone: thence they paased through Lacone, Monda^ao, 
and the province of Aaya, and arrived at Socalino. After-twenty days' 
march, they came to the province of Guasco. They continued on to 
the river Daycao, ten daya' journey irom Guopco, where they arrived in 
the beghming of October. The narrator aaya here, that from Daycao 
to the great river it waa one hundred and Gfty leagues, which they had 
travelled, marching always to the westward. 

Prom hence they set out on their return, and passing through Nag- 
natei, Chaguele, and the town of Cihuio, arrived at Nilco in the begin- 
ning of December: fhim thence they went two days' journey to Minoya. 
Here they embarlced upon the HiaaiBBippL Then- course, he says, eon- 
tinned seventeen days, in which time they made two hundred and tttty 
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